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TESTIMONIArS 



" Wb were a member of the Boylstan Prise Committee, irhich offered the 
questian which Dr. Duikee has so ahly aoiwered. We heartily commend thia 
Toltime to the profeiaion. We want such worki. We waat our own men to write 
them. We have relied too much and too long on foreign authors." 

Prot CHANNING, of Boston. 

From Profeuor R D. Mubset, of CSncimtati, Ohio. 

It is gratifying to see, at lengdi, a book on this subject strictly American — 
and stiU more to see it so well done. The work ought to be in the hamb of 
all young pnctitioiiers, and it may justly claim a conapicuoua place in the 
libraries of the ripened and akilliil members of the medical profession. 

From Dr. Thokas C Bbjnsiuse, late President of the Medical Society of 
the Bute of New York. 
It is an important and highly uielul work. The style is admirable ; and the 
practical character of the voliune is clearly shown on every page. I doubt not 
it will be well received by the American Medical Profession generally. The 
plates add greatly to the value of the text. 

From Desi Crosby, M.D., Professor of Surgery and Obstetrica in Dartmouth 
Collie. 
I have examined Dr. Durkee's new work on Gonorrhoea and Syphilis, and a 
sense of professional gratitude impels me to record my unqualified approba- 
tion of it- 

From Dr. Valentine Mott, Professor of Surgery, &c.. New York City. 

New Yoks, August 3, 1859. 

My Dear Sir : Some little time before you did me the honor to send me a 
copy of your work, I had procured it, and was therefore more or less acquainted 
with its merits. I thank you sincerely for the copy you have sent me, as I shall 
take more interest now in making myself familiar with your views of the in* 
teresting and complicated subject of the Venereal Disease. 

I am gratified to say, that in my opinion you have shown yourself familiar 
with the literature of the subject, and, what is vastly more imporUnt for the 
profession of our country, to possess an intimate acquaintance with its prac- 
tical details. Your beautiful volume therefore will, and ought to, become a 
standard work, alike an honor to the country and to yourself. 

Yours truly, V. MOTT. 

Dr. Durkee, 



Prom Dr. Wm. W. MoRiAKTi, Phy«[cian to the Boiiton City UospiUtL 

Dr. Duikec's worlt on VEnereal Diseiuta has the great merit oC combininy 
a vast amount of the freshest information upon the topics of which it treats. 
It in lYcittcn in an eminciillY ug;Teeiible style. An a judicious and rclioblB 
piiLclicai guide, it is luperior to any other woik oi the kind. 

New York, Aug, S, 1859. 

Dr. Dt'RKEE, — Pear Sir i Your recently jiubliaheii volume tin VeneriMiI Af- 
fecCiona hoa been, in my poAiieHBton leveral vmIca ; in the meanwhile I have 
given it nn ottentive perusal, I may say quite a Btudy. It is but Itniiteil praise 
to aay ihu worlt is hoiioruble to the literature aiiil jicience of the age, niid will 
jilflce its author hj^jh in the rank of that select corps who have augmented 
useful knowledge Bnd advani'ed medical science. 

I am not wholly unfaniilinr ulth the writings of the most renowned who 
have pontribuled to itie advancement of sound (irinciples on that special and 
imiiortont siilijcct to wbtth your most interesting volume ia ijcvotpd. Profes- 
BiouHJly and ir* jiratlice I have hod much to do'uith tliosc- diseases of pollution, 
and huvc litudicd tlie inOrmiliea of Hie sexual gystem with eoint? dc^volion, in 
the several hi)apitaln nhroad appropriated to their special tTGatment. I^'ere it 
not for thoHC circumstunrea, I t^hould harrlly feel justified io giving an opinion 
touching the merits of a work no esteiihive, so elnhorat* in eipoailjon, so mi- 
nute ill iiosujngical precision, and so pracficul in it» nuggestions. Let me, after 
a copious reading of many works on the subject to which yours relates, give the 
nasurances of Lny sinrcrest conviction that you hove produced a book possess- 
ing duima to consideration fluperii)r to ony other that I have ever met with on 
the Huhjecl. I think you have proved youraelf an unbiassed and clear observer 
of the varied phenomena of a class of affections hitherto enumerated among 
the vexed questions of scientific medicine. You have noticed and developed 
with philosophical precision. You have fortified original observations by judi- 
cious and sound authority. You seem to me to have had but one great prin- 
ciple of action in your laborious investigations — the dewre to elucidate truth 
and present a faithful record of iacts as they are offered to the clinical observer. 
Your work has settled, in my opinion, several doubtful points long in contro- 
versy. You have attacked preposterous innovations, however high the authority. 
You have demonstrated to fiiU conviction some of the popular delusions of the 
great John Hunter, and the too partial deductions of Bicord. John Pearson, 
for more than twenty years a successor in renown next to John Hunter, has lost 
his prestige in your voluminous facts on corrosive sublimate. But I will weary 
you no longer in detail of this sort. I will briefly add that your work betrays on 
every page your close observation and your philosophical powers. The nation is 
enhanced in the intellectual world by your analytical treatment of the most em- 
barrasaingsubjectiu the entire field of practical science; and you may rest assured 
that the enlightened of both hemispheres will appreciate and honor your labors. 
With sincere esteem, dear sir, your obligated friend, 

JOHN W. FRANCIS, 1 Bond street. New York. 



This new work on Gonorrhoea and Syphilis, by Dr. Dukkee, is an excellent 
production. — Ohio Medical Qatette. 



I have examined Dr. Durltee'a work on Venereal Affections, and am happy 
to recommend it to the Medical Profession. 

JONATHAN KNIGHT, Professor of Surgery in 
the Medical Institution of Yale College. 

I hare carefully peruaed Br. Duikee's Treatise on Gonorrhoea and Syphilia, 
and conaider it the best practical work of the kind in the English language. 
P. A. JEWETT, Professor, Sec, 

Medical InstituUon of Yale College. 

" I am Tery much obliged for the copy you sent me, and, from the examina- 
doQ I have made of it, I think it of great practical utility, i am sure I shall 
recommend it a« the first American work on this subject, as welt as for its own 
exceUence." 

Prof. E. R. PEASLEE 

From Alden Mabch, M. D., Professor of Surgery, Albany Medical College. 

Dr. Dl'RKee, — My Dear Sir : Since I returned to Albany I have devoted 
part of my leisure hours to the perusal of your recently published work on 
Gonorrhcea and Syphilis, and to say that I have been instructed and pleased 
with your labors in the cause of medical and surgical science, as unfolded in 
this work, would fall far short of the meed of praise to which you are entitled. 

go far as I may be allowed to be a judge, I can speak in the highest terms 
of the design, arrangement, and execution of your excellent treatiite. I admire 
the direct, coneiie, and lucid manner in which you have presented the respec- 
tive subjects that are discussed in its pages. The volume contains a vast 
amount of information in a small compass, and I would especially recommend 
it as a standard and reliable work. 

The simple and philosophical mode of treatment pointed out, and the ap- 
propriate prescriptions, enhance its value to the young physician ; and to 
such, and to the students of our College, I shall not hesitate to recommend it, 
with the fullest confidence that it is worthy of the many encomiums bestowed 
upon it by some of the most distinguished in the ranks of the profession. 

From John HoMans, M. D., President of the Massachusetts Medical Society, 
and one of the Consulting Physicians at the Massachusetts General 
Hospital. 
I have examined Dr. Durkee'a treatise on Venereal Diseases, and have 
derived much satisfaction from its perusal. The style of the author is remark- 
ably clear, refined, and pertinent, and he treats the different subjects con tolned 
in his book in a most judicious and acceptable manner. His large experience, 
his accurate powers of observation, and his extensive acquaintance with all 
that has been written upon Syphilitic Affections, have enabled him to fuminh 
B volume of great excellence. For reliability and usefulness I can truly say 
that I know not its equal in the English language. In short, the work reflects 
the highest credit upon the author, and is, in the best sense, an honor to 
American medical literature. 

JOHN HOMANS. 



Kinr WosR ON OnxoutnoCA aws Btphilis. — We are gratiScd to ba 
kbir Ui ktiriuunce that a woik upon Oonorrhica and Syphilis, which has been 
Ivng in the proccM of careful elaboration by iU author. Dr. Silas Dcjkkek, of 
ibia tiiy, in now rapiilljr jNumin);; thriiun;!) the jircnn. We have had tlie op- 
portuuity »f pcruiiiig- the muiiuKCri]it, and Iidvc nu hesitation in [leclnritig that 
the volume viil bv cmiiicutiy a uacfUl and practicDl one. — Bueton Medical 
Juumal. 

We M|iccifllly lik* th* mtical and discriminnling spirit which charocterizea 
every part of tbiia work, niii] iw ft-ei'Jum Iruin uiiy servile or wycopbantie sub- 
mLiilon to what iirt? ciillrrl nullioritiea. • • • We have read enough of it* 
paKcN to jiriiiliol thiit iT will Itpi^unie a stundard uiitliority in tbit deporiment, 
rr)pirdiii)i it, na we do, Hiipdrior to any of lh« varkB «'« Iulvo seen on tlie Ritb- 
Jact, wlwthor (un-i(pi ur dumealie. — American MedUai Oat<tte. 

Wi' linvp ({{vun ihia work a caroAil perusal, and feel confidenl in llic asser- 
tion that tlic medicid pruffaaiun in thin country will agree with us in the 
opiiuon tlint tlir aulbor has auceoKfViUy carnVJ out his defiign. 

Alt riimrii'iicc uf ihirly ji'an in iIlc Irrnimcnt of akin diseases, as a 
«poeinlly. rtmlilea Dr. nurkcv to speak with |)(srulinr authorit)' un thediagnoBia 
and inaimKvmeiit of ■rcondary and tertian' Sy[)hiliK ) and on thi« Eut)jvct,upoii 
which K<^<"'"d practilioncn an moat of^a at &ult, the work U particularly 
deu and clabot«tO> 

\V« rail (III t'ntly T««Amm«nd it Ia th» prnfoaion a* the beet vbrk. for a 
ntnitiia) on ihene mbjcot*, which ha* jvt bMii published. — Anicrifan MtdiceU 
ManlUf. 

Vr, I>uTltec*« work on Sj-]ihili« i« the most complete and practicaJ prodiiclion 
of the kind ill any laiij^agc, Tbe subject ii evidently bandied, by a maater. — 
CWfi/o •/oMmof oj" .Vtdirt^ detract, Cimcitutati. 

We niv iilcoaetl to rrccire ihii fim ftd) trratiw by an American phyiician ■• 
well iciiiiiiiutpd with the whole fubjpcl u Dr. Durkcc seem* to be. Wc are 
Rlad to AihI in the prcfac* ih.tt our author hu had «uch an ciicndcd cipcricitoc 
M Hit tKMneni tst VentrMl l>)»«a«e«. Tbc book ia eminentl j practioaL We 
ihink that it ii boitad to have a Lai^ ult, and (IcwrTtdly so. — Cihciinuiti 
ttuteit *»J tJ6afftw. 

W> wlcone tbia Tohnme at beiofr the Anl caaptcheB^** tnatiae. as far as 
wv tvuwtubrr, oa GoMorrhv* and Syphilii whidi has janwd frooi the Anenean 
pnwa. 

TW [laiMi'iiut d ni pi of the autbctt hu hrra to famiab a book ^at tbal) be 
(iwtinU; iMcfel, and «« fcd mat tbai ita otijccc* is tUi mpect will br tvi- 
tIM. 

tV tkafttn «a Srphtttx Skin Piat aaei an nade men iMnMag bj 
•tnnlwaU^MwvladpJaltaL— Ok«JMtM(:<. C.) Maii€olJ«mmmL 
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PSISIDENT OF THE MEDICAL SOCIEII OP THE SIATB OF NE¥ lORK. 

wnO| MV nu uswKAHiKn, ixrKiJAatari, abii >uccKMri.*i. utnoni to ahvamck 

TUB OKEAT ucnnKKT* cir MKhirAL MiKitcKi 111 iir-i niuMiriKD a:id 

oomrnov* DiurK^Kim, axii iim tiiI'k »«r(;«i. i.xiki.lkki'ks 

or CHAKAITTKK, IIIB niSK:* Tl) A lllClllLY I|I>M»I1AI)[,IC 
A3r» KMINKaT nWTIOT Kl rHIf rnin-EMion, 

Ctia >Toluiiic 
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roil VALVAKLB ly^TiiurTiDN uno bimi k niu KiVKn. A^tir i.% 

A TOHBS or WAIOl HKU-iniJ A!CI1 rKIBHIIHIIII-, 
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PKEFACE TO THE FUtST EDITION. 



A raw years since, the author of tlie followmg pages prepared 
on Essay on " The Conatitutioual Treatment of SyphiliE," which 
▼03 honored hy tlio award of a premium from the Iloylston 
Prixe Committee of Harvard University. Tliat Essay constitutes 
a Iju-ge portion of tbe present Tolume ; and, altliuugh it has heen 
modified to a degree tliat deprives it of its original identity, it 
18 bclIcTod that its ititriuoic mcj-its Lare beun materially en- 
hanced.' 

In the early part of my professional career, I had charge, for 
Kveral years, of the hospital department of a large Charitable 
Institution, in which rcuorcal patients, and those olTecteU with 
bleuQorrhagic diseases daily pro&ODtod theniselreB ; and 1 have 
DOW devoted mora tluui thirty years to the therapeutics of 
fl'philis and kindred disorders, as thoy may properly enough be 
termed. From time to time 1 have tested a, great variety uf 
remedies, aud have pursued, by way of experimeut, almost 
ever; liuo of treatment that bos beOQ brought to notice with 
&Dy claims to favorable regard. £ut I have found no royal 
plan of accomplishing a speedy or certain removal of the 
maladies under consideration. Tliey will yield to a judicious 
interposition of medical and surgical skill ; and no man. who 
I pososses such skill, will couQiio himself to a few medicinal 

I 
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By a vote or 1836, th« Board do not consider thfr(tt8»lvet m approving the 
doctrines containrd in any of the ilisacrtntionR to which premiuiriK muy be nd- 
jadgfdt wxd in cmc of the publication of n iiicrciisfUl diHsertatiuu, Oui author 
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Ti PRKFACE. 

snbstences that m&y have acquired notoriety as specifics, whUo 
tiiej ftre eudowed with no such quuhtios. 

Tlie paramount dceiga which I have endeavored to keep in 
view, has been, to furnish a book .that shall be practical !)■ use- 
ful. I have studiously avoided engagiui;, to any groat extcut, 
in tlie discussion of all doubtful matters. These have come 
before lue with euflicient frequency. Scarcely hod I entered 
upon tuy tabors, before I found myself in the tlioiiiy wilder- 
ness of debate, where I was uuable to mainlaiii eutire sUeoce 
or iieutmlity. 

The occurrence of bleuQorrhogia in the male, as resultiag 
from louuorrhu^a, or from tlie menstrual fluid, bos long beea a 
standing theme of controrersy, aitd ia still iuTolrcd iu ob- 
Bcurity. I iflattcr myself that the manner iu which I liare dis- 
posed of this subject, will receive the approbation of my 
readers generally. Certain t am, tliat the views 1 have ad- 
vanced are in hai'mony nitli those maintained by men who 
have had the largest experience, and who have long been oa 
the *' look-out " for all the facts that are capable of reflecting 
any light upon this interesting question. 

Ill adducing the cases which are interspersed throughont this 
volume, it has been my aim to select those that appeared to be 
important and valuable from the peculiar symptoms appertain- 
ing to theni, as aiding in the diagnosis of dilToreut syphilitic 
accidents, or illustrating the principles of a raliwnal and suc- 
cessful tretitmont. The detail? of a few of these cases occupy 
an unusual amonnt of space; but it is hoped that thainstrue- 
tion which tlicy ore calculated to convoy, will justify the promi- 
nence given them, and repay for the time required ia their 
perusal. 

It was a remark of John Hunter, iu reference to distinguish- 
ing venereal from other afibctious, that a true diagnosis is 
the first step in the cure. In one sense, thia idea may not he 
strictly logical or correct, that is, so far as relates to the individ- 
ual lesion ; and yet, in a broader eigniriqalJcia, iho e^Lpressiou is 
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wordtjr of all scccptatioa. A innlical man may lied a clinncro, 
or other f;;philiti<:»ore,witlLoiit liaviiig aiif kiiowleUge or sus- 
picion of it« real character. But. in thie etate of igiiuruncc, he 
will bo incompetent to o^iciale in tlie pi-emises to tim lii^'liost 
advaatagu. Fie cnrcH tlw local symptom or ditliculty, but not 
tho patient. The morbific cause reuiaiiis unchecked, to work 
further mischief, and, at a future day, to display its elTects in the 
appeamace of some liew gyinptoms whicli might never hare 
occurred had a true diagiioas been formed of tlio original 
trouble ; for nucli a timely discrimiiialiuu would have siiggostcil 
a coustitutional remedial eoui-so mom apprupriate, it is pre- 
sumed, than that whidt van instituted. AdmuiiiHhed by the 
words of tlio grout medical [ihilosopher above referred to. I 
have embraced evory suitable opportunity to dwell, in brief 
and unambljjuous language, upon the subjoct of llio diag- 
nous of thu various spccilic atfectiuns or consequenccB aris- 
ing; from impure sexual congress. It is liopod that the 
labor put forth in this direction will be found serviceable 
to the young and iiiexperienced pbysiciati, in his investigft- 
tioits of a claims of oi)scurQ and poi-plcxing cascii, tliAt ocua- 
nonally present tlieinselves for his deciaioii and uiannf^ojiiciil, 
I have endeavored to delineate tlio cbaracteristic feiitureit 
attttuiiiod by the various cutaneous affealions resnlling from 
tlie venereal poison, and liiy which the practised eye may gen- 
ernlly distinguish tliem from non-spocific einplioJis. Ho far 
as it has hvon deemed advisnlilc to classify them, and to »itu(Iy 
tlicm in separate dirisions, the nomcncluturo of Professor 
Wilson haa, with littfe variation, been adopted. This arrange- 
ment will aid ill observing and comprehending the laws that 
usually regulate the development of these cxteniul manifo&- 
tatims, and will greatly assist, also, in their tliagnosis and 
treaUneDt. Tlie fact that some eruptions bare a tondoucy to 
datroy tlio anatomical mcelianism of the skin, — ^tliat is, to 
proceed to ulceration, — while others evince no such disjwsition, 
bas induced that cxeolleiit writer, Mr. Do Meric, to divide all 
1 
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eyphititic eruptions into two classes ; viz., the ulcerative and tlie 
noTi-ulccrative. By this short method of simplificatiou, wo get 
rid of sundry liard worda employed by dermatologists ; hut it 
soemB to me tha.t such aa arrangemont will fail to givo to the 
Btudeiit, or to the medical atteiidaat, a clear and ecioutifio 
kuowk'dge of the respective forms which the syphilodermata 
exhibit, and that, in a practical or cUuical poiut of Tiev, it 
muEt he nttoadcd with do iiicoasidemMe disadvantage. Thcso 
diseases, at any rate, constitute a most important group of 
morbid phenomena, and require to ho studied most thoroughly 
by every member of the profession wlio midortakes their cure. 
Not a few persons on whom tboy exist, and who apply for 
medical assistauce, endeavor to deceive. They have interested 
motives for concealing the truth, and the physician is thrown 
into embarrassing circumstances. If, as a general rule, the 
latter can rely witii safety nu hia own ability to give a true in- 
terpretation of the eruptions, — that is, if ho can identify tbem 
without a knowledge of their antecedents, — lie has no occasion 
to hesitate or snccumh before the individual under examina- 
tion. His intelligence and sound jiidgmont will soon bo appar- 
ont to the other party, wlio will not only ho driven, like the fox, 
from his enbtcrfiiges, but will yield respect and conlideucc to 
the man whom lie could not dcccivo. 

The chapter devoted to the consideration of eocoDdary 
syphilis, where no primary accident has preceded, contains, it 
is believed, a fair presentation of facts, and a tnithful oxpros- 
sion of tbe sentiments recognized at the present day by a great 
majority of the most distinguished nieai|ters of the profossionf 
who have lind the most ample opportunities for acquiring 
knowledge upon the particular points concerning ■which thoy 
Rpoak. The cases and data H]M>n whicb their opinions are 
based, will bo found to bo Eomcthing more than more nega- 
tions; — nor are tliey brought forward for the vain purpose 
of establishing or demolishing any particular pathological the- 
ory, exclusive of other and higher considerations. It would 





Bcom that & candid apprcciatioa of vhat is embodied in tliis 
chapter, would lead to the coavictiou that there is but a veiy 
narrow margin, or, rathor, no ground at all, for controversy 
or doubt ; atid ;et Ibera are those vlio discredit the ovidenoe 
thus adduced and fortilied. If the reader finds himself btiU 
roaming in the barren realias of ekepticisui, let him pause at 
least, and, iu an unbiassed and pliilosopliical epirit, li&tcii to 
these facts as admonitory voices to his hicrcdulitjr ; and let 
him glean thcrerroiu a lesson of wisdom and pmdence. Tlii» 
will be saliila.ry Luth to himself and others, even if his mind 
be not fully einaticipated from the infliionco of long-clierished 
opinions of ait oppoti^ite kind ; fur [iostiii)ly he may be rciiuired, 
in the course of his prufcssiontd life, and in virtue of hia 
a«credit«d «upcriur attaiumeuts iu whatever relates U) his call- 
^Si ^ S^^*^ '"^ ttistimou}', under the sauctity of an oath, oa 
certaiu points at issue, in the eoltimn halls of justice, and 
intimately couuuclcd vitli this subject; and itivulving, aoion^f 
Other things, tlio great quusliou of the commtiuiuabilitjr of 
liccondary syphilis. 

No onu can boast tlint he has witnessed and treated all the 
accidonta enbiilcd wpon the liumnn frame, by tUb promiscuous 
intercourse of tliu scscs. Wliaicvcr position he may occupy, 
it is licarcely within tiie range of posi-iljility that his individual 
inreKtigations, experience, and opinions, can he siilTiciently 
comprehensive to embrace everything. The recorded observa- 
tions and labors of others should he consnltod. Accordingly, 
in gathering materials from wliich to couGtruct the present 
treatise, I have dcvote^io little time to the perusal of various 
works on venereal and other specific aHeclionB ongeiiderod by 
the abuse of the rcprodtictirc organs; and in the Blatements 
and views whicli ] hnvo oficrcd, I have, in very many instances, 
made other writera participnto iji the ri'sponsibilily. Numer- 
ous books, essays, lectures, and monographs have been pub- 
lished, and still have a name to live. Some of them are little 
also than an ingenious and gOiisamcr fal^rio of conjectures, 
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not unfrequontly dressed in a most faschiatiiig sijle^ and 
displaying lliQ workings of a lively imag'i nation. Some of 
tlieni arc remarkablo for sound erudition; some arc enlivened 
with boaiitifnl rlictoriciil strokes, and even glitter wilh tho most 
Ijrilliaiit corruscations of eloquence tliat can be found in any 
department of literature ; aud some are replete with much 
practical good sense. On many topics apjierUining to the 
sulyect of syphilis, a wide dist'i-oiiaucy of opinion cliaraetep- 
izcs tho pi'odui'tious of thu most gifLod anthurs, even up to tho 
prosQut muiumiL, and not a fuw grave prohlonis »till rDiuaiu to 
bo solved. Amid tho eonflict of seniimGiit wliieli thus pi-evails, 
the student in pui'snit of r<iliablo iuformation scarcoly knows 
how to adju't Ilia ruind, or how to sever the true from iha 
IkUo — tho whoat from tlio tares. On some of ihosa points I 
have voiitured to olTur a licl|iing limid, and to intQr|)UMO a word 
of ro conciliation, especidly in tlio field of tlhcrapoutics. 

For tho most iuijKjrtaiit discoveries that have been hi-ought 
to light since tho day» of Ilniilor, in regard to tho jialhology 
of vonoreal ihsor^lcrs, — lor various and iiios-t valiiublo *ug- 
gL'stions and principles proposed for onr guidance ijt their 
diagnosis, and for most useful rules and improvements in the 
remedial administrations winch tliey require, — the writings and 
other sorvicos of Ricord are cniitled to preuniincnt ct)»(.id(jrB- 
tion. IJut Uicord is not infallible; and, wliilo rendering tliis 
willing tribute to liiia masterly genius, 1 fuul eoni]iellud to add a 
slight qualirication, and to witlihold my assent from a few 
doctrinal views advocated hy this disliiignislicd sypliilitgraphcr. 
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Tbb favorable reception accoriled to the first edition of tb» 
vork, by the medical profflsaioii. is a source of gralificalion to 
the author, and atTords occasion for the issue of the present 
rerifi&d and enlarged edition. This would have appeared at aii 
earlier day, had not circunistaucci^, growiog out of the existing 
troubles of tine country, prOTented. 

In my endeavors more perfectly to present a rational course 
of treatment of tlie vanous phenomena of Teiiorea) alToctioiis, 
and to aurjuaint tny readers with the Inleat suggestions of ttioce 
whose eiilight«ncd osperience and posiUoii entitle tlieni to Ijc 
lieard, 1 have diligently consulted tho most suhstaiitial medico} 
literature up to the present day, and have incg rjioratcd into 
these pages whatever lias hcen dcctncd Ciiseutial to a thorough 
and practical com prvhcuBtoii of the goaoral subject, aud con- 
ducive to a knowledge of tho most modern and succcB^fiil 
methods of coaductiug iudividual case^ as they uiayt from time 
to time, occur. 

S. D. 

UobTON, /line, J8tH. 
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CHAPTER I. 

BLENNORBHAfilA. 

For a "rery long period, the identity of syphilis and gonor- 
rhuL'a trss a fruitful theme of dvbute ; and opinions the most 
coiilmdictory were enterUiiiied hy the authors aiid schools thu« 
cugagcd in coiitrovcrtiy. But the times have chnngecl ; and tlio 
dawo of a new aud better ppoch now opens npon the path of 
ihe medical practitioner. By the talents, and the pntieut and 
well-directed labors of sonic of the most eminent writer.s that 
have come npon the stage during the last quarter of a. century, 
the laws that govera the two diseases we are about to consider, 
have been brought from their lone niglit of obscnrity to tlio 
light of day, and are now corapaiatively well uiidLT>toud. And 
while it is a matter of congratulation that luatiy of the theories 
which otice flouri)«hed, and held a portion of the medical world 
spell-bound in error, have fallen asleep wiLh the rcnowin;d per- 
sonages who promulgated thotn, there is equal occasion to 
rejoice that the Held of therapeutics lins at last been explored 
with a largo amount of success, and its various products, wliich 
were once used without method, without reason, and witJiout 
mercy, are in more competent hands, and are made sabscr^'ieut 
to a more rational nnd Batisfactory treatment of the maladies ia 
question. 

At the present day, the more enlightened membora of the 
profession agree in the opinion that gonorrhoea is not a vcufi- 
rcal affection ; and yet a» gonorrhoea is usually contracted 
tiDder circumstances identical with those that give rise to 
syphilis, a treatise on the latter disease, however Judiuiou&ly 
2 liaj 
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prepared, would be regarded as deficient in dosign, unloi* the 
former complaint received a due share of consideratioa. 

Gonorrhoea, hlennorrhagia, clap, and urolhrilis, arc used as 
sjiionyraous terms, and are employed someThat indiscrimi- 
nutelj to detioto iiiSammatioii of tlio mucous membmoe of 
tlie urethra und other portions of the geDito-urinary passages, 
ftttendod wnth infectious, muco-punilent discharge, and a scald- 
iug pain ia micturition, cousequent upon impure sexual con- 
gress. The discharge is not uniform in its physiail charao* 
ter or composition. At first, it may consist almost entirety 
of mucus; in & few hours the mucus will contain pHs-globolos, 
which increase in relative proportion, until the disease readies 
its climax. As soon as it iKiniis 1o wane, and to pa^a into its 
ultimate stage, the morWii sevetion is again changed, and is 
once more characterized hy a preponderance of mucus, until 
at last it becomes nearly transparent;^ thus iudieatiug that 
the pus-glohules, upon which its contagions properties arc 
supposed to dti|ieiid, have ceased to he formed. This abnor- 
mal dischar^ is the blennorrhfea luodes of Dr. Good, the 
gonorrliuia impvra of Cnllen, tlio venrreal catarrh of Caparon, 
the catarrhal primary syjihUis of Wallace, the c/taudc-pissc, as 
it is called in the veniaeular and graphic parlance of the 
Proncdi populace. Still otlier names might ho cited as applied 
to inllamiiiuliuu of the male and femule orgniis of generation, 
accompanied with muco-puruleiit secretion, having a cliaraC' 
tor totally dillV'ri-iit from Iho ppi-cific virus of true syphilis, 
although reeeivod in the same manner and by the same or- 
gans ;— its medium of reception being cohabitation with ao 
infected individual. No generic term, however, which has 
reference lo the complnint, is free from oVyectious; and, until 
Bomo better phraseology is introduced and adcnowledjrcd in 
this department of nosnlogy, we must ho content to avail our- 
BoKes of technical e:(pre»sions thut are sufficiently undci^ 
stood, and thut have uo long and so well answered all practical 
purposee. 

Cacseh. — Simple urethral nmniiig, or hlcnnorrbagia sim- 
plex, in the male, conMsts in au increased secretion from the 
uretliral glands or follicles, and procoi'ds from mere local irri- 
tation, — is destitute of any contagious clcniunl or virulence 
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of tmj kind, and maf he produced h^ a variety of causcii. 
Of tlicsc causes, one of the motst frequent in tlie opiiuoii of 
some vriterSf is, eextial iutercourw with a female wlio is lahor- 
iof^ tinder leticorrhfa, or &oino other morbid coudition of tlio 
vulva, vagina, or uterus, wliieli may furnisU & catarrhal dis- 
oliarge poeiiessing more or Iuhk acrid properties, but tipecifically 
difibront ill its nature from the malignant goiiorrJiira imjntra 
juct mcntioiiud. and wliicli alone can bi> propni^atud. Muii liiivo 
also hueu known to receive ft blcniiorrhagiii frotii healthy women 
with vhom they liave liad sexual intereourse wiiile the men- 
strual flux liae been upon them. The vaginal secrutiomt, juitt 
previous to mcnEtruation, will likewise ocoasion urethral irriui- 
tion in men. of peculiar susceptibilities. lu women, htcniior- 
rhagia is a complaint rarely iiA with, compared with the fre- 
quency witli which it falls to tlie lot of men. Ricord states, 
with characteristic brevity, that women give twenty claps for 
one which they receive, Particular articles of fiiod, such as 
salted m«atfi, cayenne inp^ier, (^^itiger, etc., have the reputation 
of cauHiug mild blennorrliagia. Some porous cannot eat aspar- 
agus wiihout having a gonorrhceal discharge from the urethra, a 
few hours afterwards, spirituous li(]uors, boor, and codec, Lave 
beoa accus-ed of producing the same cllccte ; so, also, the una of 
caDlliaridett, injections, bougies, and pessaries, will give rise to 
a morbid secretion closely resembling ordinary ((ouorrlio^a. 
The same rewults occasionally supervene upon violent and hjrig- 
oontinued duuciu^, frequent venereal indulgence, anil the want 
of co-aptatiou in Iho genital organs of the two parlies. Mas- 
turbuliou, rlioninatinm, and gout will likewise occasion gonur- 
rliccu. Druitt mentions a case of most ubstiuale local irrila- 
tiou, nltondoil wilh urethral discharge, hronght on by riding 
several miles on horsebuck, witboul a saddle. Tlic patient was 
a married man, and had a tendency to irritation of tlie mucous 
mc ml) ran en. During troalnieat he sulTered a severe attack of 
rbcumatism. Dr. Itlackmaii relates the case of u patient {sev- 
enty years old, who was subject to gout, and, during one of his 
attacks, was soizod wilh a most eopiijus blfiniorrhagic discharge 
from tlio urethra. Dr. B. is positive llint this discharge was 
iuduccd by gout. Dr. Watson, of New York city, has seen two 
cases of the same kind. Labor and abortion arc tu be rcck- 
00«<1 among the cau&eii that give ri»e to blcniiorrbagia. Lou- 
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corrh<£at discharges in the female ftie sttppodsd to be ca|MliIe 
of geuermtiag lo the male an assemblage of pbenomcna altDoat 
precisely like tbo% developed to ocdinuy gonorrbOM derired 
from impare coooectioQ. With refeteaee to the contagious 
nature of leuoorrbfEal matter, Wlutebead njs, ^If ques- 
tioned oo the sul^ect, I should have no besitaUon to returo Ul 
answer in tlie iflinnaiire, in alt cases where tlie discliai^ in 
the female exhibits decidedly purulent properties, hSTiitg mjr- 
nlf untoeoeed MTersl iiicoDlesiible iiislauces of tho kind." 

Hitherto oo Euccess has attended any experiments or ciEflft- 
inatiuns that hare been made vilh a view to detect the cliaiao- 
tcriatic differences between a inie gononiicra and somo otiier 
dbehvges from the genital apparatus of tbe female, and which* 
it is (aid, occasionally excite & mild gouorrhtea in the male. 

The medical practitioner is sometimes called upon lo gire bit 
opinion on tlie question of susfMcion, and to adjust difliculties 
which spring up vitliin the domestic circle in connection with 
tliis emlwrrassing subjecL As the conscientious inlerjtreter of 
events, he can feci justified in expressing a conviction tliat blen- 
norrhagia does not always have iu origin in a specific virus, nor 
absolutely imply moral dcliuqacncT ou tlie part of any one; 
for the accident may take place under the moet varied circum- 
stances, and from a miilupUcity of causes, as detailed abore. 
The bare fact that a man or woman has the complaint, does not 
DBoessarily carry witli it demonstrative proof of guilt. The di9> 
ease may happen to the mo^t virtuous aud pure individual, 
male or fcmaJc. If the surgeon can obtain access to all tlie 
antecedents in tlie premises, without concealment from any 
quarter, he will have no diSicully in arriving at a true diagno- 
sis. A groat and not infrequent obstacle which the medical 
attendant is compelled to meet, in endeavoring to form a cor- 
rect opiuion, is this : lie must jnd^o in part from the general 
character of tlio patient; and yet tlic gvneral character for 
truth fulness, in matters uHccting ditii.*aMi uf tlic p;uital organs, 
cannot be depended upon. Many pursons, who are perfectly 
reliable on all oilier occasions, will iinl hcfiiluto to deceive their 
medical advisers coneoruiti^ iuijiuru coiuipctions. even when 
they know tliat deception, iit any dogrou, will operate against 
tlicir interests, pi'rhaps for lifo. 

Were it possible to cuUeut all Uio roputod sporadic ca&es of 
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«iiDp1e blennorrliagia lliat occur in any one of our large citiea 
during tho avcrago professional lifetime of the pliysician, the 
number of eucli instances, reckoned in tbe abstract, might seem 
coii!>iderablQ ; and tlio eciisualist niif^ht essay to appropriate tlie 
fact to his personal advantage, in tho hope that it mij^lit shield 
him from tho multitude of his sins, however frequently he had 
gone astrny into the patli of licentiousness. But if tlie history 
of every blonnorrhagia could be brought to lijfht, I believe it 
would api^ar tliat for every instance not coupled witli a depai^ 
turc from rectitude, hundreds would be found to originate 
under directly opposite circnmstancos. So that while the med- 
ical mail admits tliat various innocent caueoB may induce gon- 
orrlioeal dischargos, I think he may foel warranted in tine 
opinion that tho combined agcney of all these sources is qui 14) 
iusignilicant, compared with the a^^^ncy attributable to tho one 
cliicf cause, uaioely, cohabitation with su individual affected 
with a sf)eciGc and contagions blennorrliagia; a disease of the 
gcnito-uriuary ot^ans, arising from an animal poison generated 
by impure sexual intercourse, and easily confounded with vari- 
ous iiDn-5pccific, tion-cotitagious, inQammatory alfectioua, which 
occasionally attack the samo organs, and are likewise charactcr- 
ired by secretions more or less puriform. But these discharges 
are minus tho true, infectious, gonorrhoea! element. la caBea, 
however, where there is ground for reasonable doubt as to the 
cause of blennorrliagia, it is right that the suspected party 
should have the benelit of that doubt. The medical witness 
will be justilied in leaning somewhat to the side of mercy. 

I hare corresponded, and otherwise conforred, with many 
medical gentlemen, with a view to obtain their opinion with 
regard to simple Icucorrhcea as a cause of contagious gonor- 
rlia-a. Those who have boon long in practice, and who have 
had large experience in the treatment of both diseases, conttider 
it a Ubcl on the female sex to attribute the latter dieordor to 
tho former. One diutinguistied sui^eon, who has probably 
seen, as many cases of urethritis as any man in the country, 
Informs me that ho never saw an instance which he thought 
was occasioned by leucorrhcea. Were this disease capable of 
giving rise to a veritable gonorrhcea, few married men in tli© 
wide universe would escape being poisoned with it by thotr 
wives, for it is well kuowu that leucorrhoeal discharges afflict, 
2* 
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moro or loss, a majorily of adult females. I foel bound, per 
contra, to cite tlie opinioQ of & junior correspondent, wIioko 
scientific acquirements I greatly rofipect, and wlio occupies t 
favorable post of observation in the cliief city of our uiiioo. 
He writes ; "In reply to your note asking ma to give you my 
■views, derived from porsoiisil observation, as to tlie possibility 
of a woman affected wllli simple kucorrlioea, or during her 
menstrual period, communicating a goaorrlicea to the male, 
1 would stale that 1 have uo doubt, whatever, as to the possi- 
bility of such communication', and I would go even further, 
and assert that a vast majurity of cases of gonorrhooa in the 
male, arise iu this maimer from intercourse with vomen who 
have not the disease themselves." During a practice now of 
thirty years, I have had scores of patients, who have pretended 
that their urethritis might have been derived, or probably was 
derived, from llie vaginal or uterine secretion now alluded to; 
but 1 have never seen any evidence that convinced me of the 
fact. My faith in the power of loucorrhtcul secretion as a 
source of blennorrhagia in the male, is scarcely efjual to a 
grain of mustard seed; and 1 u.sually tuni a deaf car to all 
such specious explanations. 1 am uiLable to recof^uize this 
antecedent as the procnring cause of such an oveut. The sub- 
ject, however, is one of which no man lias the key of absolute 
knowledge. It must, from the very nature of things, always 
remain a matter of opinion. My own coincides with that of 
Sigmund — iJitil ^onnrrha-a ntone proiJucfs f^nmirrliira.* 

1 will here introduce an instance of mild urethritis, the 
cause of which is not difficult of explanation ; but which, had 
it concerned parties less intelligent in medical matters, might 
have given ot^costion fur dark suspicions and recriaii nations. 

A few years sijice, an intimate medical friend of mine, of uu- 
ImiMjachul lie character, had an attack of simple blennorrhagia, 
or pseudo-gon orrhtca. Tlic facts in tho case, aa related by 
bimaclf, were these: He had never iudulged in illicit intur- 

* In ccnvernBtion & few montlis Binee, with a tnemhcr of tlie profession, 
who has been President of llic Ameritaii Mudicid Asaudnlioti, he nrraurkcd 
tlial lie had long Iwtu " or* tbe watch " for a case of gonorrlifBa prniiiiced hy 
loucorrhTo or by the menstiual dischnrge. but hud npver met with one. No 
mnn m tliis country uvcr etijoycd it mors ezteosive rsDge of obMrv».lion thftn 
ibe cue bcro referred to. 
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conrse, and his nifo vras above mspicion. He had had no 
sexual commutiicatiun with Lvr Fur nbout tlirco months, us slio 
was numnf; a young infant. One moniiiig, Rftor linviiij^ con- 
aectiou witlj her the previous night, he experienced severe 
irritation and smarting on passing uriiie, followed immediately 
hj sharp paiu, which lasted a few niomeuts, aiid then Mibsided 
antil the next period of micturition. Duriug the interval, 
however, there was a constant sensutiua of uneasiness in the 
urctlira. On tlie lirst day of the attack, the glans penis became 
BWoUen, and there was a moderate discharge of glairy mucus, 
of the connstcncc and Appearance of the white of egg. On 
the following day, the glaiis and preputial surfaces were ex- 
coriated and decidedly sore. This state of things continued 
for four days, when the irritation aud BWoUiiig abated, and the 
urethral discharge assumed a more purulent character, being 
thick, pasty, and of a liglit yellow tint. As the liypersecre- 
tion oojuired the latter properties, it lessened iu qiiatility, and 
at the same time the irritation and smarting nearly ceusud. 
At tlie expiration of ten days, the bleimorrhagia and its com- 
plicaiioiis disappeared. Rest and cleanliness were the reme- 
dies. The above phenomena did not disturb the harmony or 
mutual regard and cujiGdetice of the parties, who were not only 
persons of high social position, but of the best intellectual and 
moral culture. The fact that the symptoms came on so shortly 
alter utdulgence, and also that they subsided without medi- 
ciue, suffidcudy separates them from blennorrhagia derived 
froui a contagious virus, which usually rcf^nircs au incubatioa 
of several days before its specific action is developed. The 
fault was not in the woman. .She had no vaginal trouble. 
The accident was due to the pecuhar susceptibility* of the 
<>lhcr party. .Such results, and even worse ones, at least so 
far 86 regards the prepuce and glans, are not very uncommon 
in newly-married men. A few years since. Dr. W. W. Mor- 
laud, of this city, requested uio to see a patient of his, who 
had a phagedaenic ulcer on the prepuce. The patient was 
twenty-tivQ years old, and had been married one week. In a 
day or two after his nnpliuls, the prepuce became enormously 
Bwolleo and ccdematous. The young man bore u good char- 
acter, and the bride was also without reproach. He eent for a 
pbyHiciaa, who, after an examiaatiou of the parte, announced 
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to tlie patient, in a coarse, rude manner, " that lio had got tlw 
pox," and prescribed accurdiiigljr. Tho young husliaiid was 
groally onrngod, dismissed the plijsician itistunter, and sent for 
Dr. Morlimd, who decided that the lesion was nut speciBc. All 
the circumutaiiccs coimoctod with the case aitd witli llio yonn^ 
couple abundantly proved the correctness of Dr. Morland's 
diagnosis. The phageda^iiiu action, in tbis instance, set in 
with great euddonn'Oiis, was very rapid in its progress, and did 
contiidarablo mischiof beforo it was arrested. 

Urolhritis and ulcerulions sometimes occur nuder circum- 
stances eo ohscurc, tliat the Di&diuul attendant cannot arrive at 
any Kutisfactory couclusions as to the cause of the aBuctJoa. 
Ill this connection, I euhmit the following communication ro- 
uting to two cases reported by Dr. C. E. Buckingham, recently 
phy&icisn to tbo Uouso of Industry, South Boslou: — 

" CaeoB liavQ presented themHclvcs of mucons discharges, and 
of ulceration, in wliieh 1 do not in the least dcgrco donbt that 
imfturo cuuncction was never had. They have not ^cn iiu- 
inwrous. Hilt siipposu llmt oiio oi" your own personal friunds, 
wlio acknowlodgca that in former yoara lio has had gonorrhtea, 
conies to you. ilo lias not married. He confosses that williin 
four or live years lio liaa Imd frequent eesual iiitcrcourt^e ; but 
Bays that for the last cif^lit woelts lie has nut touvJied a 
female, and that within forty-oight hours there has been itching 
and rednoss about thu meatus urinarins. On exainination, 
you find lliero is moisture, but nothing which you can decide 
at once to bv purulent. Ue i:$ cleanly in his person niid dress. 
Now, con yo\t vitli any consistency doulit tlie etatcment of 
audi a person, who could not have tho reason of sliame to 
prevent a knowledge of what you knew before? In Api-il 
last (186G), such a cose was under my care, and was treated 
at the hogitming, sirn|»ly with an astnngQiit wash to tlie part. 
In two or three day» there wa<> a prol'nse miico-punileut dis- 
ohorgo from the meatus, into which no syringe or oilier instru- 
ment had been introduced till that titne. The disease did 
not tenuiiiato till alter the middle of .September. It is true, 
that fur days at a time — not more than three — there would 
be entire cee^sation of the discharge, and it would then re- 
Oontmeiice. In this time thoro was once painful swelling of 
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Ha testicle, which jrielded easily. I have Been this patient 
to-day (NoTember 7, 1856), upon other biuiaess, and he in- 
forma me that since the date mentioned, he had no returns 
of his tronble. 

^ Mj experience vith syphilitic cases vhile in attendance upon 
the Hospital at South Boston, was not so great as you probably 
imagine. 

*' I caanot forbear mentioning one case under my private treat- 
ment, which gave me great annoyance, and which you may be 
able to expl^a. Several years since, a friend, himself a physi- 
cian, UDmarried, called upon me for advice concerning wlmt, upon 
any other person, I should have called an indurated cUancre, sil- 
nated upon one side of the prepuce and quite near the frEenum. 
He denied ever having had sexual intercourse at all. He had 
been treating it for several days with mild astringent lotions, but 
it constantly increased and had become as large as my forefinger 
nail. He was fully capable of detecting chancre in any one 
else, and as capable of treating it ; but he called upon me be- 
cause he could not make out what this was, and with the fullest 
belief that I should ridicule his statement. Be acknowledged 
the wearing of a pair of ridiog-trowsers a week or two previous, 
borrowed from a friend for an afternoon's ride. He had no rea- 
son, he said, to think his friend had the disease, or if he had, 
that he would have loaned him the clothing unless it were known 
to be clean. I laughed at his account, and proposed inocula- 
tioQ, which he assented to ; and his thigh was inoculated by 
myself with the discharge from the ulcer, and I believe in more 
than one spot. The apparent chancre was thoroughly cauter- 
ized with nitrate of silver, which did not put a stop to its spread- 
ing. The prepuce became very cedematous, and the inoculation 
had no effect. As the sore continued to extend, at his own re- 
quest, he was put upon mercurial treatment, was etlierized, 
and the part touched with nitric acid. After the separation of 
the slough formed by the acid, the oedema became t>o great that 
it was impossible to uncover the glans ; but tlie sure did not 
diminish in size. The mercurial was continued for many days 
without any perceptible effect upon the gums. Several weeks 
after tlie discontinuance of medicine, the sore began to heal, and 
BO far aa I know, he has never had any symptoms of venereal 
affection. I am frequently in the habit of seeing this gentleman, 
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and am qnJle oertun that hail iaperfectlr good health. I know 
alio that wluls b« vu under traWmetil he l>ecaai« a miuTio<l 
DWn, and am <{mie oertaiu that his vife is a h«altli/ «omaD. 
This is a etse tor specolatioo. 

*• 1 uo, Twy respectfully, yours, 

** ChaUXS E. SUCKCS-GIIAJC** 

In r^;ud to the &rst case fumisbod by Pr. Bitckingbam, tha 
qacry arises Tluither the suspicious ooaoecttoDf which is ackiiowl- 
•dgod 10 havQ c^«a pUos eight voeks. auterior to tlie blcoDor^ 
rhagia, is to be regarded as th« occa$ioa of the urethral difficul- 
^. lustuiees are ou record showing th&c more than two months 
may p»$s avar bofure tlie gouorrhueal iufecrion manifeAts itself. 
Dr. ^;uQui-l Morrill, of ihis city, ouco had a case quite similar 
to Uio one ^Mive related by Dr. B. Dr. Morrill's patient had 
iritcrcouno vitli & prostitute ia BuetiiH Ayres.aiid th« next day 
soiled for Buslou. The &bip had a loug passage. Id ju^t bixty 
duiy» from tlte titus lie vi&itod tliis woman, and while he was yot 
at sea, the man was seized with a violent btoaiiorriiagi&, for which 
he cunxulu'd Dr. Morrill a8 M>on as be reached port. 

Uuuier bcUcTed that the period betweeu exposure and tlie ap- 
pcuninuo of pvirulciit uixitliral discharge, ranged all the way 
frotu a few hours to suveral weeks. His opinion was based upon 
i^tatenieiiu and i?xatup1uit furiii»hed hy his own patients. His 
theory was, thai tlie iutloiuiuatory autioii in soiuo couslitutious 
tui;j;ht oxiict fur a long liiue before lliti suppurative period. 

Tiio second case related by Dp. nuckiiigham is a legitimate 
oiiff for " spccuUtioii." By inappropriato ifealmeut, patients 
often convert a hiirmless piiuple, or an vczcwatous or hurpotic 
vesicle siluulcd OH the gl&iis or prepuce, into au ugly, chau- 
crous-looking bopo. Nothing U ca»ior than to inauufacture 
Bueh a soru. I have seen not a few ci^ated in this manner. 
lu the Cfise umlcr renew, Dr. It. had no opporlunily to see the 
losioii " in a stalo of nature ; " and the speciilalive idea that 
BUgifOsts itself to my mind in relation to it, is, that it* normal 
features had boun modified by tlie applications resorted to, 
before it came under his inspection. Its final history would 
BCem to prove tlmt it possesBod no apeciftc attribute. 1 once 
had a case not unlikii this. Tlie imtient was a pate, thin, 
feehle-bodied man, forty yeara of age, and suffered extremely 
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rroin dyspepBia, When ho called upon mo, he liuc^ n sore on 
llie glans as large as a lialf-dimo. It communcetl as a mere 
pimple. The patient liad tried his own skill at it, and nitrate 
of silver had frcqwcnlly been applied. Tlie Roro was qnilo 
doep. It was not painful, and yielded a vary gcaiity d i^clmrpi.'. 
Tlie man had a nice woman for a Vfife, ami wus liim^t-lf of 
good character. He igiiocpd all illicit intimacy with the other 
sex, and 1 did not licsitntc to accept his statcmoiit. AUiioii{^h 
th« ulcer boro a strong rcsemijlmtce to (,'haiiero, I did not 
tliiiilc it entitled to that epithet. The patient was put npon 
tonic trontioont as far as his eystcm would lolopato : and nilnc 
acid, — two drops to tliu outieo of water, — uromuLic wiiu;, 
tannin, and weak cliluiinatvd watur, furmed the local appliua* 
tion5. Four moiitlia eliipsud hoture he was riil wf tiio aore. 
He had no buitu nor secondary accidents. 

Contagioiu hlennorrliagia, — liiat is, a lilennorrliiigia that 
can l*c commiinicntud, — is a epecilic disease. It cannot give 
rise to sccouiUiry syphtlilic accidoitt»!. In all eases, wtieru 
sucli phenomena have followed a gonorrhcca of the nrcthra. it 
is certain that true chancres, — such ai ai-e termed iiy French 
writers chancres larvi't, — must have coUxistod. M. iSuuiaiJs, ot* 
Lyoii», utalcs that Hiniplis htontiorrliagia, williout the csUleiiuo 
of cliancre in the urethral canal, may ho followed by constiCii* 
tionul niaiitfcstitiou5, such as woll-inarked, mutidod iik-ers on 
tlic tonsils, mucous tulicrclea at tlie commissures of tlio lips, 
about iho arms, on the scrotum, — syphilitic ecthyma, papular 
eruptions, etc. This opinion is not sustained iiy the history 
of the diwasQ. Tliero is uu well-jiulliecilicated example, 
which proves that an individual, in whom ilie mucous Burlacee 
have been examined during an attack of blijiitiorrliagia, with- 
out the esistence of cliancre. has ever afterwards had second- 
ary syphilitic lesions in any form. One of the be>it nrjrnmL'iits 
and proofs that can be offered against tlio identity of Iho 
syphilitic virus and the virus of goiiorrhtea, is, llmt llie con- 
stant tendency of tlie first is to produce BccomJary fymptoois, 
which we denominate constitutional eyiihilis : while it is 
equally true that gonorrhoea, however severe, or however 
protracted in duration, is never followed liy *"i^l> symptoms. 
In iho treatment of Ronorrhtra, an erytliematous eflloroscoiici) 
of Ibc skin, induced by tlio free exhibition of cubebs or 
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bal»am of co{<aiba, is oeoauonally luct with : and if thcM remi^ 
dios are eotiliiiuttJ afu>p Iho appoamiicfl of llie pretertiauiral 
cuUinvotis redness, a weU-iuarkcd, lichenoid eruptiou, acooiil- 
(Kiiiiod with iini>;1i iicliiug, i^ Tcrv linblo to break out on the 
trunk of llie l>ofiy and upjmr portion of tho esti-emities. But 
tills eruption lias no patlioTo^cu) rclatioiitt to goiionrhaea. It 
subsides ill six or eight dav3 after tlie discoiilimiaiioe of the 
tncdiciiius tliat gave risu to it. It is perfectly barml&is, and 
docs not ill any wise merit a place among syjiliilitic papules. 

Ccrtniit coiiscqiioiLccs and sGqiielte follow blonnorrliagia, 
but tiicy ari) not venereal. Goiiorrliicul oplitlialmia mid ^onoi^ 
rhuul rliuiiiiiuli^im arc coiisljiiitly niol witli ; so al»> swelled 
testicle, >uniotinies cnlleil iduiinorrlingic epididymitis, occors 
somcwliiit frequently as an aci:oiupnnimeiit or eont-eqiioiico of 
gouorrlin'iil disclinrgc. Tlic inguinal glands now and llieu 
bceomo oiigoi-gud and even suppurate, vrliilc a man lias gotioi^ 
rliflca upon liiin. Tliis condition of llic filands is to bo regarded 
ill the light of a sympatlietic allectiou, — as a bubo, an 
adcniti», which is no more to bo considered n Tenei-eal symp- 
tom than an ciigorgeiiicnt of tlio axillary ganglia, wliieli may 
tako place vliJle a falon is formijig oti tlie finger or a racciuo 
pustule on tlio arm. 

Diagnosis. — Candidates for medical treatineiit occasionally 
iinajfiiio tbat tliey achieve a groat exploit, if by an ingenious 
fabtieation of stories, they succeed in deceiving' the physician 
ill regard to the origin of tlieir biciiiiorrlmgin. Tiio |)liyBiciaiJ, 
on the otlier hand, lius no poi>iti\-c means of disLingnisliing, in 
all cases, a simple gonorrhoea, not liroiight on by impure 
sexual inti?reom-se, fnmi a sjieeific urethritis cauf-lit fnnii an 
infected prostitute. Altliuuyli in suiiie rare iiiManers of iiou- 
Bpeeific urothritis, the symptoms assume great severity, yet it 
may be laid down as a general rule that tlicy are charanti^rized 
hy ciimparalivo nuldness. The inflnniniatioii i^ moderate, — 
prodnein<; hut littlo pain or scalding in niiettirition ; the uro- 
tlinil Nicretion occasions littlo or uo cscoriation of tlie parts 
'with \rl)i(-l) it cou)C8 in contact, and the complaint yields to 
gciitte Irivatnioiit. 

As an instnnce of the devices resorted to by patients for 
purposes of duccplion, let mc present the following; — 
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Casf, — A married man who was of good standiiig in Ins 
neiglibyrliood, called upon rao ono day for llio cure of a 
recent Wennorrliagia. Ills wifo was a woman of irroproach- 
at>lo habits, and vf&s in good liaallb. Tlie Imsband denied all 
impro{)er Iwhaviur, and knew im more titan '* a dead man " 
lion* tio could litivu con Iracicd liis discusc. 1 told liiiu tlmt as 
for as trostmeiit was concorncd, it was no mattLT, — and [>rc> 
scribed copaiba capsules. At his second vii^ilt he stated tliat' 
be had ascertained tlio soiircc of his goaorrlioea. One oven- 
iug, just previous Co the coiuiiiencemeut of his urethral run> 
iiiiig, he attended a ball, at which he woro a pair of trowsers, 
borrowed of a friend who liad the clap. My patient gut rid 
of hid gouorrlni-'a in about tliree weeks. Scarcely had a 
twelvemonth ijlapsud, liuforo ho presented himself for the 
treatment of secondary syphilis. Tubercles and piistulus 
•were scaltorod u|>cin llio face; — the arms and legs were the 
seat of numerous pii&tular blotches and ulcers: — the buccal 
cavity also showed several well-iunrkcd syphililic snros. Tlie 
man now ac^koou' lodged tiiat he liad long lieen intitmite with 
lewd f<>aialo8, — that he had sitlFered fi-oin primary syphilis 
before lie consulted mc, — and tiiat llio exigency of the cir- 
cum&lanccs he was in, induced htm to withhold tlio truth in 
regard to the symptoms, fur wliich lie fu'st consulted me. 

After all that can he oiiid, the phyi'ician ititiat fui-m his dla^ 
nosis, in very many cases, from t'xtrnnrous circumstantiul evi- 
dence added td that derived from the .■lymptoms tltem^iclvcs. 
SypbiloKraplicr!! tcU us that if a discharge come on only a few 
buur^ after connection, and if it have continued several days 
without inHnniinutory Bymptoins, — if tlia putiont have been 
subject to souio discliargc, after an excess of vcuery or of wine, 
— iu all siicii cases it is probable that lie label's under souiq 
other form of nrethnil disease, utid that aJthoiif^li the inter- 
ooune of tlio sexes may have boon tho exciting cause, still there 
may Ite no imputation on the purity or cleanliness of tito female. 
Tlie Iiypolliesis founded on all these circumstances may bo 
safe in some cnsc^, In otlicre not. In Xovomhor, Ift-jfi, a young 
man consulted rao, foi; a blunnorrhagia, wliicli appeared within 
forty -eight liojirs after Iio had connection with a woman of the 
town. The discharKO had cxi>ted four days, and wns very 
copioits. Tljo oth<?r symptoms, usually attendant on iiretliritis, 
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vcre very mild. Tlie iwiieiil stated tliat ho had frequenily 
been ti'ouljled wiUi lljc same compluiul, Init llial it had never 
set ill »o »iMn after exposure as ou tliis uccasiOD. He led a 
sedentary Ixit di^soliito lifo. Tlio disoaso dogeiioraled into a 
gleet, wtiicli lasted six moiitlis, and was finally cured W tlie 
ujjplicatioii or caiitlmridal CDllodioa to llic penis. Tlmt this 
WAS ail iiistatico of specilio goiiurrliuia, arising from imptirv 
COiincctiwi, I du not doubt. 1 Iiavu ocuusioiLiilly met villi sim- 
ilar instances. Where the urethra has sunbrod from repeated 
attacks, and wIiim-c the patient is a hard drinker, as was this 
joiLiig lUQii, the phenomena of tUe compli^int do not tippear 
with the tiume reeiilarity as to time or charactor, as in a first 
MetiiiorHiiigia, and in an individual nut addicted to excessive 
libuliuns. 

The average interval botwocn exposure and the occurrence 
©r Uio blonnorrlmgic secretion is from four to five days. This 
fact may lii'lp to form a tangible basis, on which to construct 
a liilTorcnlial diuguosis. All deviatiuLis fi-mn the lime here speci- 
fied are to bo coiieidered as exceptional cEtses, dcpeudeut ou 
peculiar clreum^tuiices. 

SYMFroMs. — 111 relatinj;: the Iiistory of symptoms, patients 
generally state, tlmt within IWL'Uty-ibnr hours after auspicious 
co'ituH, tlicy beiiiu to noUco strange scnsalioiis along the ure- 
thral cfiiial, such as iiicrt^ased lieat, irritation, itching, etc. 

There is sciircely any period of incubation or ohsoUito dor- 
mnniT. The virus coinnienoes its action ahno:^t from the nio- 
nifiit it ie doiJOsiiuO. Tlie disease, at first, consists of a little 
disuliai-go from the lips of the meatus urinariua, which are 
glazed uvcr, tn' pi'rhups Iwcome pnlulom, red, and slightly 
tnnii;licii. Oji M|[|i-c/.ing the nrga]), the morbid exudation slides 
along the cauul, and runs down upou the frirnum in thick, 
li-anspai-ciit, ropy masses. These symptoms constitute the ini- 
tial s^lujro of hluniiorrhagia. By the second or third day from 
the first appeanince of the mucous secretion, the inflamnintion 
acquires more intensity. The discharge bi-comcs more ahun- 
dnnt, and instead of being merely a ghitiiioiis substance, it 
is changed to piinilent matter — is more consistent — of a 
groonifih-yollow tinge, and omits n disag;reeahle, nauseous odor, 
wholly clifieront from -that of ordinary pus. The oflluviuju U 
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and other eru)>tious of the skia, Uiq blennorrliagia is prone to 
assume a chronic chara(!t«r from the begiiining, and is then dif- 
ficult of cure. Ponietiioea, iiotwithstandiiig; every judi^oiis 
lueclicnl Attention, the complaint progresses steadily, from day 
to day, for scrora) wcckR, the di^churgo increasing in qiiantilr, 
villi corresponding angmuntatiuu of the other i^ymptotns. 1b 
gucli cases, if tho previous hahils of the patient can bo ascer- 
tained, it will goiicDtlly be found that he has led an irre)>ular 
life, or that lio is ^n^ceptiblo to intlamiuatory afTectioiis of the 
mucotis incmbranes ; and tho xystciti rcfiiHCH to respond to tlie 
usual iuduciico of aiiti-blonnorrliagic agents. Persons who 
have had sevorul frusli atlitclcsof this maludy suHer for a longer 
time from each siicuossive uiie, alt1iiuu!i;li the symptoms do not 
actjiiire so high a degree of intensity as tlioy do in the first 
gonorrhipa. 

lilorMiorrliagia often snhsidos into n chronic form, and tormi- 
uates ill lilciinorrliicu or gleet. The amount of discharge is 
reduced to two or tlireo drops lu the twenty-fout- Lours. lu 
some cases it is noticed only in the morning ; in othei's, the ori- 
fieo of the urothra is consLiitiily moistonod with it, or its lips are 
sculed togctln;r a pa-iit {lotliuiL of the tlnio in conseqncnce of 
tlie drying up of the exudation. The fluid is of a seroua or 
mucous dmrueler. If pus j-iohulcs bo present, they separate 
into a pollielc by themselves, and leave a small, yellow slain 
upon the pultcnt's luieij. 

Sometimes the ylcet is intermittent. It will disappear for 
several duys, and then, in cuiisecpiciu:o of buiuo imprudence, 
will again rotnra. Any irrcffuianly or indulgoace on Iho part 
of tlie paliotit, or any iiniitopiiL'iy in troutrapnt, may rosnlt in a 
permanent cstabliahmejil of lliis trifling but annoying fcecrelion. 

CONXifiTOK. — It is impossible to say at what period the *|>e- 
ei fie, contagions element ceases to form a eomponent fiart of a 
bleiinorrhagia. Il is more persistent in iht.- fcintile lliaii in the 
uialo. Ilunler luenlioiia the case of a girl, who Iiad been two 
years In tlie Mii^d;iliMi Hui^pittil, and who iiifi-ctcd a man with 
whom she had coiniection imraotlintdy lifttir nhe l«ft tbnt insti- 
tution. The only safe rule for the medical advisffr to adopt iu 
giving counsel to those wlio seek it, is ihis: while llierc is any 
morbid discharge frum the genital apparatus, either in tho male 
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secretion during coition ; and it is fortiinato for tlicm that this 
pliysiologicul cunJitioii exists iii sucli a crisis. Altlioiigh it is 
admitted that, in most instances, gleety secretions are littrmluss, 
so far as roktesi to coiitagioii, yol wo possess no moans of dcter- 
miiiirig, iti aU cases, wlicn tliis ulcuieut is presoiit and wlien it 
is not. Bleniiorrliwwl matter is not uuifcH-nj in its constitution 
in Mio s[iine iiidiviilual. The ainntint of pus globnles dillcrs at 
ditlbretit times. Any liigli excitoinont will angmeut their num- 
ber, and sexual intercourse is one of tlio diief causes of this 
purulent increase. Unless h 8amplc of bleiin orrhccal exudation 
wcro to oxliilnt the purity of diatlllod wator, wlion oxamincd 
with a Iiigli magnifying power, no man would be juatified in the 
conclusion that it was bereft of its noxious properliefs. In 
snuouncing Ins npiiiiun, it is enough for tlio iiicdicali man to 
know timt, under certain circunisLanccs niid conditions, gluot is 
commuuicablc. Cases are recorded of contugioii thus commu- 
nicated, and giving rise to the most disastrous domestic unliap- 
pinees. M. Vidul relates two snch. The disease was consid- 
ered of no iuiportauce, and tuarriage was pormiLled. Separaiiou 
of tbo parties was tlio rosuU in hoth instances. 




CHiVPTER n. 

TREATMENT OF BLEXNORRHAGLV Vi THE MAI-E. 

is Hie male subject, the aiitoriop or balanic portion of the 
uretlira U in a minority of caws tiie primary seat of gonorrliosa ; 
aud the pr«cbe point at wliich the irritation commences is the 
fosw iiavJculariM. From tliis (ocua tljo dist^usc may cstcnij uiilQ 
tlic Ciiiml h implicated tliroiiglioiit its n-liolc Icii^^tli, tiulcss an 
effectual check be put to tlie morbid action by what is termed 
Uic at)m-Li%'0 trnatiuciit. If the piiticiit apply to tlio xtirgeoD 
witliiii iwcnty-fuur hours from tlie first apjjoaraHco of tlio dis- 
charge, the use of injections may iti some iiistancos bo resorted 
to with success. Ill the generality of caneb, it is well to order a 
brisk cathartic before commencing with otlier remedies. A freo 
action upon the bowels by some valine medicine, will pave the 
way fur beiiellctHl results to be realized from ihe em|ikiyniciit of 
injections and from large dosas of balsnm of copaiba or the 
powder of cnbel)?. In llio treatment uf all cases, wliotlicr l)y 
the abortive method or othorwiso, it is impoitaitt, in every elago 
of the complaint, to gutiril agaiiiKt a conhtipHtcd condition of 
tlie alimentary canal. In this particular, advantage may bo 
gained by altcntiou to diet. The free use of oranges, dates, or 
figs* — ^ '•owl of oatmeal gruel sometime in the after part of 
the day, wild Jo much toward accomplishitig all needful pur- 
poses ill this direction. If repeated evacuaiit medicines be 
given, they will be liable to interfere with tlio digestive fiuio 
lious, — will render the bowelR more and more torpid, — and an 
increase of llie dose will be needed on everv successive occadon. 
In many uistance^, wliere freo purgation \i resorted to, a long 
and tedious course of treatment is renuired. Patients of their 
own accord often pursue a cathartic plan for several wueks, and 
then report tliat their urethral diflicnlty is as troublesome as at 
Iho hegiiuiiiig. At least, there seems tw he no prospect of its 
termination, bi cousequeiice of the increased action performed 
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hy Uic alimoiuary canal. U is iinpurtntit, as aitslliary to inoro 
direct and q)ecilic tucasui-es, to maintain a decidedly open con* 
dilioii of tliu bowels ; but not to ariiioy tlie patient by constant 
<losva of »liarp, drnstic inediciims. 

Fi'MENTATHiNS. — As a local remedy, liot water fomeiitution« 
csorl n most, favornlillo influence in allaying llio severity of tlis 
syinplinii-s iittdidiint on itcitte blcnnorrliagia. They should b« 
applied to tlio penis tind its dupondeiiccs for fiftQeii or twenty 
minutes, many times in tlio twoiity-four huurs. Used in the 
oarly Klag<!, aud at as Iiigli a loiupcraturo as can be endured 
witlioiit actually hlistering the part-s, tliey serve to lessen tho 
iriilaljility of llio iiietlira very 9]icedily; — they allay the paiu 
and scalding in nttctnrttion, and rolievo tlie patient of the 
HQnsiatimi of dragging woij^ht in the teslefl, and about the peri- 
niciin) and dips. On removing the fomenUtions, llic parts 
sliould I'c fovi.H-od witli a single llnckjiess of sofi Hucn. 1 was 
firiit induced to try this metliud of applying lieat and Rtoisturo 
on the rocmnmendiiliun of Mr. Millun." The utility of the 
procedure in sooihing llie di>eased organs and tiic patient, I 
liavo repeatedly ivitnt'sscd. In fact, in iicuily all cases where 
UiL- fomentations have Ite'-Mi fnitblVdly tried, ttio anodyne effbct 
hay been imiuediato ; and no untoward result lias ever fuHowod. 
If there he inriiefnution nnd jjaiii in tlie i^laiis, or if the 
patient he tonneiitcd with cliordee, the employment of this 
cleanly and sinijde renjcdy will provo highly scrvicoahlo. It 
iioeds no addition iif poppy-licads, opium, or lead. lis thera- 
peutic action cannul hu un|)ruved hy any mcdieutiun. 

The patient should li« re^tl■icled to a low diet, and directed 
to maiiilain entire hodily repose. Uy the adoption of tiic^o 
cctratic luoasnrcs, ho may be saved rroin a long and tedious 
gouorrha'n or gleet, and from various complications, wliich 
occasionally appear and tcrininato t'Crioiii'ly. 

Injections op Xitiute op Silvkb. — It was fnrmorly beliovod 
that a Hlroii;^ soUition of tliis salt, ouifduyed as an injection, 
occasioned stricture ; but the idea now is, among tliot^e wIjo are 
partial to Its u»e, tiiat, instead of producing, it prevents) that 

* It i« recammondni] alto by Mr. Acton and other surgcotu. 
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accident. Whetber this theory be true or false, I pretend not to 
say ; but in regard to wbat are called strong injections of silver, 
I can state that I never prescribe or use them. Tliere arc others 
bowever, who do; and a few paragraphs must here be devoted 
to a consideration of their employment. If the injection bo 
resorted to before the inflammatory stage has commenced, that 
is, before the patient complains of scalding in micturation, it 
Till sometime prove an efficient agent in at once cntting short 
the disease. Of this there is ample testimony from the highest 
sources ; and there may be cases even in private practice, in 
which the measure is Imperiously demanded. Ten grains of the 
salt to the ouuca of rose water is the usual proportion. The 
bladder should be emptied immediately before tlic solution is 
employed, so that the uretlira may have a chance to rest for 
several hours afterwards. A glass syringe, in perfect working 
order, is the best. One drachm of the solution will bo enongli. 
As soon as the operation is completed, let tbc patient recline on 
a bed or sofa, and liave warm fomentations applied to the parts 
for two or three hours. One injection introduced during the 
initial stage of the blennorrhagia, and allowed to remain in tlie 
urethra for aWiit one minute, is sometimes Bufficicnt to anni- 
hilate the morbid action. If the secretion still continue, and 
exbibit a puriform cliaractcr, the injection is to be repeated in 
twenty-four hours, as on the preceding day. If two injections 
iail to accomplish the desired results, tliere will bo little encour- 
agement to make a tliird trial witli this heroic and severe prepa- 
ration. An injection of three or four grains of the nitrate to 
the ounce of water is much safer tlian one of greater strength. 
It can be repeated three or four times in the twenty-four hours, 
unless evident ill cousequeuces ensue. This comparatively 
weak injection may be retained three or four minutes by press- 
ing upon tlie orifice of tlia uretiira after tlie syringe is with- 
drawn. Tbe manner of manipulating with this instrument is a 
matter of no small importance. Tlie surgeon sliould use it 
upon the patient once or twice before entrusting it to his hands. 
The point sliould bo inserted to the distance of an incli, and tlie 
injection allowed to traverse tlie whole length of the urethra. 
It will thus be certain to come in contact with the seat of dis- 
ease, in whatever part of tlie canal it may be. At the moment 
tlie instrument is introduced, the penis should be turned upward 
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in nearly a perjjenrlicular position, and the lips of the urethral 
orifiiro l>o prcsttcil wilU tho tliumb aail forefinger of tlie left 
hand. Tlio untimely escapo of the iiijoctioii will thus bo pre- 
TCJilcc]. If 110 good offocts aro rcalizod by ihc third day, tins 
iiijcctioti vill tiat suuuui<(l ut all, auil should bo abantloiiod. 

Although t1io aburlive treatment is producliro of tliQ most 
beneficial elTccts in certain cusi^'s tliat prUHcnt themscKcs to tlio 
regular practitiuticr, it is luniiilcst that tlio nuinbitr of &ucli must 
be coinparntively small. If tlio discliarj^e Iiava existed mora 
than a Hay and a iiiglit, liclbre the patient applies for re- 
lief, it will Lm too lutij to itiako trinl of the rovulsire method; 
fur the iiiflammatioii, iu nearly all cases, will be too acuta to 
justify Fuc!i a proucduro. 'Vhn farorablo moinont for a fair 
experiment lias Itceii lost ; and if now llic parties Imvc courage 
and coiifidonce to engage in it, they will hut prepare the way 
for uuwtdcome rctronpycttonw. The liischiirirc, ini^tuad of boin^ 
a sliglit adhrsivc niiieiis, has become decidedly purulent, and 
the patient is tronliled, iiltlion^li perliapa not severely, with 
ardor urinaj and other disu;;r(;eahlo symptoms. This state of 
things is a dcclnnitioii Lluit tlio di^^uuso liaii readied a coii.KJder* 
aht<j portion of the urethra. Patients are not slow to iinpurtuno 
the physician to adnpt, at once, the most eHiuicnt cuurse of 
treatment, with the view to a speudy euro. In tbcir iuipationca 
and ignorance, and in the hour of timir do^ix^nilion, perhaps, 
thoy inuriifost a rcadiuoBs to eiieoiiiitor no little hazard and 
temporary suflbrinfr, which the empioyment of any remedial 
means may involve, provided tlie diAea^e, to u^e their otrn 
words, "can lie kuoeked in thu lifad." They generally have 
great faith in injections of some kind ; and in regard tn their 
cm|)hiyineiit in any individual case, the exercise of a good .share 
of indcpen donee, as well as sound jud^iuent. is rcijuisilc on tho 
part of the young snrgcon, — othcrwiac lie may be unduly 
iidlncuccd by the solieitations and sii^rKestioiia of tlio palieiit. 

The aitortivo treutnient has the »aiietion of the most eminent 
surgeons. The most inipnrtiHit clement hi it consists iti tha 
use of htroiijr nilrato of silver, injections. Kvory practitioner 
muBt i^ee tliat thin- mode of assailing tho dit^oaso in its hiddon 
pctreat is attended with risk, et^ix'cially if a sulution of ton 
grains to the oiiiico bo employed. It is, as it were, attacking 
the enemy by storm. The syringe, charged with the potent 
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liquid, cannot, at any rate, 1jo wialded by tho patient with entire 
BaJety; nor can tlie daii}rcr attcjidinu its use ha essi-iiUa!ly di- 
mlaiiihcd iT Itie iu^truiueut i» lioudlod iii tlic most adroit and 
cautious maiiiici- by tho sui>'eu3i ; for, from llie vory uatui-i! uf 
tiling, even ho caunot regulate tlie precise degroo of local 
iuiprcsiiion produced liy tho fluid. Iii tlii;; particular it will 
obey n« aiaii's wislies. Tiio instant it is forced from its con- 
liiivmcut it glidus like a stvil't turreut aloug tliv urc:t]ira; nitd 
itB voric, vhether for good or for oviL, is accompliiihcd iuistan- 
taoeously. 

The iotenso pain vhicli always follows the application of tho 
etroug injection i» a suriouB drawback upon its use. Another 
objection is, that in many iiistniicos it not oidy fails to benofit 
the complaint, but creates au aphthous condition of tlio mucous 
laumbrujio, or gloughinx ulcerations, which provo exceedingly 
ti'oublulbuic, and are often more difhcult to ciii-c ttina au ordi- 
uar)' gouorrhiea. M, Vidal relatus the case of a nmn whoso 
absent wife was ci[)ci:tcd houit- ia u very sDiorl time after he 
discovered that ho had coiitiuctud a goiiorrhcea. lie applied 
to Vidal for a sure method of nt once urrestiiig the di^ca^c ; 
and, aa that Judicious surgoon could not promise this, tho 
patient cousultod another niau, wLiu advised a caut^tlc injection, 
wliicJi brought uu a scveru inQuiunialion of the cunul and of the 
bladder. Vidal was Jamlly retjuostcd to tuke charge of the 
patient, who was confuied to his hod for a mouth in conse- 
queuco of tho ovor-aetion of tho injection. Laiigston Parker 
ineutious tho case of a medical student wlio contracted a blen- 
liorrltagia, to cure widish he used in iho incijiient i<[a«:c a 
strong solution of eiWer. An Intense prethritis followed, with 
pains in tlio abdomen and groiiis. Tlio ynunp man had peri- 
tonitis and an immeuge inguinal abscess, of wtiich he died in 
one week. 

Prom the moment tho rise of tho syriiij!;e is crtrnmonccd, an 
exaccrbotion of tho urethral infliininiation is liable to cnsnc ; 
ttie discharge also increases, and in ^omc inslances the testes 
ftuddeiily enlarge to three or four limes their normal sizo. 
Some patients, not of a son gii in eons temperament, will toluruto 
stimulating, and even somewhat caustic, injections with impu- 
nity — perhaps with advimtnge ; hut if in any friven instaneo 
a peculiar suaceptibility ishgnld exist, tho fact cannot he known 
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uiilil the remedy lias boeii tried. In bucIi a cmo, ftltUough 
lliG lesion may oceupy but a mcro point bpforo tiio injecUoii 
is introduced, it may immediately afterwards, and as a dii'cct 
CQiiscr[iioiico, extend indcFiuilely to tlio i^uiuid portions of 
tlie c-aiml. Tlio sjiontaiicoiis tendency of the disorder is to 
spretid along tliQ mucous moinbruMQ, and even tu pciiulruto 
tlio di'Cpcr tissues; and any ausiliiiry iinjiulsc from lite Imiids 
of the patient or pliysiuian mij^ht atiguiont tli« luisohicf. if 
tlie Burgeon can liavo entire Contfol over tlio p&tiont, and Imj 
certain that liis directions will he carried ont lo tlic letter, — 
as, for in8ta]ice. where the caso Ir atlniilted witliiu the wails of 
a well-regulated hospital at a soasonalilo time, — then tlic abor- 
tivo treatment may be entitlod to all the tionfulonco, praise, 
and BuccoKs wliieh its advoeates claim for it ; but, for ordi- 
nary privulii piinjtice, Ujo many oijeclions lie in the way of its 
aduptiuLi. 

Balsam op Copaiba. — No article in tlio Materia Medica 
enjoys a higher re|)citation for tliie cura of blcnimrrhagia than 
tins. For miiny years it has been a favyrite iismiMly liolh in 
public flnJi jirivute practice. The laic Professor Chapman, of 
Fhiladeljiliia, was the lirst pliysiciau in this country to recom- 
mend the balsam in the early stage of goiion'lura ; and on his 
autliority physicians generally were induced to prescribe it. Its 
anti-blenuonOiagic powers have been most arajily tested and 
universally acknowledged. In very plethorie Ribjcels, who ara 
accustomed, to hifiili living, it is well to relieve the inflammatory 
nyiuploms, in the early period of the urethritis, by a smart 
saline cullinrlie, before, comnioncing its use. Tliis cla.ss of 
patients oeeasiQTinlly sniler from tlio severest forms of the 
disease, accompanied with intense pain as one of tlio most 
prominent features. In siiell circumstances, the case chould 
bo comhieted for a slioit time on a striPtly antiphloiristic plan, 
witliont refcreiiee In the spoeilic cause in wliioh it ori|.'iiiated. 
As soon as Die local syniptonis liave abated, the copaiba and 
other anti-i'lemiorrhugic ivmcdies will be a]ipropriale. Cases, 
however, rc*jiiiriijg such antceedcnt preparation, are very rare. 
In the grout ranjority of subjects, the occnrrorco of painful 
erections, choidec, scalding in micturition, and other concomi- 
tants of inflammation, coiiEtitiitv no barrier to tlio immediate 
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tue of the halsAtn witli as much freedom as tlic stomach tttid 
bovcU will tolerate ; for uo oilier remedy can bo HeloctoU tliat 
18 80 well a(ta]itcd to allay llieso pticiiomoua, aitd roliove the 
patient of tlie suHbriug^ wliicli tliey inflict. It lui^lit at first 
view ecotn paradoxical that an ingredient cnduwod with 8ucli 
decided etimuUling (^tialilieii sliould Iju lit'iicfieial under inich 
circumstances, but cxpfrieiicc has utitindniitly cstaldislied the 
fact. It lia« luiij^ 1>cun knuivn liy many jiruci-Uiunurs lo oxort 
a salutary elTect in ^umc otlier diseases of tlic gen ilo-uri nary- 
passages. In strangury from Ui-vtem, and in Icucorrltcpn, it 
may often he administered with signal relief to the patient." 
Aldiougl), wlit-n givon internally, it may be regarded almost as 
a specific iu urethral Uennorrhagia, its thcrajtctitic qualities are 
confined to tliis variety of the disoi-der. Its modns operandi is 
not well undoretood. 

WlieA copaiba acts as a purgative, the urethral discharge will 
fre(|uenlly bo very much diminished, — sometimes will t'ntiioly 
oeose ; but it will usually iinm<^diuU.'iy rutnni as soou ns the 
roTubiTC action upon the alimc;ntary caniil suhside:^. 

Ill order lo Kuciiri; \{k lx;*l olUbettt upon the gongrrhtcal affco 
tiou, it is frequently advisable to combine it with soma astrin- 
gent OP eodalive. 

There is a great disparity in the purity and curative value of 
diOcreut samples of the luedicino iu questiun. It is ofteu 
adulterated and rendered unlit for use by boiiig uii^ied with 
ra()e-oil. When thu.>< adiilteratod, if dropped into water, tlie 
drops do not retain their sjiticrical form, as tlicy invarlnbly do 
in the pure stale. f I'lofus^or Redwood, of London, states that 
the oleo-resinoufl properties of the baUi^u exist in very diReruut 
proportion* iu different sami)los. The fiuantity of volatile oil 
has been found to he twice as great in eoioe »uni|diis as iu 
others. In order to estimate its purity, the article must be 
resolved into its proximate constitnonts, and tlicso lie vxumincd 
separately. The proporlion of volatile oil in dilTcrciit ^aniiilos, 
met with in commepco, is, in somo cases, as low as IJiii-ty per 
cent., and, iu nlhcrs, as higli as sixty per cent. ; and the propor- 
tion of reaiu, which diflcrs but little from common resin of tut^ 



• Vide Chapmnn'* Thempoutiw, vol. !., p. 418. 
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pentinG, varies also to alioul the same extent. If a drop of tite 
baUari bo allowed to fiiU upon biivA popor, and tlicii dried by a 
goutlc beat, tlio odar of tlio tuqjciitiiia can oasjlj be delected 
during tlic evaporation, if it lias boon adulterated," 

To soiiicj persons, tlii) tasto and odor uf llio cajKiiba are ex- 
troinely offensive, a circiini stance wliicU may greatly interfere 
with Its use ; and it is JifTicnIt to know bow t<> gUo it so that 
the Btoiuaoh of such individtialtj will tiot ri^ject it. It is rctuiimd 
best if taken about lialf an hour after moals. The enicutious 
are llnis reiidorod less offonsivc. It may he tnkcii in cofTeo or 
wine; or, what Is perhaps bettor, lot about a drachm of the 
compound tincturo of cindioiia bo put into half & gill of water, 
and then drop in tliu co]>aLba. It will rise to tbo siirfaco iu the 
form of a globuk, and can be swallowed liy most patients mth- 
out ofil'iiding iha gustatory apparatus. But a. slill more agroo- 
able aud couveiiietit method of adiuiuistoriug it is the fullov- 
iug: — 

Br. Copnibip giy. 

S|jiritas .ifliheris Nitriti, Jsn. 

Tinrturac Kino, .... i ....... i . i |bs. 

Mliluric C'tiinphtiric, ....■ ■■ JiJ. 

Mur|iliiit' Sul{)li>iliK . gr. iv. M, 

DosK, — One U-'aajitionftil threy limri) u duy. 

rsually. an cflicicnt check will bo put to tho biGnn&rrhagia 
in eiffbl or ten days by the use of this prnparntion. No modi- 
cine is iiKirc prompt or CL'riaiii iu its action than the halaain, 
although it i^ dlHiijult oiitiiT'ly to di>i<^uiBO its nnuitoous fjnsdity 
by any vohicle in which it may ha given. With tho Qxception 
of its bad taste, it is as osmnpt from Dbjectiuns as any oilier 
remedy. If taken with ordinary prudence, it never gives risa 
to any serious acciilont. ll produces no stricture, no ohordee, 
no swclloit to^tiolc, ]io irritation of tho hlaihh)r, no gleet. Pa- 
tients have taken livu, four, and ei^jlit drachms at a dose, morn* 
iiig and niglit, at the very onset and in tliu most acute stages 
of gonorrhtea, with eiiliro success and without any prepara- 
tory treatment. Such doses, however, aro not safe. Instances 
are recorded where large ([uantities have beeu resorted to 

• iJublin (lunrtcrly Journal of Mcilieinc, vol. v. 
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bj tlie pationt, on his own rcspoiiitibiUt;, and tho result lias 
beeu an iDcrcosc of ttio urethml iiifluiuiuatioit and di^cliurge. 
locoDtiacDcc of uriiii] has bccti induced hy excessive doses. A 
fev yeirs apoa gcnllomaii froia tho South consulted mo for a 
TCoent goitorrhoea. He had taken lodgings at a largo liutcl in 
compAnf vith some friends, and for fear of being detected, lie 

I desired that a euro might be accomplished in the most summary 

manner. I ]>reseril)t'd ilie balsam in half ditiL-lnn doses three 
times a day. In:^lcuil of folluwiug tho dircclluna, the fuiliciit 
Ujok nearly half an ounce after a snppcr of oysters, and at a 
Into hour went to bed. It was not lung before lie was svijted 
vith a sort of cholera morhits, — that is, ho had griping pniris 
in tho stomach and bowels, — vomiting and purging, which 
lasted several hours. His urethral trouble vanislicd and did 
not return. The severe gaslro-cnteric attack duublless served 
as a etmjhde-main in extinguishing it. 

When a per^o applies for treatment and is particularly anx- 
ious to be epcedily nd of his gonorrhtca, he should be advised, 
as already fttatod, to abstain from exorcise.. If ho would he 
delivered from his trouble in the shortest possible time, he ean 
receive lhi.s boon only by keeping still ; and iinle^is he djiiform 
to this couditiuii, it will i^e a vaiti task to uttempt a rapid oiro 
by any course of treatment. Tlie mere fuct that the iudlvidnnl 
is abroad, whether on business or pleasure, will cirectu&lly pre- 
vent any remedies from accomplishing a speedy removal of his 
blennorrhagia. And it is the province and the pohcy of tlic 
medical attendant to stato these things in tho most exjilicit 
manner. If the man bo iin&blo or unwilling to pursue ihe 
plan proposed, he should be distinctly informed that Uic lime 
■requieilc for hie cure aduiita of no BOrt of culculution. It may 
I be wveral weelcit, or it may extend to many munths ; and all 

?i this, beoaiiFic a few important items in the mnnagomcnt of the 

case have been disreganled. In adjusting pretiminariee, a good 
I understanding betvi'ceu the parties should exist. The jibysiiian, 

from the very fact that bo takes charge of the case, pludges him- 
Fclf, by a moral contract, to employ tlio best means within his 
knowledge for the benefit of Ids patient ; and the latter, on his 
part, is under equal obligation to coiiperate with the physician 
in carrying out the prescribed treatment. By the observance of 

ITT""- 
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collision, wlncli might otherwise Rpriiig uji and seriously distnrb 
tlie aiuicablo relations of the Iwo jiarlics. 

Among tliose wlio sock llie niJ of Hio surgeon for tho cure 
of disoasQ resulting from improper coramopco with the opposite 
8CX, it need scarcely be said tlmt a troul>!c^ouie fellow now and 
then presents liimself, who docs not licsitate to tiike advantage 
of his medical iidvisor, in eomo way or other, especially if the 
Inttor be n yonnj; prdctitiniicr. .Some individuals are extremely 
exacting, and will wittiiifjly endeavor to extort strong assurances 
as to a cure ; and afterwards, if the troatmetit do not progress 
favorably, tticy will allude to some casual oxpi'ossion that 
escaped tlio physieian, and charge him with a laek of skill, white 
they ill emw; Ives, from recklessness or something worst), have 
beoii doing IJLllc else thnn placing barriers in his war, and 
defeating the Lii?,-t and most assiduous efforts wliicli ho has 
omployijd in theii' bolmlf. In such cases — and I have certainly 
known such — the physician does every thing within the range 
of medical science, while the captious patient docs next to noth- 
ing in thc! riglit dircetion. Thesa remarks arc not a mere irrel- 
cvfuit digression. TUcy havo been suggcatcd hy thc fact, that 
young surguoiis coinmvhat frei]iiGiitlj express regret that in 
identifying thcmi^ehcH professionally with eases, they have, from 
Ken time II tii of delicacy, or from apprehension of losing practice, 
omitted to enforce thc claimsi due to them fntm tlni patient, and 
in coTisoi[iloneo of their pusillanimity liaco esperienccd notiiii]g 
hilt disijipoiiitmeul and loss. But let us return to tlia consider- 
ation of the direct physical treatment. 

Capsules op Copaiba. — Individuals are occasionally met 
with wliu cannot use the lii|nid balsam. The stomach refuses' 
to retain it, or perhaps no liillo gastric distress Js experienced, 
although the tiiodiciiie may not he vomited. In such ca^es tlie 
remedy cati be administered in citpsules, and Us ohjeetionablo 
qualilies will Ik; less likely to disturb tim patient, Tbey fihoiild 
be taken t^uon uflcr caling, and us freely as tijc stoinucli will 
* bear. Cnpsnlcs, containing a comhiuatiou of copaiba und tlio 
extract or oil of cubebs, arc kept hy all good druggists; and 
sometimes I have found them mure efficient than those couijiosed 
of copaiba alono. 

Where it miiy he deemed important to employ, with the 
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copaiba, remedies that exert an anodyne influence upon the 
oi^ans, as well as a modifying agency upon the qualities of the 
urine, the subjoined formula will be fouud useful : — 

R CopaibE S*j- 

Hagneais CaldiMUe, 3 i>*> 

Extracd Hyoscyami, 3aB- 

Pulveris Camphors 3j> 

TheriacK, 3 iij- 

Mies Panii, $ iu. 

M. ft. dectuorium. Doss: One drachm three timea a day. 

This is a favorite prescription of Mr. Acton. Ho claims for it 
that the magnesia neutralizes the urine, that the hyoscyamua 
allays irritation of the bladder or prostate, and that the cam- 
phor checks any disposition to involuntary erections, which, 
without it, often become a troublesome complication. A com- 
bination of the balsam with the powder of cubebs makes a good 
compound, and may be employed according to the annexed 
prescription : — 

R. Copaibe, 

Pulveria Cubebs, fia, $ j. 

Liquom Potaaaie, 3 iij. 

Mistune Camphone, ^iv. 

Aqus (^namomi, S ij- 

Morphiffi Sulpbatis, g'* 'j- M. 

Dose. — Two drachma three timea a day. 

In whatever form or combination the balsam is administered, 
the patient should be directed to continue its use in gradually 
diminished quantities for tea or twelve days after the bleo- 
norrhagia has entirely ceased. 

Copaiba as an Injection. — The repeated experiments of 
Ricord, Egan, and others, tend to show, that the balsam of 
copaiba, when employed as an injection, has no power to arrest 
gonorrhoeal secretion, nor to allay the irritable and inflamed 
condition of the urethra. The theory is, that the remedy re- 
quires to undergo a certain modification, which can only be 
effected by its transit through the kidneys, before it can exert 
any salutary effect on the urethral disease. What this trans- 
4» 
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formation or cliange is, has never Iioon domoni'tratod. Very 
reooiilly, Btatemeiits Lave been made by Sf. Dallas, of OdBssii, 
and by Pp. Dick", of London, to tlie effect that tliey liare 
employed tlio lifilsam as an injection in goiiorrlnsa witli com- 
plete success. Tlio former surgeon rcjKirts sixteen eases treated 
tlnis, vritlioiit any auxiliary measures. Tlie latter gentleman 
states, that Tor the last two years lie has employed tlio copaiba 
AS an itijeclioii with excellent tencfit. lie has also tried the 
oil of copaiba, wliich, lie Bays, answers extremely well. For 
the last mentioned substance, the following is his formula : — 

R. Olei CopaiW, 5j- 

Pulveris Aciifiiir, 5g. 

A^uiE Foniunto, • •• 3vj>M. 

In eubaciite gonorrlnsa and in gleet, tlii:? injection may 
bo used IwiuQ a day for a few days ; aftei-wards more fre- 
quently. 

Successfnl results have lioon reported of the balsam when 
used as an enema for patients who could not lolernte it on Che 
etomacli. I have never made trial gf it in this niauiier ; bat 
Velpeaa sjieaks favorably of it when thus administered. The 
following prescription can be employed : — 

H- copaiiw 3g. 

MuciLij/pnis A(.-uciii' S IM. 

Tinctura? Oyii, 3">- M- 

For an enema, which may be repeated two or three times in 
the twenty-four hours. 

CUBEBB. — The roptUation of this tliorapeutic agent, in oxort- 
ing an immediate and favorable ^jpccilic action upon the lining 
membrane of the urethra in ull stages of blennorrhagia, is ftilly 
established ; and by many BJirgcous it is more frciiueiitly pre- 
scribed for its cnro than any other article in the materia modica. 
The dried, unripe berries, are the officinal portion. Like the 
balsam of cojiaiba, they possess stimulating qnalitics. which nre 
particularly exerted upon the urinary organs. They occasion 
Oonstipation in some patients ; in others, just the reverse. 

The berries of cubebs are sometimes adallcraled with com- 
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mon black pepper. They deteriorate bj age ; taii, in powder, 
become rapidly vcakor in coit»^iience of Dh; escape uf Clioir 
volatile oil. They sliould, therefore, be kept whole; or, if pul- 
verized, should bo prOKcrvtid in a glass jar with n close stopper. 
or the powdered berries the juUicnt may take one or two 
drachma tiirce tiinen a day in a gill of milk or wutur. Or, llio 
gMtfder may bo u»cd in wliat is called the enoltantcd vafor, & 
French article found in many drug stores. I hare prcscrihod 
the rumcdy in question alone, and variously combined with 
other ingrudtcnbi. The annexed formula 1 have commonly 
employed for tlio last few years: — 

R Piiiww Cubcw, 5 viy. 

" Clnnamomi, .... v ....... 5J> 

" Ahiniimi SJ, 

M. Kt, id chart. No. xxxjj. Dme. — One jwwder Uiree time* a dnjr. 

This combiitatioT) of ciilwhs and Rliini will UNtially diminish 
the urethral cliKoharge in two or three days ; and if tliQ (jatiuiil 
will comply with the EUggcalions already given in regard to 
absolute rest, lie will tind that in eight or ten days his bleriiior- 
riiagia will be nearly at an end. But let him recollect that 
first of all thiii|r<. he should make up his mind to observe a 
perfectly quiet slate of body; luid even to koep in a reeiiin- 
bent posture if he expects to experience the bust efTocl^ in the 
shortest lime. 1 have oecasioiinlly hoard pliysieians >i)ie:il(, 
witli jJclf-coLuplairent nir, of making rapid ciirc» in the miijority 
of iiiatauces that cuius under their charge. Such Buceciis may 
liare ha|ipGiicd; but when it lias, 1 am suio that the ^ttictost 
ariMdance of oxereiso must usually have constituted an elo- 
taeut or condition in the trcalinoit. The precise time requi- 
sito for a eouiplete and pormaucnt reijloratiou of the parts to a 
nonnal state, i» as uncertain as the winds ; and in specifying 
tlie number of days, within which to cure a given ease, the 
young practitioner had better show his wisdom by Ills pru- 
dfuoe. 

As with the bal.-<ani copaiba, ko with cubobs; thoy should 
not be discontinued under a fortnight alter the cessation of 
Uie urethral discharge. Some excellent surgeons give two 
ounces of tlie ciibeba in the twenty-four hours. This, jt sccnw 
to me, is an excessive quantity, and not entirely safe. Well- 
authenticated instances have bean reported of hernia huinuralis 
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beinp induced by largo doses of the powder, wliilo the blen- 
norrliagia ijas tliick and puriform, with staliiiiig iii niiutiiritioii, 
chordee, etc. In one case, the dose wus iwo drachiu», four 
times a duy. Tlie diseusft was swddoiily arrustwil, and dwelling 
of tlic tosticica, with much iiifiammntion of tho conl, super- 
vened. The patient was confined with this complaint for two 
Dioiitlis. On the Bulijiidenco of thn glandidiir affection, Iho 
bleiiiiorrliugiik rc-appcared ; was again piirilorm and thick, hut 
not nttciidcd with urethral pains. li^ubeoqiiL'ntly tlto dieclmrgc 
yielded to small doses of llie ctibcbs. Another instunce of 
gononhwa, accompanied with ecvcro ecalding, was treat«(l 
witli ■ciibebs ; the discliarge was suppressed ; but acute itiflam- 
malion of one of the tosticlos and cord Bucceedod. There was 
great effusion into Iho tunica vaginalis of the testes, and sup- 
ptimtion was threatened." Aucidcut^, however, from tlio ueo 
of oubobs, arc extremely rare. Humu pbysiuians iinagino tliat 
they are not vcW adapted to cases in the acTits stage, where 
the iuliainmiilion nuts liigli. U is always the more prudent 
course to order tlie patient a calliartic, after lUo operation of 
whici), lie may cimiuienei! with tha cubphs, williout regjird to 
the degree of urethral iiiflammation that may bo present, uu- 
letis it be of the most intensu det^uription. I have many times 
trird tlic article with plethoric sulijijets, and biivo never seen 
any trouble from its use, nor had occasion to regret llmt it had 
been employed. 

Cubehs will sometimes speedily arrest bloiiiiorrIiat,'ia under 
very niifavorablo ciremastanecs. as will be sccti by the follow- 
ing cusu, wliieli is an vxeoplion to tlio general rule. 

Ociobcr 1. l^iriij. — A gcnllemaii. thirty-six yeni-si of ago, un- 
married, coiisultoil nao for tbc eure of an aculc goiiorriicea, 
wliicli had troubled Idin for ci^ht days. Uu had all the ordi- 
nary pyinptmns iif thc! fomplaint, — realding, Ibe glans hwollon 
and of a fiery red color, oedema of tho lips of tlie meatus, and 
copious, puriform secretion, sciiso of drag^ging WL'iglil in the 
scrotum, etc. He was a stout, nlhletic man, actively engaged 
in out-door business in co-pa rtnersliiji witli another [lOi-sou; 
aud be stated that it would be impracticublu for him to Oiuit 

• Med. Cbir. Review, vol. xsTu. [>, 550- 
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work for a singlo day, as this would lc;id to inquiry ami por- 
hnps to exposure, — tliat if I would prcNcribo a proper line of 
treatment, lie wuuld be couteot. As to tho timo tliat might be 
required tu accoiujiliAh a cure, aud in regard to any ill results 
tbftt might Gusuo iu coii!<c?(itictice of hia imt ub<>tuiiiiiig from 
bunneM, he would take Ida cliutiw, and would alisulvu mc 
from all rc^ponMbility. IIu resided nioro Ihati unu liundrud 
miles Trom Boeton, uiid could nut couvuniciitiy see mc uutil 
several weeks. The following powders were ordered : — 

R. Pulv«m Cubebv S ilj. 

" Cinnunomi, Jim. 

" Alumiuin, -. S ^- M. 

Dose. — Two dmchmi three tim«B a ds^ in water. 

lie took llio powders for five dnjs, wlicii Ids Idcniiorrhagia 
and its aocoiiipauiii)ent.-t wliolly disappeared. Uo discontinued 
t)io medicine as fioon as tho urethritis ccaKod. Tills was con- 
trary to the directions given tiim. He did not abate his ac- 
tivity in business for a single hour. In throe mouths after the 
gonorrhoea was cured, lie discovered a gleet aniouiiLiri^ to two 
or three drops during the twenty-four liuur», — of thin, irans- 
pareiit. gluitiirtns fluid, that did not stain liis liiien. For Ihi.s 
secretion, he resumed the above lucdiciiie, of which lie had a 
saj^ly. After a trial of it for nearly three weeks without ro- 
lief, he called a second time for adrico. lie waa dirocted to 
lake from six to eight capsules of balsam of ciJi)aiba and oil of 
cubcbs, per diem, fur the gleet ; and in firteen duys after com- 
mcneiiif:^ with them, wus well, and liitd no relapse. 

Tho tincture is nu elegant and cotivenicnt form of adminia- 
teriii^ Ciihelw. It may he given in doses of one or two dmchius, 
four or five times a. day; or bo combined witli other agents of 
well-known efficacy in goiiorrhoeal aSections, tliua: — 

R. Tiuctuni; Ciilnlw, 5 ij. 

" Cniithnridi), % i»«. 

MiiiunL- CamplionD, S iij. 

Morphiii' Sulphatis gr. ij. M. 

Dose. ^- Two dmchnis three dines a day, in Imlf n gill of cold watur. 

There is one other preparntion of cubcbs, wliieh contains all 
the medieiual properties of tho berry, and may ho combined 
with mucilage, 60 as to couatituto an agreeable and eflicient 
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dose. I rcror to the fluid extract, wtuch may be prescribed 
thus: — 

R. Extracti Cubchir JlT. 

MiipilnKinU Aciii^iii', 

Misluni- C'3iii[jlii>ni-, liu, ., ..■•JIJ. 

MorpbitD SiilgiSia^*, grD- M. 

DOHE. — Two ilrochinii llircu timrs a day, in iialf a gill cf coU water. 

Some medical moii aro altogether Gks[itical as rcgarils the 
curative ]iro|)L*iiius nf cubchs; liul I ftin coiilideiit that those 
■wlio do nut nckiiowlctlge its vuiuo in cases of Uenuonhagia, 
caiiMut liavc made a fair triul of tlio pure article. Specimens 
of llio piilverizod berries, that Imve d(>tGi'ioratf!d from having 
liecu exposed in Urge jars, imperfcetly closed, aro occasionallj 
met witli ill ilriifigists' sliypt;. If eiicli a, mi>dioino be prwscrilwl, 
no wonder that it leads to disappointment and distrust. 

Besides the prescriplluris ulrwidy given for tlic \\m of bal- 
Bum of uupaiba and cubebs, other cuiiibiiiittioiis may be tried iii 
cases that roslal the muro siiuplu uiid urdtiiury fortuulse. Tho 
Bubjoiiied iiulo embraces severul jjresmplious wliich may be 

found useful. 

ViiTK. — Diij-hu hns ibc rupiitntion nf being gifteil ■whli anti-ffonorrlKeal 
|K>werB. Mr. Iltnry Hancock, rt'ci'iiily ultui:lii?d to liie HritJsh Army. HiMvt 
tliul he liiiH irunU'd, williiii a tiM'lvttiiDiJlll, iiiuri! liiuii one liumlred C4l^<-it of 
bli'miDrrliugiu by tlie utliTiinUtrnliuii uf ibt- LLiTusiiiii of llii: leuvL'i, with entire 
juccEM I rurt'ly having recourse lo iiijiTlions, extwjiling vihere ihc <IUcaae hai! 
been negleeted. — LunJon tanret, On-eutbrr, 1S5(S. 

Tlie eo])ail»n may be taken wilh tho nil of eiibehi, and in somo ease* will be 
fimiiJ lo iigree better with the stumutih than tlic Gii|i9ules, ur any other cnmbi* 
nation : — 

R. CopaibiD S in. 

Oh'i Ciiiieliir, 5m> 

LiquoriH Poiussffi 5 iq, 

SpirictU MyriBli-cir, ^U. 

Mi«lnru--Cmii|ihorii', 5j- M. 

Dose. — Two lablc-niioumruU, ltir»i Umm n day. — Dniitt. 

In chroiii*; gunorrlioca, or ^le^l. tbc balBam kni tbe eubebi may be advantiu 
gwiuly given with inrepuratioiit of iron i — 
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R. PuKerisCubetw {m. 

Copaibfi-. , 3ij- 

Fcrri Kulphntiii. Sj, 

Tetvliutlbiuc Chur 5iiJ. M. 

To b« Dudc tnio bolii<«« of Un graJna vaeli. Doas. — Fruiu fifteen to 
thirtj a day. t'nefully emplnyiMl in liu omuttttulionit. 

Tbc cnbeb* nuy uIki tw jpwii in powder uriUi Uie carbonate of iron : — 

R Putteri* CubclMT, 3JBd3ij- 

F«rn CarboiiHlu S^' "d 5j- 

yi. ft. pulT. Thi* tnodo of Rdminuterini; cubeb« it mucli and suci^efitfully 
capJaynl «A<t the ncutc nymptoina of a blennorrlmgia have subsidciL A 
powder ihouid be taken three timei a day. — LangHon Parker. 

H. Copaibff Jim. 

Mo^eaiir Cnlciiiatir, ........... 3j. 

Pulveria Aluiiii]iia, gr. xr. 

*• C«U*hu 5Is«, 

" Ojiii, . (IT. XV. 

SpintQa Meiitliie Pipcritir 

Cautlln.', uik, f[tt. xL. M, 

For an tZtctuary. M. Bey ran admiiiintt^rii lliis <.'lir<^tiiary- in kuIiuvuIf gnnor- 
iboL U tliB commeDcciDFitt of the digchargc, and before ibe iiilluinmutiun Im* 
extcudei] ihrou^liaut (bi- urcthro i alio xn ilic gleet. The Jo>o i* a tcnAjionn- 
ful three limca a day, in a mniHtcncil wafer. Vthen the dlxcluirge ipt iirn^nied, 
Uw doM i» to be graduuJly diniiuitlied. — I'liion Sffdiatle, Augtiit, 16Sfi. 

The formula notr uwd at Borlholumew'B Uoojiriltil i» : — 

St. Cop&ibtf gti, XV. 

Hi*tiinc Acaeio: fl 3 j- 

Cubelw 3j. 

Spiritila jKihcri:! Nitrici, git. xx, 

MiKtuni! C;ini[3hninp, >it. M. 

The above ijuaiitity in m be taken thrice diiily. It iH n Ntniidard iirencrlp* 
tion >l the ubure inttilutinn. It i» iiIno ordered fur rrinnk't, wh«n it m 
thought ncccMHiry to udmiiiinter c()[iaibti to tlie latter clium »f jiatieiitn. — 
jlolma Gotiie, on S'jjAiha. 

The fo«KoinK iireparaliuiwof eo]>aib»and cubeb« arc not mniemlly different 
Ib ihehr ipeciHe aetian Eilhortif them i«miHiHiint ti>ciiri-oll iirdiniiry en«t'iiof 
unoompllntcd blcnnorrbn^^'a, and no ill con sciju nicies »lll be entiiiled u|ivii ibu 
P«ti«nt But let hiin reiiii'tiiljiT tluit tn Bi-eure llie most upeeily iiTid de»ir4ilile 
result*, h* niuHt coiiperale iu ab we II -dirt' tied iberupemie iind hyfuii-iiit' nifiw- 
ona. In such eirctimxtitTieeii the nliill of the turgoon will iit'Ldnm be thnarlpd, 
and then will rarcljp )>e oceusiun to ruaort tv au endles* suDCUMinn of rc-mcdici. 

KELAPSES IN GOXOIUIHIEA. 

Kolwitlist-imlint; the iy;|>riited cniKioiKi pivpn to pntioiitn not 
to dlficoiitiuiie LIio ii&o til' i'diidlics uiiiil buvqviiI duys altur Uiu 
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cessation of tlie bleniioiTliagic dischar^ ; and. iiocvithstattdJng 
our advice to tlicm not to resfioiid to tUo calls ul' business ur 
pleasure, tliej will, citlmi' from uocefsity or recklcsancKs, (Um^ 
gard tlie wuniing ; and, as a cniisccjiiQiico, tlio enemy Will sud- 
denly rQ-ap[iGUi', mid tho bjitLle, which hud apparuiilly resulted 
in ti'iumpli, niu^t bo rupuuted. 

It froqiionlly liuppvns that this last voiiditiQii U worse (lian 
the first ; for tha morbid action, now ro-establis!icd, will in all 
likelihood bo mora persistout, and the iudiBurotioii of the paticut 
may have liiid the fnuudatiou for an iiitonuinablc gleet. Xu 
cases of recuri'cnec, tliu iiilluiuuialiuu is lc&9 iittensQ than at 
first, but il occupies u Iiirger [XJi-tiuii uf the mueoiis uiemln-atie, 
extQiiiliiig probably to the posterior part of the canal. It ajso 
penetrates into Hio deeper Sitnictures ; and, whatever mctikod of 
trcatiiiviit is instituted fur its removal, llie remedies are gonoi^ 
ally less oilicaciouB tliaii iu tlie early puriod of the disease. The 
individual himself is also in a less fa\'orable condition. Ho lias 
become iuipatieiit niiJ fretful; is less buoyant with hope, less 
confiding, less respectful, less inclined to carry out any oioasure 
tbat may bo rcijuircd by the new state of tliiiifrs wliieli ex.i:«ts, 
Bud is now, inoro tliau ever, robelHouB to all I'cstrictious. Noth- 
ing goes rij^bt. 

Tliu fuUuwing iustaucos of rcUpso ure taken &oiu my rocord 
book. 

Case I. — January 3, 1856. Patient, a young, uiunarried 
man. Gonorrlitca noticed twenty hours ago. Third attack. 
Discliurgi! moderate, and scarcely purulent. No pain or scald- 
ing in micturition. Lips of meatus (edematous and poutiDgf. 
Mo other Hyuipti>nis. 

H. Puhcris CubL-lmv S riy. 

" Ciniinmnini 5j. 

" Alumiiii* 5J. M. 

DoBE. — Two Jr.icliins tlirec times a dny, En n gill of Wot«r. 

Jan. 7. Stomach revolts atllie lucdiciuo, which was discon- 
tinued, aud uopaiba eapstde» substituted, — two, moniini;, noon, 
and uiglit. Jan. IS. Gnnorrhoea stopped. Patient has in part 
refrained from his usual acUvo habits ; but states tliat he mast 
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now Tully resume his employmont, wliicli is lliat of a clnrlc. 
Would contimio the ca|»iilcs. Jan. 2o. Oisdiargc; lius ro-ap- 
pearc<l more copiously thiin over. Thcro is no Bculdiiig, no 
pain, no involuntur/ crcctcon. no chordcc. Cubclis and nluin, 
&B at first, re«uiued; and, as auxiliary, tbo rollowiiig iitjec- 
tion ; — 

H. rliunbi AcetatU, 

Ziiici SulphAiIs, afl, ^- tij- 

Aquir Itoinnim, J vj, M. 

V»e wilh a gloM sjringe thrvc timen a day. 

Febmary 20. Discharge has ceased, excepting a drop or two 
in tlio morning, for the last five days. Injections and powders 
omitted ; canthariJal collodioii applied to ponis. This was 
repeated ttirea tiue^, wlieu tlic gleet wliully diaapjteured. 

Case II. — Acute ^onorrka-a — sa.ifirn,sion uf dhcharge — 
ncvrrence — <:ure — svppuralin^ bubv m both groins. 

January 10, IS.'tfi. Palient aged twenty-five; unmarried; 
romarkaltly rotust. Gouorrlioea ton days, First attuck. 
Thotiglit it would cure itself, but^ as it Itccaijio urgent, ha 
took alarm aiid eouglit advice, Diseliiirgo profuse and pun- 
form: severe scalding; prepuce ijiflaimid and wxcoriatod ; no 
cliordce ; inguinal glands somewhat enlarged, hut without pain 
or tenderness. Palitnt Iiad kept at Iiis Ijusinoss as oloik " Jowii 
town." j^aid tliat, eouio whiit might, li© could not alwi-nt liim- 
self froin his post then. Uo look a do»o of ^ul|jliate of ningue- 
eia, after the opcratiun of which, ho was |mt upon iho use uf 
Uie compound cubebs ]X)wders, — six drachius per diem, — low 
diet. Jaa. 18. Discharge has dirainishod one half. Other 
Bymptoms imprured satisfactorily, excupt tlie inguinal swellings, 
which remained stationary. Paliont got leave of ahscnct} for 
one week, during which he remained quii^t at lli^ boarding- 
house. Was advised to tnke the powders night and morning; 
and at noon, two copailia capsuloa. F'brunri/ F> . ItleiinorrlHit:ia 
has ceased. Inguinal enlargeuiont on tlio iiicrt-ULsu, with fre- 
quent, &liarp pains. Continue internal remedies in half quan- 
dtieR. Tincture of iodine and hot foiucututions to groins. 
Patient is compelled to return to his phiee of cmployniGut. 
5 
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Feb. IS. Discharpfl has re-appenTcd. No scolding, no chordoe, 
DO uroLliru.1 jmitib. liigtilual gluuds still cularging, aud sn 
painful. 
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R. r'npiulex nf cnpaniii und oil of oubebi, . . . No. vv^. per dimt. 
And as an injection: 

R, Plumbi AcvtHtia 

Ziitti Sulphntin, on irr- It- 

Aquic PotitanrL- J vlij. M. 

The urethral dUcbarge degenerated into a gleet. To cnre 
this, ooe application of caiitharidal collodion proved EufHcieut. 
After an interval of tlirec luoiitlis from tlio cointnonccment of 
tlie goiiurrliuea, tlie iiigniiinl glands suppurated, aud nearly 
tlirco uioiitlts uioro clapsud befoie the ab^esges eiitirclj' healed. 

Case ril. — Mifd ^niiorrha'a — suspetision of discharge — 
frctjuciU relapses prudaccd by sexual indulgence — fiaat cure. 

Odabfr, 1855. A. B., a injirrlcd mnii, aged tliirty-two. 
Strong and healthy ; an ardeut devotee at the shrine of Venus 
fur many years, and this was liis third (ronoirJHcal visitation. 
It came on tlirco days Ijcforc I was consulted, itiscliarge niod- 
orato and muoo-pundcnt ; slight ardor iirinai; glaiia inflamed 
and tiioKifiud. Patient was connected wiih an extensive trading 
hovisc ; and, in making anungcjraents fur trcatmccil, lie stated 
lliiit lie could not alisciit liimstilf from liusijioss for a single day. 
All he wanted was, that the host course might ho adopted which 
llie eliciiiuslanees would allow, and he would find no fault, 
wliatevcir might he the ret-uit. flo a?kcd for something to take 
that had no sinoU, and tlie oapsulus of copaiba and oil of cubebg 
were prescribed. TIil-sg ho took us freely as tli« stomach B'oidd 
hear, and in three woelcs the urethral symptoms disappeared. 
iSoon after tliis.be Imd connection with a woman for several 
fiucce&eive niffhfs. The discharge returned, and the capsules 
were renewed ; the lead and zJnc injections wei-o altfo recom- 
mended. At the expiration of about another throe weeks tho 
blonnorrhagia apnin stoppt'd ; and the infatuated man renewed 
hia libidinous linliits. Thus a succession of iudulgouco, rvlapHc, 
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Kod cure iook place somo mreu or eiglit times in the space of 
fcbcnt as maiif months. The paiiout was at lust com'iuMd that 
t^ must eitiicr fore^ the beastlj indulgence of bis seDsual 
appetito, or obuidon the idea of irannaneiit exemption from liis 
blennorrhagic trouble. Accordingly, he abtttaiucd from Ecztul 
iftlcrcourse ; and llie urethral afleetion, whioli bad now for 
Bomc weeks been a mere gleet, received a final coup-de'grace 
tiirongh tho cfficicut agency of canttioridal collodion, whicU 
was tvrico applied to llie olTeiiding oi^n. Tlio patient assures 
me that, since his recover/, he has kept out of harm's way. 

Case TV. — AcvU gmtorrfura — suspension of dischargt — 
aire — spcrrruUorrfia-a svp^rvening — mrt . 

December 26, 1855. L. S., aged eighteen years. Tall, slen- 
der frame, coostitution delicate. Uy day, doing business in the 
city ; at night, is tea miles in tlie country by railroad. Glen- 
norrhagia eight days, profuse, yellow, puriform ; severe scalding 
in micturition ; painful eructious and chontee. Coui)kiuu(1 
cabchs powder, six drachms a day. Had taken a ealiiio ca- 
tliartie on the previous day. Patient remained quietly In tlie 
country for twelve days, when the blennorihagia ceased, and lio 
went to his place of business, where his services were urgently 
demanded. In fivedays the bleniiorrliairia returned. To arrest 
it, bttl«un of cofiaiba mixture was prescrilMjJ, hi lea days tho 
running again ceased, excepting a drop of thin, transparent 
mucus in tlie morning. For this, injections were employed as 
in Gate II., logf^lhur with cantharidal collodiuu to tliD intogu- 
meot of the penis. In twelve days tlie abnormal eeerolioii 
made, its final disapijcorance. 

In just five weeks from the time the patient reported tlint Iho 
gleet had raniahed, ho called to he cured of i<[>erni;utorrho;a. 
He stated that, a few days previous to the diitappcaraiico of Iha 
gleet, lie began to be troubled with undue nexual (^motions and 
involuntary nocturnal emJsinonii. The latter bad gradually 
increased in frociucncy, until they nnmhercd ten or Iwulve in a 
week, and were coincident with erotic dreams. Ho was pallid, 
nervous, dejected ; limd a poor appetite ; fitreiigth roduocd, and 
bowels constipated. He was diroctod to uso a gonorous diet, to 
bathe in cold water daily, to take free exercise in the open air. 
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and, a£ a tonic and aporicut, equal pai-U or tlio wine of iron and 
syrup of scutia lo Uio iLuiuunt of two or tlii-ee ilraulims each 
day ; at bedtime, a dmcltta of tupuUn. TlictiO diroctions vivx& 
all fuitlifully u1i»orvcd. Tlie spuriDuturrlioca gmduoll}' subsided, 
and lit tlic uiid of uiglil wucks guru no furtbor trouble. 

Abnormal sexual excitement and invohiutary sotnhial emis- 
sions are ficqiiently met with in chronic blaniiorrhagia. lii 
Buuh c&scs^ tliQ cii^vr);emunt and li-ntatiuii of the prostate gland, 
ftuil doc-|nir portions of the urctlira, are propagnted to the vesio- 
ulm scmitiales, and henco the disturbance of their physiological 
function. 

Evcvy physician and surgooa is naturally mora deejily im- 
pressed with -what be 8c«s and witnesses witbiu the range of 
his own field of professional sarvioe than witli what transpires 
witliin tli« limits of nnolhcr man's pracLice. But the liistory of 
bleniiorrhagia, as known and treated by various practitioner}, 
shows thsit it is curaWo tliruugh the instnimeotalily of a great 
diversity of iciiiedies, no one of whiah is entitled to llio charac- 
ter of an abt^oUito and infallible spccifiii. Tim disease dilTers 
greatly in tliti severity of its eyniploius as developed in patients 
of diSc'L'oiiC cull^tlUltil:lng aiiil dilTeri^iit habits ; and aUlioii|j;Ii its 
leading fuatures are sulHcieiitly marked Lo enable the practi- 
tioner to j-ecugnizG it, yet he will find it a futile attempt if he 
uiidcrtalte to employ a unifonn mode for nil cases. But, ftl- 
lliough llie malitily yields to no specifics as such, thcro is a great 
(jlioico of remedies, jnst as we find in other Complaiitts, iii tlio 
ruanageinciit of wliieli our means are applied according to tlic 
daily assemblage of symploms. In attempting the cure of 
bleniiorrhagia, some surgeons employ tlio balsam of copaiba 
almost exclutiively ; »<nna tru^t to ciibebs as being beat adapted 
t(i the groatebt nnmljur of eases; some rely on a coinbinution 
of copaiba and cnbcbs, in the ibclicf tJml tlic virtues of the two 
remedies arc bust exerted when united ; some resort to antiplilo- 
gistics, Kome to injections, with no other treatment; and others, 
still, bring into service nearly all the above nieanures in the 
same case, and, in addition to this, ai-e sometimes obliged to 
vesicate llio penis or jwrineal integument. All these plans of 
treatment succeed ; all occasionally fail. 

Dr. Cliarles A. Daris, the intelligent and efficient surgeon of 
tlie United t^tatcs Marine Hospital at Chelsea, near Ilostoii, 
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informs mc that, during the last throe years, ho Jias treated 
about eiglitvcii hundred cases of goiiorrliiea al tliat institution, 
and that he lias given various modes of troalinuiit a fair trial, 
including every new remedy that has cotno to his uotiee. In 
the abortive treatment lie has employed the strong solution of 
nitrate of silver, keeping the patient conltnud to Im bed, and 
resLrictiiig hira to a low diet, for a few days. If th« period has 
passed for resorting to theabortivu Iruulincnt, Dr. Davis orderi:, — 

R. Copaibff 

Mucilagiiii* Acociic, ill, Jiv. 

Aqun: Caiiiplioiw, S^vj, Mi 

Dose. — llntr an ounce tliree tiotca a duy. 

In chronic hlonnorrhagia and iu glopt lie very gencrnlly 
applies the canthaildal collodion, which in utmost every in> 
stance brings stttisfuctory results. In private pructiw it would 
of COUTH) he c<|ually suecessfVil, piovidcd it wcic convenient to 
use it: but there arc too many obstacles, loo many eontiiigon- 
eies, lliat mil in many cases ari^ie iu the way of its employment. 
TIic objeclions lie chiefly with the pulienl Inuisclf. Ho dreads 
thu puin ; iiur will ho saliiuit U) tlie iiiconvenioiieo niid restraint 
which its application imposes. 

Ittjertioiis i» bknnorrhnf^in. — Altliough tlic idua of curing 
bleunorrhngiu, in its initial stage, in conformity with the old 
tulage, ^cUoj tuie, tt juctirule" by strong injuctions of nitrate 
of silver, in Bcarccly tenable so fnr as relates to |)rivato prnctico, 
yet, iu many cases, injections of some sort may he advanta- 
geottsly re!^o^ted to, and without ri^k to the jiaticnt. As ailjuiicts 
to other agents in tlio latter stages of tlic disease, wlioii tho 
active inHammatioii ha.1 m-itonally diminished, and tlie indi- 
Tidiial no longer cuniplaint^ of urotlnul ptiiiis, nor of ardor 
uriim, then inJcctionH of a mild, astringont, or sedative char- 
acter may ho employed. Tlioy are, generally speaking, most 
opportune when aiiti-ltlcnnorrhagic remedies have had a fair 
trial, and liave ftiiled lo arrest the discharge. So long as tho 
ciL«e is doing wirll under tho use of haltiam of copaiba, cubcbs, 
c&iitharidcs, or other const! tutiouul treatment, we need not feel 
that there le any occasion to use injections. To let well enough 
alone is always good policy. Local remedies Boraetimes disturl) 
5" 
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the favoifiltlo action tli;it is being iiroihuieil hy tlig agents al- 
ready at wuik. But, if injections have l>ccii ilelL'rmiiicd upoii, 
the Hiirgeoit ^lioulJ g:ivo cliroctions rh to tlio 1>cst inanncr of 
employing the ^yringo, eo llmt its contents may pats along tho 
whole length of tlie urethral canal ; for it is not certain, ia any 
givon instnnco, at what potnt oi* jiortiou the dieease may exist. 
Tho injection should le allowed to remain in contact with the 
cannl for sovoral minutes, — or until it creates a trifling degree 
of pain, — and its EiitbFcquent action should Im3 cai-ofnlly noted. 
If it increase the discharge, it should he discontinued. Iut^-co]d 
water may safely be thrown into the iirethra several times a day 
during any stage of goiiorrlio?a. This eao do no harm ; on tho 
contrary, it often exerts a very favorable infinciico. lii nearly 
all cases I advise the use of it many times in the twenty-four 
hours, provided tli& patient is so sitMatcd that he can employ 
tho syringe in a proper manner. If there bo much irritation in 
the urethra, an ii^joction of culd water, wittt three or four praiiis 
of aqueous cvtraet of opium to the ounce, may be usefully 
employed. It should bo carefully filtered. 

During t!i« last few years, Rieord lias been gradually rolin- 
quisliiug the emiiloymont of caustic injections in tho treatment 
of gonorrhtea, because every now and then instances occur ia 
TThicli the pfiin is very severe, Mie artificial iiillammation runs 
high : and tlicn, instead of a cure buing obtained, the disease 
relapses into a chronic state, which resists all means of cure : 
in addition to this, the patient refjiiiires a great deal of watch- 
ing, — more tlmii a medical man in full practice is able to 
devote to him. Rieord now prefers the capsules of copaiba, 
aud the foUiJwing injection ; — 

It. Zinci Suljhliatix, *. . 

PLunibi At'clntixi BS, .......,.,.., gr^ xr. 

Tiiicturn: Calcchu, 

opii.iii), 5j. 

Aquic Roaoruin, j^j. M. 

IxJECTlON. 

Acton status that his expcrionco fully nustains thai of Hicord ; 
and that it is only in old cases of gleet, in sperm atorrliuL-a, and 
iu chronic affections of the bladder, that he employs tho nitrate 
of silver injections.* 

* Vul? London Lancet, Uccmbcr. 1S54. pn^ 4S9. 
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It U ofWii advisable to vary the character of tho injections ; 
I propose, thererorc, in the siihjoincd iiolc, to pre»6iit a few 
fonnulse in addition to tho!<o already inserted in th»!<o |>agi?K.' 

I luvo thus Hubmiaed in briuf detail, sundry tncLliod.s of 
procedure for tho euro of btconorrliagia. Tlie uiiiUiplicity of 

* R. Flumbl Ac«uii8 gr. ij dd UJ. 

DMOctinnis P*pnTcri*, 5 i"j- W- 

Ths kborc is to be u«od nt night, and altnved In penclmle without TPslraint 
U tu aa tbe ordinur}- itnpuliion or the ajriage will cunvvy it. In four or five 
iayt it may be used mote frequently. Used st the London Lock Hoapitot. — 
Batrg J. Jahnton. 

R. Vfau lUibri, Srj. 

Aridi Tannici gr. xviij. M. 

For the utili! urethra. For the voginL tht- quantity of tiuuiiii may bo 
douhlad, or stjll ftirtlier incrviucd. — Langiton Par/eer. 

R. Solution!* Sndw ChloridI, 5 iij. 

Aquie Jviij. M. 

ThiN propnratinn ix nften vulunblc in chronic vi;ginnl or urethra! gunorrha>a 
or B^ti and miiy he «mpluyed«v«ry hour or twu during th« day, 

R. Peiri Fotaario Tsrtratis, 3j. 

Aqus S viij- M. 

ItUEcnoN. — For chronic bleiinon-ha^ or gteet in either mx. Muy ))C 
oaed ad libitum, 

R. Foiri lodidi, gr. svj. 

A<ius RoHurum, 5 vj. M. 

In gonorrhiea or glwl, to be used leverat timea :i day. — Prvf. Dmi/liton, 

R. Zind SulphilU, 

AcidiTuinici.U, i , 8^- !)• 

AquK Sij. 

II. iNJECTIo.f. — To be used repeatedly during the day. — Aclan. 

The uniiBli? of lino has been employed in tho proportion of one part to mtt 
hundred of vmtcr, u aa injection io ohiunic blcnnorrho^ with Tuvontbk 
fMultt. 

M. 8ker, nirReon to St. BBrthotomeV!! Hwipital, oanmdcrt that the awtt 
etfntual method of curing i;onorrliiPB nnd gleet, is by the uno of mild iiij'.'i-tion*, 
and the intemid uee of tincture of irun or rerra^cilnilc of quinine, ad liliitun. 
Tlw following i* B convenieut mode of jireacribing the citrate ; — 

R> Pcrri et Quinine Citratia, { m. 

Syrupi Aurantii, ..«.■■■*•,>«. 

Aquie Fon tanip. £&,.,... J ij. )£, 

Doas. — 5 j- three times a day in half a ^1 of cold water. 
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remedies, coiytinnional and topical, ^bows jjainly enon^i, how 
totally iiieScctual all ordioarj mcafures mmelimes prove. Al- 
though (h^ afTection is purdy loctl. aud would f«em, Uieo- 
reticadtr. to admit of easj cure, ^el tho'lestimoiiT of experience 
tells a different story ; aiid we learn from it, tlial U»e disease i* 
DOW and Uieit as obstiuate as it is disgusting. 

PAINFUL ERECnOXS. 

Thcsft complications of Wennorrhagia sometinacs occur, to 
the great torment of the patient, especially during the latter 
part of the night; aud tlieir immviliate rcnxiTal, aud th« pre- 
TentioD of their rocurreiioo, should engage tbo attentioa of the 
Burgeon. Tlie erections arc inroluntary. I once knew a mar^ 
ried man — a carriage painter — who had gonorrhoea, and 
whose virile organ continued in a state of priapisui for nearly 
twcnty-foiir succ-essirc hours. He could not laake known his 
coiidiliun to any one. without exposing himself in a w&y that 
would have raised a montl hurricane in the dotneKlic circle, and 
be continued to suBl-r. uutil a bri^k cathartic, which he took, 
brought relief. 

In chordeo, the peni^ when in a state of tension, is curved 
downwards or to one side. The erections are much more 
trouMeeome during the second flage of blennorrliagia, tlian at 
any other p(;riod. Now and then, iu nervous men, they persist 
after the iuflummatory symptoms have di^ppcarcd. In the 
geuenlity of ca»«$, the almormal condition lakes place when tlie 
inflatumatorr action extends to the reticular tissue of tlie 
urethra, and consequent inBltration of plaMic lympli into its 
cells occur?, wberehr the canal loses its uniform elasticity, and 
cannot expand in due proportion witli tlie distensinu of tlie 
erectile apparattts. 

TKEATMrsT. — Tn some castes, antiplilo^stics and sedatives arc 
nviuinsl for iW n'nioral of this pheuotnenou. Leeches, and 
nnerwartls. cold water to the perinatim arc useful. The latter 
applivrttion mny K- i.-onunuod for several hours. It cont^titutes 
oiip of the nui^t eflioieut local niowurvs thai can Iw employed. 
The ftatient should tie ou a hard mattress, with a liglil covering 
over him. 
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hufVUS. — The sedative aiid fliiU-blonnorrliagic inflnftDCO of 
this remedy depends u|M>ti a resinous elberooily principle; 
vhilo the bitter elummit yields a real tonic. I have empluyed 
lupnlin in doses Tnrpng from one scruple to one draohtn. It 
has ail advantage over opium in not producing constipation : 
Dor doe^ it create u.uy ^a^tric diiiturbauco ; and, en this acoouul, 
it is preferable to camphor. A few moutlii; siace, I had & young 
man under tr«atmont, for Thorn I prescribed tlio lupiilin, of 
vtiich he could not take over a »criiple in twenty-four hours 
vithout cxporioncing an uncomfortable, stupid feeling for bot- 
«ral bount ; but the erethisms, for which it was given, were en- 
tirely quietcii. This patient was nervous and dyspeptic. The 
stomach tolerated the medicine perfectly well. During the past 
foir years, ravorable reports, in regard to the remedy, have hcon 
communicated to the journals by prttctitiuncrs of high standing 
in tiiis country and Europo; and 1 feci justified in etatinp; that 
the more I prescribe it, the greater is my confidence in its ability 
to control painful erections in ^oiiorr)ia;al patients. A late 
number of the Gazette dea Hiipitaux conlains a formulji for a 
pill consisting of belladouna, camphor, and lupulin, which is 
reputed to prevent at once the occurrence of painful erections, 
and invariably to allay tho morbid erectile tendency of the 
genital orgaue. The formula is : — 

R. Katructi BellailonnE, , 9 j. 

liUpuliiue Rvceiitia 

PulveriH CuQi|th<)ne, t&, 5j. 

H. ft. pil. No. xiviij. Dose. — One to four pill« si night. 

Camphor. — Id some patients camphor destroys or greatly 
interferes with the appetite, and for this reason it can be pre- 
scribed only for a short time in any cousidorablu nuanULiiis ; but 
as regards its cHicacy in relieving tho complications under con- 
eidcrution, all surgeons agree; and it will probably continue to 
maintain a claim equal to that of any other drug employed for 
tbc relief of the enmc morbid conditions. If the f^iim bu 
Klected, it may be formed into pills with the extract of lettuce, 
according to the anuesed formula : — 

R, Polrvr!* CninpliDiw, 

Eitrecli Lncluoc, an. ^y, 

IL fL piL No. XX. Dusk. — One to *ix pUls at night. 
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For chortlfrf, commoQ spirits of c&mplior, in swoetenedl milk, 
aurpassos all oilier remedies. A toaspooiifiil of spirit may be 
takeu by t1ie patient on going to bed ; aud every lime he vrakes 
with th>a chordcQ, lot liim at onco ri&o and repeat tlie dose: 
Sometimes the attack can be relieved ioBtaQtly by making forci- 
ble downward pressure upon the organ. lu somo cases, ihe 
cliordee becomes chronic and remaiDS for a long period after the 
bleniiorrha^ia has dlsappearod, aud the peuis acquires the liard- 
DCsH uf cartilage or bone. This peculiar condition, as already 
observed, is duo to tlie prosencs of plastic mutter in tlia parts, 
and Sa a source of cotislant discomfort and alarm to the iudi- 
Tidual. The slate of things here mentioned is of rare occur- 
rence as a consequence of urotliritis, and yet it is a result of 
this complaint; and the fact is worthy of remenibpaiice in a 
diagnostic point of view ; for the patient ia apt to fancy that the 
di&eaee is a ecirrlious or cancorouii aUectiou of Uie orgau, and 
he lives in fear as lo its ultimate and dreadful turmiuatioQ — a 
frame of mind wliieh the fiirgcon will liave it in his power to 
relievo by a few explanatory words. The iiitcrnnl admiuistratioa 
of the iodide of p<:>iHS£iuiu in compound decoction of san^aparilla, 
and the locnl umployiaetit of the uuguentum liydrargjTi cam- 
phoratum will constiLiite the most suitahlo treatmeut .for the 
removal of the singular aeeident in question. The iodide-of- 
lead ointment will also be wortliy of a trial ; lilcewisB. the appli- 
cation of small blisters aud of the compoiiiid tincture of iodine. 
The deformity never interferes with the general health, altlieugh 
it does with the physiolugiual functions of the uiombor; and ia 
some iualaiices it reinuius iiicurablc. 

VRETIIHAL H.TIMORRHAGE. 

In certain cases of acute blotiuorrhagia, attended with fre- 
quent priapism siiid severe spasmodic chordoe, bleeding takes 
place from tho vaK^jiilar apparatus of tho urethral caual. The 
quantity of blood thus discharged is usually !>mn11, and seldom 
gives occasion for the Bcrviccs of the surgeon toarroetit. In 
fact, the occurrence of slight hiemorrliage is a fortunate cir^ 
cumstanco, as it is geuorally followed by a decrease of the in- 
flammatory symptoms. If the discharge bo peofuso, moans for 
represEing it should bo adopted ; and of these, tlie application of 
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ico-cold w(iti?r to the perinseiim is one of the bestj—cold water 
may likewise bo iiijected into tho urethra. Or, wtiat is better, 
and more conveniently donc^ pressure sitoiild bo mads with the 
tliumb and finger upon tha urcthrii deep in tho perinoium. If 
tlie Iiaeujorrliage be not arrested, draw the fingors gradually 
forward in the track uf tli« urethra. Tbo precise &cut uf the 
lesion, from whence tho blood Jlows, will soon bo detected ; and 
it will usually be found at tho point of tltK^ uriithra opposite the 
«ymphysiB pubis. A compresB should be placed upon the part, 
and secured by a roller around the loins and tliiglis. In three 
cases of profuse urL-thrul basmorrhagc, which 1 Imve met with, 
tho accident occurred when tho organ was in its greatest ten- 
don, attended, in two instances, with chordcc also. In one 
case, the patient livod at eoiue dis^tauce from nie. According to 
his own story, lie bled a quart. Ho applied cloths dipped in 
outd water to the genitals ; but tho bleeding, which took plai:e in 
the dead of night, eoiitinued several hours. In the second indi- 
vidual, the laceration of the vessels occasioned a rapid flow of 
l>lood, which was arrested with ice-wnter and pressure upon the 
porinaium. Tho third case occurred lately, and was on this 
vise. A young dandy, who had hlennorrhagia "in floribiis," 
took a fancy to have a ride in a cab on a bright summer's 
evcuiug with a girl of tho town. During tho ride the girl got 
into hift lap; and while the parties wore busily engaged in 
mutual etabraces, a vesw^l spriiiii^ a leak and Ijlod profusely. 
The young man became alurineiJ. The call drove up lo the 
office of a physician. The patient nlighted, and the cab went 
alidad with tho female passenger. The pliysician, at whose door 
the bleeding lover was dropped, not being in, I was ealled. 
The youngster liad on a pair of white Irowsers. The blood was 
Irickling down hia legB. He exposed the genitals, and related 
the circumstances amiii which the hasmorrhage took place. The 
bleeding was staunched with cold applications and pressure, the 
patient lying on the floor for about an hour afterwards. 
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CHAPTER ITT. 

GLEET. 

This Is the blennorrlioea chronica of Dr. Good ; Hennorrhrea 
bif)de.i being, as wc hare seen, the nuinQ lie gives to tlie cUj» 
or gonorrlirea. Gleet is a frefjuent sequel of an ob^tinato blen- 
norrhugiu uiisucccasfuUy Lrouted or wliolly ucglecteii. The dis- 
chiirge is sliglit. Roiuetimos i»i\j a drop or two is noticed about 
tho moatiis iipctlirw, in llio morning. Tlifl orifico is smeared 
wilh a ropy, tnnncitms, scTniis or imicotis fluid, parlialljr dried 
porha|>9, upon lliu Ups, \\iv\ i\\\i\\\\y Impeding the froe exit of the 
etroani of iiriiic, whoii it first arrives at tliis part. Sotno patients 
hare an oozing of matter, nmontitin^ to fivo or six drops in the 
twenty-four hours. 8omcliiiics sfveral days will interviiiie wnd 
no dieoliargo be itoliced ; hut if llio patiuiit indulge lii any ini- 
pnidciico 111 diet, severe cxerciwi;, seximl intercourse, or any* 
tiling which tends to oxcito the organs, the gleet will vory 
prolinhly reappear. Tho immt common seat of bleniiorrli(pa is 
iit llio vitiiniiy of iho tncinbranoiis or prostatic portion of tho 
iipcllirn. ; lliu Iwsioii, however, is sometimes situated in, or near, 
IIiA ri>M«a nnTiculnri!!, as in acute urethritis. It is geiiei-ally enitj 
In detormiiio when it is seated at llio latter point ; for if it ho, 
amdoratc gqnvcziiig: of tho glaiifi penis will force the matter out 
itl tho orifice of iho urethra, whereas this caiutot be so readily 
iliuto If tho discharpo proceeds from a portion of tho canal 
tlirlhi'r hai'k, Sometiinos tho hjculity inuy he aKcertaincd -hy 
|ti^)Mln(( the intogiuueiil along tho urethru. The patient wilt 
Wiitplnii) of lieing hurl when the dii^oni^eJ spot is reached. 

tk>*\ini|imnlly, ft profc^nmtiirnl red[i(»ps and turgesccnce of the 
h)ui iif lint uruilira remain iifliT tlie discharge has coasod. This 
ttwtUtUMi fhim tho healthy appuuranuo is, of itself, an affair of 
UUtv HHiimMil. Il is, howoror, indicativo of a more profound 
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■bnorauU condition, vhich may still be lurking in. the mucous 
lining of tlic canal, in Cowper's glands, or in the prostate, 
either or all of which parts m&y linre hoen, at some period of 
the disease, concerned in tSo proJiictioii of the inorliic] Bccrotioti, 
and may still bo the scat of a subacute innamtimtioii ; and. ho long 
IS this coiitiimcs, the patient is liable to b. relapse froai tliu mast 
triviul ciMss or imprudeoce. He should, therefore, persuvero 
in the treatment fur some ten or fifteen days aflt-r the mofLtiis 
has assumed its iiomial coiLdilien. Xor should ho ha nlluwcd to 
indulge in tlio venereal act, imtil several wouks after the disi- 
charge has stopped. Ca^^e^ are on record in uliteli tlie ^secretion 
baa been absent for a nhole month, and ihuii has Lii;cii repro- 
duced by sexual iiitercourso with a. perfectly healthy woniau. 
Sucli facts are entitled to remembrance. They shotilfl make tha 
surg'con cautious wlml answer ho gives to the inquiry which is 
frequcutly made by the patient, *' When may I venture to 
marry ? " The answer in soiaa cases must be given under cir- 
cumstances involving no small re^ponsibi!ity, 

Some men, with an old gleet, sulfer great mental distress in 
eofuequence of its presence, allhough it does not intorfcro with 
llioir pliysical health. A few mouths ^inco, an iiitclltgent hut 
nervous men, from a neighboring village, was mml to mo hy hi.s 
physician to be treated for gleet. It had existed about one year. 
The discharge consisted uf a drop or two of mucus in the 
morning. No Ptricturo or other iirogularity uf the urnlhral 
canal was found. The catheter slipped into the bladder at 
ouce ; rirility was unimpaired. The patient hiid Iteeii reading 
an old medical bouk which fell in liis way, and tie l.>ecama 
greatly alarmed, apprcl lending that the voitereal complaint, in 
some form, miglit break out npoa liim at any moment unless his 
gleet were cured. A matlfir of business called hiai to Georgia ; 
but he dnrcd not undertake the journey while his genitals were 
in such a critical state. lie wait put upon tlio use of the fullew- 
iog: — 

H. Tinrtujw CantliaridlB, . . 

OH Terrbinihinir, fti, 5j- 

Mucilnf^itia Acoetor Jij.M. 

SoBiL — One tcMpoonrul dtroe time* a <lay. 
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The followiiijr injection was also prescribed : — 

R. Addi Tanijiei 5 J. 

Pluinhi AiTlBt!«, gr. tIq. 

Atjua? Fontanu^ S vig. M. 

A aj-riugeful to be injecteil three or four linuw in the twtutly-rmir Loun. 

The whole of the perineal integument vas likevise made per- 
f«ctly raw wllli the couipoutid tincture of ioduic. and llie patient 
va-i conlined to Ids room. Ttia gleet ceased on the sixtli day, 
but tlio remedies ivere tonlinucd for two weeks longer in 
diminished force. Tin; piilieiit wns ciiconrtLged to start on bis 
journey. On rcochinf; PiuladclplMa he fancied that ho detected 
a relapse of bis gleot, mid forthwith reiiirned to mo. Nothing 
voiitd api^a^o itim but a renewal of treatment, although I 
assured liim there was no call for it. Meantime, as iio gleet 
appeared, Ida niiud became tranquil, and lie was convinced that 
he hud no oi-cnsion to voturii as lie did from Pliiladclphia. Ha 
once mure comniQDccd lii» 8outbcru uip, which he completed 
succepsfiilly. 

I liavo cxnudnod widi the niioroeoope numerous specimens of 
true glofly nialter. In must itistaiicos it coii!^ist£ of large, deli- 
cute, well-deli lied cpitlielial veils and free nuclei, wliich remaiu 
entire ftfltir liio othor purEloiis uf lIii; iii»H>ld product are decora- 
|Ki5cd and Li-okt^n up into mere »lireds and amorphous granules. 
Id other samples I liare fuutid pus-glohules. altliongb seldom in 
abujidaiicu. If the iudi>'idua) indulge in any excess, and Uius 
augment the lucal iniliiimnatory action, a corresponding iucroase 
of pue^globnlo? can bo detected. 

It is not easy to say, ]Mtliologically, at what precise point in 
the progress of urethritis llip influnmialory gunorrlitea ceases, 
and the pleet eomnieuces. Here wo oiicounler a ditBculty 
analogous to tbiit winch presents ittccif when ve speak of the 
termination of an aclive inflammation ia any other oi^n or 
membrane, and llic commcacemcut of a sufjerTening eiibacute 
iDllammation. Wo have no means of running a line of distioo- 
tion that shall ho mathomatioally correct : but for all practical 
pnrp<i!SL's required in therapeutic snrgery, our resources are 
suflicicutly ample, and, for the most part, ultimately siiccesiful ; 
although il niuit be confessed that they aro ooca^iunally whulty 
iucfiicieut. 
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Treatment op Glebt. — Glwt has been cured by a great 
contrariDty of trcatmant. Thero is no one plan tliat can cluim 
absolute »U{>remacy over all others in all cases. The remedies 
appropriutc fur onecoiislitutiuit, miiy be jiri^judicial tu aiiotlier; 
and what may bo suitable Tor a pniiuiit today, imiy ha injurious 
to him to-morrow. Whatever course of treatment the siirgeoa 
decides to take, let him bear in mind that he is dealing with a 
urethritis — a mere madificntioii of the same uiuludy thnt was 
treated under the name of gouorrlia'a or blonnorrbagia. Tliin 
is true, certaiuly, of tlio great majority of cases which we call 
g^eet. lu gome few instances, the discharf^s is kept alive by 
BOiuething more Iliaii a sub:icule inflaniinatiou of the urethra. 
There may be hypcrtro|)hy of the prostate ; or inflaiumation of 
the vcsicula; seniitiales,— or iiiflainmatioEi or irritation of the 
neck of the bladder ; or stricture in gome portion of the urethra. 
All thcrrc contingciKcs will sugguet tlicm»elves to the cotieidera- 
tion of tho soieotilic practitioner ; nor will ho leuvo iiiieni|jli>ycd 
any available moans of arriving nt a correct opinion in rogiud to 
these possible conditions before commciicing iho trcatmoiit of a 
case. An important point to be delerniiiiE'd at tlii» jiincLnrc, 
relates to the wxistcuce of stricture. Tlic citlietcr or bougie 
will clear up «ll donlits ujioii this question. Putients very often 
apply to a surgeon to be cured of stricture wlioti they liava 
none. They liavij a gleet, — the sequence of a gouorPhoca that 
hav been miHnunuged by some knuvisli qiiaclc, wlio has iieitlicr 
medical skill uor moral pritkciplo. He tells the man that his 
gleet is depcndunt on a dangorou^ strii'turo. wbidi must bo 
operated upou with the catheter or bougie every few days, or his 
urethra will close up so that he cannot make wutcr ; and he 
proiiiise^ to cure tlio poor fullow for iso much — usually an enor- 
mous oiim ; wlioren?, upon proper ex ami nation of the part, no 
ttricturc can \>e found.* 

The urethral lacunie are much more developed in some 
persons than in ottiors : and when the walls of tbciio little 
rccc«t«c8 are in a state of congostion or hyportropliy, IVom pro- 

• "Thero in a cliiKii of ncoundrpU who live, not by curing Mrittiiren, liut iiivtnt- 
ing them, l.ct nn unliappy nTctch fail into llivir luindx, and if \w urethra will 
Bdnut n poktr. thi-y will »till prmimdiv him he ia ttrinl.iirei THc^ diirnlion of hla 
ewe will bp in tlie L'lniEKintid rniiu gf ibe extent uf lu> credulity, mid Uiie fulncis 
of hill jiucknL" — Hrnrj/ J. Jali ngori. 
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Timis inflammation, tliej witl iiaturally oppose the fi«e passiagc 
of llic iti»triiiactit along llic caital ; aud unless the operator lie 
Eomcwliiit fiimillar with tEie Wiigic, lie miiy mistitlce tliiit opfiosi* 
tjon for t-tricture. Long standing bloniiorrliagiu, in vliicli tlie 
symptoms liavo been very severe, may proJuco the change in 
tlie lacuuiQ licre alluded to ; and the obstacle, which, wlieu in 
this BtatG, tlioy must offer to the extremity of a, hougie, may bo 
misintorpretod ; and if the manipulator were to persist in hii 
efTortx to iirgo tha instrumuiit farther iu, he might easily rend 
the ]>arta — inuku a falso passage — manufacturo a pouch — or 
oven create a stricture. 

Blistehs is Oleet. — Of all local remedies, these etnud at 
the lioad of tiie list for the euro of all cnses not dependent on 
stricture or otherwise complicated. Tliey may bo applied along 
tho whole laiigth of tlie penis, except two or three lines towards 
the jjrcputial orifice. As soon as vesication has taken |>Iace, the 
organ may be lubrit^ated with cqiiul parts of lima water and 
olive oil, or the benzoated zinc ointment, and wrapped in a linen 
rag. Of late 1 have used cantliaridal collodiun In preference to 
blistoriiig cerate. The collodiun may he upplied li'y means of a 
camcrs-imir pLMicil. After the oviiporation of tlio otliep, which 
takeB }ilai-o in a few seconds, tlie pans may bo protected with 
linen rag, Tlio vesicating subbtaiieo slioiild lie applied iit bed- 
time. ]f llie surgeon propose Ut blj.iier iho perineal inte}i;iiment, 
ho will find the collodion much more couvonicnt tlian any other 
substance. It is better adapted to the uneven surface than 
plaster, does not 8tain the linen like tincture of iodine, and acts 
more powerfully and rapidly than the latter.' 

1 liave often cured a gleet with one application of the medi- 
cated collodion. Tlio discharge does not usually disappear 
until tho liJ'Lli or sixth day after vesication has been produced ; 
sometimes eight or ten days will intorvcno before it entirely 

" '• If only p«rp gWt, BomctiineB mut'ims, nomi-tifiippi piin.ili?nt, !>e met witli, it 
will, in iiiniiwl rvwy ewe, yield in a l>li»UT j vrry nirely lioeo it rE<|uim o swond. 
Bliatcritig is, I rosy miw Bufely my, \he nufosl, ijiiickcsl, uiid most cfficncioiui 
rcmetlj- i>f ull tltat hnve *vcr twen ]>ro[M>Bcd. Those who iinvc hud iiuml'ern of 
tlR'»e «i"e< uoflcr thrir hinili, .inil fi'It itio coinlivnt dinfippointmont whi<-h ihe 
use r>f every olhcr remedy bring* willi i[. will noon oppreoiate its ^nJiic 1 Imvo 
hi^artl it cond^-mni'd aa a rlolent, pninrul, unplcauint rcmvdy. I deny JL" — 
MiUvn in Mtd. Time* and Oatettt, 
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ceases. lu a few tnstaucca a ttucODd application has been re- 
quired, but I liavo rarely fyuiid oocii.-'ioii for a tliird. PutieiiU 
generaliy prefer to nibmit to llic ojMration on Saturday evening. 
During (he following d»y they are obliged to remain at rest; 
M>inolim«s for a longer period. 

Thoro ia etill another region upon wliidi large blisters can be 
applied ill cases of gonorrhoea and gleot, and that is liigh up on 
the inner surfuco of llio thiglis. They Klionld im ahmit three 
iaclies by three, and be secured by u murgiii uf udlicsivu [itu^tcr, 
and, as a matter of convenience, chould be put on wheu the 
patient goes to bed at tiigbt, and be allowetl to remain on nntil 
next morning. A blister on each thigh may Imj applied at the 
umQ time. The voeicatod etirfucos may be drci^ned with cold 
ercsm, tho bcnzoatcd zini: ointrut-nt, or lint soaked in cantor oil. 
Very likely the nrclhral discliargc may be increased for twonty- 
foar or forty-eigbt honrs, and the patient will oxjiericnco an 
iacourenieiit scalding on micturition, and it will be wnU rn' him 
to be provided witli an antidote as in the fullowlng prew]ri|>- 
tioo: — 

R. Mialum Csmphorw, ||j. 

Spirilib JSthfris Nitrici S j- 

H. Mucila^nia Acociiu, S ml 

DofiK. — Two Ivaspounfulii Ctry hour until four or fire donci ore tnkcn, if 
Mtnaftiy. A mnn bath alM, if Uie •ymptoma ore urgcDt, of which Ihcrc i* 
nrj little probability. 

The final and spocdy rcsnit of tinis blistering tho thighs, has, 
in Bomo cusos, proved entirely satisfiietory. I havo tried them 
aiid liave »ucceeded ; — 1 have tried tlicin and have failed. 

iNJECnosa IS Glket, — The number of these, as in gonor- 
itiiea, in well nigb luglnii. Some of them prove importnnt allies 
to ollicr remedial agencies; some arc nearly inert; and some, 
absolutcl/ mischievous. Injections should be weak at lirfi, ctnd 
always used caiitioiisiy. It is best to coninienco with two or 
three repetitions for three or four dayi:, and let tho patient 
report progress. If no ill resultc, the rejwtilions may bu more 
frequent. The urethral canal should be ke;)l as free as pos>iblo 
fi-om all glocty BCcrctioa. Huncc the benefit of weak injections 
often repeated, rather than to use more jjot^int ouch, wliicli mubt 
6" 
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Iw Bni|iIoyod less frequently, anil oven ibeo mMj make ihe I&st 
Htale of tiio patient worse than the first. Frcqaent injections of 
lc«*waior aro usually pi-oduciivo of beneficial effects. 

Ill mlVniKory tiiM-'s, wlicro the deep portions of tlie cuiftl in 
{dvoIvkI, mlvmitU|CU ik Miiuvtimes realized from insertug talo 
Um iirvlhm, to t]ti> di*|>th of »bout four inches, a catbettr havii^ 
perfuralious in tho Mdo::. and pressing a dnchm or tro of the 
it\|wtitti) into tite o.\irciuity of the catheter, by nwiw of a aaUl 
»yriii{^. Ona of iho l>c$t, as well its one of ihe dnafiait t^iB^ 
tioii^. i« tiitrio aotd, diluted thus : — 

It A<i£ Nitricv tfLxx. 

Afw F^uav. S^K 

(V l)u$. a ilnohm umt Iv injected emr bow, or 

if iW t«liv«il ci>oo«>e. TW csutioa. prta 

vkverwJ m rr^anl lo thi^ parfAraboa. 

uiU«rr vwtM ««»«m vere it to rwaau ia 

tlw liM«; ■ t w n bru K of ikt vnhr&. Ibi 

1«MK tm^ « tTWpM t ID cbe ■ » €!! « dtrat 

K> <«luc4 t aw poital. » tW Fr«»cb efcloni* «( tad 

ana »ww «f |(Vtt*triaf iW j^fiar ■■■■feeun. I 

itd%M4 Mi tt* fcvtwctMS cf (Me y«rf «f Ac Minda 

|«rt» >tt ma vMcr- k laay m 

M^iMknaM </{ aar cvm ry. — •imr cnn a» cacftt «aa^» ^ 

«f Ai^jtvAfttt tes^ Wva iiin^ifciiwi «:d 
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The chloride of rino malios a valuatlo injoctlon in soine cases 
of gleet &ud also in gonorrhcca. Tlie usual fortuula which I 
hftTe employed ia : 

R. Ziod Chloridi, gn. tj. 

A<]u«> RoMrum, $ vj. 

M. To fm iinocj twioe in iJie twpnty-foiir Iionni for u fpw doyKi nftcr which 
more tK'quvatljr, i/nn uuploomit elTect U comp-l&ined uTliy thv {mtuiMt. 

The acid iiilrate of mercury (Hydrargyri renulralis Liquor), 
is the only remaining iherapeutic agent wliicli I shall jiresiiiit in 
tliis counection to ihe attention of the practitioner. For severftl 
years it has been employed hy Mr. Childs, Surgeon to tho 
Mfitpopolitan Free Hospital, London, in cases of w rolIirillR, and, 
u lie states, with the most gratifying success. The strengtii of 
(ho injection employed is in the proportion of 

R. Liqunni H)-(lnirg)Ti I'pmitratifl, gtl. iy. 

AifiuB Destiilotir, , § viij. M. 

tmjECnoH, — To b« umU opce, twice, or tbric« diuljr, u Uie pnticnt aux vaa- 
TEtumUy beu. 

It is hardly worth whilo to continuo an ii^cctloa if it do not 
exert the desired fiction in tho course of ono vcck. The 
mucous membrane requires some other kind of stimulant. 

The Bougie. — Few cases, compamtivoly, present thomftRlvos 
in privat* practico, under circiimstanuos diimundiuK' tliu uso of 
this instrument. Now timt coiiCideiice ia tho eiu[ilciymcnt of 
blisters hus recently buun revived by Mr. Milton, wliu lioldti that 
all cases of gitivt, nut complicated with t^tricturc, iii;!iy bo curud 
through llic combined at^ency of ropentod voisicatlun of tho 
penis and ii^ectioiis iiito the iiretlira, it is highly probable tliut 
the bougie will hereafter bo in less frequent requiaiiion than it 
haa been hitherto. If a jiationt havo strioLm-o, tliti buugiu will 
(be needed. It may iikcwiso ho of gorvicc wlicii a gloct i» |)ro- 
tracted for a very long time in conKequenco of an irritable fttalc 
of tlie neck of tho bladder. Thcro is still aiiotliLM' eltips of 
patients, who may bo benofitod by tho same mcuhoiiiciLl meaua, 
wboD all other agencies have been exhausted ; for nucli caHCs, it 
is to be prestimod, will »tiU coiitiuue to occur, to the grout 




r 




68 GONORRIKEA AND tSYPUIUS. 

annoyance of tlie most skilftil Burgeon ; and tliey will resist hU 
befit ouileavor^f niit.il liu uviiils Iiiiusolf of the bougie. Such 
cuEOs, liowovor, will, willioiit doiiUt, bo cstromeljr rare. Th«y 
iiichido tliioso iiidividunU wlio Uavo never hud stricture ; vho 
have no abnormal vesical irritabilily ; uo chordee; and littJe or 
no toudeniess along the iierineal region ; tiieir coDdJlion haa 
remained nearly the same far several months; tlic jtarts endure 
witliont complaint, comparatively rude handling, and so«m 
almost callous to tlie urdinary iiiflueiice of injections. And yet 
tim jiidicions usd of the simple bougie may restore tbc uretlin 
to a sound cotidilioii, and pui an end to the morbid secretion. 

lu regard to the use of the bongie. Burgeons prescribe somo- 
whnt diflcrciit directions. The instriiniont should be sufficiently 
voluminous to distend the urotlira moderately, and nothing 
more. A bougie uninedicatcd should bo introduced at first. 
It should extend some five or six inclica into tlio canal, and be 
allowed to remain ten or fifteen minutes, according to the 
aniouuL of irritalion it creates. Its imroductiou, in some in- 
stances, may be repented two or three times in a day ; in oUier 
cases, only once in two or three days. Patients manife;*! every 
degree of susceptibility as to llicir lunver to eiidnro the presence 
of tlio bougie, 5oino bcijig able to Iiear it nearly all the time ; 
others caimot submit to its action, even for a few momenta, a 
second time, :^o great is the suHcnug and inflammatioD which 
tl)cy cxperimica. For porsous in wlium un inci|»out stricture is 
detected tiio bougie sUouId be ut*'d every third or fourth day ; 
and during the intervals an injeelion of latinic acid and sul- 
phate of zinc — one grain of each to the ounce of rain water — 
should be employed. 

The luucous mcmbnme becomes thickened and softened in 
con¥iH|uenoe of inflammalion ; the l'?nder walls of tlie canal 
may be easily lacerated, and consct^uent hemorrhage take 
place if the catlielor or bougie be introduced in a rude or cam- 
loss nianitcr. Sir Aslloy Cooper mentions a case of the kind, 
to which ho was summoned by tlio physician who wa» guilty of 
this malpraetic*?. Tlic Bow of blood was checked by pressing 
a roller upon tliu perinsum. In a short time the hsmorriiage 
returned. The man had been lounging before the (ire, with a 
foot DU each side of the cbimuey-pioco : and the warmCh, 
coming Uius iu din.*ct vuutact willi tin.' perina'uiiif brought od 
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a renewal of the bleeding. Pir Asllcy was again mmnioixid^ 
mzAe ail incision upon the part, and divided tUe artery of the 
bulb ; this operation succeeded, and the haemorrhage was per- 
tnanentljr subdued. 

In some cases of long-con ttnued Uennorrliagia, during which 
a variety ot remedies havo l^ecn applied directly to the urethra, 
it seems to lose its uorinal susceptibility ; and if. after a few 
trials with the simple bougie, no effect is perceptible, the instru- 
ment ta^j he coated with some sliglitly stimulating ointment^ 
thua: — 

R. Uopicnd Mydraifcyri, 1 put. 

Extrecu fielladonnar, 2 puU. H. 

llie bougie sliould be introduced cautiously ; and, on with- 
drawing it, the surgeon should give it a slight rotatory movo- 
lueiit, which will cause au e^ual distribuliou of the ointment 
to tlie whole surface of the canal. The employment of tlie 
instrument thus medicated gives considerable pain, and excites 
iuflammatton ; and usually an liicrcase of discharge is uuucod 
for a few day», uftc-r which it frequently cutirely ceases. But 
if this do not happen, a second trial with the instrument may 
be made ia ten or twelve days from (ha firKt. Au ointment of 
the nitrate of silver — one grain to (he dradim — is mmetimes 
efficacious when used an directed above for tlie mercurial un- 
dent The unguciitutu hydrargyri nitratis, in the proportion 
uf one draclim to au ounce of pure olive-oil, is likewise a very 
suitable appUcation under the circumstanced licre supposed. 
Someiinies the oil of turpentine answent a better purpose than 
any otlier ^ubstaiice fur lubricating the Itougie. 

CONSTITUTIONAL TREATMENT OF GLEET, 

Internal remedies alone nldom result in the cure of gleet. 
lu oiiie cases out of teu the patient is d'ximed (o meet with 
dieappoiutment, after Iiaving run the gawntlKt of all kinds and 
forms of specifics (so called^ addressed to the stomach. Tonics 
are generally useful ; they may be given with saline aperients 
or alterative mercurial medicines, or in combination with rcme- 
dies reputed to exert a epecilic inSuence upon the genital »y»- 
tem. Little will ever be gained by any process of starvation. 
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A plain but substantial diet should be allowed, of vliicb lean 
incuts sliould coiislitut« a part. Tho subjoiued furmuliu aro 
among tho best that can be employed. If tliey fail to arrest 
the morbid secretion, it will liardly be worth whilo to wasto 
time in experimeulitig with otimr preparations for iiiternal 
eshibitioD. A. far more hopeful proceiluro will be to resort 
to Uieieriug, as already suSioieiittj recomtaoiided. 

It. CopaibtF, , gn, 

Tiiietiine CanlhitridiK J g. 

'• Perri ScwjuicUoridi, 5j- M. 

Dose. — Thirty dvo|w three timet » day in b fpU oT vwcolcncd xr^iaj. 

R. Tinctunp Conthnridis gj. 

Quiniu.' Sutpbutii, 3a*. 

Till dura- Fcrri 64«qutcLloridl, 5ij- 

AciJi Sulphuiici Diluti, ■ ■ . , i m 3»- 

Aquie, 5"ij. M. 

Dose. — One ounce ihrcc times n day in on equal quantity of cold natcr. 

When tlmro is a tbickidied and uneven condition of the urft- 
Uira, llie aimexed foiiuula will be found appropriau; ; — 

H. llydrnrg^ri 11!ni«did^ S''- "j- 

Pniassii Indidt, 3i»». 

S]iiriNiH nct-titicnti, 5**. 

Syrupi Aurjititii Siua- H. 

Dose. — Thirty drops three time* o cJnv. " 

Good rostiltaaro oftoii realized from tlic use of tho iodide of 
piiUu(Kium in conjiiiicliuii with iodine. Such a combination, 
conUkining lotli tonic and alLerntive qualities, is cspocially indi- 
cated iu the constitutional treatment of those who betray a 
scrofulous diatheei? : — 

W Pntflimii lodiat, S^. 

InJinii, gr.j. 

Aquic Dealllluiir Svij. tC 

DosE.^ One dmchni three dnies a day, 

Ferruginous preparations aro likowiso vatnablc for patients 
who have bocome pale, omaciated, uorvous, and apathetic. The 
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potossio-tartmte of iron, or tlie citmto of iron, should bo pro- 
Bcrtbed ill preliy liberal (^iiaiititioH for several weeks. Mr. Dick 
states thai a comb! iiii lion of the carbonate of iron witli crgol 
lias in his practice reniiered goot] service. In two cases, wIkto 
all other remedies liad faili^d, the |iutiuiit» obtained tlie desired 
tienelit from the following pruBcriptiuii : — 

R. Sendu Comuti, 3 Im, 

Ferri (Vbonatu, 3ij- 

PulvcTU Vanillir 

" Camphare, M. ■ ■ gr. ig. 

Pi- puh. Div. in periM Nt>, xxlv. One powder morning ind CTening. 

Tlic oil of lurpoiiliue, as a constitutional remedy m obstinate 
eases of goiiorrlioea and gleet, is entitled to favuniblo considura- 
tioii. Its ptiiigent and nauseous taeto constitutes a eeriuua 
objectioti to its employment, and hence it ia rarely resorted 
to utitil other less disagreeable remedies have been tried and 
have fflilcj. I have never ordered it in the ucnte form of 
(hiioriniil tirulhral disobarges, but in chronic curies, wbicb liavo 
resitted otlier remedies, have prescribed it with advantage. It 
diould he combined with an anodyne, and adiniiiistered as an 
eiDiilsiou. Tiie annexed I'oi'mula is as cuuvciiteiit as any : — 

it. Muq>liin- t<iilj)halii, gr.j. 

Sacchari, . 5 11]- 

Mistiirn- Camphortp, 

MiictUginix AcntiiF', Aa, ........... ^ ij. 

Old Tertlii nil linn', 3 ij- M. 

Dose. — Two draclims three times ■ day. 

Some patients, who have had urethritis foK a loiif; time, will 
complain, even after tUf. uiorliid secretion bus vanished, UiaC 
they never know when they liavu done milking whIit; thnt is, 
they will toll you that, after they think the process is finished 
and the bladder empty, they are trotilded for a moment or two 
with n dripping from the meatus, which makes tlicm very 
uncomfortable. Tliey can neither cxpul the last few drojjd of 
unue, nor yot retain it In these respects their condition i» not 
niiUke thai of some very ajied men. The inlrodtiction of the 
bouicie or catheter oikt or twice every Iweiity-lour hours, for a 
few days, will generally remove this trouble. 




CHAPTER IV. 

BALANITIS. 

Thk word balanitis, as employed by sypliilogrnphers of the 
prGsoat d&y, signifies iiiflaiuinntioi) of tho surracD of tlio glaus 
penis, tho mucous membrane of the prepuce, tlic glandulse 
odoiirerse, and the follicles that surroniid the roroiia. The dis- 
ease tliuH located, is also called baliino-prcputial blcniiun-liftgia; 
bastard chaude-pisse balanite by the Froieh : external hleniior- 
rliagia ; spurious or falw goiiorrhcea. Tlie iiifliimmatioii is 
atlonded with moro or less muco-puruleiit discharge, with or 
without supcrlicial cxcoriatiuus. If the disease 1)g confined to 
the pTPjmce, it is ealk'd pasfliilis. Rut, as in most cases, all the 
tissnes just named arv iiivolv(;d. 1 shall employ th« term baia- 
mtis as being sufReionlly suggestive of the sent of the compliuat. 
Tho lialjjlity of men to this disorder, depends in some degree 
upon ihc anmiint of prepiilial integument, willi which the parts 
are niituntlly euduwt'd ; and in this particular very great differ- 
ences are found. It is somewhat amusing to vomparo tho OJMD- 
ioiia expressed by difioroiit writers in regard to tliis nppundago. 
One says, " It has been a qne^tion with some philosophers of tlie 
UuiiWddo school, whether the prepuce is not a piece of superero- 
gation. It may have its uses in a sialo of nature, where it may 
defend Iho sonsiliio glans, and ,«orve tho purpose of ■ sheath' in 
animals. But we are not likely to return to fig Icarcs, aud I 
think I muy lake It upon myself to aflirm, that at tho presenl 
day and with our eiisloms, the less wo have of it tho better. " • 
The prepuce, says Ilicord, "its aii appendix to tho genital 
organs, the use and object of which I could never diviuo ; in 
ph.ce of being of use, it lead.-< lo a great deal of inconvenience, 
and the Jews have douo well in circumci-Mug iheir children, as 
it renders iJicm free from one of tho ills of Iiumanitr. TU« 

* Httay J. JahnaoB. 
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prepace is a mperfieial piece of skin and mucous momhraiio, 
wliich serves no other purptise titan acting as resurvoir for tlie 
CoUcctiou of dirt, partivularly when iiiilivid\iui» uru iiialtoiitive 
to clcsuliuess." In some tnou Iho prcpuco U of rcinarkable 
brevity — liardly sufficiont to conceal any portion of tlic glans, 
vhicli, with tlicia, aU-uys rciuaius iu uearly tlie same conditiua 
u if circiiinci»ioti had been {wrfornied. 

Tbo glanilulu; odoriferie, with their tibort Rxcretory ducts, 
gituated bcliimi the gliiris, are disseminated much more plenti- 
fully lu some men than in others; varying, numerically, fruui 
ten to ODO hundred ; and whilu they are dusignod by nature to 
porfwno an important cmuiictory fuutitioii analogous to that of 
the sudoriferous apparatus of the skin, tlicy aru at tbo Hamo 
time subservient to the protection and healthy condition of tho 
parts ill Uic immediate neif^Ubothood, ujkiu tho surface of which 
tliey cotu<tautly puiir out an oily, lubricating fluid. But, if this 
oity material bo allowed to accumulate, and to become partially 
concrete, it may, and freqiiputly does, prove a source of irri- 
tation and inflammation. It i.s scnrccly necessary to remark 
that tltis accumulation is much moro rapid and dilTiuuIt of pre- 
veutioii if tlie glans be invested by a proter-nalurally clougiktcd 
prepuce, tlinn is the case where ttio glans is naked, or covered 
by a foreskin of normal length, and easy of retraction. 1 oaco 
knew a young medical student who had a redundancy of prepu- 
tial membrane. Art<;r having Won more or Ices annoyed for 
some vocka by a scn«iatioii of heat, itching, smarting, and paina 
^K)Ut tlie head of the penis and the inner prepuce, he one 
morninf^ noticed at tho orifice of the latter, an opaque, semi- 
fluid substance, which procoodcil, as he thought, from urethral 
gouorrhoea. Ho was, at tho time„ trying his ^kill a» interne da 
MTPiW. or dresser to another young man, wlio, in addition to an 
acute bleiinorrhaina, had two ortiii-uc ill-conditioned sores nyum 
the prepuce. These received fiequent attentions from the 
Btiident, who, not fully indoctrinated into tho laws of contagion, 
imagined tliat his own trouble was dorivod from this patient, as 
be had not been otlmrwise exposed. Upon retracting the pre- 
puce, a largo quantity of thick, sebaceous matter gushed ovit. 
Tliis filtli was removed with -warm water, and the glans was 
found to be inflamed and denuded of it*t epithehum in several 
places, and aphlhoua pnlclies here aud tlieru upou it. But 
7 
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there was no urctliral discharge. The stintont, at onco sntlsHed 
as to the uauso and sourco of his complaint, was not a little 
mortifioil. lio listened to n fuw suggestions rolattvo to personal 
cleanliness ; nnd with the uso of weali lead-wator, found himself 
well at the end of a weeV. Instances like this occaMonallj 
present theiusQlvcs ; and whoa tlio pullent is told that his 
diflicnltj is attributable to Iiis own carelessness, he iB apt to 
manifest surprise, mingled with shaino and joy, at tti6 dis- 
covery. 

Tlio csiatenoe of the prepuce ie the principal predisposiog 
cause of lialanitis. Vidal, however, mentions that he once ob- 
Borvodit ilia man on whom ho o|KTalod for pliyinosis by cir- 
cuuicisioti. The exciting causes of the complaint are iiiiiDerous. 
luipui'o sexual congress is at the head of the list. The mQD- 
striiul lluid. IcticorrliLfa, masturljatioii,and inattention to cleao- 
linosnt will occasionally produeo it If it bo tlio result of 
iiitorcourse with an infected female, the symptoms generally 
begin to show thomficlvcs in a day or two after exposure. The 
poi'iuil of iiiuiibatiun Is shorler tliaii in ca^es of urethral blco- 
iiorrlm^in. The lii-st warning of the trouble i^ a flight tingling 
or finurling Konsatioii iu tlio prcpuco or glaiis. Aiiun. the pre- 
pnvo Liocouie^ very tender and ccdcmalou^; and if it be drawn 
buuk upon tho glaiio, the latter vdW exhibit inflaiuinatory actioa 
more or U'ss intunsie ; and at a later period, if nothing be done 
to eliei'k the morbid process, a discharge of puriform fluid will 
take plm;p fnini the glaiis. — near the frxnum. There is scald- 
ing in nncturition. If the inmlde arise entirely from nncleau- 
lini'ss, it is more gradual in \ts d^'olopment ; the symptoms 
di-chu-iiig tlienisoUvs uioro and more manifestly as the acrid 
piibiu'cous pnwluel i? albwcd to accuiauluto. Tho muco-puni- 
loiit iniXtcr, uiiiigK-d ivith the natural sct-rction from the parts, 
U Komi'linii's viM-y ulmndant. and if tlid preputial oriftcc l>e nar- 
row, and ilu' CM'rai'e of lUe tluid ohstrucied, will sometimes give 
rifi' to A (-on of nb^^,-c^s ; Aiid it may be necessary to puncture 
tho piopuoo frtr tho pnr[M»*i of evacxiating it. If pliymobis 
i>tun)>hi-alu ihu balanitis, and th« case bo neglected, or injud!- 
«ioii>ly condui'ti'd. ^lo^^ghing of tlie prepuce may take place, 
and ihv gliins bv «eiied with ^rere intlajnuialion ; and this 
umrbiit nvlion ntiiy oxloud to tba ^m{ibauca of the peuls aud 
itT ihti ingututtl rci^on. 
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TREATMEJfT OF BALAmTTS, — Simplo balanitis is quickl; cured. 
The paliuut should l>e directed to draw back tlie prupuco no lu 
entirely to expose the glaus, as well as tlie mucous surface of 
llic prepuce, which should l>e bathed in tepid water, and thor 
ougbly ctcaused of alt eabaceous and puriform dci>osit. A fair 
Ti«w cnii now bo had of tho parts implicated. The surgeon will 
find sliglit abrasions and em&li patches of aplitlitc. For the 
cure of these, one of the best topical applications is tlie fol- 
lowing: — 

R- Li<|uorui Sodic ChlorituUe. S ■>• 

Aqiup Fontaine S t^. BL 

Small bits of English liut to be imturatcd witli llio solu- 
tion, and laid upon tlie glaiis ; and the prepuce m&y llien be 
brought forward. Tho penis ehaiild he covered with a light w<!t 
rag. Tho folutinn should be ro-applicd tliree or four timc» u 
daj*. hi ull ordinary cases this simple local medication will 
rctlore tho parts to a health? state iu a, vary few days. An ck- 
eeutial item is to keep tJie surfaces from comiu^ iu contact. In 
some cases a piece of soft, dij lint, snugly placed iu the furrow 
behind the coroaa, will speedily remove all trouble; and proper 
attention to eleuidini^s will prevent it.t rectirreiice. If the 
eroMon be consideralde, and the puriform exudation eopious, an 
aalringenl lotJon laay be appropriate, thus : — 

H' ifincx Sulphtttiii, ,. ..gr. ij. 

AdUt Tounici, gT> IT. 

Cl}oenna! 3 »j- 

A<]uc Footanw, %i\. U- 

Appl}^ wtth lint- 
Simple lime-water frequently auswors all the purposes, aud 
oBeelv a cure rapidly. In 8<>ine ca»es 1 hare tried the black 
wash, but itii action has not proved salutary. It is too 
Btimulatiiig and on that account wUI rarely suit, but will 
ratlicr aggravate, tho morbid coiiditiou of the parts. Tho 
introduction of a crayon of iiitrutc of t^ilver l>ctween tlio glaiis 
and the prepuce iti severe cases, is a practice adopted by some 
nirgeouB. If the prepuco can be retracted, it would eeem that 
such applicatiou is uncalled for; and if, on the contrary, there 
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be phimosis, tlie proper application of Bticb a c&ustic is a matter 
of uo eiLSj performtuice. Besides it miglit verjr Ukely augmeut 
the infl&uiinatioii. 

Phtmosib. — If there be a close fihymosis. bo that no expo 
Bare of the glaiis caa be effected, tlie wliolo mucous surface 
may I<e irrigated niid tliorouglily cleaui^ed wilU tepid wat«r 
mitny times in tlie course of the day, by means of a kiuuU 
pyriiigc, which should be inserted as far up the preputial 
opouiug as possible. All estraneoits deposit will thus very 
eooii be oxpcUcd from its biding jtluco, and tliu inllAmitia- 
tion and irritation, occosiotted by the presence of tliia deposit, 
be i-apidly diminished. Sometimes a few drops of Goulard's 
extract of lead can advantageoui^ly be added to the water used 
as an injection. Tbo patient ^liould live ab^itomiously and keep 
quiet. 

After the symptoms have abated, the pliymosis will some- 
times yield, and a normal condition of tlic parts be secured by 
iiitVoduciug a sponge-tent and gradually diluting the opening. 
All the lueasurcK above sujiigested sometimes prove merely 
palliative ; tlicy do not acconaplisii a radical euro, especially 
if a cougQtiital or persistent phymo^is oxicts. The balanitis 
becomes chronic; and tlio severity of tlie symptoms can bo 
kept ill abeyance only by the steady application of remedies 
for -a very long time, unless the patient submit to a surgical 
operation for the cure of liis pliymosis. And this is by far 
the wisest course. Tito glaus and prepuce are hotli iiiQamed 
and in a turgid state ; and while this is the case, a mutual 
fretting of the parts will not only he kept \ip, but the injury 
will be cumulative. Tlie (edematous prepuce cannot islackou 
and expand so as to make room for the gkns ; wliilu tlio 
latter, ill turn, has a tendency to swell more and more, and 
consequently to osort an incroaeed pressure against the inuer 
surface of llio former. Under such circumstances the boat 
mode of treatment is suDieieutly plain to the jiidgmeiit of 
the surgeon. 

Division of tlie foreskin will bo expedient ; or, if this appen- 
ds^ be of extraordinary length, circumcision is to be pre- 
ferred. In all ordinary eases. Sir Astley Cooper and Mr. 
Jobueon advise that it bo divided along the mesial lino. Tbo 
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latter surgeon s&ys: " Dirision of tho foreskin is very sue- 
c«»;fiil ; miii uvt'u wheu U is coiieiderabl^ elotigaied, Hw flaps 
or iutcguuieut Uiat depend oa oiUier side are ultiinatfily so 
absorbed aa to occasion little un^ightliness, if any. I cati 
scarcely dwell too earuciitljr on tho advaotageB o{ this opera- 
tion in cases of cbronie balanitis." Sir Astiey is equullv in 
favor of Uiis operation. Tho metJuxt of procedure is this: 
Insert a director into tlio preputial cavity, and let it slide along 
tlie dorKnm of tlio glaus uutil it lias reached tliu point of rcfluo- 
tioD of the prepuce behind tlic corona. )lovc the point of the 
director about so as to he sure that it ie nhcro yon want it, 
and that it has not entered the urethra. Then tilt up tho 
point of tlie iustrumont Next, run a sharp pointed bistoury 
along tho groove of tho director, and transfix tho prepuce at 
the point where that instrument prcrjects under tlie akin, and 
complete the divinon by cutting out and bringing tho bist^jury 
towardii you. Some surgeons prefer to divide the pr4.'j>uco at 
its lowest aspect by the side of the fra-num, and ari^ign as a 
reason Unit Ic^s deformity and unsecmliuess result, than is tlio 
case if tlie operation be pcrforincd on tlio superior osjk'cL 
When the prepuce is redundant in front of the glaus, it may 
tw drawn forward and cut with a knife or pair of &ci)>»;ur& at 
ft stroke. The mucous membrane may atill be too tight ; in 
which ca^ it can i>e alit up at two or tliree points, and the ends 
of Itio flaps be secured by ^utLiro to the outer iiiteguiueiit. 
Tliere is still another, and a very neat operation for the relief 
of phjiiiosis, even wlien most ciiraplele. Tlie instrument eui- 
[doycd IS a pnir of very delicate straiglil scissors, of which one 
of tho blades ia t«.Tui)Eiated by a little iiutton, like a prol^e- 
pointed bi.>>tonry. The surgeon glides the point of this hinde 
between tlie glans and the prepuce, while the f.liarp pointed 
blade is thrust between, the iuiner membrane and external 
skin beyond the stricture. The mucous membrane now sep- 
arates tho two blades, and by closing tliCKO, tliis uiGmbmnc m 
divided to the distance requisite to allow the prepuce to be 
drawn back, and thus relieve the pliymosie. Tlie edges of 
tho Yfouiid spontaneously separate, and cicatrization lijllown. 
The operation leaves no deformity. It is called Cullerior's oper- 
ation ; aud has been performed at tha i'eimsylvania Hospital 
7' 
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' joan with tueeaaB.* Eilfaer of tinae nprritin«r mf 
ba f M ort e d to with & new to gm faeflitiM fior cftiTying omt 
other mewum of trcfttiaenL IT oo eoi^enital or penaaaeut 
phjmoA enited bdbre the disose, there wQ] bo less ui^ucy 
lor the opefmlion; to ltkewu« ir chkocrcs exist witliio tlia 
prepatUl e&riljr, it will be best Dot to perfonn the opomtion 
hutilf, becauw the voonds might be iaoeulaled vith tbc chaa- 
crofU ntatter. SIkhiM the ermptoou be oigeitt, tad there be 
danger of perKxatk>a of the prepuce, or of gaagrene, then tlie 
<^)eratioa tUI bo demanded eren at some nsk of inoculating 
the wound. The danger here alluded lo will be essentially 
diminished, if a strong ^jlutiua uf chluridc of rada be applied 
lo llie chaticr«, ur if nitric acid be employed as au cscharotic. 
We have ibc aiiUiorily of Mr. Cooper for diriding tln> prepuce, 
ev«n vlien tlte woniL kinds of ulcerations sre present, either 
upon llie gUins or prepuce. He was accustomed to operate 
in tlii^ matiiicr uudcr rucli cirvumsloiicee, aud he assures us 
tbat liA uevi-r saw, iu a single iostauce, auj ill consequences, 
— never knew aiij unfavoralde ulceralious arise iti tlie edijes 
of tliti wound. Ou tlic cuiitrdrr, tlie sloughing cbancro or 
ptiogcdtcnic tilceratiou U more likelj lo assume a licaltliy 
cotiilitioii liner the pKptice is divided ; ftiid all Ute parts pro- 
ceed more favorably from tlie moment tliey are thus liberated, 
ud nature is allowed to come to tvie rescue. 

CtscuMCisios. — In pcnuauent or cotigctiital phymosis, this 
opemlion may bo required : and as it can, like all other surgical 
operations, be perfurmed without pain, it is a procedure Toslly 
less objectionable than i( was formorlr. Its results are more 
bvnuficial mid complete tlian mere division of tlie prepuce. 
No deforiuity i^ k-ll — a fiict of no little conoeniiueiit to the 
owner, — ami. what is still nii»« important to him is, he is ia 
uo danger of ever again being troubled with phymosis or 
parnphymosi.o, nor yet. probably, villi balanitis. Stiveral 
metliiDcIs, wliieli vary slightly, nre prAcUsed by surgeons in 
the raiUDval of the prepuce. Mr. Milton's plan is simple and 
is as ^oud as any. ll *:ive$ a neal appcinince to tlio pai'ti>. 
Uis mode of procodui-c is — to slit up the skin and mucous 
■nQmbrane as far as the reflection of tlie latter, and tlien cut 

• Sm Mii!er"» Surfcr>', cdiud by S*rgcnl, p. 6S1. 
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uraj the fr«niim u fiu- as practicable. The constricted part, 
whidi is near the edge, is removed id a circle, and the bleed- 
ing b^ng stopped, the skin aud the mucous membrane are 
brought tc^tlier bj stitches, and covered with collodion. 

PARAPimosis. — When there is great constriction and nar^ 
rowing of the prepuce from inflammation, it frequently hap- 
pens, tliat if this covering be pulled back beliind the gtaiis, it 
cannot again be brought forward to its norma) po!>itioii over 
this portion of the organ. It remains retracted, fonning a 
band or ligature around tlie part just beliind the corona, and 
.occasioning strangulation analogous to that which takes place 
in intestinal hernia. This morbid condition of the penis is 
known in surgical language as parapkymosis. 

lufiltration into the integument takes place rapidly on either 
ride of the stricture; and tiie glaas likewise is distended with 
Uood, aud painful. Tlicro seems to be no power in the sys- 
tem to control the local inflammatory process tlmt has been 
awakened ; and which, if not checked by judicious manage- 
ment, will very likely result in a partial or total dcstnictiou 
of some of the tissues. Nature's method of relief, which tlio 
medical attendant sometimes witnesses, consists in a sluugliing 
of the integument, including a portion of the ligature that pro- 
duces tlic constriction. The surgeon, liowuvcr, if called sea- 
sonably, and if qualilied for the duties of tlio occasion, will 
prevent this work of destruction. Let us consider tlio best 
means of doing this. A simply antiphlogistic treatment will 
sometimes bring immediate relief, as in the following 

Case. — August 13, 1856. — Was called early in the morn- 
ing to see a stout, fat, full-blooded young man of dissipated 
habits. He was sulTenug from a parapliymusis, whicli liad pro- 
gressed gradually for five days. The parts were swollen, liot, 
lirid, and painful. The patient had kept liis bod most of the 
time for eight-aud-forty hours. On the day pruviuns to my 
visit, his bowels had been twice moved by a dose of castor 
oil. Tongue coated, thirst considerable, pulse full, — ninety 
per minute. Ordered a large dose of sulphate of magnesia, 
cooling drinks, warm water to genitals, and a warm bath in the 
evening; patient to remain immersed until he became faint. 
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Warm faiuentations during iiight. Next morning preputial 
tumefacUuii anil swelling of gluiis ncarljr gone, and parnpliyiuo- 
»s much relieved, altlioiigli tbe foret^kia could not bo brougliC 
over tl)o (flmiis : gununil condition of the patient impi-oved. 
Continued lioPlmnentations.and in tlio ev»uin(|t ropoated tliu warm 
liatli. On tlie third day, Uia prepuco advanced over the glans 
sulTiciciiily, and the parts »uon regained tlieit' normal siaie. 

If tlio paticjit be scon bofiire tlio parts are " in extremi!^" Uic 
siir^uuii niuy nUeaipt redncLiou of tlie eoiiigtrictioii by pressing 
tlie glaijs steadily Ibr filtet!ii or twenty minutes. If it be coii- 
sidorulily diuiitiiblied l>y tlie procedure, it may be piisbud back- 
ward will) tlie tliimib and l'on:liiiger of one hand, while with, 
the lingers of the otlier. an attempt is made to bring forward 
the prepuce. Tliis maiiiptiliilioii ia often successful. Should iL 
fail, cuuipiessiou may be made by njcans of a delicate, narrow 
linen biindago, bound round the parts by commencing at the 
end of the poiiia and proceeding back wards, imtil a uniform 
prosHiire is brunght to bear upon tlicni. An old Uneu Imntlker- 
chiof fiiriiislics a good maleriul for the bandage. It should be 
torn into strips half an inch wide, and be Qp|tlicd so as to act 
eipially on the parts. Tlie defrrco of preysure should bo as 
great as can be bunte conveniently, and no more. Each sm>- 
ccs?ive turn of bandage should overlie the previous one by about 
OJio-half its width. If tho bandage exert loo raueh pressure, 
the patient can easily sUckoin it. This is a moro Biifo and 
effectual plan than the taxis, and no mode of pressure can be 
more safe. M. Heutin, of Bejlin, proposes the utio of forceps, 
with spoijii-liko ends, wbieli will onibracc the glans, and produce 
compression more iniiformly than can be done otherwise. The 
application of, and squeez.iiig with, such a hard substaneo, upon 
tho head of tho peni», under such eircuiustunccs, will rarely ba 
followed by successful results. If neitbor tho taxis nor com- 
pression wil,h bandages will overcome the dilliculty, it is not at 
all probable that any instrumental force will answer any good 
purpose J and the Mirgeon will scarcely fnid his accninit in 
wasting any more time in this manner, lie should prot-f^'ed at 
once to divide tho stricture with a sharp-pointed bistoury. For 
this purpose ho liliuuld seek tlic deepest portions of intoi^iiment. 
If adhesions exist between the skin and tho shaft of tlie penis, 
in consequence of plastic inliltratiou, they may rtjipiire to be 




t, or frco iDCiEions mar lie mA^o at diSerent pciats, 
r, ill order to secure still gronlcr relief. 
Sometimes the prepuce remains irreduciblo Tor a few days 
after (he stricture is reliered. Be this as it may, uo rude 
BUUiipulation should be practiaed for the piirpo«>e of hritigiiig 
things to a natural cooditiou. As soos as the iaflarnmatioii Iinii 
subsided, the proper co-aplation vill take place, and the patient 
DUf be told quicUjr (o await this result. 
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CHAPTER V. 

OECHinS. 

At tlic preeent day, praclitioiiors make no delay in curing a 
gonorrhtra a& soon as poggiblo, by tlio most efficient meaus ; for 
experience has abundantly demon stratod that th« morbid condi- 
tion, crronoously tcrinud ficrnia hitmorafis, orchitis, and sweUed 
testic/e^is not occasioned by the ordinary use of balsam of copaiba 
or the powder of cububs, wlilch nre regarded almost in tlie light 
of spocifics in nrtesliiig the urethral discharge. Mr. Curling, 
ttian whom no higher niithority on this suhjoct can be cited, is 
acuiislomcd to prodcriljc tliese remedies separately and con- 
Johitly, in all stages of blcnnorrbagia; and lie has never found 
]>atieiit.St tluis treated, niovo fliable to be attacked wilh orchitis 
than those who aro treated diHeroiitly. Tlio saoio Eostiraony 
may be gathered from tlio daily obBervaiioiis of medical meo 
generally, who are constantly proacribing with impunity the 
Ivmcdial agents here spolccu of. 

In regard to tlio wgoiicy of injections, in giving rise to or- 
chitis, it may be said that, if used wiili ordinary prudence, tliey 
do not produce it. If those of high slronglU be employed, and 
too frefiuently, tliey may induce this mischief. But onlargo- 
ment of tlie testicle most commonly arises in those cases of 
gniiorrhtrn which pass into a chronic state, particularly wheu 
the proytulic portion of the iiretlira is ntToetcd. Cases of this 
sort occur gcncrully between the fourth and fifth wuek from 
the conimoncemoiit of the discharge. They may bo manufac- 
tured l>y the iiitrodiiclioii and unskilful maiKruveriii); of tho 
callietgr, or bo induced by violent exercise, excessive stimula- 
tion, or other inii|irudiMices, calculated loniij^mcnt tlie existing 
iuflammntion of the urotlira, and cscile a morbid action in tho 
TEsieulffi seminales and vas deferens, until it reaches the epidid- 
ymis ; or it may be ircncratcd in virluo of what physiologists 
call tlie common law of sympathy, tlio intcrveoing parts not 
tH2> 



oRcuma, 

bedng inTolTcd in disoaso. Tlic oclion of a similttr law is seen 
iu cases of hernia liiimornlis, ocwisioiially diivclopeJ In connOG- 
tioo vith muinpft. While tho urethra i» tho i^cat of a hleimor- 
rhagic discliargc, tho othor portiocis of the gDiiito-iirinary appa- 
ratus arc easily brntight into n diseased stale also; and amuiig 
lh« accidents which nttund this coiidilloii of tliu caual, orcliitis 
is perhaps the ciost frcquont. 

The testicles are connected by continuity of tissue with the 
mucous lining of the uretlira, through the lucdiuni uf the vasa 
deferoDtia; and when inflammation lias reached that part of 
the urethra iu which tli<!»e minute, iiitonnediate canaU tisrini- 
Dat«, it readily enough Hivli its way iut^i tlieiu, and ruiJidty 
pursues its inarch, iiiitili it arrive!! at the convoiutious of the 
epididymis, vhere its further progress is iiotially arrested. 
This appendix of tho testis roceivos and retains the principal 
force of tlie morbid action, und thus serves as a wall of protec- 
tion to the parenchyma of the gland itself. Sometimes the 
enemy overleaps this harrier, aud attacks the testis proper. In 
all coses there is a general and sudden swellitig^, — a swelling 
of the testicle, a8 we term it, — but this enUr^^omcnt is pro- 
duced by tlift presence of lymph and serum witiiiii tbe tunica 
Taginuli». The opididyoiis is, after al), the chief seat of the 
disease in most instances. The old tlicury of molastasJa, or 
tlie sudden translation of the inflammation from the urethra to 
the testicle, is not entitled to much favor. It is extremely 
ijuestianable whether any thing of the kind ever takes place in 
gonorHioeal orchitis. The iiiBammatioii, in a mnjority of sub- 
jects, may be traced advancing along the vas deferens to the 
eiiididymis ; or the morbid action may seize upon the latter 
without iiiTolving the vas deferens. This is what Ricoid dc- 
twminatcs E^mpathctic or vicarious inflonniiatiori. In nearly 
•U cases of orchitis, the pain and nretliral dischargo diminish 
very comiderahly, especially during the early stage of the tes- 
ticular affection. 

When orchitis attacks young men who are troubled with 
bictniorrliagift, tho morbid action is more apt to reach the body 
or glandular structure of the tei^tis, than it is in older men. 
These cases Vidiil designates as parcTich/jmuCuus orchitis, Tho 
Bwelling is conaparati vtily moderate ; there is no serious etTusion 
into the cavity of the tunica va^nalis, aud tlie gland is drawn 
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Upward towards the abdoiooii. TIub variety is attended with 
greilt pain ; and Uie symptoma aro all much more severe and 
dangerous tlvaii those wliicli acconipauy other Torms of orchitis. 
The variety of orchitis, in which the vagiual tunic becomes 
rupidl)' distended with the exudation, is alfio very painrul ; where 
tlic inflainmatigu preponderates In tlie epididymis the suffering 
is tnncli less. 

Ill thirteen hundred aud forty-two cases reported by Pro- 
fessor Sigiuuiid, the eciit of the disease is thus distinguished; 
the epididymis alone, sixty-oue; the epididymis and cord, one 
hundred and i3i|;ht; epididymis aud timica vnginaliH, et}Tht 
hundred and Cfty-six ; all the threo parbn, throe hundred and 
seveutecu. Tiie testis itself, in more than half of these cases, 
was but a little enlarged. Of tlie number hero cit«d, the 
left side alouc was aflFected in two thirds, — the right in one 
third of the whole.* Vidal coincides with Sigmnnd that the 
left side is more frequently affected than the right; it is ou the 
left side also, he says, that the aceideut first appeai-s when both 
testicles aro attacked. The obGervBtiouB of Curling, Jehiison, 
and others, indicalc tliat the right tosticio is the one most 
frequently iiivolvod. Prom tlio above evidence it ia manifest 
that no great diUbrenco obtains as to tiio direction which nature 
takes, — tho right or laft. 

SrMPTOMs OF Ohchitis. — The attack commoncea with a 
Bense of increased weight in tliu testis, with a dull pain along 
the course of the -spermatic cord, in the peihiiBuiij, in the groin, 
ftnd in the lumbar region. In a few hours the epididymis he- 
coraos swollen at the lower portion, or tail, as it ia called, — is 
hard, knotty, and lender to tho touch ; the patient can scarcely 
tolerate any covering ujion that side of the scrotum, or boar 
to have it come in contact with tho thigh. Ho feels most com- 
fortable when ho hoMs it in his hand. lu two or three days, 
if not arrested, die inflaniiuation reaches the tunica vaginalis; 
and the general tumefaction, which preserves the imtural, ot&I 
contour of the testicle, increases to the size of a hen's egg. 
The pain, which in the beginning waa of a dnil, aching do- 
Bcriptiou, soon becomes more absolute, especially when the 
patient attempts to &:s5umo the erect posture. There is great 

■ British and Farelgn Med. Cblr. Boriew, Oct. 18S6. 




ORCHITIS. 8S 

irritation in the bladder, and a. constant dcsinj to urinate. The 
dUtn.-!n« about thu loins, hip», and scrotum is sometimes cxcra- 
ciating. As tlio disease ftdrances to its culmination, the sur- 
face of the scrotum, which invests the gland, parlicipatcs in the 
inflamniatiou, becomes red, hot, thickened, and (^doniatous. 
Geiiurally, llio coiistitutioiiiil disturlmiico is uot scvora; occa- 
sioiiall/, it assumes a very serious cliaracter. Komctimes tlie 
paUeut suffers from extreme nausea, atid i^rhaps vomits frooly; 
the ton);uc i» coated; tiiere is great tliirtit; quick {iiiisc ; and 
all the Kvmptoms maintain th«ir acCivitjr foroi^litor ten days, 
by which time tlicy arc usiinlly iucliiied to yield. Tlie blcii- 
norrhafiia diminishes or wholly subsides for tlie time being; and 
when tlie oriler of events is reversed in regard to the orchitiit, 
— tbat is, when the symptoms begin to \>q less severe, and con- 
valescciico from the scrotal trouble is fairly commenced, — tlic 
gonorrhcea generally roa|)[>eitr8. Now and then tho urethral 
flux is not aflectcd in any way by the swollen condition of tiie 
testicle, even where no remedies have been need, and where tho 
swelling ha^ gone on increasing Ui tlie siza of the 5«t ; and what 
b still more singular, iintlanees have boeri known where the 
te>tklc« have swollen and yet the discharge ho-i become mors 
profuEv tbau before. 

In tomo feeble constitutions, tho symptoms are moderate in 
dfgreo, slow of development, and long in dnraiion. Such 
CMes arc less easy of management than those in wliicb an in- 
tensity of symptoms prevails. A trivial circmnstaiico, snch as 
carelessness on the part of tho patient, or doviution from the 
prescribed lino of trealmoiit, will be sufficient to iatorrupt Mb 
progreiss towards a cure, and, jierliaps. will provoke an unforta- 
nato relapse. In some such way the malady may be trans- 
formed into n chronic orchitis nr epididymiti)<, which may harass 
tlie patient more or less for many months, or even years. I once 
had a ca-v: of thiii kind in a married man living in the country. 
He was of a scrofulouB diathesis, and every few months, on 
slight exposure, was tormented with swolloji testicle for more 
llian a dozen years aft^r lus recovery from an old, neglected 
gonorrhwa. 

Treatment op OncinTiB. — Tlie modem treatment of blen- 

Chas doubtless caused a diminution in the frequency of 
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inflammation of the testicle, in this coontrf at least, although, 
jadging from ifae accounts that come to us in the medical 
junmaii from the other side of the Atlantic such would Dot 
aeem to be the Ekct in relation to the European population.* 
Aaf apparent immimity from this aecideot among our people, 
compared with its frequencj among tra'jsatlautJc subjects, must 
be ascribed, if real, not to superiority of treatment, for that we 
do not claim ; but rather to the more provident and careful 
habits which cliaracterize tlie ordinary classes of our citizens. 
Tlicw remarks involve no cotitradiclton ; nor, 1 lancjr, do they 
rcalljr traduce "our distant neighbors,*' 

The history of the gymptums, progress, aiid termination of 
orehitit, ss it lias been studied witliin the lost fev years, and 
aH ibt real character now stands unfolded in ttie writings of sucb 
mcu its A^tley Cooper, Curling, Velpeau, Brodie, and others, 
allows it to ]:>osE«ss the attributes of a truly sthenic disease, aiid 
to be rapidly aggressive in its tcudoncy. The clinical exjieri- 
encc of every practJcul physician and surgeon, at all familiar 
with tlic complaint, will bear witness to tliii truth. 

If the pittii-iit \ms lim di^ri^ttii^ii to cou^tilt liis medical ad- 
visor as tjoon us tUo symptoms that foreshadow the approach of 
orchitis begin to dei.'lare llieiuseh'cs, the testicle and ittt imme- 
diate dependences can frequently bo rciicued from the impend- 
ing danger. But in many instances, the man paya but little 
regard to the first sonsalions of uneasiness along the periiifeum, 
the iliac fossa, and across the inreiiur portion of the spinal 
column. Tlieso symptoms contiiuic for a day and a night, 
pcrhape, wlicii to his surpnso, and wliilu engaged in liis usuiil 
pursuits', a sudden increase in their sovority is experienced ; his 
gonorrliiea ceases; a shiiirp pain, witli ywclling iit the posterior 
part uf the surolum, and other alin<jriuul plicnouicna already 
specified, arouse hiii fears, ilo takes to his room, and the pliysL- 
ciun is tiumnioncd. The individual Iwing in llio condition here 
BUpposod, should bo diriiClt'd to go to bud and lie on his back. 
A ciitiliion of cotton and an old soft nupkin should bo so 
urnmpod between ihu thighs as to support the scrotum, and lie 
gently tucked up against it, so that no dragging furco can be 

* " Willi to VUT mny be the siicrcnn Rltendunt iipnn tht- trealmeiit of p«nor- 
riwa in reront li'tiie^ tha number uf cuneii of <<|iiil idytnttjii doea not seem to 
dimiiiinli." — lirithh and Foreign Metl. C'/iiV. Htview. 
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exertra npoa Uie oori ^^ft fnftt pMilMS tf the fHl> 1 
well sectind, tber are to be kapt vei «iih tiiAt 4ipfai a 
cold wBter. In tvo or tkree koon, ioe ai^ he aMed to tte 

water. He pabeot will tolenae tftss degree of eeU now. mmdk 
better than be vcMdd al Eirrt. It is not exsdlj pnedesl to eai^ 
nwooe with ic^-mtMr. It is safer, as wdl as saon omlbcaMa 
to tfae pcrsos, to redaee tbe teapentim gndoallf . the appli- 
cation may be eoalinned vitheot totermssioBt ae long as 'A 
gives relief. A bnk calbartic wboaiA he pceeoibed : low diet, 
as «aage-ade, nce-waler, Ivvnd-mad-bsast-watcr, or tea. and tbe 
like, for uoumbaeot. It b hsrdlr nooessarj to »r th«t al\ 
slimalants sbonld b« forUddeo. Tbttse measures, adopted 
early, wilt be likely to check the rurtbcr pr ofreae of iaSaomu- 
tory action. They coD»titule, at any nU, the tDOt«S judtctoos 
autiplilogistic treatment tliat cao be iostituted. Titer are to bd 
pcrsoTCrcd ia wilb greater or less energy, according to tlie 
aererily of tbo ease aod the constitution of the patient. If tlia 
^ynptoms oonttuuc to increase, ten or fifteen leeches should t>o 
ap|ilied to tbe periitseum, OT«r the course of the inguinal canal 
or upoii the darios, and tlic flow of blood Fhould be promoted 
by the application of warm water. Il is seldom necessary to 
resort to Tenescctiou, not crcn by opening any of the scrotal 
veins. The latter operation would not Imj free frum danger. It 
might expose (o plilebiti!>. Iiistauces of tlie kiud are oit record. 
Alter a sufficient quantity of blood has bcennljstracted, ice- waiter 
diould agaiti be applied to the M;rolnm. If half an ounce of 
lead-water and an ounce of alcohol be added to each pitit of ilie 
ic6-wat«r, the cfEcucy of flic lotion will be still more coii- 
sptciious. A» the iiifl&mmatiou subsides, the use of lukewarm 
water will be found to agree better than a rclrigeraiit. 

Mebcl-rial Ointment; Iodide of Potassium Ointment. — In 
some cases, one or the other of these may be advantageously nsod 
after the inflaiuuiation has abated. If tbo mercurial bo scIpcIimI, 
let it be ?i)read on flannel and the wbolo bcrolmu laid in it. Its 
effect in reducing the swpllitig is sometimea retuarkablc ; but 
it 18 liable to irritate the skin so severely that snmo men caruint 
bear it If it be allowed to reiuaiii for any length of timo, it 
will Dccasionally bring out a vesicular eruption (^cczftina mor^ 
curiale) which will be a Hource of uo little dlKComfoit, if the 
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patient be endowed with a purtictilarlr scnsitiTC skia. The 
iodido of potassiiim, in the proportion of a scruple to the ounce 
of ))euzoatcd oiiitiuetit, may be iixed iiiotead of the (ir«t-nam«d 
ointment, with similar results in dimiiiishing the ciila^emcnt, 
anil in preventing llie morbid ai^tioii from extending to the 
tunica vtigitmlis. The potash will lilcewisc oucaHon an uruplion 
upon the IntL'giiniont ; so Hint its use is not witlioiil ohjuctlons. 
There is this, nlso, to be thought of: tho continual application 
of aa unguent to these parts, for several days, will gel manors 
into an unconifortahlo, dirty condition, which is not easily got 
rid of. Lotions and fomuu latioris, all things considered, are to 
bo profupred ; and, in chronic enlargemonl of iho tosticlo or of 
the epididymis, tlic foUowiug application is the tiest that can he 
Bolected : — 

H. lodlnii, gr. y. 

PotuBHii ludiili, " vj. 

,\qua! Fcrventii, J »YJ. M. 

This Rolution should he used, iParm, as a fomentation to the 
affected parts, by muans of n laryo sponge, tlireo or four times 
during tho twenty-four hours. In cases wlicm the tincture of 
iodine, or either of the above-namod ointment", seoms to be 
indicated, it will be found particularly njji-ponlde, as well as 
benc'fiuitil, to tho pat[enL The sponge slionUi he kept in con- 
tact with the wrolnm for thirty or forty minutes at cuch appli* 
cation- The progress of absoppcion will thus, in mjiny cases, he 
hastened in the most offeotiml luaimcr. This lucnl treatment is 
both mild and cleanly, — two not nriimportimt particulars, in 
which it has the advantage over the tincture and the unguents, 
while its discutient power is nut inicHor to tlieirs. 

The watory estrnct of belladonna, dissolved iii the proportiou 
of one drachm to .1 quart of boiling wntor, and applied liy means 
of tlannct cloths to tlio scrotum, and rpncwed rcpcntudly. will 
BomeliuiOE promptly relieve the pain, and rundur efliuient ser- 
vice in promoting a speedy cure. 

The employment of cnthnrtics should be so timed, if possible, 
that tlio patient may not lie disturbed by their operation during 
tiie hours of night, — the season which ho most needs for 
KpOBc, and of which, if ho be robbed, tho succooding day will 
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find him irritable, disheartened, and in all respects worso tliau 
be would liavo Ucon after a iiiglit of rest. Purgatives, ttiero 
Ebre, in the earljr part of tlio dajr, and opiates hy niglit, should 
be tlia order of arrangements. Attention to sucli small details 
will aid not a little in promoting tlie coinfort and acttinl convap 
lci^»:nuo of uiaii)* gjcrsijiis, wliusu guiiiUils aru llio sual of iii^am- 
matorj diseiisc, whutiier acute or ulirouic. 

A few practitionei's still cling to the old method of ^ving 
niercurj to llie jKiiiit of salivation, or even beyond it, in ueariy 
all cases of epididymitis, or true ordiitis. Tlhey find great difli- 
ciilty ill laying a^ide precoiiceived opinions and practices^ 
emanating from the high authority of some fnvonto teacher ; 
and they rely on the internal employment of the above-men- 
Uoued arliclo as well nigh omnipotent in contioUing every furm 
of phlegmasia ; and are gtuw to buliove tliat mild laxatives, 
qtiiet repose, anod^rnes, opiates, narcotics, and diaphoretics can 
Bccompliish any groat amount of good, unless " nioreur/ is 
Uirovn in " as an accompaiiinieat. 

It should lie bunie in mind, when mercury is thought of, that 
the dyspeptic, the scrofulous, the tierrous, tiiose who have 
nalurally a foeblo constitution, or who have become dcbililatod 
by their wild liabils, rarely do well under the use of mercu- 
rials, vhilc suflcriiig from any active disease. 

In acute orchitis, there is cxeessiru irritability of the seminal 
apparatus, — an irritativo itiliammation. The condition of the 
testis is not of tUo prociso nature of iiitlammatio]i in the strict 
ectiBC of tlic tena, as wlion we speak of swelled testicle from a 
kick or severe blow. The compluiut, in its recent stage, even 
where the symptoms are severe, will sometimes yield readily to 
low diet, a moderate purgative, and the subse<iuent free use of 
tiw tincture of hyoscjamus. The latter may be given in 
dmchm doses, every three hours, in rice-water or burlcy-water, 
until a decided narcotic effect ia produced. As eoon as tlio 
patient experiences the specific influence of the henbane, the 
local pymptomB will almost certainly abate ; and it may aftei^ 
wards be employed in diminished quantities. 

The followinii combination of antimony, sulphate of magne- 
rna, and colcliionm. may likewise be used in many cases with 
good results. It will be sure to maintain a aliglilly nauseating 
aod depressiDR effect on the stomacli, while at tho same lime it 
8* 
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will keep the bowels free, and help to subdue the mflammator^ 
diatUegis. 

R. Antimonii Pt>toano<Tartn>li«, . gr. i|. 

Villi Colchici, • . . . , 3 iij. 

Mngrirniir Sulphatia, (j. 

Aquce, S vijj. H. 

Give lialf an ounce of this mixture every two or three hours 
during llie day. Tlie frequency of the dose must be varied, of 
cour8o, iiccordLiig to the ofTcct. At bodUmc, morphine may be 
required to insure quiet rest. 

R MoTphiiP Riilp!inli», gr. j. 

A<)uv Cuio|ihura', ShkU. 

DoAC. — OiiP drachm, hi be rcpcotcd in lliree llOUl% if iiet«awy to procnre 
■l«e|>- OpMiiu may bu given ut luiy time lo allxy pain. 



PUNCTURINX; TIIK TUNICA VAGINALIS TESTIS AND 

ElMmDYMIS. 

If iho disease has oitciidcd to Ihc tunica vagitinlis, auil cffu- 
aioH bus taken place williiu that uieuibraiie, at any stage of tho 
inllummatiou, the npcmtiou of puncturiiig tlie tunica sliould bo 
resorted to. ami the lliiid evacuated. The nppralion is entirely 
pracliuablc, and gives iiumcdiate relief. Tlie puncture is lo be 
nnde with a grooved needle. In true orchitis, where the body 
of llie testicle is involved, aiid tho pniu severe, in consequence 
of constriction acca.^ioiicd by the tunica albnginea, punctures 
may lie made with a lancet into the teitticle itself. This prao 
tico wa^ first prvpuscd by M. Petit, and is adopted by Ricord^ 
Vc'Ipcuu, and other surgeons. Tho epididymis may be puno- 
tured iu the same ninnncr, and with equal Kafcty. Tho op^cra- 
tioii does not interfere with the physiological functions of the 
parts in question. It removes the mosl distressing syjnptoius, 
ftnd ha.sten:< tho recovery more rajiidly thau any other melli<td. 
Oii»e« requiring thCM measures, however, are comparatively 
infrequent. A timely and continuous spplicatton of refrigerant 
lotions, and other autiphlopstic treatment, will usually be pro- 
ductive of ameodmout aud complete cure iu a short time. 
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CrtHpRBWios or THE TESTIS. — III 1836, Dr. Fricko, surgeon 
lo the General Hospital of Hamburg, rocomiuondcd llm appli- 
cation of compreseion to tlio tostis, hy moans of strips of adlio- 
fire plaster, as a &ttbsUtute for every otlicr form of remedial 
appliances, in the treatment of orchitis. Followriiif; tlio recum- 
moodation and pr&ctico of Frickc, maiij' otlier sur^ous iiavc 
adopted Ilia metliod of prowure, and, up to this du.^, haru borne 
testimony to Uio simplicity of its application, to tlie eliglit 
trouble il gires the pnticiit, and to the tiitliiig care and atU;n- 
IJOD required on tlia part of the medical attendant. Tliey aUo 
ipe&k in the most decided manner of itt< cflicacy in roliering 
pain, and promoting a rapid cure of tiio disease itself. At .St. 
Bartltolomew'!! Hnspital, strapping tlie testicle, in cases of epi- 
didymitis, 18 rcgardud as the lest plan of trca-tmoiit. VVheti, in 
cooseciuence of pain, it cannot be carried out, the use of leoclieti 
to the portj, and tlic admlniiitraLion of emetics, are resorted to ; 
and these are very efCcient means for reducing the iiirianima^ 
lion of the organ.* To somo snrgfjons, tin: eiiiiiluynniiit of 
emetic?, fur lliy relief of orcliilis, may sccni a titnuigu mode of 
pvccdurfi. Tlio late Professor Nathan Smitli, of New llaven, 
recommended this treatment. Iji some instances of orchitiin, I 
bave prescribed emetics, and bencficinl reaulLs Imve followed 
tlicir use. Tlio relief is bomctiiue^ imniudiato, and is tu bo 
expL-Lincd on the prinei|ile of what is called revulsive acliuu. 
Hunter tcHii uh thnt be bad known nn emetic to remove tho 
awclling almost inslantaneoii'ily. Tlie clTects of the remeily, he 
thinks, most probably arise from tUo sympathy between the 
stomach and (he testicles. In ueiito and Kcvore attacks of 
BVelled tcjtticio, or of epididymitis, free vomiting will s|joodily 
relieve the local symptoms in niuny cases; and if, after the use 
of emetics, the stirgeon decides upon the ciupluymciit of adhc- 
liva straps to the testicle, tlie application will, in all likeliliuud, 
be less painful. The omplustrum ammoniaci cum hydrargyro 
may be used, or one conipot^cd of soap, liclludunna, and adlie- 
flive plasters, in equal proportions, and carefully apruud on tliiu, 
firm leatlicr. Tbo strips of plaster uro to be cut about two- 
thirds of an inch wide ; and the manner of employing tliom is 
asfi^lovs: The patient is placed in a recumbent position, aud 

* Holmui CootCj on Gonorrhira, 1SA7. 
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the surgeon haiing genlly drawn down the testicle to the lower 
part of ihe scrotum, the ^kiu of vrliicb is slretulicd over IJic ^urfaoo 
of the glai>d, proceeds to npply the strap in u circular in»nn«r, 
coauneneing from above the insertion of the cord, vhich must 
be closely embraced In order to present the testicle from sli]^ 
[HUg through the loo» riugs of the plaster, vheu the iitferior 
portioQ is com] I rested. In this way tlie operator encircles tbe 
glaud by a succession of straps, each lying orer its predecessor 
by one tliird of its width, until the vhole organ is covered. A 
second series of straps is then passed from ahore downwards, 
aitd tlius tbe entire testicle is completely eaveloped and com- 
prcsM>d. 

When the local symploms have begun to wane, and the di^ 
ea»ed gland will bear considerable squeentig with the hand, 
coiitpn>ssioii with »tntpe to a moderate degree may be advan- 
ta^«ouiily applied, for the-purpone of promoting a more rapid 
nibeidenoo of the swelling, the removal of plastie exudation, 
fend of the thickening of the epididroil^ At lliis juncture, 
the intvnixl use of the iodide of pota^^^um will be svrvto^ 
•Itob Sliould the inHamnialtoo tw verr severe, or be OQ 
ttie iucTMse, or if llierw be grvax effiiskm into ll»e rapnal 
•K. comprenwu will do hann. But when the tunic has 
been puucturvU witli the $rvovii4 needle or tbe lancet, and 
tbe fluid drawn away, pressure can then he beaefidally resorted 
to. This plan has i>ftea been adc^xed. and it works welL 
But the UKVt farorable tioM lor tbe aB(ikiyiaenl of pressure, 
If applied at all, is aAcr th< chivotc s<*s« bas £uriy set in. 
A(Vi.*r the straps baw bMti adjusted, the patient should be 
ct.vuliued lo tbe r«euBhb#ut (.Kvattou and to a low diet. Tltese 
pcv^'authwu will ward cff any kntdeocy lo tscreaivd inflaifr 
MMvry avUMi. and wilt rtmior llw emra mato **fc«*"*' and 
ifNdy. tV xWw» ^\f Rk^m4 «n Ais wJ iy ct an tbas ooa^ 
auuuoaic<.l by Mr. A«*lmi!^ 

** ^mw TiGstKiK. — tVwyc w MBo #f A* iwtkie by mnas 

«f vtoi^i^ii^ bus HOW biwti w»>«^ |p^(«a «p bf M. Rioord 
w b» bM^«J : il Kk W lOiU aduMtos. iM «s««tkM tatdy when 
wt& i^|)tN«A,. ^*M itM ptMMtti •iMHiM ft* MM IK lk» CBfir stages, 
tww* a «Vv, aixd ^ ><P>jfyilnt r(-«ffttv4. if a^MMary. With- 
«ttt waKbibH^ ibM krvatMNiU it> mmuhmmimv *?Mia^«aNd with 
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diMgrMaUe couse«{ucuces, which aggravate the complaint ; at 
least the Freucb prufossorsi tbuik no; but in Loiidou, in private 
practiue, 1 have erery reasou lo be tntisfied with the Iroatmeiit, 
which ehoriciis tliti durattuu of iho disease rcrv mticli, and 
dispenses wilU tito usuul iucuitvdiiioiiccit atteuOing these case& 
U. Riconi plueus his priiicijial depeudencc on leeched, mercurial 
oiutmeiit oiid plaster, mid, abore all, a pui^tive taken erciy 
morniDg, coussting of aperient salts. Xu tliis last recviuiaeiida- 
tioii, I cao bear testioioiij most full/."* 

&fr. Jubiisoit is extromel/ ttevere in hi» condom nation of tlio 
pnetice of strapping tiio te^icle. lie compares it u> tho pi-o- 
ceM of the baccmteers of the Spanish Slain, wtm slung tlioir 
prisoners to the yard-anu by the testicles, uutil they cuiifessed 
vhere their dollarii were laid. " If," says he, " the iiitlaui- 
uution ia aente, it is a piece of ridiculous cruelty ; if mild, it 
is disproportionately puinful, troiiblusouie lo manage, apt to 
lacerate or excoriate the 6kiii,aitd not a little trcachorous. I 
would not wish to be understood that 1 would ruvcr recoinniend 
it uor have recourse to it. Where cuiiccaliuent h a great 
object, wtiere tlie patient is not of a ncrruu!) habit, and either 
» tiut sensiiile to pain, or hsa the will to bear it, and where 
tbo ill flammatory action is moderate, pressure may Lie fairly 
tried. Yet even here, widi all tilings in its faror, I warn the 
young Eurgeon not to expect too much frono it. I holiovo 
that iu most cases it is better left alone, and I am mislakoii if 
it ia not declining in favor, and likely tu decline still more. At 
all evcntj^, the conclusions I have arrived at arid expressed, ai-e 
fotuidcd on my own experience and pretty nnmeroua trials 
of it." 

lu chrome casca of epididymitis, where there is a lingering 
induration, and a luw dugrue uf iiifluutualory action, extending, 
perhaps, to the gliiiidiil)i.r pi^itiuii of the testio, with but little 
ooitstitntioiiat disturbance, the antiphlogistic truutiuent is not 
required; it is, in fact, injurious. Tlio patient gcncnilly loi)k« 
pale and feeble, and is in just that condition tliat calls tor a 
generous diet and the careful use of bitter tonics. Ho is liable 
to have uncomfortahlo niglits. lie m unfit for much physical 
actirity by day, and the sleep of ibc laboring nmn is nut his. 

■ Ltaoet, Deoember, 18&4. 
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He, therefore, roquires some artiGcial aid to ensure the nocessarf 
repose ; and opiates, sparingly as may be, mu^C be allowed %t 
tlic hour of rest. Duriug the da/, free libatious of B&r&aparilU 
ducuctioii will lio found useful. This driitk is somolliiiig luorQ 
thftii ft more boverage to fill the stomach and employ the kid- 
neys and bladder. It£ mild and agreeable tonic qualities endow 
it with more than negative claims to favorable consideration as 
a constitutional remedy. In this class of cosc^ ^oiiiO mercurial 
prt'paratLon may Ua fouud serviceable ; hut it should hold a sub- 
ordiinite place in the general treatment. Whatever form is 
Mclcctod, the course should be a very laild one. and should 5top 
entirely eliort of salivation, or even before any but the slightest 
■Section of the gums is perceptible. Two' formtilae arc hero 
submilt(!d, cither of which will scarcely fail to suit, unless some 
peculiar idiofyucmsy is iiihereut tu tlie ]Htueut. 

it. PulKcrii Ojiii F- »]• 

I'ilulii' llvdntrgyri, 

Estracli lljxwniuni, U, 5iss. 

M it ]iil No. ji\x. 

The other mereurial pi^paratiou is llie bicliloride : — 

R. llydruxyri C1ili>ridi CoTTOiiTi, ......... 

Ammonur Muiuti*, U, p. t. 

M. ft piL No. h.. 

Of the alH)vo pills one may he tabcti moniing and night 
The condiiivMi of the mucous membrane sliotild be carefuUj 
walchvH) diirim; their uso. 

Togothor with tho survaiwrilla and the pills, small doses of 
iodide of pota$8ium may bo gir eu. tlms : — 

H- t^M*sui lotliOi. . 51^ 

Tftwtani' I'in.'hnojr CV>n|i«dt», S^ 

\^v» FuntaiM!-. . . 5 iy- M. 

Ihx^lt- — (.W dnvha lloic* • d*T in MMponai 4ccoctMB at Mn^uilk. 

Tlw »orv»t«m slimiM K* *vH »tippvvtM iu a susf^usorr bag. 
The [Hitiont sJ>*>\dd Iv tfii%vurag\*d to U.' ibt\wd in ihe open air 
«s tuuch as t<i«»tl>K\ and k> litflltc daily in wurm or cold water, 
as he ina^T <^\x»s lVit»luti« a ^w i m a b ta n of oolil water 
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•gjailiiit the pubes tlirae or four Utacs in U»Q daj, wiD likewise 
tend to restore the parts to tlivir Dormal conilitioD. The ap- 
plication of tlid compound tiiictun: of iodine to tlio fcrotum 
vil) contribute to llio removal of *iij indur&tioa or svelling 
of the cpididj-mis or testicle, aad to U)« perfect rcstonitoa of 
tlie p&rtd to liealtb. 



CHAPTER \T 

HEBPES PRJEPLTIALIS. 

This vesicular aflection is of frequent occurrence. Men *ho 
hav^e a long, snjwrabundaiit preputial memhran© are more liable 
to be traubled with tim eruption than olhet^. Those irho arc 
familiar wilh its. apiH-araiice iu tlic differeut stages of its eiist- 
euce, and who huvc tuuch jiractical experience iu its treatmeot, 
may contiidi-r tliat il is --o iii significant, niid so unlike any syplu- 
litic frorc, that it is liardly ciilillcd to coii^ideraliou in this place. 
But a correct diairiiosk of the eruption is a matter of no little 
couscqiienee ; for an error or coitfusion here *iU lead to im* 
proper treatment, lo say uotliing of tlie aonQ besj-ings imme- 
diately coiuiwted with the suliject. 

Patieuts who have contracted herpes upon the penis in con- 
s«equcucc of sexual intercourse, or who have suffered from it as 
a coiicuQiiiaut or suiiud of Ucnuurrhagia, liavc occasion to 
apply to tho physiciau for tlie purpose of obtaining his opinion 
iu the prcmii^cs. And in wmc instances liorpetic eruptions 
located ujmu the foreskin have been treated as chaucrous prod- 
ucts. Such ca^es Itave prcseutcd ihem^ckes to my notioe, sad^ 
allhoiigh not fiviitiom, lliey jli^^i^y llie appropriaiioD of a few 
page» to the oxaulliuia in quesUoa. 

Symptoiis. — The inoe^t common peat of the eruption is along 
tho bordur of the prepuce, wtiore the external and internal sur- 
faces nu«t. At fir»l, * K<ti!>atioii uf heal and (smarting, accom- 
pouiied with ctHisideraMo itching, draw; the attention of the 
pftticnl to tho )urt \[\^m which tho eruption is obottt to be 
ovolvc\l. I'lwu iii*(Kvtiou, ho notices that it is sUghtly tbiclc- 
onod and sulftuxNl wilh a |uvternMtuml T«dtMss; and if be 
merely touch it witli his ling^«r». he indiii-w a tiifber degree of 
ituhiug, aud rulK> it uith tlw ci}itfetati\iu iif •ly^fing Um »«usa- 
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tion. Tn a fcwliourg lie perceives, if lie loolcB, an aggregation 
of some dozen or twonty puints closely crowded together, and, 
on caruful cxauiiiiotioii, discovers that tl)C!iC jtiuiplus ora filled 
with a lrttiis[iarciit, watery fluid. They are tho vesicles of 
terpcs pru.-piitiatis. Tliey are about tlio t^iKo of a common pin's 
licud, and have been cuiiipured to so many trniispurL-nt glass 
beads reposing on a red hasc. Instcud of one group or chistci', 
two or three may appear simultaneously, TIit;y aie not inclined 
to enlarge the aica they occupy, but liavo nearly the same di- 
mensions in the latter stages which they had at fir^t. 

Instead of appearing on the confines of tho prcpntinl orifice, 
as mentioned above, the eruption may arise at a little distnncQ 
from it, cither on the mucous or cuticular surface of this nicM' 
brane. In two or three days, tho contents of these {riolmlar 
vesicles lose their transparency, and aro slightly tiirhid ; and in 
four or fire days the matter becomes puriform. Tho walls of 
the individual vesicles break away, and the eruption is then 
confluent. Next, desiccation ensues, furniing a ibiii, delicate 
meniistation, winch in two or three days is cast otT, and brings 
to view a smooth, raw, florid i^pot, amounting to little inuro tliaii 
an abrasion ; or, if it be an ulcerated surface, it is of the most 
BUpcrficinl kind, and has no hardened base as iu sypliilitic 
uteors. When the comphiint is situated on the inner surface 
of the prepuce, tho iiiflnmmntieii is generally quite severe. Tho 
vesicles aro usually n httle larger tlmii when developed on tlio 
external surface. The ecrouB exurlatioii of herpes passes rap- 
idly into a ladeaceiit slate ; the mcmbraEie or ^ao containing; il 
is ea-^ly ruptured, and excoriations are produced, which may bo 
mistaken for venereal ulcerations. But the speedy dovelopnieut 
and progress of Clio eruption, the level of the exposed surface 
after the iiicrui^tations have fullen olT, with the adjaconl healthy 
tissue, and the ordinarily transient duration of the aBbetiuii, are 
entirely in contrast with tlio truo venereat Boro. I must hero 
append the qualifyiiig rcniark, that, if the herpetic action take 
place on the iinier surface of the prepuce, no iucriisCatiuu or 
scab is formed, in consequence of tho constant moisture of tlio 
parts, and their protection from tlie air. 

If the eruption be not seen by the physician until five or six 
days after its first ap[>earance, — by which time incrustations 
may have formed on the skin, or the Bocrction have paesed into 
9 
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a sero-pnrulciit state, — and If its antecedents iudicnte (liat UiO 
patient liiiB beoii cxpused, tlieii it will not be an ca^y mnlter to 
say whether tlie affoction he follictilnr chancres, or simpljr Iict^ 
poUc. Under such eircumstauccs Uic practitlouor ciui very 
properly claim a postponemeiit for a day or two, before ho ex- 
prosees a decided diagnosis, meantime keeping matters in ttatu 
quo by some mild appliances. Tins is a juslifiable and vise 
arrangement, for aipoii a true rocoguiliou of the malady vWl 
bang tlio proper line of tri^attucnt. 

The cniptioii of herpes, when situated upon the foreskin, is 
quite evanescent, if not injudiciously tanipi^rcd with. It ruas 
itii course ill eight or ten days, and then, in most cases, all is 
over. Occasionally it becomes chronic, and, whatever be the 
troatmciit, is Gxtromoly difficult to cure. Some m&n, of pecul- 
iar cutitncous susccptihility, arc troulded with freiiueiit attacks. 
The eruption will readily disappear under the application of 
chloride of soda or lead-water, in weak solution, and will be 
rO]>roduood by a variety of trivial causes, such as the ordinary 
frielian of the trowsors, neglect of cleanliness, constipation, 
orrurs in diet. 1 Lave known sea-bathing lo occasion tlila 
eruption. 

Suiuetiitics numerous minute vesicles arc seeu clustered on 
tho niueous surface of the prepuce, along the fossa just behind 
the corona i^laiidi!!, aud fonciiiig a cincture around the orgau. 
Ttio accuiupunying iuQuniiuatlon is moderate; aud whcu the 
vesicles biir^t, there is soldoni any disposition ie assume an 
ulcerative process, and there is a total want of deptb to the 
sore. 

The foregoing description correppondp, in the main, with 
the characteristic features presc]itod by hcqics pra^putialis, 
whether situated on the external or iatorual surface. The 
complaint derives its chief iniportance from two facts: oiiQ is, 
that it is too apt to bti regarded by the patient, and sometimes 
by (be medical adviser, as syphilitic : and the other, that a muu 
having it, or being predisposed to it, is more liable, ctrleris part- 
bus, to contract a vuuorcal fltTectiou than one who bos uo such 
]ieri>c(ie tendency. 

The following ease occurred in my practice a few years since. 
I introduce it here, as illustrating u method of procedure whiuU 
may be applicable to other patieuts iu like circuuistauccs: — 
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A clergrman from a neighboring Rtato conmltcd me for a 
preputial eruption, vrliicli hail troubled liini At intervals for 
several years. Loading, ns lie did, a sedentary and utiidious 
life, he had become rather thiii and dyspeptic, and not a tittle 
nervouK. Liko many others, he had a ready fuitb in the glories 
that aro so often concocted ainong the ignorant and the credu- 
lous, concerning the divers ills that befall the sexual systoiij. 
Be iras a niarriod man, and his n-ife an invalid ; luit ebc was 
free from ail known uterine or vaginal derangement. My cleri- 
cal patient had, however, imbibed the notion that his wife was 
the cause of his genital troulde, especially as it was aggravated 
by sexual iiiterconrse. Annthor circumslance, etill more eingn- 
lar, waE, lie believed his complaint lo be xi/p/iilia; and as he 
proceeded in the narration of lii» ca^, he remarked, " I £it[> 
pow I have got what they call the Indies' disease." I asked 
bim if he considered his vife a virtuous woman. "As pure ta 
the Vir^n Mary," was his rojily. I requested to examine him ; 
and npoii iiispccting the virile organ, the prepuce was found to 
be much elongated and narrow, its whide border tbtckonud, 
slightly everted, and covered with Iieipctie disease. A liulo 
extra force brought the prepuce fairly back, so as to expose the 
glaiis, whicli was covprud with a dense sebaceous deposit. The 
gentleman was quickly told that the fons et origo matt was 
within himself, and that his trouble, instead of being sypliilitic, 
was the oflspring of mullurmatioii and neglect of eleanltiicss. 
The treatment proposed was, to keep the bowck regular^ exer- 
cise freely in the open air in all good weather, practise daily 
ablution of the whole body and limbs in culd water, and away 
witli all thoughts of the '* ladies' disease-" As a topical appU- 
oation, tlia following lotion was prescnbod : — 

R. liquoria 8odft> ChloTinatir, 3 i>J. 

AqiuR PontuiK Jx. M. 

To be applied constantly by means of a soft rag ; also to bo 
injected between the glans and prepuce repeatedly during the 
day. Some montlis after proscribing for the patient, I ad- 
dressed to him a note, and received the following reply ; — 

"With respect to the subject concerning which you wrote mo, 
I would say : I followed your directions for nearly six months ; 
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received relief frotn smarting and sorcnvsti in aboat sfx vcelcL 
TiiG disease socnied to lio removed Eiliuost entirely in six weeks. 
Occasioiiallj I feel a little sinartiitg and experience a little in- 
tlaiuniatioit about the once diseased ])Ia.cc. At such timee, I 
resort to your pro^criptinnn, and after one or two ajiplications of 
tlie waHl), etc., the dilTioiilty is removed. I tliink yours h the 
remedy for such a c(im|>Uiint as mine was. Allow me to llmak 
you most cordially for the benefit I have received frvm your 
du-eetioiis. 1. B.*' 

Cask II. — Hrrpes prftrjmtialis twice in the same man m 
connection irilh acitic goiwrrhira. 

Jiinr 15, 1856. — I'atientA. K.-nged twcnty-sii yonrs. Thin, 
tall, spare fpaino. Twelve days ago foil into tiad eonipony, nnd, 
as a con seq lien CO. conlraclcd gonorrhrea, which appeared io 
five daye after exposure. To-day the dischai^ is copious, thick, 
and puriform. Ardor urinae for last two days, and painful 
erections and chordeo tho last two nights. Prepuce very long, 
contracted, and inflamed : about the orifice, numt'rous herpetic 
vesicles have formed. Complete retraction of prepuce difficult. 
No halaiiitis : no knelling of inguinal glands. 

For thiJ biciuiorrhagia. cubohs were prescribed, And in a ftxr 
days the discharge ceased. The herpetic eruption, produced by 
the irriutiou of the urethral secretion, continued undiminiRliod 
for four weeks Wforc tho prepuce was restored to its normal 
condition, iiot-n-itb^tanding the frc« use of opiate lotions, lead- 
water, chloride of soda. etc. 

jVorfintcr iy, liSi>0. — A. K.. has signalized his folly by 
plunging iuto danger anew. The espostuv happened ou the 
uight of the l-4ih ; and ou tito morninf^ of iho 20th, the present 
Attack of urethritis declared itwlf. A seu»; of shatue preveutad 
him from calling earlier for trvatoieut. The gouorrhisa on 
this occasiou dogcuonilod iuto a gleet, which lasted for Uiree 
mouths. The reason for this va$. ilie patieut became reckless 
of all directions and rotriotioii^. The prepuce was again the 
teat of hcrpclic discww, more wvore than during tbc previous 
attack. TIio in^Dinal glaiids of the Icf) mJc were enlarged. 
Hid the condition of thin^ for a «Jiort lime was similar to that 
seen in genuine follicular chancres or sypliiliuc ulccratioo (^ the 
prepuce. Had the oa»o l>eeu secu br a surgeou for tite fir^t 
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time -wline ot its acme, he would have found the rrail character 
of the dl^-aise a qiiattioti not e^^W i^cttled, unions a detailed 
histor>' of it from the commenocment had )»ccn fiimishcd. But 
BA the complaint originated in a vcjiiculor eruption. &ud u fol- 
licnlar cliaocrcs and Bvpliilitic preputial ulcerations never haT« 
Bdch ttii origin, the dilTL-rcntinl diagnosis could be readily made 
oat. Tho herpetic affection did Dot quit its hold of the prepuce 
until moro than ciglit months had elapsed. 

Trkatment. — If herpetic vesicles appear on any portion of 
tho inner surface of tlic prepuce, tliv application of dry lint will 
frctjucntly cause them to vanish; the liquor plumbi, in the pro- 
portion of a drachm to four ounces of vntcr, will do the nmc ; 
and thus prove tlie non-vpnereal cliaracter of the eruption. 
Sometimes the eolid nitrate of filvcr, lightly drawn over the 
part every three or four days, will provo an effoctual remedy. 
The liydrocyanic acid i« likcwi«) a valuable article to be em- 
ployed OB a lotion in obsiiuate c^ise:^ of lierpes, uot only when 
situated on the prepuce of the male, but also when it attacks the 
genilnU of females. The following prejiaratiou will bo found 
useful : — 

Ik- Acidi Hi-drncyanici, - 3 ij. 

8|Hrita> Recdlicati ; . . . ^ . . S fj- 

A(|iM» DmttlLw, ............. JiT. )L 

To bo appl)«d by m«an» of linL 

The arsciiiate of iron, in common will) other preparations of 
arseitic, possesses properties which render it worthy of a iriaL 
The adii-ttutage of this substance is, that it may be adniiiiiswrod 
in suflicient i|uautities, without giving rise to any of the un- 
plcusaut CDuMiqucnces wliiuh soiuciimea follow the uso of other 
anwaical remedies. It should be given in graduated doses, 
ooniDMncing with one fifteenth of a grain once a day for the first 
eight days ; then one filteenlh twice a day for eight days more ; 
after wliicli, tlic fifteenth of a grain lliiee times a day. making 
the maximum daily amouul to be om-fij'lh of a grain. Tli« 
formula 1 employ is: 

R. Fcrri AneniuiKt gr. ir. 

Kxtrncti Goiiiiinie, 9ij. 

Pulvtri* Glyc)Trlu*«c, 9i'» 

U. ft. i^. No. U. 

9- 
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The pills ebould be toicu on a full stomacli. They are com- 
patible with the iiso of almost any oiher mcdiciae which the 
(lurgeoii may wish to employ, and may bo continued uuiuter- 
ruptedly for three or four mootlis, if necessary. They arc uot 
only useful in Iicrpes, but also in squamous afTeciions. The 
(Lrseniato of quiniue is likewise a valuable medicine for the E^me 
cutaneous maladies. The dose is one third of a grain blended 
with the extract of gentian, and taken directly after the morning 
and evening meal. The tirietiire of the muriate of iron, twenty 
drops three times a, day, in a g'" of water, is also useful in 
obstinate easus of liorpos pr^eputialis. 

Whatever eourse of treatment is pursued, it should bo a prin- 
ciple of uariliiml importance to rectify any conetitutienal de- 
raiigftmeiit lliat may l»c present. 

Simple and insignificant as the foregoing eruption is repn> 
sented to be by some authors, it occasionally shows itself more 
tliaii a mutch far the skill of the medical atteudaiit, and remains 
upon the patient as a source of sore vexation. 




CHAPTER yJL 

ECZEMA I'K^l'UTlALIS. 

In bilious and tiaiigiiineous sii%Jcct», who li&re a iry, un- 
porspinililti »kin, An«l indulge in titroiig ]>roclivities for aalliig 
Lod drinking wlmtever cnnies before tlium at tablii, llie pnv 
puUal integuinent, eiipccially if tliore Ijl- a rcduiidiiiicv of it, 
tometiroeg proves to l»o a fuvorublc locality for tlio di.vclu|>- 
mentof tliis complatitt lt« oecuiTcncc, however, is loss frc<jiieiit 
than the preceding alTcctioii ; hut of llie two, it is uxiiiilly llio 
more serious and persi»teiit. Altliough both present a cuinnjoti 
oleineiitary type, — that is, a vesicle, — yet the Kourso piirMiiid 
by the two is widi^ly differonL The solitary Tosiclcs of ccxettm 
are Bituiilcr and more acumitiatci'd tlian thuKo of horpcN. Tlioy 
arc acvotnpunicd hy u sensation uf lieut and pruritus of lii^ticr 
iot«u&ily tlmn the herpetic affection, and no application ttccms 
adecjuatc to iippeaso thc^e iintioyances for thv tiiuo being. Art«r 
Uie vesicles liavo occupied the prepneo for a day or two, they 
are inclined to become confluent ; and in con»C(iucncc uC llio 
dfiisioii of sonun benealli the epidernin, lliey form miall, 
oblong, flaiLciicd bullfe, halt* tlio size of a pea at the ha<i(>. The 
cuticle of these uiultiloeular TCHicles in msWy brokfti. luid a 
glutinous exudation, Imvinj,' the |iceiiliur sickly odnr well Iciiowii 
in eczema wlien bituated clfuwiicrc, is diftilled in tuftlcient 
quantity to etaiid in drops on tho iiillaiuuil anil duniidcti (lorma. 
The malady, at first, covers hut a small patch of grotiiid, hut is 
rarely content to keep within its original limits. It has a 
diffusive tendency, and iu thii> respect differs Troui herpes, whicli 
has no disposition to Kproad n-heti siliialcd on the Kimo part. 
Unlike tho eruption of herpes, tiUo, it seldom implicutos the 
miicen? lining of the prepuce, lint in mnitt instances oxiendii 
over tlio entire external surface, seizes upon tlic dartos, is now 
severe, now bettor, fitful in its behavior, for a P'w diiy* hijrhly 
iallamed and yielding a copious exudation, then occa.sioiiiiig 
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RcoTcely aii^ moisture, itching, or rodiiess ; but a nimay lam- 
itiateil iiicru£ialioii is formed, bloiidcd with newly formed 
cuticle. ThiB latter ooiiditiou suggests lo the iiie:cp«rionceil eye 
a proximity of euro ; but in lieu of this, a few rough, iiiToliiii- 
tary scmtchus with the linger nails, wliii^h the nfTecletl purttt arc 
pretty sure lo receive, reproduce the eruption in two-fold sever- 
ity, and dissipate all bopo of itnnicdiutc delivcmiico from this 
ioca.1 trouble. 

Ptii- the moiit part, the eruption appoara in connecUoti with 
chpoiiic blonnorrhagia. Tlio eocrotioti whicli it yields spreads 
over the sound s-kiii, and by the irritation it excites, causes an 
dtciitioii of the troublu in evury direction. It is very apt to 
assitmo a ciironic farm, and when it does it somctiines eiiuiilates 
psoriasis. It is, however, but a rosemhlanco. I do not believe 
it ever loses ita identity, or that it undergoes a traiisforoiatioD 
into another disease. We Diiglit as well t^ay that one animal 
or Olio plant degenerates into another. The two iimladies in 
question aro diffopcnt in appearance, and roqiiire diflorent treat- 
incut. Even whfire tljo vesiclca have ceased to form m succe»- 
jtivo crops, and when llio prepuce and even the scrotum rcmaia 
covered with Bcales, — tlieso, as the resiilt of eezeniatous aiition, 
arc less friable, loss furfuracoous, and more laminated, hroador 
and flatter, than the scales of psoriasis. Fiirthermore, in long- 
continued eczema of the prejnico atid dartos, the iulcgumenl, 
after tho scales ai"o removed, does not present that ^nioolb, ret], 
fiolishcd, elevated sni-faee which is observed in pgoria.si8 ; but is 
rough, chapped, and miirked by fissiirws., from wliich, as well as 
from llio sudatory apparatus and the liair-folticles, a frequent 
and copious oozing of the irritating flniJ of eczema will take 
place. Ki^ziMiiii. of liowevav great diirnlion it may bo. rarely 
over loBCB its natural tundcney to form vcs-ielcs on Kome jiortious 
of !hc integument, which is the seat of tlie cuniplaint. They 
appoir here and there, as solitary specimens, just ontsido or 
iii;<iiJo the borders of tlio affec(<'d district, remain for a few days, 
a new nonrco of troiihle to the patient, and then disappear. 
Thoso facts or circumstances do not happen in psoriasis. Pomo 
times the eczoiuatous eruption, especially if it spread over the 
dartos, OP along tlic ii[>per part of the thighs, or over the pubic 
reg;ion, frnternizes with impetijw ; that is, the exudation beneath 
the cttticle consists, from almost the very bcgiimiug, of a small 
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number of pus globules suspended hi a large quantity of serum, 
and giving it an ufmN'sueiit a|i|>earaiice; aud tho inflammation, 
Ihe heat, tlic scalding, and tiumiiiig seii^tiona, that accompaiij 
the evolution of tU« eruption, atlaiii a liigliicr dogrefl of activity 
than iit Mmptc ecxuma. Tlio i^cahs and incrustations become 
tliick, firm, and nigged. The affeclion having tlieso iinpeti^ 
iuous characters, is iwrtial to the upper part of tho thighs in 
both eexee, aud is uccu^iuniilly mot with as tlio joint production 
of cbrottte blcniiorrhag^ift and want of cleanliness, and has bcon 
mistakeu for a tinio syphilitic pustular disease. 

Tbeatxekt. — The tneaus best adapted for treatment must 
Deceaurily vary according to the degree of severity which the 
disorder assumes. Ordinarily, but a limited portion of integu- 
ment is involvird at any one time, and lucal applications of a 
soothing, uustimulutitig kind may bu rclivd upon. During Cho 
day the following lotlou may l>o used : — 

it- Lkguoris Plumbi, . , , 5ij- 

OlyMrioff 3>ij- 

AquB FoQUuuB S ^'U* ^■ 

At bedtime, the parts may be covered with tho benzoated 
oxide of zinc ointment, prepared as follows : — > 

R, Gummi RoMoini pulvcru, 9^1- 

Adipia pnejjurutw, - . . 5 lij. 

Liquefac, cun leni enJoro, pn horu vtpnti qiutuor, in 
TufF ckiuo i dcin cola per lintcuin, et odde, 

Oxydi Zinci purilfeati, . . . .' Su- 

Ui«C« b*no, ol jier linteuni cxprimr.* 

Tliebenwiii prevents decomposition in the al)ovc ointment; 
80 that it does not become rancid as is the case with oiutmeiitc 
gonorally; and as a sootliitig, local application, it is all tliat can 
be desired. I have pr<>&cribGd it almost daily during the lost 
ye^. If theru be much discharge from the eczematous surface, 

■"Ike benznnied oxyde uf xinrr ointment, properly prepnreil, in liic umirt 
perSeet local ajiplimtiou far all chronic: infltiinmnlions uf llir skin tlinl !• 
kavn." -^ EnujHUt WU*i)n,on the Skin, /ourth tdilion, p. 79. 
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it should be wijMjd off with a sofl rag, but not washed; and the 
ointment may he used two or tUreo timee during the da^, if the 
surgeon ohoose, instead of a lotion. Tho old prejudices against 
"greasy a})pticution8 " uued not ho raised against the ointmmit 
here rcconimeiided. The sulpliurot of putash is |iri;»cril>cd hy 
some writers. Tliis urticle has aii cxtrcnioly un|jlcuvant odor, 
Soils wliatever it touches, and my cxpenenco with it as t topical 
application loads me to regard it as inferior to the remedies 
above siiggcstod. Acetic acid, six drops to tlie ounce of wiiter, 
and used repeatedly during the day when the pruritus is 
troubleeome, will be found beuetlcial ; so, also, equal parts of 
lemon-juice and water, dabbed upon tho s]yQt with a bit of rag, 
vill, iu many cases, wholly quiet the itching. 

When the eruption attacks tlio sciotuin and thighs, it is nearly 
ii9el(!ss to rely on more topical applications. The patient re- 
quires constitutional treatment. TIiq lirst of such remedies in 
importance, are moderate saline cat-liartics, provided tlie patient 
is of a full habit. If of an opposite constitution, aperients will 
be siilHcieiit. Iu all stages of tlie eruplion, a free state of the 
bowels should be uiaintained. Tho nliiuoutarj canal can be 
made to perform cscellcut sei-vice to the skin, ajid should never 
bo allowed to icmaiu idle a singK; day. The uropoictic appa> 
ratua may abo be employed in tlio work of. relieving the cutar 
ticou:^ vessels. I have dorived advantage from tho use of hittcr- 
ewoet and common yellow dock-root combined as follows: — 

ft, Solaid Dulcnui.iDP, 5j- 

Fulvcris lUdicia RumiciH Obiusifuliw $ 8«. M. 

Let those ingredients be put into a quart of water, and sioi- 
mcp over a alow fire, until tlio water is reduced to a pint and a 
half. Strain the ducoction, and direct the patient to take an 
ounce of it three times a. day. The quaiitily may be gradually 
iucrcaBBd, uidess some unpleasant efFucts, &iich as vertigo, 
nausea, or palpitation, are induced. AlVer the decoction has 
been taken for two or three days, its influence is usually mani- 
fested in a docidod manner by tho increased action of the Itid- 
neys and Imwels; and amendment of tbe cutaueous affection 
follows very sooa afierwurds. 
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l^e liquor |>otas£A and tlie ar[ua acetatia ammon!iB art like- 
'Wise remedies wliidi ougbt not to be omittod. Either of 
tbom inaj- bo taken in liberal doses, unloss some known cir- 
cumscanctf should exist to contraindicatc tholr use. In regard 
to Uio employment of areonical prcparatJonH, the course recom- 
moiided in herpes prE&piitialis can be prescribed with equal 
advantage iu eczema of the same or Dcighboritig parts. 



CHAPTER VIIL 

TERITABrLITV OF THE BLADDER. 

In some cases of blennorrliogia vliich bccomo ehrouic, a 
cortain arnoiiiit of irritability of the bladder is indnccd, which 
often rcquiros medical treatment. Persons of a nervous tem- 
porament arc pnrticularlj- UaWe to suffer from thia affection, 
wliilo tlioso of a robust, Bangui neons conslittUioii, are more 
disposed to cystitis or iiiflaiuuiatioii of tlio bladder. In irrila- 
bility of tliEs visciis, the tiiucous membrane becomes morbidly 
MnHJtiTO ; and tbc jire^^eiicc of llio urine is quite insiipportaMe. 
The patient conqtiains of a sense of uneasiness in tbe lumbar 
region, about tlie verge of tbe anus, at tbe extri^mity of tlie 
poiii«, and above tbe pnbes ; be is coutiuuully haunted with 
a dci^iro to pat^s nrinC, and unable to endure tlie smallest accu- 
mnlation of this fluid. It is seldom that he siitTers much pain 
anywhere, but liis iicrvou!) (ly^tem is wrougbl up to a stato 
of coustant excitement. H<.> loses all relish for food, aud sleep 
di!p»rts from bini ; and if these abnormal conditions aro not 
removeil, tbe general comploxiuii of tlio tymptoins will simulate 
tlio8e of cyslilis, or what is still woi-se, llie latter disorder 
Vlll actually set in- In mere irritability of the bladder, tbe 
Bystom is rarely aflbeted ; wberoan in inflammation it la always 
involved. This i.t the rule, and bIiouU be borne in mind in 
forming the diagnosis. Simple irritation may al^u be known 
by tlio abfonco of that profuse secretion of mucus, whieh is 
a ju'oniiiioiit eburactt^ristiti of cutarrhus Toaica;. In the latter 
affuvtion, immeiisio qinnntitiee of thick, semi-transparent, tono- 
oioiiN mucus, and cou^nlubJe lympb, nccuiiiiilato in tho i>ladder, 
and frequently block up tbo urethral canal, so as to impedo, 
or wiiolly prevent, tbe liuw of urine. I^motimes the eomplaiut 
oxtondu to tlio itreterx and kidneys, which contribute u Khare 
of tho Becrutiuu that is produced in suoU extraordinary quau< 
Uliod. 
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In irritation, the urine is free from any admixture of blood ; 
io inflammation, it is more or lesa deeply tinged. In iuflamma- 
tion, there is constant and severe distress in the rectum, witli 
a sensation of h^ and throbbing in the part as well as along 
the course of the perinseum ; and if the surgeon make gentle 
pressure upon the supra-pubic region, the patieut will complaiu 
of lancinating pain, which is not the case wheu the viscus ie 
merely in an irritable state. In inflammation of the vesical 
mucous membrane, the symptoms, both local and constitutional, 
are all of a much more grave and intense character than those 
which prevail in uncomplicated irritation. 

An acute attack of irritation occasionally passes into a chronic 
state, and may lead to suspicion that a calculus exists in the 
bladder ; and this idea may surest to the surgeon the impor- 
tance of introducing ttie sound ; whereas, if this instrument 
be used, the chances are that it will excite inflammation in the 
organ, which has been thus needlessly explored. The patient's 
condition goes on from bad to worse. No stone is found; 
and a little reflection upon what has passed, and a more abid- 
ing and deliberate attention to what is present, will now enable 
the surgeon to form a correct diagnosis of the case. To such 
a course of procedure with such results as are here mentioned, 
tiie annals of surgery abundantly testify. 

The most salient points of difference between irritability of 
the bladder and a calculus within its cavity, may be summed 
up in a few words. In the latter disease, the moment of the 
patient's greatest suflering is afler the last jet of urine has 
escaped from the meatus iirinarius; whereas, if he have only 
an irritable bladder, the time of liis greatest distress is before 
the urine is evacuated ; and the amount of pain experienced 
will be in proportion to the quantity of urine contained in the 
bladder. If the medical attendant have a knowledge of these 
simple facta, he will have no occasion to introduce an instru- 
ment for the purpose of resolving doubts and arriving at a true 
diagnosis. 

When irritability of the bladder assumes a chronic character, 
it is one of tlie most formidable and dreadful maladies tliat can 
befall the patient. Ho is compelled to keep aloof from society, 
and his life of seclusiou is also a life of almost unremitting tor- 
ment. If irritation and inflammation coexist, as they some- 
10 
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timus do, tlio latter, being the more important of tho two, 
should ocuup; our chief atLeutiou. 

TREATMENT OF IRRTTABLK BLXDDER. 

Ill tlie aciito st'ige of titis disoase, tho free use of opiiim is re- 
quired. TIio admiiiislraliuii of an enema containing a draclira 
of the tincture uf ogiiiiui, is oiio of tha first things to be done 
vlicti the phygiciaii is called to i-elisve a. sudden attAclc of t)ie 
complaint. Should the case be very urgent, tha eiioma may be 
repeated iu one hour. No rcnicily is more certain or speedy 
ill im action than this. The taudanuin maj be put ttilo about 
Ihreo ounces of warm water. The patient should k«ep tlio 
reciimhtrnt posture. Fo mentations, as hot as can be homo, 
should lie applied to iho periiueum, the pube^, and hip.-* ; a 
varm-watcr bath, twico a day, will iilso matonully aid ia allay- 
ing the irritiiUlo condition of tho Uladdur, and will quiet the 
goin'rai iiorvous cxcilunitMit of the BuHerer. Aptirienls should 
he uduiiiiielei-od- in sulliLient (luanlilies to keep the aliiucutary 
canal in a suliiljle eundiliuii ; and for llna pin-poHC, small doiie^ 
of castor-oil wiil he finind better than anything else of tiio kind. 
It should he given in the early pact of the day. Its action may 
be promoted liy an enema of warm water. 

Tlie individiiai should occupy, if possible, a large, woll-veu- 
tilalod apiirtiiiciit, and nut hu subjected to tlie aunoyuncc of 
com[iiiiiy — not even that of inliiiiuto assodatos. His welfuro 
"Will he essentially enhanced hy having quiotnde reij^u around 
liim at ali tiuien. Ho sliiHild abstain from drinks as much as 
possihiti, oHpccially tlioiie that contain a large ainoiuit of sao- 
cliai-ine matter in soliilioii. EvL-n tea, colTee, and eiilk will bs 
iiijurions. Thuy tend lo increase renal action, and thus add to 
liis sufferings. If lie complains of thirst, cold water will be 
the best antidote. Lii^nor politssic, ten drops to a wine glass 
of cold water, or in as luneh weak hop-tea, every two or Ihrco 
bouts, will be found bcnelicial. A bH!*tei' Hliould be applied 
over the saernui or over tho piibc;*. The counter-irritatiou thus 
created, will be vor/ iLsefid, and no apprehension of straugury 
UOod ho entLTtained. 

To keep thu bladder in a stato of repose, a short giim-elaslic 
catlioter gUould he intrudueed m fur as the distal cud of the 
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urethra^ but must not bo allowed to enter the bladdflr. Tho 
length of the instrument should bo nine inches, which will 
correspond with the length of the urethra, almost invariably.* 
It should bo c&refiilly secured to a bandage carried l)CtwecQ 
the thigliR and around t)ic loins. Tho in^trujuont noed not 
be nHtliilrawu from t)ie urethra ofteuer than once in twenty- 
fonr hoiirH. 

A.U infustou of dio^ma creimla, taken freclr, cither aluuc or 
with decoction of pareira brara, has long enjoyed tlie rojiuta- 
tion of tranqiiilUxing ihe iocaX irritability when tlie discnso has 
passed into n chronic Hlato. Warm-water injoctioitH into the 
bladder arc ecrvtccable when much mucus i» present in the 
urine. Tlioy niuy bo employed twico in tho twenty-Four hours. 
If tho contents of tlic hladtler are offensive, ten or twelve 
drops of chloride of soda may he added to each ounce of the 
ii^oction. Nitric acid, in the pro)K)rtion of two drops to the 
ounCQ of water, is recommended by .Sir nenjamin C. Brodie 
and by Mr. Henry Tliompsou, m an injecUon.f Nitrate of 
silver has beeik catployed for the same puriNistK in the propor- 
tkiu of half a drachm to the ounce of water, in coses where 
tlie milder roniiit of injection fail to check ttie albuminous 
secretion into the bladder. The operation i* a painful one. and 
it is fru(|ucntly necessary to repeat it in four or fife days. Its 
eflbcts arc said to be, gencrully, highly beneficial. It iti best 
adapted to ca»UH rctjuiring u Flroiig, stimulating upphealion to 
tbo affl'ctcd or^n, as when tho mticous membrane is in an 
fttonic and relaxed condition, and when there is no evidence 
of any iiiftanintatory action. Injections would ba inadmittsible 
during the acute 6tago of the cumplaint; but in all chronic 
caee« tlioy are semceable, not only in relieving irritability of 
the bladder, but aho in removing any coUcicltoii of muciu that 
may be retained within it£ cavity. Tho best and most approved 
method of administering injections is the one employed by 
Mr. FergiiKton, which is, to introduce the water in a contin- 
uous stream by means of a double syriugo like ttint of a stom- 
ach-pump.} 

If tho complaint lerminatot in inflammation of the bladder, 
tbco, iu addition to tlie liberal u»e of opiate enemata, Iiot lAths^ 

■Aftkr Cooper. t Uncei, IflM. p. W4. I Milltr*! Surgery, p. 400. 
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&3i(l lilisters, as reooiiimciided in irritable bladder, it irill also be 
expedient to report Ui uiitiplilogtstic measures. Twcnt/ leeches 
may liu applied lo tliu poriiiicuni, and the bleeding promoted bjr 
warm-wntor romoiitntioiis. if the use of an opiate by the 
mouth be required, the sulphate of uiorpliia may b& aoIected:-~ 

R. Miirphiv Sitlphfttis, * . . . . gr. i^. 

Mistunr Camphorr, . . • S MJ- M. 

Dose. — One ilmchtn, pro ronatn. 

Ill a non-inflammntciry condition of the bladder, or when the 
inflammatory action liiis become cbrouic, tho balsam of copaiba 
slioiild Ijo prescribed with a view to arrest the formation of the 
tliick albtiiuiuoiis deposit. No romody more promptly chocks 
tliis morbid secretion than the balsam. It can be given in cap* 
Bides, from six to eight per diem, or in mixture with other 
iiigrL-diitiil!i,as lueiitioiied under tSio treatment of blctiiiorrhagia. 

If tbe iiritie should become acid, which can be known by its 
turning blue liLuiU!^ paper red, alkalies will be indicated. 

R. PotaasfT Cnrlxinatiii, 9j. 

Bynipi Aurnntia , ^ 5ij> 

Aqiin? S taa. M. 

To tlii« nilii ihe jMiwdcr of citric odd, gi. xxit. 

Let the patient drink the niisturo wbilo it ie effervescing. 
The draught is to be ri^ptiated S(n"eral times in tho day. LemoU' 
juice inukcE a good subsiiuito for the citric acid. 

If the urino bhould contain an excess of alkaline properties 
— turning red litmus paper blue — the dilute nitric ncid, to tlie 
amount of a drachm each day, in three gills uf water, should 
be taken in divided poiLions. Tlic wine of colchicnm, lUidor 
these circumstances, may also be prescribed with marked 
benefit. 



CHAPTER IX. 

EXCORLVTIONS. 

Stvplr abranioii of some portion of tim glans ponis, or of 
tbo mticoue or cutaneous suiTacc of tho prcpiico, is not an 
bfrequent accident resulting from sexual congrcns. The injury 
tikes place wliero there is a want of co-aptation in ttio relative 
size of the organs, or whore the jiartios oiignge in their amative 
embraces in an impoUious manner. Tho most froquont luuulity 
of tlie disease is near ihe frieiiiini. or just liL-hiiid the cojuna, 
among tlie glanduloe odoriforw. Att]i<>iig1i it i» one gf tho iioii- 
Bpeui5c afTections incidental to the venereal act, it is very apt to 
be viewed by the pnti(>nt with alarm, as hning ^pliilitie. Tlis 
excoriation if NHn(:timc:H Mliiuleil on the free edge i)f the pre^ 
puco, wpecially wlieii tlio latier is long and narrow, and dooa 
oot readily retract behind the glauG. Kncli a prepuce in liultle 
to receive tlia brmit of llio ofTort ; and tho scat of injury is along 
the Hue of union botwetn tlio two surfaces, ofLentir than else- 
vliere ; and leasl in frequency tlio Icaiou is mot wiih upon tho 
dorstini of the gintis ajid on the cxtcriiid Hnifairo of tlirt proptico, 
& few Vuieit from the orifice. When Rituatt'd within tlie pre- 
putial curiLy, tin: abra^iuini, if neglected, Kumetimes assume an 
appearance closely allied to chancres. Thoy ulceiatu, occai^ion 
little or no pain or Muiirling, uud iin; attendod with only a mod- 
erate inflammation. If early ti-catcd, tlicy can tin easily cured 
by simple applications; tint if allowed to take their own course 
for a week or two, iiiiinfluenced hy remedial means, tlm ^ore» or 
ulcoratione which form upon the aliradi^d wfiots nro oxti-oimtly 
reluctant to heal, — not on account of any peculiar, Imd quality 
iiilieroiit in Iheui, but partly hecaiit^o of the stnietnrcs in which 
lliey are situated, and porlly from the fuct that the secretions to 
wliicb tlio diseased surface is exposed keep up a inor'tid irrita- 
tion. Generally, there is but one irritated ptittli. The piiliiiiit 
Blatos lli&t it attroetod his attention immediately aflur the 

10* (»8) 
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exposure in which it origioatod ; and tliie' fact is important in 
aidiug llio uliysieiaii to distiiigiikli it from cliancre, at wliatever 
period lie may be cousulted in tlie case ; for llio latter affuction 
i.i nlwajs iiioro tardy in inainrestiug itself aftnr tlie appllcatiou 
of the caiiiie. If, wlieti tin.' medical attendant sees the individual 
for tliQ liret time, tlio part is in a stat« of ulceration, tlie intorvol 
IpcIwcuii the exposure and tlio durclapmeiit of tlio disease, is a 
point timt slioiild always be ascertained. If lie computes the 
time betweeji the eauso aud tiio effect by hours instead of days, 
it is alinoEt certain that thio excoriations or iileemtionB ni-e not 
venereal. It is worthy of recollection tliat the item oi lime fur- 
nishes Olio of the surest " rational signs " which the case adimtq 
of; aivd whatever tho auatouiical appoarancea may be, as sug- 
^jCKtive of the iiiittire of the affection, tUoy never, in ray estima- 
tion, transcend iti value tlie chronological evidence derived from 
tho |>atioiit. So far as physical characlcrs go, we are uijublo to 
distinguish tlieso sores fivin cliuncres, to which they Uftvo a 
strong resemhlanco in situation, size, etc. 

Ulcerations resulting from abrasions of the cutaneous surface 
of the prepuce, hv&r less rescmldaiicc to cliancros than tbo90 
Eitnatcd witliin tlie orifice. They are on a ptaiio with the 
adjucmit liGallhy iiilegumuiit, uiid of cuufko do not present the 
dcvatcd, sharp, perpL'iiJiculur edges wSiich cliaracierize chau- 
crus ; ]ior have they uuy indurated base, which many chancres 
have. They are irrogiilar in foj-m and size. After the excorio- 
tiou has lioalod, the iutegumcnt remains qnito tender for some 
time ; and a slight cause, such as IVictioii of the part against the 
clothing, iii suflicieiit to awaken the injury anew. Suvh relapses 
aro not uncommon, and they are generally vorse tliaa the 
origiual attack. Tho surface of tho execriatiou ia larRor, and 
the morbid action now reestaljlishcd is more dillicult to subdue. 
It may assume a chronic type, and givo rise to a sympattietio 
hubo III the groin, eo tliut the recurrence of tlio accident may 
turn out to he a most unforlunate event both to eurgeou atid 
patient. Ity it, the latter becomes disheartened and alarmed, 
distni&lB tho diagnobJB that may have been given in the early 
period of his illness, impugns the treatment adopted, and ex- 
presses a desire, perhaps a dideruiinatioii, to be treated for tho 
venereal disease, — a complaint which ho hag iiot got. Thus 




1 



ESCORUnONS. 116 

flto sargeott has a trotiblosome affiiir to maongo. Iii iUostratioa 
1 submit llie fulluwiiig 

Case. — Exroriation of prepuce — relapse — e-mption on the 
gUtns penis, and on the body, etc. — disagreement in diagnosis. 

Janvory 7, 1837. — A. B., ngod 19. Salesman. Flail intor- 
coursc Trilli a girl of the town on t!ie iiiglit of December 31, 
1&5G. Was oouscioita, before lie had completed the act, that liQ 
had wounded the prepuce. Next morning the part van swollen, 
and he discovered an abrasiou as lar^ce as tho thumb nail on the 
dorsal aspect of (lie external surfacL', near tho urifiL'c. By tlie 
use of a weak DoLutioii ofchlorido of soda, the injury was boiil«d 
in four or fire da}'». On the li}tli of January, the young man 
again called for treatment. He hud been acLivdy employed at 
his talKtni in a wlinlcsalv c^tuhlishmciit, and hin troubles had 
reappeared with increased severity. Tho excoriation now oeca- 
picd more or less of boUi prepiitiiil surfucus, and yielded a free 
exudation, which irritated tho adjacent parts not a little. The 
glaiis was uncovered nud inflamed, but there was no abrasion 
upon it, nor was there any urethral di^clmrge. 

Tlio patient was advitied to tmspuud 1iusi>ieBs and rcEiiitin ijulct 
Bt his boarding-houRC for a few dayf>. This he said Im could not 
do witliout the hazard of exciting suspicion op perhaps forfeiting 
bis clerh^liip. lie was told thnt f^implo ae lii^ lucal difficulty 
appeared to be and regally was, it would prolvibly rcti^ist all sottH 
(rf troatmoBt, unloss ho refrained from exorcise. Under those 
clrvuinstanceBdilfurent lolioiiH were urdorcd, and small doxe^ of 
the iodide of potaaaium prcKcribiid for internal use. .Vfter the 
potasiiiiim had boca taken for about two week:*, a slight eruption 
appeared on the face and chext. This salt was di^col:ltin^lod, and 
tli6 arseniate of iron, in the dose of one seventh of a grain each 
day, w« Bulfstitiited, Tho Iwwels were kept free by salinos. 
For six weeks this treatment was assiduously puntinid to no 
good purpotiO. Tho inguinal glands becamo eidarged and ten- 
dor. On the glans, minute veRicnlo-pustules appeared from 
time to tJmo iu sueuossive crops. Triviul fluctuations of amend- 
inont and rolapsc took place- Sucb is iLic liislory of tliQ caso up 
to liie mortiiug of 

Fcbmarp \Oth. — At this date, numerous well-defined, scar» 
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lot-cfllorod, orytlicmatous Uotehos -were seen upon the tnink, 
liips ttiid Uiifjlit^, tliuiiljurs and ariiis. They were totally difler- 
eut, ill appeamjicc, from tlio eruption epoken of above, iu con- 
nectiou willi llio iiso of tlie iodide of potassium. Notliing like 
a ]in|iiilc coiiid be felt, as in liclieo, or in receut examples of 
psoriaKiB guttiiLu. They woro oil a level with the atijacont skin. 
What gave rise to tins blotchy condition of the integument, 1 
am tiiifiUi; to say. It remained about tUreo weeks, and tlicn 
ditsappearcd, Tliree or four soroa broke out just behind the 
glftiis penis, flud two-siunll ones were porched exactly on the 
corona, and the whole gimis was iiifliimcd. All these pluiuom- 
Ciia, together witli the diiiiGiisG of tliu prepuce, tho tiimcfuctioa 
of tJie inguinal gl:iibds, and a soreness within t)ie buccal cavity, 
of which lliu patient eomplaincd, preseuleil an t'usemble of 
Byiajitonis alliud lo real syphilis. A crisis liaiipened to-day. 
Thu patient informed mo that, although 1 had assured him that 
IiIk conipt.iiiit was not voiiurcul, a certain rospeetable physician, 
whom he iiniued, had casuatly heard of his condition, and had 
said that such a case must be syphilis and nothing cho ; and lie 
(tho putioiit) dL'S'lrt'd that I would treat liim for C/iai. I de- 
clined, and the patiout waa dissatisfmd. I projKised that he 
should call at iniii-day, wlien I would oxiiibit hiiu to kouiq of 
iny medicnl friends. .Tiiree came, examined the case, and, euro 
euougli, decided that it was syphilis. TJuis, 8eomiiJf?Iy, the 
tables were fairly turned against me. In the evening, Die 
young mail called n^niii. I lufurniod him of thi» docltion, and 
told him my i»wn views wore not cliaiigcd. To put an cud to 
tho question, it was nuw agreed thai it be referred to Dr. .S. D, 
Town^eud, Senior burgeon of the Massachusetts G^cneral Hos- 
pital, who pronounced it to he non-venereal. The patient's 
miitd'was at rt-st. He agreed to keep liouse, according to pre- 
I'ious advice, and was directed to dress the penla with a weak, 
blask wash; that is, Bss. of tlio suhmunalc to $ iy. of lituc- 
water. Tliis he did, and in bIx days was well. The foregoing 
casB is not devoid of instruction. 

If the surgeon is consulted hefore tho cscoriatinns have 
advanced to a state of ulceration, local applications will be 
sufficient to cure the [mtlcnt at once, in all ordinary cases. 
The chloride of soda, (Injidanl's extract, or dry lint, as recom- 
mended for preputial herpes and eczema, will accoinpllsb all 
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■needful parposw, Should olhcr local measures be required, 
tlie foUowiug lotion will be found useful : — 

R- I.ii^uoris Potann, 3j- 

Qtyet^rinff' 

Acidi Uydrocwitd, tl, - ■ ■ ■ 3 y. 

Aqna! FooUnir, S >f ■ M. Lotivn, 

Tins will allay tlie itching and Binartiiis, and may be kept on 
the part &3 a dressing. Oiled oilk. ur gutta peruha tissue idioiald 
be u»ed as an eurelop. . 

R^ Liquorii Plumbi, . Sj. 

Vini Opii, 3^' 

Sjiiritiiii Kvotiflcsli, . .' 5 j. 

Aqua> SiT. U. 

Tliis last lotion is a good remedy in cases characterised by a 
liigh degree of inflammation. Tlio liluck wash, of llie strength 
mentioned abo%'c, is likewise a valuable topical applieation 
where the affection has become chronic and the inflammaliou 
fcvble. The black wa^li, of niasiinuin strength, is apt t^i pro- 
duce a luSnutv (jrnption on the gtuiis and prepuce vv-licu applied 
to Ihcso parl». \t night, the becizuatcil zinc ointment will bo 
appropriate. Tlio parts siiould bo soaked, in wator, as warm as 
oau be home, three or four times during llio diiy. If ihe ulcer- 
al)OM9 pertinaciously uiauitaiu their ground, the diliilu nitric 
acid or tlio tincturo of muriate of iron will coitstituto a suitaldo 
internal treatment. All stimulantB, externally or internally, 
vill only exasperate the morbid eouditioa. 



r 



120 




GONOIUUKEA AND STPHILIS. 



At 



dashing or icod water upon the parts U alito beneficial. 
night, uamphor and upium will be sGrviemiblle. 

Must men wlio are alHictetl ivilli urotliral pains ore of a 
lijghly nervous t«mp<jrsuiieiit, and rcf^uiro to have tlie mind 
iKionjiiod in some agreeable pursuit, whicli will tend iu no 
Einall degree to promote a cure of the local difTiculty. 



CHAPTER XL 

SPEKMATOBmiCEA. 

Tftk term spennfttoprhoptt» as employed by most medical 
writuni, ojid as understood by medical i<cliolHrs, lias liccn 
brought to signify in voluntary eniissiocis or semiital fluid, ro- 
curring at suflicleiitly tVoqiiQiit iiitctvaU to doraiigo tlie geiicriil 
health. According Ut linllonifiiid, howover, all excessive geiier- 
alivc secretions arc to be regarded as spcnnatorrliara, in wlial- 
«Ter manner tlicy may take place, and wlietlier they have 
iMfriiiged upon the integrity of the siyatem or not. Thia sig- 
nificaliou and U!^ of the word lit convuniont, atid is applicable 
U> alt cases that ])reseiit thomselves fur treatment. 

Some iudlviduaU listen to tlio note of alunu at an early 
period, and tlie first morbid pEictiomcim of llm kijid now 
under coneidertition aro viewed by them vith n just ajipriibon- 
sioik ; and, in anticipation of a tram of mental and phytiical 
evils of direful import, tlicy have tlie diRcreticm to mako known 
tlieir condition to somo medical adviser, und to rocoivc from hioi 
words of salutary admonition and counsel, and tlius escape im- 
(lending rniu. 

Involuntary dischargee of the ajicruiatic substance liap[)eu to 
a m^ority of tlio male »cx from the time of pubcHy to old age, 
when it ceases to bo elaborated. The moat continent and [)ure- 
mindud men occasionally fnid ttiemselve>i subject to erotic 
dreams during whivli the event here alluded tu titkes place. 
Sometimes enjissions occur without the cuincidonco of hiseivious 
dreams, — at least, the individual is not conscious of them when 
he awakes ; and he is surprised to find that the spermatic prod- 
uct lias escaped widle his faculties have boon wrapped in pro- 
found Bleep. Tlic^e remarks aro applicaljlu to those tbut are 
in a state of wedlock as ut^ll ati to tho^e wlio are not, although 
to tli« Utter they aro particularly pertinent. They are intro* 
duoed here, uot because such infroqueut eominal ovacuutioiis 
• 11 (IMJ 
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really amount to disease, requiring medical prescriptions or 
nirj^cal atteutiooe, but because wq occajdoiiallj' meet witli mon 
of good intellect and high moral worth and retiiiemeiit who, in 
coiK^eqtienve uf this uceidoiit, sutfer much mt-iitnl distres'tt. 
amouiKiiig to profound meUiichnly. Tlicsc cases demand both 
moiul aiid medical treatment, aud should enlist our best cfTort?. 
Somo men affi;ct gnmt iiidifTuronce aud even aversion lo iiidi- 
■viduals who are in a suffering condition from the disease under 
consideration. Huoh paticnlF, although tliey may bo reapiug 
the rewards of their own folly, are, neverttielcss, llic Tcry ones 
who have sjiecial need of con-ect counsel, aud are, for the uoHt 
part, ill JuKt the frame of mind to ai)tireciato a word fitly Bpoken 
fey a kirid-hcai-tod, judicious medical man. They require skil- 
ful ninnnEenieiit also, and, if driven from Ilio consulting-office 
of the regular pliysiciau, will iinwittinfrly place ihemselves in 
dangerous liands rather than siiffor on nluiie. "It has always 
ftppoarod strange to mo." writes Mr. Milton. " that this affection 
should remain abandoned by the profession to a few bulitary 
eijccialists, and for the benefit of the vile harpies who prey ou 
this class of rictinis. Surgery, which Ims wrested so much 
from the hands of oiupirieiFm aud ignorance, sooms disposed lo 
yield up this as if it were debatable land, to chance, philosophy, 
■uttc;r neglect, or «|nackoi y." Mr. Curling holds eimilar news, 
as in tho futluwiiig stmtL'uco : " Medical men arc too apt to treat 
the Complaints of such patients lightly, making no efforts to 
allay their anxiety, — a roiirso wliidi oflca leads ihcm to apply 
for aid in illcgitimato quarters, and to become Uie victuDs of 
'unprincipled men." 

I shall never forget the case of an estimable young gentleman 
who consulted lue n few ycara ago for what lie called semiual 
weaklier, lie liud completed his coUegialo education, and was 
engaged in a prurosNionat course of vtudy at a higher institution 
remote from the city. lJi» head was so filled with a wild delu- 
Etou iu regard to his proerealive system, that his ability for in- 
tellectual oniplojincn t was sL-riousiy impaired, and he wa.i every 
way miserable. He told a doleful story, tho mm of which was, 
tlial bis present state was t)io re.sult of " chiromama," or Military 
Tice, of which iu former yt-iirs ho had l»c«n guilty. He was 
Cuniliar with rarious traiby books on tlio evild arising frum tlie 
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practice, and iras fearful tlut he had to far ciifeeVlcd liis intel- 
lectual and pliysical un«rgi«» tltat he itiiould not be fit for anj- 
thing in future life unlciis lie could ohtAiii speedy help. He 
waa uf a steiider fi^re, dark compleiion, pale and dejected, 
and Ilia couuteoajice was the model of deiipair. lie complained 
<jf sundry anomalous feelings in the urino-genital apfjoratus, 
thought the to«ticular oi^ns and their corporeal forces were 
gradually diminishing, and believed that they wuuld suon en* 
liruly Wiuto away. Uis apjictite waa |)Oor, buvruls tluggi:<h, sleep 
irregular and unrefroltiiig; he had lieodaclio and involiititary 
wminal emiitsion? ahont once in tlio vcck. lie had coaio u> 
Boston as his city of n^fiige. It wa.s apparent that tlie trouble 
in litis case iras chiefly mental, and that to dispel the halluciua- 
tion which haunted his mind was the principal work to ho done. 
He was assured that all vas right and safe within the scrotum, 
and that the uociurnal accideiiU were not i>uOicieiilly fn-quunt 
to require any special medical trealmeut, Tlic plan prr)[iom:d 
fras tliis: A generous diet, Imtliiiig in cold waler, uad drink a 
bottio of Congress Spring water every morning, excrcimj iu th« 
open air in all good weather, read no more p»«udo-pUy»iiological 
books ; early to bed, and early to rise. He was advised, in 
bliort, to pursue a cour.se that should combine the advanUiges 
of recreation and the a|)|iliaiices of health. The patient guiiiud 
in appetiti! and Al'sU : the muturial functions of the system be- 
came natural ; despondency soon guve pluco to hope ; and, 
after a sojourn iu tlic city of a few weeks, ho relumed into 
tlic country mith iniciuljurrus^uil uajKicity for study. In a few 
months he wn« cidleil to fill a position in a literary seminary, 
where he sUll remains, distiugui&bcd as a man of letters and 
iofluenoe, 

CiDses. — One of the most prolific nourccs of thi-i derange- 
ment of the sexual syi^tum is to he found in masturbatjoa. 
This habit is usually formed at an curly age, and while the i>oy 
■8 aUunding hciiool. lie is generally induced by older boys to 
resort to titillation simply as an affair of sensual gratification, 
witliout haring the shglitcst idea of llic terrible conseqnoiicos 
which it may entail ujtou his ithysical and mental constitution. 
The precocious and laticinathig excitement once experienced, 
and its repetition invited by the contagion of bad exuniple, the 
f 
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lad Boon sitrreuders liimftelT to ft frequent indulgence of the all- 
abeorbing and futnl propensity, until morbid tiyu)[itom<<, of vari- 
ous kinds and degrees of soverity, are induced. The idea of 
seir-abuse liauuts liiin whenever lie goes uud in whutvrcr lie is 
eii;;aged. Ho loses Iiis ability to resist tlio promptings of the 
baiiofiil passion, and Becks every opijortunity to rcprodrtco the 
plcasurablo sensaliotis. The coiistatit drauglits made upon the 
nervous energies, bring exliaustioii and iiTttabiiily upon tho 
wlicrlo corporeal organization ; and it is not lonj^ hefwre the 
OMsnared victim oxliibits mournful evidence of declining hoaltli, 
as a matter of course. The brain is usually the lir^t organ to 
give indications of disturbance originating in the debasing liabiu 
Among the injni'ious eOects exhiliitcd from day to day, may bo 
nifijlioued lat^situde, dejectioti, failure of nppelite, and of mus- 
cular vigor. Somet-imes the boy becomes ]M>tiLlant and exceed- 
ingly irascible; and tlic impnl^ie of temper is occasionally eo 
intense that he is L^xhuustud from ils indulgence, and the admin- 
istration of hUmiiluntH is rwjuirod to relievo the Berious deprie»- 
aiou iiito whieh he has fallen. In ullior iiistimoes, more fro^juent 
tlmii the above, the mind sinks into an absolutely stupid condi- 
tion, which gcl^ a fu-m liold, and lie has neither tlic dlspoHlion 
nor ability to engage in tlio customary sports and otbor iiirioceiit 
emfdoyments of his age ; his sleep is bi-okon, lie becomes pallid 
and wastes away into a slate of marasmus. In some instances, 
violent palpitations of the heart come ou suddenly, threatening 
almost instant death ; or cfiileptic convulsions and idiocy ensue, 
unless the toils which hold the infatuated vietima in tJieir em- 
brace are eifectually destroyed. 

Dcrangeinenls of the eystem, analogous to those which are 
seen in the male sex as a consequence of masturbation, are 
also observable in females who are the subjects of nympho- 
mania; and these morbid conditions, as physiologists have long 
ago announced, and as daily ob^urvation confirms, are induced 
by over-taxing and exhausting the energies of tlie entire ner- 
vous fabric ; and not because of any waste of spermatic fluid, 
for this is impossible. "The high degroo of nervous excite- 
nionl," says Carpenter, " which the iict of coition involves, pro 
duces a subsequent depression of corresponding amount, and the 
too frequent repetition of it is pmdiictive of consequcuecs very 
injurious to the general health. This is still mora tho caso vitb 
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the solitary indulgence which (it is feared) Is practiced b/ too 
many youUis.*' 

In adult life many causes are siiflicient to excite spermator- 
rhea, cspocially iti iudiviiluals Qiiduwod with a peouliarly deli* 
cate constitution or ait excitable temperament, lii the»o pcri^ons, 
the vesiciiis; semiimlcs acquire the liabit of coiilractiiig tlioui- 
telvos under tJie iutlucuco of cxeitetuciit letw energetic than 
usual, and quite abuoriually so. A diBteiidcd bladder, a bed 
loo warm or loo »ioft, Ij'i'ig ou the Imck, warm or ttiiuulatiiig 
driiLkit, etc, provc^« involuntary omissions more readily thau 
ibeyot^ht The intimate and reciprocal relations hetwccii ihg 
TerioaUs seminales and the briiiii, indiico lascivioii!:! dreaim, ici 
plus de*9fdonn^s, under the slightest direct or indirect oxcita- 
meiit of the genital organs, and iiievitaLlc polliitious rrmii the 
rejiroductiou of all tlie ideks wliioh arc connected wiLli those of 
generatioa.' Faical accumulations in the rettutii, and the 
prescucc of aaicarides are to he reckoned uuioug the luccimuical 
causes that oeciuiuriidty give origin to this disease. A viiricose 
state of the luemorrhoidni veins, by exciting disttirbiince of tlio 
adjacent part!<, will sometimes create undue activity iu the seoi* 
iual apparatus, and pietcniatunil secretion of the spcrniatio 
fluid take^ place. Pnirittis ani in aiiotlier abciormal ciicuiu- 
stanco, which, in some individuals, exerts an intlueikce in stim- 
ulating the ruiLi'tii>[) of the generative organs tu an innrdiimte 
degree. Otlicr morbid conditions abont tlie anal region uiuy 
exist, and operate as czcitunts of frequent ereutions and iioo 
turiial emissions. An iiiHaiuiuatory state of the urethra, uhethcr 
arising from gonorrlioea or otherwise, is one of the most froquent 
causes of the malady under cousideration. The inflammatory 
action, commencing in the mucous moiubrane of the canul, 
oxtonds to tlie contiguous »itriictures, as the prostate gland, 
ve^cuUc seminales, and porlmps even to the epididymis mid 
testes. IiiQammaiion or irritation of the bladder may albo bo 
iDCtitioncd us now and Ihon giving rise to ^pcrmatorrlivca. 
Dalliance with woraeUi and inordinate iiiJulgenco in the vcn- 
er«al act, are fruitful causes of tlie complaint. In illustration 
oi tills last sentence I must hero introduce a reuiarkablo 

Cask. — I once kitew a married luan, who was obliged lo 

* Vide LdlliTtnaiKl. vol. il . |nj;L' 33T. 
11* 
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maintain an unceasing warfari) against \ih voluptuous propeo* 
mues, or ratlier, 1 sliciild suy, liis sensuoiiit dcdrcs wore con- 
stautlv goading liim U> cunimtl tlio venerciil act. Ilv hail a (all, 
liliindcr, gaunt frAino. was well fenced in with bones, but was 
far from beinf; robust. Tlie conformation of tiis head was 
thought, bjr some, to afford aa iUustraUon of the theory of 
Hpiirzhciiii, thiit tlio uLTcbullum ii; the organ of sexual impulsea ; 
and 1 well remombi-T that tlio disciplos of this Gorman phil- 
osopher were wont to cite tlio singular cranial deTelopiuenl aad 
tho wcU-kiiowii currcs^tondi ng mental peculiarities of thu man 
who is the subject of tins uarratloti, an lending support to tho 
]>rii)ciplos of plireiiolog^'. lie was looked upon as the incarno- 
tioQ of ht&t, and, liko the moth of llie silk-worm, lie diod a 
martyr to his ruling pu^aion. He held a fair standing among 
ccrtuiii clnc^cs of the commtmity, although as to his faiLlifiil 
adherence to the marital pledge, the hird^ of tho air sometimes 
cairii'd HOWS, So far as related to his wife, it is certain that he 
liad hut litlh; cmitrol over his venereal desires, or over the 
excessive indiilgani-a ihercof. So insane was lie at one poHod^ 
tlmt he could not kj muclt as take her hand, or f^it on the same 
sofa with her, without beinfr overtaken hy the surges of (jassioii, 
and experiencing all the phenomena that attoud the complete 
eongrciis of tlio soxos. These faets were couimuiiieated l»y llio 
putivnt to several medical gentlemen, whom he consulted occa- 
sionally ill rcfcrcnco to Uie exuborauco of his animal feelings, 
the gratificatiuiis of which he fure:^aw would ultimately sap ihe 
vital orgaus, am) bring him to an ignoble grave. IJ is forebod- 
ings were verified in the meridian of life. His insatiable appo- 
tite was destroyed only by the hand of death. 

A great difTurvuce obtains in different constitutions in regtrd 
to tho cotisvqueiiecs exerted upon tho system bjr inordinate 
indnlgeuoo in veneresl pleasures. Lallomand says : " I hare 
met with men wlio have given thviuselves up early iu lifo to the 
grcatci't abuses of uia»turl>atioii. and who have subsoqueutly had 
lunuy niit'tres.HO.H at the same timo, aud who, iu spite of such a 
mode of life, have beoii eaiuiblt; of coutiuuing it at sixty years 
of Kgt\ without their h^nlih sulfcriiig. I have seen oUiers the 
victims of most ob^tinatc ut,K-turual pollutions, following tlie 
nlightttit errors of their youth. Tbuso differDnees do not, by any 



Irieaiis coexist in a constant maniior wicli Oio»c otitwnrtl diaroo 

*Ur», which aiinouiit'O tko pretlomi nance of oiio of t]iu elements 
oeteriug into tlic coinposiliou of nil organs. — stilt less vitli the 
development of the frame or muscular ^j'steiii. Tiiu8 in the 
ittii^tiiie, Ijmphatic, or nervous temfieraaient, vritli a rolniKt or 
delicate coiistitution, the u^unl oi^ana majr ]>raf<ent all the 
rariettes of rolume, power, and ahility." 

The virile power in the male is not usually cstaliliflmd until 
Iho age of fotirteon or »xtcon years. Uiulor tlio influence of 
excitcmtint, the seminal glands miiy at an earlier period secrete 
t Tiscous fluid not L-ontaiutng ii|jermato2ua. In soiaa cases, 
howerer, the specific chanties vhich IjcUikeii, iinequi vocally, the 
tdvent of puberty, are veil pronounced iit boys of a few yours 
aid. An instance of sexual precocity in a boy of six years of 
fcge camo under my ohservatiou a few years since. The organs 
of generation began to exhibit unusual development U5 early ai^ 
llie eigliteenlb moiitli. At the aye of four years, the voice was 
on the baiM! key ; at five, the liuir itcgaii to grow on tlie pubcs, 
and at sis. the phyKieal organs hud attained llio usual adult hzo, 
and the child frequently gave evidence of strong sexual ta^stiiicts. 
He was the son of a refi|>eelable phyaiciau, and was in all par- 
ticulars well tu titled. 

The generative power may continuo, if not nhnsod, during a 
very long period. Undotilited iustjuices ofvu-iiity at the ago of 
one hundred years ojo on record ; but in these ciieos Iho general 
bodily vigor was prcsor\'od in a rcnjurkablo mannnr. The 
ordinary rule «ocms to be, that sexual jiowi^r \n not retained by 
the male to any cousiderablo extent beyond tlic age uf sixty or 
aixty-fire years. 

Individuals who are suflering, either In reality or in imagina^ 
tion, ftvm an abnormal condition of any jioition of tlic genera- 
tivo circle, not iafrwiuently propound to t!ie physician (|uesliun8 
more or leas related to the foregoing fact.*;, which, aUhoui;Ii more 
strictly belonging to the province of physiology, arc not out of 
place, it is believed, in the position as^iguod tliom in conueclioii 
Willi tlic main subject of this chapter. Other facts, akiu to llioso 
here introduced, might he presented, but their inultipliculJoii 
would boarccly increase the practical value of these pages. 

Lallemand mada a po§t mortem examination in two severe 
and complicated caseu of sporinatorrhcea, in which the (mtients 
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labored iiudor symptoms of cerebral eongestion before death. 
Curling sUtc^ that lii; lias iit oiic instance had aa opportuuitf to 
dissect ihfl |)tLi'L» alTeulcd by the complaint, in wliicli the patieut 
was coiiialobc for sevciid hours prenoua to di^solutioi). In all 
tlirce of tliu ciises wiiich ai-e here alluded to, tlie morUd appear- 
ances wero of tlie KOma L-liaractur. The mucous niemhnue of 
Uie prostiitiu part of tlie uri^llira was swollen and injected. TIio 
prostutc was nearly destroyed and eotii'urted into amultiloeuJar 
abscess, ur a itiiml'cr of alveoli or cells commutiiuatiiig with each 
Other, and the diseaiscd mucous juemhraue coreriDg it was 
riddled witli holes formed by an enlargement of Die original 
orifices of lite ^liuid, through which pus or altered secredoas 
escaped on preying the prostste. One or both veacula Eemi- 
nales were inliltnitod iritli pus, aud diojr walls Uiicfceued by 
iutlnmniulioti. The orifices of the cjuculatory canals were ea- 
larged and ubradcd. Whea the prostate is tfdeclod, &ligbt pain 
is occa^i<llled by pressing upon it through the rvcluin, aud there 
is UF^ually a dii^hnrge from the uretlira wheu tlte patient is at 
stool.' lu protracted cases, there is irritAlioo aud chronic 
inflammation of the posterior portiou of the uretlira. Th« 
iiitroduclioii uf tho catheter gives pain, tlte jntieut retains tb« 
urine with difficulty, and it is sometimes tinged with blood. 
Tliis morbid condition of the canal tends to excite ^minal dt»* 
cbar^*^ to keep alive a inuu of lascivious desires, aud to cauM 
the putii-nt's mind to U; occupied with tmagiiiary scenes of seii- 
'eual gTulilication, to tlie exctii&ioa of almost every other 
BU Inject. 

Trkatmes-t op SpERMATfttuUKEA. — If we could rely with 
confidonce on the repre^MiUtion? made by tbe patient relative 
to tlic Uvif. ill his case, we j'liould. u mMlicml advisers, cxperi* 
«ttc« less difficulty tltaa wq now do iu dinrctiag the proper 
courM" of trt^auuciit. But. uofortouately for the parties ooo- 
oerued, it uneii tv<.iuires the itupfuuity of (he most, expert taeti- 
oiau to niiUH'w ilie tnith frum efror. The patient does not 
hteuiioually aim to Micrtpramat or deceive; nevertbelcss, if 
allowed 1i> toll hi? own 5h.WT without iutermplMO, be h proae 
to hriu^ liorwaid all wamivc' of vagartM ; and «• fetl oompeUed 
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trary mnj Iitkvo b«en obsoirod {n many cases ; but has then not 
bc«ii a little oxaggoratiuii ? " 

Let us HOW suppoao a siniplo case of spcrmalorrhoea, The 
aocideiitcoiisiitutiitg tlie discaso liuppciis ut irregular intervals; 
S0in«tinieH, oiicn evoiy nij^ht ; Jit otiicr inxtimcus, orieiicr. TliU 
slate of things uMtally contiiiiies for a few months befora tlie 
patient begins tn realize that liis licalth is declining. For a 
lirac, a sense of moJcsIy or slmmo prevents liim from making 
krivvrti his compliiiut, but as its dobilitating cffoutfi continue, Aud 
pcrliaps acciiiniilok\ tlio system ^UKtaitis itself witli less ability, 
tlie syniptonis grailiially auf^nicut in riolenec, and an iticroasiiig 
apiiieheiisioti of dmigcr at luiigtU drives lUo viutiui to the physi- 
ciaii. The first tiling to be done vitb reference to trealment, is, 
to ascertain, OS far as prauticable, the actual condition of tlie 
iirino-gt'iiitJiI system. In ordinary cases, a careful examination 
will convince ibo practitioner that no organic change Inis tukcn 
place. The urethra, pr&statc, blsidder, and vosiciilaj euininales, 
give no evidence of uiiatomicul lesion. In soiiio of these organs 
there exists a morbid irritability, and nothing more. It is eo- 
couraging and gralifjin); to the medical attendant, and should 
be to the patient, that no struclnml tiiseo.'^o baii occurred. The 
excessive irritability of tijo parts is, however, in some instances, 
no trilling circnm>ULnce to deal witli. jVltliough not llic origin 
of the i?|ionualorrhu;u, it now acts as tlie exciting agency of tin 
accident; und the hope of preventing this mn»t re$t on the 
roitnn'al of the local irritability. Moral iiygienio regimen must be 
asMociatL'd with jiliysical ntenns. IJotli classes of remedies, pay- 
chulu^^ical and plianuaecuticul, arc eiLUally uiid properly withm 
the ]i mils of our domain; und the one, ns well as tlio other, 
should he sinnmoned to our ai^sit^tniico. No two patients ara 
precisely alike. Every case must, tiierelore, he nuiiaged accord- 
ing; tu its {twn pecnliaritics and merits ; and in the treatiueiit of 
the ciiiises, as well us in the treatment of the symptonia of the 
dt$ordi>r, the mcdiL<al alleiidant will do well to gain an insight 
into the mental constitution, tiic peculiar habks of tlntught, the 
porsoEiulily uf the patient. To carry out a dcfinito and judicious 
plan of TLMnoiIinl dietetics and projihy lactic* for llio mind, is ns 
essential fts it is to recruit llio strength and ennrgy of the phys- 
ical system throngli the combined agency of salubrious air, 
cold aUutious, bodily exei'cise, and other restorative and 
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of liigli mora] importance, irith those wlio are of ft studious 
lorn of mind, although it must be coiil'e»ed tliat tlie nuraber 
of sacb is very limited, when compared with the large propor- 
tion of directly opposite character. This latter class, however, 
SMj be brought uiidor llio beneficial influence arinng from some 
•gr«eahle bu!>iiic«8 or task winch they can execute without 
exIiatLsting or greatly fatiguing the pliysicul or nwiital powers, 
such as gardening, Imnliiig, iislung, a journey, or a stmrl voy- 
age upon the sea. While I liuvc been preparing tlio cuuteiits 
of tlus page, a young geiittcmnn, — a student, — wlio baa been 
tinder my treatmcut for s^otuiiial weakncs»i, lias called upon rac 
to rcjMJrt his condition, tie )iaa spent llic la;^t bis. week:* in the 
country, and haa been pleaiiantly aud actively engaged every 
day in various recreations, — mnwing, raking, and pitclihig Lay, 
hoeing corn, gardening, fishing, swimming, hunting squirrels, 
and the like. At night, he occupied a large, well-ventilated 
room, lay upon a straw bed, aud retired aud rose at au early 
liour, without variation. He stales tlmt he is now in fine 
health, has had no sciduirI emissions for four wocks, has gained 
in flesh, his spirits are buoyant ; he is now, io fact, iierfectly 
linppy. To-morrow lie will resume lii;* studies, and, to use his 
own words, uttered in a most animated and joyous style, " he 
is ready for them.'* If tlie patient cannot avail himself of any 
of the foregoinij pursuits, let him devote a like amount of time 
to gymnastic cxuix-ise, verging even on fatigue. If he can be 
induced to resort to these regularly, and be encouraged to per- 
form athletic feats to as great an extent as may be prudent, it 
will be but a eliort time l)efore a decided amendment will follow. 
Indeed, iu all ordinary cases, a cure will be accomplished. 
But if, after a trial of a few wecke, the plans above suggested 
fail to remove tlie difficulty, it will then be advisable to vesicate 
the porhieat integument, or that of the sacrum, by mc-aus of 
tlie cantharidal collodion, as for the cure of gleet. The vesica- 
tory ouf-'bl to l>e repeated as soon as the skin recovers from the 
effects of the prvviuu:< application. 1 hare made repeated trials 
with the collodion. I have never known it to occasion the least 
strangiiary, and instead of fearing a friglilful exaggeration of 
the spermatorrhea, as Lallemand i>etxas to hare done, the sur- 
geon may look forward with the expectation of the most grati- 
IS 
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in dsiae in eerauB ease* cgmpHcated with dyspep M ft . These 
etjertiBB* OMf be partuQr obriabed l>r oombiaJoy villi it hyoe- 
^sana or eooiam. 

Tha oae of InpuUB, as an amapkndiiiae has latelf become a 
pofMiUr idea iriU] nwnf expemoced niea in the proressioD. It 
may IjG remarked of it ihat il is rametiines decidedly efficacious. 
Oiren in doe«s ranpiig frum cliirtjr to fixtj graiiis, iu sweet- 
ened irat«r, wlicu the puti«nt reiirtis for tlie night, it frequently 
Induces sound tleep, prevents erections, and lesscus the chances 
of ncniiiiiU ciiiiKiuns. Another poiut of importuuce may l>« 
jtrodicntod iii regard to il« properties: it docs not appear to 
iiiturforo villi llio healthy functions of the stomach or other 
diKe''[i^'u ("■HI"*- 'flKJ only imxniviiniciice mciitioned l»y those 
»'ii(» Imvt! liikcn it is a tcniso of drowsinoss and uiixleratu cere- 
linii |)li'lli(na fur n Iciv hours on tIbO diiy following its use. It 
ei.4rtiilii1y mix ii>i u liin-tnloKs iiinl qnitn eftiuiciit sedative or liar- 
cotii'. AiiitlliiT lliing ill ilM fiiVDr: ils (iin|iloyiuet)l is computi- 
l))u wlch that of loniw, i»r iihnoi'l iviiy gthor medicinal agent 
wIiIh'Ii il iiiiij' ho iJoonii'il iiilvioiililn l\> proscriliL-. 

'I'lin' lullnwhin liotd Innn l>r. Jihul-k Jiicksoii, of this city, 
rv«)>i>rtlii|t llio ti^o uf liipiiliii. will bo road with intore^: — 
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lo caMt of long itandiDg, in vhkli irritatioi] of tJie prostatic 
portion of the urethra bae become a well-nurkcd fnluro, tbe 
Dpfili cntioii of tlic nitrate of nKer fometimes answers a ralua- 
lilv piiri^uso ill rrmuvitig the irrit^le and seii«tire condition, or 
othrr Icwion tliat ma; exist in the urethra, at the orifice of the 
#ifiijiiiHl (Iiiut*, or in tlie follicles of the prostata gUiid. To 
ovuiv.iiine lliJH preternatural »;iisitiveDOs? ami irritabllilj of tliQ 
(inrlN, mil] thus hrcak the chain of morbid ph«nomenii, is an 
ItniMirlnnt m'lncviMn<;nl : and it is claimed It; tlie adrocates of 
LiiMi'iiiiLiicrH pliiM, that tliu nitrate will nccoraplish this woric, 
RMil il in iidiiiilli'il lliiil in xitiiiu eaGc»i its action is perfectly e^ 
loi'liiiil. Itiil till) o|H.>nuioii with the portf caustigue is oxtromoly 
jiiiiiifAil, iukI ii1:t(i hii/iu'dovis ; it lias not tlio merit of iiuifonu 
mifi'iiHf., nn<l il ilcma iioi BiiperHedo the necessity of other lucas- 
llnm. It KiniiutimoH git'os occasion for their most energetic iise, 
fur It U I'Hci'odiiijjIy Hjit tf> jirnvoko a hifrh degree of inflamma- 
llim, ami IIhtc in no cjduiilnliiig where it mny stop, or what 
fliinl mUoIiliif it may do. Tim application of caustic gently 
tilii|'Ii>y.id. mill iii.l ullitwod in iHimain in contact willi tlio parts 
ftir mini* iliiiii n Kt^n»u\ or two. may lie a safe arid justifialtle 
JifiMMidiiiT. It hit* Immi tliii* ust'd mniiy times wilhont any 
«nfiii linml«» ii^nltn. (1ii tlm coiilrnry, 80\-ere retention of urine. 
li«hM«filmiri«, 1111*1 tho tiuwt exmifliiling agony, and even ptric- 
»»»>. (wv.. h.<,<it |.p.uhu-.',l hr ihf porlr camti'pi': All these 
h»lTth|i> ellbiM* iiiH)' ftdlow. vrilhout oiio iota of benefit to tlie 
DHtUtljr fttp \\\<i I'MW ttf tthioli Iho caustic is lirought into the 
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leld of action. It is no more than truth to say tbat Lallo- 
i»J'b instruioont is now regarded with instinctive horror, a^iid 
as a batttarous weapon ; and its introduction into the urctlira 
of ttiij man should not bo altompicd until all other resources 
of surgcrf have Iweu aijpcaled to in vain. 

lujeclioiis of miit;ilage, containing oiiq grain of opium and 
two grains of the acetate of lead to tlio ounce, are ofton atlondod 
with good effects, and aro worthy of a trial. Tlioy are free 
from danger, they give no jtain, and may be repeated every 
three or four hours during the day. Water om{>loyod as an 
itgcctiou has a soothing efTeoL, and is applicalilu to nearly all 
coses. It may ho used as warm as can lie bonio, and may be 
repeated many times in the day. Let it reach the whole length 
of tlie urothra. As valuahte adjuncts, small doses of cubehfl 
efaould bo administered internally. Tlic intuiction of vcratrine 
and belladonna upon the poriiiajura will somotimeM bo of service 
iu relieving pain, and allaying the irritable condition of the 
organs : — 

R. Unifuenti BeI!ailoijn» S >*• 

VMbtJW, 9m. H. 

Iu some iiistanect., the patient Hutfers from an irritable state 
of tlie kidneys and bladder, accompanied with cuiiHtant dra^ 
ging pain. Under such circuius lances, a cuinbinulton of tlie 
tincture of hyoHcyanins and camphor will form a good sedative, 
which may ho administered at bedtime : — 

H. Mueilnginiii Acuiw, $■*. 

Tincuin^ Hyotcjami S j. 

Sluturv ComphonF, J tj. M. 

]}0t& — Three dncliniii in Iiual-watcr or ric«-valfr. ThU may be repeated 
m two boura if the dndrMl rdivf be not re&lij»(l from the Qnt doac 

The bromide of potas»um exerts a powerful sedative effect 
upon tlie genital organs ; and it has been suceesnfully adminim 
tered in wvcrc cases of spcrmatorrha's, iu doacu of iifteen to 
thirty grains, in mucilage.' 

* The ofaserralkiiu of Thielmann and VbSn otafinn tfac above •tAtcmciil 
liUtix to the tLermfcutir ac^aa at the bramidcw 
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Qumbe, dUuls nitric add, tbe dncture or mnriate of iroD, 
the carbonate of ammonia, and the carbonate of potash are all 
modiciDa] agents of veil-known properties and utility, and can 
be Tariottsly emploved as the condition of tbd individual ma^ 
saggcst If tlie gmenl health should improve under any 
coarse of troatmont, let that treatment be continued. 

While to all forms of Fpcnnatorrhoea the most important 
remedial indication has reference to the amelioration and cure 
of tbe oonstitutioual effects of the complaint as displared both 
in the pbrsical and the mental fabric, the medical attendant 
vill take good care, fir^ of all, to disoorer, if possible, and 
rcmore, tbe primary cau^e. 

Tliere is great liability to a return of the maladjr even after 
the organs and tlie constitution generallr bare been restored to 
a sound state, and ^rcat watchfulness vill be requidte to keep 
ilie patient from falling into a relap«?. If Uiere be reason to 
sappooe that he is capable of succev^fully eugngiug in sexual 
intercourse, — if he be of Miilable aire to marrr, and if other 
orcnmstanccs converge to ibis [.■oini, — Uieu he mar with great 
pn^rie^ be advi^ to a^ume such relations ; ^r here ho will 
find the most elBcient remedv. and will be secure, if he can be 
anywhere, from tlio^ diabolical inSuences and temptations 
which gave rise to his disease. It so happens, faowerer, that a 
majoritr of jwuip men who are suKjo«t to frequent invuluiitaty 
cpermatic dischnr^e^ are not of ^litable aee, nor in proper ci^ 
cumstance^. to take upon theuaselres tbe rwpousibihties of mat- 
rimonial life. 

CxstRiTlos. — SpermatofThfra may he kept up by a diseased 
couditton of t)ie kidneys. tiK bladder, tbe pnytate gland, or 
iiretlira. In juvh instano«< the tes^twlw are not the offending 
org^m ; and !f the indiviJttal «t-re 10 be duprired of these 
glands, as a eurativo measun, succeev would not attend tlie 
vpmtiou. Mr. Wilson rvUtes an extnbvUitiary iustance in 
which l?ir Aslley Cooper was iudwoci ^' tx'moTe one testicle. 
Tbe opt^ruiou bnHu;hl uo ret»^f- Ki'^^r*!^ v-vuhmzation of the 
urethra was thi'u tried, but tu xmin. NV^t. the remaining tes- 
ticle was Ktaoved, bat with uo alWttathw t.'<r sytBpti.^ai$. Ereo- 
tkuts tiad tanfarioBS. Mh mviurwat *n4 dmrtMl, rvturued as 
»wa as the p«tieut rxvTvr«d ft\Mtt the wAubbmimo that UA- 
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lowed the operations. Tlio fluid ejected traa less in qiiaatiiy 
and altered in qtiulity from what it vns before castration. A 
cure was finally accumpliiiliud by establisliiug issuer with potasss 
fusa introduced bciieiith the intcgiiinent midway Lctwucii the 
anus and comiueiiccoiciit of the scrotum. In tliis ctLac, it was 
at la.<tt KiippoEod that tli« ditscnvu waei located iu the tcsicuIk 
sciniuales. Tlio patient was a raadical man. For several yoars 
he hud hueii tlie victim of self-abuso. hrouslit on hy had exam* 
pie at school, aad to tliia practJoo be altf ibutod his ufinuity. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

GONORRHtEAL OPHTHALMIA. 

This afiection is of rare ocoiirrence. Some surgeons who 
have seen itiucli of gonorrhoea, and its coiisequeuces, haro had 
no instauces of the friglilful forms of tlie malady mentioned in 
Blandara works, and they regard as almost fabulous tho Tivid 
dcsci-iplions of cases reported from time to tiraa !n the medical 
periodicals of the day. It seems a tittle singular that no edition 
of Hunter conlaiiis any allusion to tho malady until wo come 
to that hy Kicenl, vrho lias ineortcd a brief chapter on the sub- 
jcL't from Iiis own pen." Mr. Jolinson in liis work on gonor- 
rlicpa, givos us to undorctaiid that tlio popular idea relating to 
the afTfictioii is in most instances a luimbug; such calamitous 
results as arc detailed in eoino eurgjcal treatises having neTer 
been seen iu liis practice. Dr. Vetch, »Iso, a disiingiushed 
ophthalmic snrgcou, is FkcpLical on tho same subject. He 
reeogiiizcs contagion as a source of the disease ; but denies 
that the matter taken from tho uretlirs of tho infected patient 
can j>roduce any effect iu the same indiWdual. The incorrect- 
ness of this theory, however, is amply dcmocistralod liy tho 
experience of other surgeonSn. Some years ago, and almost 
siuiultauoously, two cases, which are in point, occurred in the 
practice "of Mr. Trarers at St. Thomas' Hospital in London. 
Iu Olio of those, purnlcnt ophthalmia commenced seven days 
after a gononhtBuI discharge from tlic urethra, Tlio iiioeu- 
lalion hapiwned thus: While the man was employed in 
breaking stones, and shortly after micturition, a particle of 
stone struck his loft eye, which lod him immediately to rub it 
with his fingers, Puin and ewclling of tho eyelids took plauo 
immediately, and the inflammation attained to sui'h a degreo 
as to destroy all vision in tliat eye in the course of au hour. 
lie cs[Mjrieiiced very severe pain in tho eyeball, the temples 
aud occipital rogioii, and also that souiiatiou of anlinato, cx- 



G0XORRH(E.iL OPHTHALMIA 141 




ttUBOia particles ou tlte coujuiictiva, so frequently observed 
ID miauuoatiuu of tliat meinbraiie. The cornea ^rloughcd away 
iBifev liars, tuid tlie lens aud a porttou of tlie viireous humor 
^ifwd. In Uie seowid case, virulent gonorrlKsal oiilitlialmta 
^n djjitiiictly traeod to tlia local appliuutiuti uf luutuir from 
tiit iiretlira. Botli eyes wcru implicalcd, mid in a bm-P pciiud 
Mit] blindncH fgllowcd. Mr. Tnivurs atatos ttial in ail casus 
it' ^oQorrliccal opKUialcoiti lliut wer caiao under Wit luiticii, tltu 
iJueaM had iia origin iu tlie contact of matter traiisrernid from 
Ibc uretlira to tlie eye Surgeons almost uiiivenaUy regard 
iooculatioD of gouorrliffial pus as tiic mu6t fcvqiiuiil cuu$c of 
llie o()lithaliiiia. Cases liavo beua known kii wliidi thi> cuui- 
(ilaiiit has been caused by tlio patient wa^liiiig liiii eyes in his 
urine as a cullynum, whilst HuQeriiig from bleiition-liagia. It 
is, on the other boitd, certain, tliat in thoueands of instances, 
persons vho are careless in their Itabits put tlie gonorrliceal 
■atter in direct contact willi the mucous nieintiranu of the t*yoH 
with impunity. Tliey nib and scratch thu lids without any 
v^pu^ to Uic fact tliat tlic fingers iiiuy be coated with tlio 
tints, but no harm cn»ue»; and direct cxjieriincnt!* of inueii- 
llting tltd conjunctiva with the morhirie urethrul discharge 
bare Culed to induce ill efTects. Patientii are aho constantly 
ruuniiig their lingers within the iia«al pa!«agi.i»« and pii^kiiig 
tiffi macoua surfaco, while, from tlie very naturo of things, tliu 
ends of their fingers are smeared with the gonorrliixal dift- 
ciiargc. And yet not moi-e than uuc or two cases uf nanal 
bleiinorrhagia have coino to my knowledge. On the cuutmiy, 
students, who have onTiciulcd an di-esHei*i« in gonuri'lneal 1:11^0.1, 
tad wasliur women, who hare liad charge of iha linen of fucIi 
iDdividuals, luivu fre<{ti«ntl>' been attuokeil, in a sudden inainnu', 
villi the moat viulent and malignant f<jnu of Uic complaint. 
In tlie geueriility of cuees, it is duvclopcd uiil)' in 0110 nyi at u 
time ; if it invades tlte second eye, it is after a »hort interval. 
In nine instaaces out of fourteen, recorded liy Mr. Lawrence, 
«nly one eyo was diseased. Iu the tno^l violent cases, tho 
complaint IniriiUi forth with extraordinary fury, advances willi 
npid strides, and entirely destroys the »igtit at an caily period. 
InHaminatioii, tumefaction, and chenntsiN uf the conjunctiva 
take place, and tlic Uds are.siM>n involved In acute iiifldmiuation. 
Cw cheiaosis becomes phlegmonous, forms u clo^e band around 
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tlio cornea, wliich is concealed and constricted, and is soon a£- 
fvctod villi doup ulcerations and sloughing; the Ions drops out, 
tlic \itroouM liiimor follows, the iris protrudos, and tliu remaiit- 
iiig portions of tlie eye collapfic within tliO socket, wliui'a Cliey 
are deeply buried by the closing up of the lids. AU this is the 
work of a fow days, 

Tlio true etiwlogj' of gotiorrliceal ophthalmia is ulill the 
thoiuc! of dis(!orduiit epeculalioiis and opinionH. 8otne of these 
riowB ara hcttar calculated to bewilder than to instruct. The 
mcaiiH of prupQgiitioii of the virus remain, to somo oxt«at 
at lcai<t, ft aeuk'd pioblcm, and as sucii tliuy must coutinue, 
until piLtliologicnl science shall have made greater advoucoe 
tliiin it has yet done. 1 ':4hiill not attempt tlic fruillei^s ta«k of 
oxominiitg all the various tlicoriocj that have been luaiutaiiied 
hy writers occupying dllTereiit etand-pniiits of ohfervation . 
Kxp4)i-ioucQ and conunuu stnise attribute the coniplaiut chietly 
to the inocLdaliim of the poison derivu-d from the urethra, or 
from nn oyo already involved in the disease. J^o long as tlie 
urvtiira yii^'KU ti pnruluiit Oi&cliatge, bo it a longer or a sliorter 
time from the eouuncnccniont of the btctiDorrhagia, it is double 
less capable uf generating an ocular lilcnnorrliagia also. Cut 
oven this idea is not witliont its diilicnitics; for when we cou- 
tidiT that in t1ic vast iiinjurity of ijii^Unices in which the ure- 
ihnil pus is brought iu contact willi tlio eyes, no morbid nctij>n 
fullou's, ve see that disease is the exception rather than tlie 
rule. The u]>litlialuiiii is cinifnicd almost entirely to thu malu 
etex. But wry (kw wulUiunrkcd instances have ever been tseou 
ill fomalo »tibjoet5. 

lU'.sidcs coiiugion, aiiotlicr mode by which bleniiorrliagic 
ophthalmia in believed Ut aritn}, is found in what is called 
Mfturlasis : a (orm, the prociso meaning of which is not fully 
Kjtivod upon. In this form of tlio malsdy, it i« supposed tlie 
jKitient KUtTurs in a luauuur analogous to tliose suceesuve at- 
tack.-^ which are oWervcd in rheumatism and goul;* and yet 
in ll)0 two Utter disoace^ it is vory probable tliat the vital 
lluid is ill an abnormal state, so Uiat any proof or argument 

* " In thcwv coDiplaints ttere b rrcty UiinK to show « inorbid condition of the 
Uood. vhicA H lurcka^^l with compoitmlt iif rariMn umI of niUogeti, and tiM 
IomI Ktiw ^ Uie cxpiT«'4on tai rSrct i-^MoatituiMiaat dcMriontian.'' — Johtt- 
am m Otmtni»A. &» «ko £mo»'< Cltmuby ^ ATm, fft 325. 
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derived &ckb tb« doetrioe of uia]«ef, UDonnts to lial« or 
nothing. PeHuipe u «tiBfiKloi7 an «XMU]ple u auv of what 
ii uuder^tood \n meta-^talic actioa, is to b« fouud iu caaes of 
CTnanclie fnrotnlea. Here the uiEsitmuumi, origitiftii iig or 
set U]i in one gUud, is traailaled to uiollier, and tlic saOuniiga 
of the testes in lite male, or of tlie mannoa in ttie feintle, era 
believed to take place in conspqiteDce uf sorae mjr$terioua oc- 
cult agency ihrovgti the medium of tlic nervous 'tissue. And 
DOW the query nggesiB itself, can tliis vitb any ehov of re^ 
son be said of bleuDorrha!*ic optithalmia? To me it seeme 
that there is not sulficieni erideoce to sustaiu the tbeory of a 
metastatic form of this disease. 

Sir Astley Cooper derived his notions from the statementa 
cf others; aaid was inclined to faror the dociriue of metastasis. 
Ricord fnenlcfttes the hypotltcns that tlivre are tlircc laricttes 
of the afledion : the conta^ous, the tDctai<tatic, and tltc tym- 
pathclie. Speaking of tlic second form, he Nip> : " Abemclliy 
admitted an irritative siat« in order to explain the develop- 
meat; tliis u what we understaud by meta-^ta^s. Tlie origin 
ef the term comes from the waudering character of the com- 
plaint ; it oscillates, dttappearing in otie fiace to reap(>ear in 
anotlicr, and in this r e epee t doe* it not r«seml>le a rheumatic 
kflectioo? I>o we not admit metastasis iii rhcuioatism ? " He 
argues, that beyond tbo poesibilit; of coiita^vu, putienttf ore 
found sfl^ted with ocular bleunorrbagia fullowiiig that of 
the urctlira; and that raefa rnnm are mo«t frequenik related 
toaoae rbeoatatic symptoms. Acton admits of but two vari»- 
ties, oae froai contagion, the other from melu^iaHs. ^r. 
Grarcs * is inclined to tlie belief that a ^pecim of ncvcre opk- 
thalmia may be generated throng (li<> m^'lium of Utc consti- 
tution iu perwus liablu lo gtxiorrhoeal rlieumati^iu or arthritis. 
Mr. Lawrence advocates a similar doctrine. Ur. Walton, rfr 
ferring to the origin of the d'lm^ane. says : •* To metasta^ia has 
it been attribtttcd, and wliat is stranger still, tliere is ' gonor- 
iboeal ophthalmia without metastasis or inoculation ' spoken 
of. By this is mcaat tliat tlie gonorrlicca and the o|>litliutnua 
are one and tlie same disease, and tliat witliout any invtasta^is 
or iuoculatioo, tone ftassas iiito tlie otlier. I baTo no faith in 

* Cbool Lcctam, Sod Ediiioa, p. 40L 
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tlio mctuHtasiM; mid as to Ibe last supposed mode or origiu of 
tlio diiiuftsu, I receive it ae a great twaddle."* Mr. Johnson, 
Bpeakiii^ of coiitaj^Loii and ofniotastaHiii, tcLls lu that hiu experi- 
ence iridi(ci>s him to extend a uunsideralile degree of iiitireduh'ty 
to the ordiimry agoiicy of cither, flis ideas of sympathy ore, 
that it nioaiis tiotUiiig, explains nothing, and implies iiolliiug, 
save that eiidi and such conditions often coexist. In some 
iudividitals. ho heliuvoM thoro oxiiils a coustitutioiial t«iideucy 
to the ophthalmic atTciJtioii. 

T take ploa:<urc iti transferring to theae pages the foUoviug 
oommuiiiojition from Dr. Henry W. Williaois, au emiueut opt>- 
thnhiiic Mirgeoii of this city. His views arc expressed with 
candor nnd pcrt-picuily : — , 

'*I urn cntir«ly sntisftod that a violent form of inflammation 
usually designnted * gouorrhcpnl oplillmlniis,' inay result from 
a contact of the urothnil dbdinrfcu with the mucous nmnihrano. 
A fow n-L-U-nttesled inslanccs whom tlio disciisc has been Uitis 
produced, are worth more thau any amount of negatire 
«videiieu : and tliat tlioeo iiistaucos are uot infrequent, saems to 
bo adiuiilcd tty uu)5i of ihc authorities ou ophthalmic surgerjr. 
EcforJ citiug cases, wliioh huve occurred in my own experioace, 
I will rcft-r for a moment to the funis which indirectly cor- 
roltoraifl tikc theory of couuigion. Among these may be men- 
tioned the far more frequent occurrmiw of tlic disease iu nteu 
tlmn in wonu-n ; the ditfcrwnt situation of the urellira iu ifaa 
foiualo and hvr diftoront »tyle of dress rcudcring her Ear leaa 
liable to tito inlroduetioii of tlie discharge into the eyos; vlula, 
if tlte di^coMj were occasioned by metat^tofis or sympatbr, afatt 
Ouglit to he C4|ually j^uhject to iu 

*^ AnotlHT proof is found iu tbo limitation of the di$e««e. as A 
genaral rule, to one ore. whidi i^ not true vitli regard to other 
tunas of severe indaiumatiou uf ihe coiguQclira. TIm cxpm- 
nwita of Votcfa, which hare oAeu been cited, were br an matmB 
coudiiMvo iu tltetr ch«n«tcr, and if ibcr bad been perionobd in 
■ modo which would liavo jd^ea them mora raloe, tb« pnMf 
would »till have bieeii Mily u^atire ; vii., that i» tiote u 
inocuUiioa did uot take place. 

** The sai&e eTid«uM that coanoeu us that tha 
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mult from contnpon, leads to rejection of tho theory that it 
tnr amos from metastasis or synipatliy. Wtiy Hliuitlil we 
issume sucli an origin upou mere siipjjositiuii, wbito wc Imro 
no oAivious and sufficient explanation cQiiftrmcd by tmts 1 
Were one of tlie interaal parts of the eye tlie sent of the dis- 
ease, we migtit pJamibly aitcrilie it to metastiuiiii ; but tlio 
morbid plieiioinena have tlieir origin and ?eat in tbii conjinictiva, 
vhicli is exposed to constant danger uf inociilutlon from uii- 
cleanlv fin^rs, which Iiave become impregnated wbiUt oxumin- 
ing Uio state of the urethral disease. Wore nictasuisis the 
cauF«. we might also expect a subsidence of the lo&al iiretbral 
symptoms, as they were traasferred, in greater severity, to tlie 
eyes ; but eucli is not tiio fact. 

'* I select a few of tbo cases wliich have come undar my 
observation : — 

" Case I. — Some six years sneo, 1 saw. wliilo making n visit 
to tlie Honse of Ijidustry with Di'. Buukiiighani, ihe physit-iim 
of the iuatitulion, a woman who was acting as oiiq of tlio hoi^pi* 
lal atteiidatits. After the visit, sbo washed the ^pecnluin which 
had been used in ciamining a patient with goiiorrlicrii. Within 
i few hours severe iufiainmation of the conjunctiva came on, 
&ud two days afterwards, when next 1 saw her, the oiinica 
bad given way in both eyes, the iris prolrudcd, and vision was 
eotirely lost. I have never seen a case whore the disease 
was more rapid than in this Instaneo; but one of my friouds 
usiires me that he has seen the cornea lost in ten hnnrs from 
tlie appearance of the Orel symptoms, and other similar atmea 
are on record. 

"Case II. — In 1851, I saw, in consultation, a gentleman 
who had a serere attack of ophthalmia, coexistent with gonor- 
rhreit, and whore circumstances seemed to fix the niomciit of 
inoculation of the eye. The cornea was very largely ulcerated, 
and perforation imminent; but the eye was saved, and visinti 
is not much impaired by the opacity forming tite cicatrix of tlie 
nicer, as the centre of the cornea has become clear. 

" Cask in. — About two years since I saw a case similar to 
the last in all it.'^ important features. Here the moment of in- 
13 
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troduction of the virus appeared to be dcfliiitclj fixed. lu this 
iiistauce the termiiiation was most faromble, alLhougli thesjrmp- 
toius were very sdvere. Very slight traces remoiu of ulceration 
of iha cornea. 

" Cask IV. — A year since I was consulted by a yonng man 
residing nt a distnnce, who had fi£«d iu his own mind Uio time 
when inoculation occurred. His physician, Uowerer, did not 
believe this. He placed himself for treatment iu the oaro of a 
hydropath and in a fow days the eye wa$ destroyed, the 
progre&it of Uke disease being favored by the absurd rcmcdtu 
made use of. 

"1 might add otbur casas; but tliose appear to be Nifficieat 
to iUustrsto the viuw^ I have brought forward. 

" I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient Borrant, 

*• HeNBT W. WlLLUMB." 

"UR.DIMLIBS." 

Diagnosis. — Oite nrriter affirms tb&t he has found a symptom 
ill gouorrlKBnl ophthnliuia, which lie regards as extremely Talu< 
able ill adiagnosticpointof view, namely, the existence of asmall 
round or oval tumor beneath tlio skin, peculiarly sensitive to 
the touch, situated in front of the oar of tlic affected side, and 
consisting of an cnlnt^d Irmphatic; ganglion. Tliii he tenns 
" bubou prtianriculaire :*' and as he has met with it in uiue 
cases wliere he was able to trace the disease to direct coutact, 
aud OS Lc lias rt^mnrked its ab»ei>ce in some huudred instances 
of punik'nt opliUiolmia, not oonuectcd vith gonorrhtea, he is 
aieliiied to look n|H>ii it as a symptom pathognomonic of this 
form of tire disease.' N'o other author appears to believe in 
Oie oxistenc« of tliese pre-aural buboes, and it is very generally 
agreed that so for as relates to mere syuiptoins. Uic aflcction 
ha^ nothing cliaracteristic which may not exist in other purulent 
ophthalmia. If the patient con detect the [loteatial cause, aoit 
trace it to a coexisting gonorrhoea, as iu tliree of tlie cases 
related by Dr. Williams, or to contagion derived from a second 
person, that is another thing. The evidcuce of its specific 
character i* complete. Hxperieuce sustains Uie opinion, that, 

* D9 lX>plithBlmie GoDoniraiqtw, — Loovaia. 1»U. — XHt Efsa oa 
Syphaia, p. iia 
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■part from a kr>ow1cdge that tho dinonsa is received hj iiiooQ* 
Ifttion, the pliytiiciai) lias iio i-cliablo mcaits of diflgnnsiii bctveen 
tfck complaint aiid what is called Egyptian oplitlialmia, or oa- 
t&rrlial ophthalmia. 

Tbfiatuent. — From the common coinciit of t)io attack, the 
ifmptonui present %'ariouii degrees of iiitoiislty in dilTcrent casos, 
lod of course tlie character of tho treatment, both local and 
constitutional, must possess a somewhat corresponding variety. 
If Uie complaint b« ushered in wltli great violence, and the 
patient is sufficiently vi|;on>ii8, lilood may be taken from the 
arm. Lawrence and Bricliacii place great reliaiico upon tins 
mctliod of depletion. Cupping, or leeches applied to tho 
t4uiplos or behind the cari), witl he iiKlispcnsably requisite. 
The frequency of the bleeding must depend upon tliG urgency 
of the iuflauimatory action, and upon the powers of endurance 
of tho patient. In the most vehement and appalling attacks 
of gCMiorrhoeal ophthalmia, the largest bleedings have been 
attended with the least snccess ; and at tlie present day, blood- 
letting is not carried to any thing like the extent which was 
oace cousidered proper. It is now well understood that inflaiu- 
natory action of tbe mucous membranes, especially if attended 
vith an increased tlow of their secretions, requires a much more 
moderate sanguineous depletion than inHammation set up in 
otlier tissues. lien cc, in diarrhica, in dyseuiery, etc., bleeding 
from tlie arm is now an obsolete idea. 

Saline apcrionta are preferable to any others. The individual 
should occupy a large room, which nhould be darkened ; ha 
aliDuld ho omfined to the hud, with the liend considerably mised, 
and an antiphlogistic regimcu mii»t be prescribed and rij^ldly 
adhered to. Topical means are of primary importance in this 
affection. The eye, if saved at all. will be saved by rcmodioa 
applied directly to it. When, from the history of the case, the 
Dicdieal attendant has arrived at a clear conviction that the 
attack proceeds from the virus of urotltral blenitoirliagia, no 
time should be lotit ia applying that most active local agent, the 
Bolid nitrato of silver, to the cunjuiicliva of hotli lids. The 
under one should be touched first. It should be everted, and 
the nitrate drawn over the surface so' as to whiten it. Before 
the surgeon lets go his hold of the lid, it is to be washed with 
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warm water, hy mfians of a small STringe thftt will throw a fin« 
stream. The upper liil Kliuiitd ha subjected U) tlio same troat- 
mcnt. In ton or Iwolvc hours it may be uecessary to repeal 
tbc application ; mcMiiiwliile tlie «ye fliouH be syringed orecy 
liair Itoiir witb lu{>i(l water, for the [mr[)ot<e of keeping it aa free 
as possible from tbc miico-piirtileiit discbarge,, which, in a few 
liours from the oommciiccincnt of the ophthalmic symplonw, 
becomes \'ery abuiidaiit, and is a source of coiiEtaut annoyance. 
The Bulphato of copper, in Eubstanco, drawn gently over the 
inner Rurfaoo of the lid, in the sanio manner as the nitrate of 
silver, is attended with good efTcct. A solutJou of tbc copper 
may also be applied, in ?oiue cases, with entire success. Some- 
times it will act favorably, where tio bciielit is derived from tlie 
silver. Thu Ptren|,'th of the cupreous sohition may vmj from 
two to foar grains to the ounce of rose-water, which ^oiild be 
applied every eight hours, provided it appears to act favorably. 
Diiriiig the night, tlie lids will become agglutinated, unless 
something be dune to prevent it. They should, tlierefora, be 
smeared with rt^e-ointment. 

In llic early stages of the attack, warm opiate fomentations 
will bo of service in soothing the iuBuinQd organ ; but, if the 
va^uUr congestion coutinuo to iiicr«A^, and the disease be 
complicated witli clicmoeis, warm applications will do injury. 
The lids ouRlit to Iw kept covered with compresses soaked in 
weak alum-walcr, (wo grains to ilio ounce, or tlie licjitor 
plumbi, in the proportion of ouo ounce to eight ouncoa of 
wnlcr.* The coiistntit application of ice, secured in a delicate 
liitcii bog, »)motimes acts fa^'orably iu checking tlto high inflotn- 
matory actioa. 

Tlw intillration of the f«rou8 or sanguineous fluid between 
tlie ocular cotguuoliva and sclerotica, and which miistitutcs the 
ctiemohi». perfortus an important part in tlte work of destruc- 
tion, to which ttie cornea and other tissues are exposed. The 
entire ennx^a ^otigli^ away, protrusion of the iris and leiifi 
takt-s place, fonuing staphyloma, and retailing in total loss of 
Tiston. The late Mr. T>'rT«ll employed scarification so as to 

* SooM HUirtoiw ol>j<vf to lodoiw nxtuiaiiij kwl, sine Mc, <n the gnmnd 
thftl kitid tt*KKl«« </ the Mlt ffnplovrd m« «oat«tJakiM IbauKi drpoatNl on tbe 
tutUmnl HirfkoF, tiMl thu* iMn*** d>* norUd KlMa. Tbqr, tbcnfln, |a«- 
IW Tiptablr uDmipNiii m icfwml rmediH to ^ eve. 
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ndiste from tho inar^u of the conica. Thin pntctice vas 
V«»ed upon tliG theory' Utat tlie eorii«a pcrislicd rrom strangula- 
tion of its Teiisels. Wlietlier this idea is puroly theoretical, 
liariiig no ruuiidalion in Tact, haK lieeii donlitcd ; liut llio ndvan- 
logo of adopting prompt measures for the roinoval of the iiifil- 
tratod Diullcr, docs not admit of any question. If tho dicniosis 
be tevera and oedcmatou?. formitig a tiirjnJ rin^ around tlie 
coruea, it sliould first he excised; if it be i)h1(!|fiui)iiuii<t. and 
the curved sci»8orB cannot he advantageously «inj)loyc'd, it 
should be ecarifiod. Either procedure will reliove the engorged 
T«8soU of the ovorhanping conjiinctiva, and will proniolts tho 
bvoruble action of uUilt luiaedics. After scarifying or e,\<:i.iiiig 
tbc mctolraiic, the bleeding itiay be promoted by warui-walur 
fotncntations. Excision caunes sovore su tiering, and cllier 
ought to be used at the time of tlio operation, niid an opiato 
girea afti-rwards. 

When sloughing of the cornea has commenced, the antiphlo- 
giHtic treatment must b« almndoiied, and a ttimtilating and 
Ionic plan adopted. A sohitioti of alum, eix grains to tho 
onuce of rain-water, makes a proper collyrium at tliis crisis. 
The undiluted liquor plnnihi diacetali^ in al^a a Tithiablc topical 
remedy. Two or three dro|>s are t<j he iitscrtcd undiir tho lids 
BTeiy nx liours during the day. It diminishes tho sccrctiau 
and llie inflammation, and then' is un lianper of its dinng 
injury at any stage of the disease. The nitrate of hilvtir, llireo 
gruiuK to the ounce of rose-water, may be applied tliri-c or four 
times a day, so that the immediate ctTcct of the application mny 
not pans avay before it is repeated. One or the other of the 
above local applications cnii ho made \i»c of, as tho phy.'^iciaa 
may clioose ; but it would scarcely bo pnod jiraclicc to employ 
any two at the same time. Their use must bo persevered in 
until the purulent seerctiou ctiaHCs, 'uheii the diiicaso may bo 
considered 06 virtually atuii cud. Care must be talten that none 
of tho discliargo from tbo affected organ come in contact with 
the eye of the medical attendant or atin'O, as it is contagious, 
and will almost to a ceKaiiity reproduce the $ame disease. 
Instances arc recorded in wliich the attendant's vifiinn has ia 
this way been euddonly deslroyud. 

The application of the extract of belladoima around tho 
IS* 
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orbita or upou the temples should not bo omitted. Permanent 
adUo*ious of some portion of tlie iris to tlie capsule of the cry*- 
talliiio lens, or to tlie iuuer surfiice of tlie cornea, nmjr form in 
oonsequoncQ of the mflammatioii ; and tlie bclladoima viU be 
tbe surest means of preveiiUng such au accident After the 
most violent and dangerous syraptouis of tho first stago hiTO 
ftbatod, llie morbid process oc«if. ion ally assumes a passive char- 
acter. The disease becomes atonic ; and tlie most effectual 
mode of treatment will consist in supporting tlio system by 
generous diet, (juiijiue, and tlie like. Blislers to tlio nape of 
the neck will now lie proper, although during a high stata of 
iuflammaliou tliey would be prejudicial. As a constant lotion 
during llie day, the extract of lead, in llie proportion of one 
di-achui to three ounces of iraler, will be useful ; and at uight, 
the following ointment should be employed: — 

it. llj-tlnujjyn Atntnoiiiiili P* ^■ 

Oxt'di Zinci Impuri Ptvporsii, ■••■•-- 

Boll Arnieniff. M, gr. xnij. 

Un^uenti Kouinim, js».M. 

■ 

The concentrated nitric acid will be found an excellent 
remedy in cases of long slaiidtiig. It may be applied to tliO 
everted lids by means of a camel's hair pencil, which should 
bo made merely damp with the acid, and drawn lightly and 
quickly over llie mucous membrane. The lids should then be 
washed in tepid water, by nutans of a s«<x>iid hair pencil, which 
sliould be at hand. Tlie acid turns the surface white, like the 
iiiirale of silver. It can be used every second or third day. 
In all insUnees of wvere and obstinate character, opiates will 
be demanded Ihnjughout the whol« course of the disea^. The 
patient must have nearly the normal amount of sleep, by some 
weans, or ho will nol prugrvss favorably towards a cure. In 
regard to mcivuriab, it may be »aid that their use ia not only 
of no advantage, but ab^tlulely detrimental, in the early stages. 
lu the more advanced and chronic period, a blue pill, every 
second or lliird tiiglit, for a few times, and followed next morn- 
ing by a mimII Mime laxative, wilt uMially Ivq beneficial. lu 
all uiild ea«e« of blennorrltagic di»<-a»c of the conjunctiva, the 
trcauucut should also be mild ; and a m^oriiy of cases are of 
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iliis description. An aperient everj' other day, low diftf lialf a 
dozen leeches to the temple occusionally, a small blister bdiind 
the e&r, astringent iiijevtious or coUyria to the eye, exclusion 
from tJic action of lij^ht, warm opialo fntEmnti].tionH repeatL'd 
lltrce or four times eacli day, tlio use of bcllaJoiina to or iicur 
rite affected organ, embrace about the entire littt of reiiiodios 
(hat we are to rely upon. In conjunction with any or all of 
Uie^, wliatever hy^enic pUo can be practically enforced shouU 
be put in requieitioa. 



CHAPTtai xm. 

OPHTHALMIA Xt:oNATORrM. 

The direct spptication of the acrimoDioiiR Tagiiia] disdmrge 
to llie eyes of the iiewlj-bom mlaiit iluriiig ptirturitiou, is liy 
far tlie most frequent cauee of purulent oplitliulmia among tlits 
class of Bubjects. The dii>chargo may coiiBifit of leucorrhceal 
or gonorrlioeal mutter. When tlie disorder is coiisequeot upon 
couiagioii from llie latter, it is of the most inveterate iinturu. 
Host of the cases that occur are among the low and dissolute, 
and if neglected, as they often are, th« morbid action sooii 
roftdit's the conioa, purulent irifiUration takes place hclween its 
luiuiiiiP, and sloughing, followed hy an escapo of the hiimont, 
loss of the lens mid of vUivn, fitiiilly ensues. Oil tlic other 
hand, if the child Lo scon hy the physician at an early period, 
niid the case pi-opcrly attended to, it will be fuiind, ordiuarily. 
to be quite manai?ca!)te, and recovery will in a short time take 
place. Ill the crowded wards uf a lio:<pital, wliere it is impos- 
»ih1e for the iinnatcs to hnvc the hcncfil of jiuro air and other 
hygienic conditions, pyophthnlmia is much more froquetitly a 
severe and intrnctable alfection than in private practice. 

The coi\jtincl)va of the upper lid is usually moro deeply in- 
volved than the other. It in fn;i|uently the scat uf ulocratiou!< 
wUoti nono exist on the lower Hd. The malady is visibla iu 
three or four days after the cliilil is born, sometimes later. The 
lids fir^t swell, u,iid, in a day or two, arc ghicd together by a 
thick, puriform discharge, secretod from tho mucous iiiombrane 
of the conjuiictira. hi some instances, a tran^ivorsc, rod line 
can ho soon on tho eyelid before the jmruleiit exudation appears. 
Tho lirm closnre of tlio lids serves to retain the morbid flnid, 
and, as a consequence, tliey become puffy and sometiraos greatly 
distended. Tlie aOectioii is not usually attended with much 
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pain, unless Ibe child is exposed to a gkro of light. This is 
particularly tite ease as rvgnnls tiio first stage of the attack. 
Inf&nu with their eyes entirely cloeed in consequence of swelling 
of tlie lids, accoiupaiiied with copious dixchar);^ of pus and tho 
otber ordinary plieiiomena of the disease, will pass iays, or even 
weeks, without manifesting signs uf distress from tim luuul affeo- 
tion. They nui^ with fair appetite, aud are much of tho tinia 
ill a quiet sleep. In the more advanced stage of tho coiiiplainl, 
when tlic inQammutory action cxtcndn to the conjunctiva of tlio 
eychall and to the cornea, and when the tumefaction of the lid« 
has greatly augmented, tho sufferings of the child are severe. 
lu some cases the swclliiif^ of the tids thcmsulveg from the Eeroiia 
effusion into their cellular texture, is bo great that eversiou 
occurs when any attetnpt is made to examine the eye hy sep- 
arating the palpehraa ; or it will take place by the crying of the 
child, when the whole globe will appear as if pushed forward. 
There is iiitoleranco uf light from the very commoticement of 
the aflfection even id its mildest form. In the attempt to open 
the lid^ the eyes of the lilllc patient are involuntarily turned 
upward iu the socket, so as completely to conceal the cornea 
from view, and the physician lias no little difficulty in ascer- 
tiuniiig the real cvndltiun of this membrane- Sometimes the 
intolerance of light is so great, that when the child opens ita 
eyes voluntarily they are instantly dosed with violent spasmodic 
action, and tho lids are squeezed togctlii^r with great force, 
attended with a gushing out of the purulent accumulation 
between them. If it ho carried near a wiudow, it will frot^uently 
open and cIobg itH cyen twenty times in a minute, in tho manner 
here descrihud ; and the process will be accompanied by a sim- 
ultaneous Jactitation of the limbs as if affected by a galvanic 
ebock, and tho only way in which the child can bo at rest, 19 by 
being in a dark place. I have now under treatmont a cose pre- 
cisely of this kind. Tlie infant is five weeks old ; it weighed 
eleven pounds at birth. It nurses and thrives sufficiently, is 
very fat, and apparently does not suffer pain from the ophthalmia. 
The mother states that she has for several mouths had blcn- 
norrhaipa. 

Treatment. — The character aud success of the treatment 
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will depend not a littlo on tlic limo when tlic phjinclan first aees 
the patient. Should hit bo i:!illo*i curly, a mild course will 
usuallj suffice to chock at onco tlio ftiptlier progress of the bHco- 
tion, and to save the visual organ from serious ityury. One of 
the first things to bo done is to rcinovo the purulent deposit 
from the eyes. This may usually be accomplished hy gently 
TiLshirig them in tepid water. 

Sometimes the lids are so firmly adherent that a soft cracker 
poultice must bo applied for a few hours. As soon as tho lids 
can be separated, mild astringent injticttotis and collyria should 
be ordered. An injoctJon of one grftin of the oxyinuriat« of 
mercury to eight ounces of distilled water may be used erory 
hour during the day. The thick puruleut matter may not be 
entirely removed until several repetitions of the irijocUgn. It ia 
uot expedient to attempt too thorough trcatiuciit at the- first 
trials. The local symptoms might thus be uggrttvatod. As soon 
as tho surgeon fairly gains access to the conjuiictiral mucous 
membrane, the mother or nursa can bo instructed Iiow to pro- 
ceed afterwards. A few injections, judiciously employed, will be 
quite certain to bring about a cliange fol* the hotter; and tlie 
secretion will soon diminish in quantity. Injeclions are better 
than mere lotions, provided ihey are properly given. Topictd 
meiLsures are mainly to ho relied upon, and in a majority of 
cases satisfactory results will follow.* A weak infusion of cham- 
omile, or ft weak decoction of white oak bark, makes a suitable 
ijyection, and either may be used iu altcrnutloii with the one 
just mentioned. A solution of the nitrate of silver, in the pro- 
portion of four grains to eight ounces of distilled water, may be 
advantageously npjjlicd to the diseased membrane two or three 
times a day. The eyes should be thoroughly cicaused with 
warm water before using the solution, a few drops of which aro 
to he inserted at the outer cauthus.. Alum makes a vnluablo 
coUyrium, three grains to the ounce of soft water; also, the 
liquor plumbi greatly diluted. Tho following lotion, due to Mr. 
Wharton Jones, is exteuElvely used iu European hospital prao- 

• Mi. Critchetl, Surgeon of the Royal London Ophtliulrnlc Hospital, »aj-» : 
" Local Btimuli nhould \k applied early, often, and thomi^hly lo the conjuiio> 
tivnliuHaoe in purulent opUlhaliiua oi iattaU." — Laiuel /or Au^uwt, 1854. 
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ttco for various forms of purulent ophtLalmia and chronic oon- 
joDctivitis ; — 

R. Cupri SiilphnttSi IF- 'J- 

Villi 0[iti 3j' 

Aqute OeotUlaUc, , 3 vy< M. 

Fiat lotio. It may be applied freely with b lofl cwiier« hnir brush Uirco 
time* a day. — AtM^iation M^ieal Journal, lSfi6. 

The following pi-eparation J have employed for seTeral ycara 
in ordinary cases of tlie disoase under consideration. There is 
no local romedy wliicli 1 have occasion to regard with more 
lavor : — 

R, HydraigjTi Ammoniflli, (T- "j- 

Oiydi '£\i\d Imjiuri PrtEpniBti, ......... 

Boli .\nneniii>. uu. gr. xij. 

ITnguenti Ronorutn, J as. M- 

The wine of opium constitutes a. suitable local remedy in 
dirouic casea, after tlio puruleut diecliargc bas nearly ceased. 
The conjunctiva Is in a relaxed condition, and the vinous pre- 
paration wilt serve as a valuable stimulus and anodyne. It 
should be applied to the parts three times a clay. Bleeiliiig, 
even by means of leeches, is a practice iieTcr required in thcBfl 
coses. Snuill du!<c« ofmagiiosia, or if tlie child lias a jaundiced 
ekin, as EomcltmCE happens, of liydrargyrum cum crcta, may be 
ordered every Boeond or third day. If much febrile action be 
present, a few drops of the dulcified spirit of nitre in sweetened 
water, aud repeated according to circumstauges, will bu of 
•ervice. 




CHAPTER XrV. 

GON0RR1ICE.U, RHEUMATISM. 

Medical science has not fts yet elied any light upon the 
tpooiflc cause of this diacivsQ. But the circii instances which 
n|)))f>ar to bring thiK cait^o, whatever it may be, into active 
oporatioii in certaiu hidividuaU, ant for tho motit part witliin 
our oomprohoiiBioii. The practitioner usually anccrtains upon 
inquiry lliut the (xxiititil lu whom the sflcctiou is devolopecl as 
a ooiti]ilicnlioii uf tirctliral discharge, [KK«eii.sc3 ftome marked 
peculiarity of tompt'ranient, — very probalily the lymphatic : or 
Itiui a hcn'iliuiry Iciidciicy to Hieutuatisin or ^ut; or perhaps 
is ^ufVoriui; friim dys^tep^ia or coiistitulioual debility; or has 
oxiMtKoiJ liiiii^cir la ^^1110 ikilvorie agency, as cold, and wet, anci 
wind. It is rrti4)uuntly asisociated witli orchitis. It occasion- 
ally w»ixes wjiou iho lifshy parts of the frame, as the ^houlden, 
the iutcrciVflal munjlo?, the hips, the thighs, soles of the feel, 
Oto. ItuI the niost u$iial. and br far tlie most important aad 
iitveiomto, form which tlve complaint a«snme<s is thit which is 
known HiuliT the doNjnialion of artic«1ir or gonorrhcral rheit* 
uiaiiMU. or gv>uorrha'«l itit];immatioa of the jyaorial tQembraoea;. 
80U10 men are ^ure to have articular rltcumati^m wbeoerer 
tlun' contract hlojiiiorrhagia : and it ts hy no means uncomoKMi 
ft>r p*liciil9 wlio tia^v tlic synovial iuQammation to hare, aim- 
uluiuci.>ti>ly, ««WK> form of ophthalmia. ^r Anley Cooper 
DM^itivMu that tlic tir^t c«s« of foikonhcetl rhramatifin be ertr 
QK't vilh wa; in an .VoMhcui feolkfDtii, who had bad gooor- 
rlKM twk« htffcvv be »w htu. l^unu^ both tbew n^TyVr he 
IhmI iK^thlv of«htbalraia at»d articular rbemnatum ia boifc 
Mid tbe thtrvl vi^iutK'41 of MiBaniita^Ja ««> «l<o 
tgc Ibe same OMtplKdktkMA. 

1\» tW ««k«Aa aiMl JtrrrtMhiiii^ ft^m at Sr 
C, Ebv^M. itM |tf\^fi«ft>Mt is mit V mi 9» iW first l[iiriT|ri'ii of 
An OMiHihwt. a Sr« oun \4^ vUdi aw to St Km^ 
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"Diseases of tbe Joints." This singular alTection, like that 
whivli difriitN;» itself aiuoiig the muscular and filti-ous tissues as 
a oompUoilioii of bleiiiiorrliagtc disctiarge, may come on at 
aoy period ; altliough it seldom sliuvra itself tintil Uig lattor 
has materially tlucliaed or entirely ceased. Tim kiice is by 
prefereuce most fri>quei»tly the sent of tha disorder, hut othor 
Euperlicial arueulaliuiis ure liable to be attaukud. The synovial 
slicaths of the extensor tendons on tbe wrist and instep ara 
eouMtiincs involved. In most instaiictis, only one joint is im- 
plicated at a timo ; iti other cases the disease invades Heveral 
articulations at once. The inflanimntory action is Hiiddiinty 
figbled up, and without previous 'warning, is not particularly 
yiolent io its features, is wont to linger as a sultacute alfocliou 
for an indefinite period, tO' the di«comfort of tliu piiliunt and 
the emliarrasstneiit of the physician. In coii^eqaL'iico of syiio- 
Tial efTuBioii, the joint becomes much enlarged; and if the 
complaint occupy tlie knee, the fluctuation of tlia cffusod fluid 
cau ea»i)y Iw detected at an early period. Tha efTusioii i-i>maii>3 
for several months after tlie other symptoms have disappearcJ. 
lu spite of every exertion of the incditial attendant fur itfs ro- 
moval, tlie swelling yields with great rt'luctuitcc ; and often, 
on slight provocutioiiB, returns with surprising rapidity, ilrat 
in one knee, then in tho ether; and in thi>i way tlio patient is 
tornienlcd for years. There is ordinarily but little constitu* 
Uonal dialurbance. Tlio integument covering tho joint pre- 
serves its natural temperature and color for a considerable 
time, eveu wbiin there is a great increase in the si^o of the 
joint. In some rare instances, the accompanying 8yni|)toius 
become general and Eorere. The puli-e is full and quick, the 
stomach and other organs of digestion tyniputhizc, and the 
patient falU into a decline. In other individunli^, the iiiUnni- 
matioit will praeeed through its whole course witliont Ijeing 
attended with any symptoms of effusiou. In still otiier casus, 
endocarditis and elTusion into tho ]>ericardinm have taken 
place; also compression of the spinal cord and of the brain, 
and which appeared to follow the articular affection. Tlie 
usual symptoms of acute rheumatism arc scldunn developed, 
and when thoy ai-e manif'i^sted, they are modenite in degreu ; 
the oonstitutional disturbance being quite triHing, n-hen con- 
trasted with the severity of the local arthritic affection. Mr. 
14 
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ten of pmonbtttl »ywmii«?" 

.'•appgrslioa has ukea place vfave Ae pfttifnt bas w ea i Tt d 
the mofit jndicknu traHneatf and has ia all ii-aifw e ta been 
ooder the best hrgunie inflneoees. SnpponbiMi, hcwerer, or 
Ui« rormatiofi of abwrefsea within or anMuid tlie joint, b a rare 
accident. 



DiicmsH. — The aimoet total absence of pun. tfM normal 
aspect and warmlli of ibe skia, and the apjrectic coudition uf 
the »vatem uaualk atKudaul oq the complaint iu its earij 
■tagvs, arc to be set down as Uie most reliable cliaracterislic 
marks which it exhibits, and may serve, vhea taken in coniteo> 
tiori with tlie history of tJie patient, as sufhcteiit groiiuds for 
f)e|)3ratiiig it from ordinary rheumatism, and from ttio&e oeu- 
r&l^ic and Docluniul puins which a pervoii not uufrcquetitlj 
exjrcricnccs in the latter stages of constitutional syphilis. In- 
staucctt, however, arise, in which a diRereniial diagnosis ia diffi> 
cult and cTeii impotifiltle ; but fortunately, as regards the treat- 
ment, tbiii is a cLrcujostaucc of smail moiaout. 

Treatment. — It was once considered proper surgical prac- 
tice ill cuHOH of gonorrhceal rheumatism, to court a return of 
tlic urcthra.1 diKciiargc, if that discharge had disappeared or 
bud iiiatorinlly (limiiii}<hod on the hccckkiou uf the aynovial 
di!>caHc. AjkI in onlor to re^stabiiHli the blonuorrliagia. it was 
llio custom of Bomo practitioners to irritate the canal by hav- 
ing the sick man woar a bougie for a portion of each day, or 
to inoculiito the miicoiiK nioinliraiic with the infectious mat- 
ter burrowed from unulhor porsuu. The same course was 
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adrised in ophthalmia arising in coniinction v-ith iiroiliritis. 
Hie idea of metastafib suggested t)ic«e fii&m. Whctlicr tlM 
tlieory be wiind or not, Uio inoculation of llie arethra vrilh 
gIDUorriiieal Tiru» or even the iiitroductiuti of tJic bougie for 
Uie purpusc of uxcilitig and irritating tliu iirvthra aimw, is iiov 
reprobated by til judicious memiient of tlie profcNtion. Woro 
it witliiu our power to obtain tlie liiMory of a lar);o niimtier 
of inslauces of rlieiiniatitim directly rvlatcd to gotiorrlxca, it 
would probably be found tliat ttio iuHiiODCO of the former 
Hpoa the latter, in ordinary ca£es, is not of a very dodded 
cbartcter ; and that the decrease or total ces<;atioti of tlio di»- 
cbargo, when it does take place, is merely an incidental uir* 
cumstance. 

Altliougli the complaint la apt to bo one of groat obotinaoy, 
jet it is in tlie p<twLT of tbo pliysiciaa to do umcli to relieve 
the sererity of Itic syinirtuius, uid sometimes to cut short 
their duration. In the cuitinioricciueiit of puin and swelling 
of tlio joint, the patient should be directed to t&ko Itix bed. 
The trotttiociit must of course be both local ajid couKtiluiiMual. 
Leeches should be applied to tlio alTected juiiit. Tliu ciuuntity 
of Uood to be extracted nuibt be in proportion to tlie viulciiuo 
of Uio indaiMinatury actinn and tlie ability uf the patiunt to 
tmuin depletion. Tlie employment of goneral blood- btlini; 
will rarely Iw called fnr. The abstraction of a ^mall quantity 
of blood by moans uf Icucbos, rit\K!nU:4 at t^bort intervuU, will 
be the safor practice, lu a majority of caries, the pationtH wo 
havo to deal with, although young or in tliu mi^ridiun of lifi;, arc 
(»i from being robust. Not a few of tbem are of nimmous 
diathesia, or have impaired tlioir constitutiunit by impnideiice, 
uid are unable to endure loss of blood to any great extent. 
Warm fomentations, ernporating lotions, and vapor batlis to 
itie joinLi, Rhouhl alway.^ I>e um^d jiereral times in the day ; hIko 
targe poullicce, containing laudanuiu, belladonna, or the Amer- 
ican hellebore, should be applied at night. In manv instance!) 
of articular rhenmatism, 1 have known veratrine apjiIicati-jitB 
bring alleviation of pain in & very short time. I am disposed 
to place a higher tiicra|)entic value on poultices containing a 
loTfic portion of the pnlv.iriz(?d veralmm viride than on either 
of tlie other agents mentioned in this connection. Tlio poul- 
tice should l>e large enough to cover the whole joint, aiid bo 
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|Nii Ml w w«rn m cwi be ta ra e . If 

•nrflMMnt, U(« MlMrst^d *l<ofcofa 

■•f In •dwiniilMT'l iuumalj. 

■Md quite MMOiivi;!; t/j 

«oantf7, aimI ill efficacy aa a di 

AtHiri'lftKlly \irttvi-4. VrtiftiMior CanaocAaa. 

liM |ir(!M;nli6<l it iiii4:oeMfuIly iu maafi 

l(<m|ytul. Ill oiiii itiAiance uf 

«xliiUtK>ri rif llio Mliiralud tiuctnre in iemm <f 

viftlit drrtp* fltnry thrt'U Iioun, a polM of •■• 

Iwoiiljr wu rti'Jiicnd lo lliirty in fifleea luwiu I 

atM!ri4rrJ a liuly wlio IimI a pretlj MTcn ataek •£ 

rliniiiitn(ii>m, wliicli mi((rnU?(l fr<'>ni joint to joint dvra^a 

f>r M^vuriil ilujTN. Tim vcirtilnim va« giveu in li*etiii«, is 

of f»iir (o oikIiI rlro[M uvury aix liotirs. acconUae lo i 

fff iliu )iyiiipi<iiiiN. Ill tliiH iiintAiii!R, Uiti remedy 

jiri)iii[iil}' III iilIiiyiiiK [mill, ciiiiLriflliiig urturial actioa^aad pn^ 

iMirlitK «l(io|). No opium m auy forra was used. Tbe Drs. 

('iitUir, riLllxtr mill himi, Iwii )ii|^1ily iiitelligeiit and reliaUe pli;- 

■loittiiH ul' Wiiljiini, iimir lli»)(iii, Kivtt ten drops of the Ataialed 

titiutiiru ttt vurutrum ovary Iwo or tlirou hours iii severe cases.* 

WJii'ii llm ilixotiix) liiiH tTxi«ti!it i'tir sftnic time, blisters are 
otiioiiif llm iiiont uHiciiiriL liii!ii.l iiiuium tliut can be employed. 
Or, ir (lniT jiliyniuiaii iiinrui't Miu niiHUcu can be kept Uiorou^ily 
irriliiluil hy IVxipKnilly |iuiiitiiif;; it wilIi llio comjioutid tincture 
of lii<liiM>. 'I'IiIh will lio riiiiiiil )i UM<riil suhatitute for blisters, 
wlioni lliK liiiUvr ilinlurb lint iirinury ap|tanttu!i. Compres^on, 
by luiiaiiN of iiiilii'ituiU'il ImriilN of adhcnivu planter and a narrow 
rutlrr, Ih iiiiotliot' n)<'lli<«l l>y wlili'ti thL> fluid roinaiiiiEig in tbe 
nrlli'iiliiCii)ii liiity bo |{i-uilinilly iilisorlied. TliQ fllcctro-iungiiCtic 
battery In lll<i>u'iii() witrtliy of a trial whon tliG complaint lias 
nHMtiiiit'd a <-liri)riii' funn : ahii. rrii-tioti^. with mercurial oiut" 
nunil, — run' lii'inK tnkoii lo avoid silt i vat ion. LoneK;on tinned 
rHbliiiiK willi lliH Wni liniiil. or witb a Uair mitten, sliould like* 
wtw b<i iimutiiut*) maiir tiiiiOH in tbt> day. 

TtuB viiK) of VHilcliirum, (incttiro of ttftiigiiinarta canadensis, 

* ttm te atiot* 'n* uriltriv i»i imji<itiiiii fixiiiniiimMlxvi prcpored by a 
HMbIMm «( tW M^ill-rwx Ka>l l)t>liicl Mnlk*kl Sock-ii . Mu<arhu«4nt*, r*b- 
i£«* M <ha ««r<i*>^ N>Mteti« * wfr »>"> v.ilitiMc mntritl trdaliTr, hu ap- 
wm^^ ^ iuwdiMi l—iri «f Wftiwa S«ww<i*. for CkttAtt, ISM. 
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fhe ammoniatcrT tiiictun; of giim guniaciim, llie iodido of potas- 
sium, the iiitrftto of potash, calomfl and oi)hin), Iiav« all been 
tried, sometimeis with satisfactory result!), floinotimes with ilie 
very reverse. Whore tlie fehrile action h coiisidcraltic, and tlio 
p&tieat of a jiletlioric habit, bridle cat1iartic;»< ure dcuiaud<;d, and 
ought to be repeated every four or five days. Their omijloy- 
tneiit may be persGvered in for a long time. But in ordinary 
casca, aiid where the alfectioti has become chronic, and tlic 
pcticnt is in ralher pour general heuttli, catlmrtics will not be 
iodicatcd. They will do injury. Xild aperients, tonici;, altera- 
tives, diaphoretics, and a j^oncroiitt iliot will be suited to the 
ooiidilioii and wants of tlio individnal. 

A. rcstdenco in a warm cliuiato, with ordinary attention to all 
Uie rational principles of health, will sometimes ret*nlt in tlie 
recovery of the patient, after the physician has eshaui^tL'd the 
entire treasury of all remedial agents that have ever been tried 
in this disease. 




CHAPTER XT. 

VEGETATIONS. 

Tb^^K morbid eicrtstxnces vera ouoe, btit aro not noir, TO- 
gv(ii>«l fts the product of tbe evphililic poison. They are mme- 
times tbe result of irritatkni Emn tbe depoett of gonorrhoeal 
■Utef ; mai soisetiaaes tli^ an genficaled br the combined 
■g BW C T of moisture. be«t, and fihh, especially in uncleanly 
lesiaks, v)>o may or may not have some vaginal ctischarge at 
the suae time. Tbey difitr in appearance, and sundry terms 
Iwre been employed lo designate Uwin, according to tlie aspect 
tbry present to the ere oc tbe &Dey of the physician or nir^ 
evoQ : &$. wis, Tegetatioos, rahercle. caiilitlnircr, n^ipberry 
excrescences ; and, vhen seated between the nates or on the 
inner surface of the prepuce, where tliey are sul:^tod to <xra- 
stant preea>ure, tbey bare been compared to tbe crest of the 
eoek. Th'e situatioas in whtcfa they are diiefly found are tbe 
BBeatn$ urinariuss the gtans. the mucous membrane of a narrow 
prepace, and at tbe junctioa of tbe two preputial surfaces ; 
vbea tbey aeUel die latter site and are altowe<! to rcmun. they 
fin ap dM «tifioe so as to impede the escape of urine, and other- 
vi!« iiiierfer* with tbe fauctioos of the penis. In the female, 
tbey CMne apoa the Ta^oal sur&oe, vulva, nvmphx. ori&ce of 
A* arcdua. and npoa tbe umer aspect of the labia. They 
vmally tw«Kn to appear in the lover pan of tbe va^na, near its 
onfice. and extend upvank akmg tbe jondioQ of the mucous 
Membrane and ikm towards the snperiw commissure. TUey 
grow with preat raf^iility. Erea if excised with the tnife or 
ensiwf^ they immediately retam, prorided die bleuuorr^mgia 
nmtiaites : and. if undisturbed, they sdoq become large and 
TaicuUr, txcaHoiuu; more or leas hrmorrtu^ and severe pain 
wbaa cwtoC Tbey are ^anecaUy soft and spongy when situated 
u tbee* pans, and cooetitttte ese'ef A* gnMe^t incouTenienees 
u ibefeoMli. laaai&eir 
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•Brly excrescences sprinp from the walls of tlie va^na al a 
istUe distance from its orifice, and their presence will keep up 
adischai^ fur a long time after tlie LlennurrUagia, tu which 
they ori^nattid, has ceased. The patient, [xirhaps, malcca no 
complaint; hut if xho eiif^gus in any active cxcrcino, the dis- 
charge vill probAblj* return, aiyi be ta abundant as ever, and 
the ordinary treatment for arrosting it will ]>e employed with 
UtUe or uo relief. Under tliese circumstances, if tlio i^jicculum 
be used, the locality of tlte&o vernier can be ascertained, and 
they can be remoTed with (he ecraseur, or be destroyed by the 
applicatioi) of the acid nitrate of mercury. 

la botJi sexes, vegetations collect around the rergo oT the 
anus, on tlie perineal integument^ and within the ctefl of the 
aat««, whore the natural moisture and ottier irritating mutters 
are retained. In the recent staU;, nud vliilo lubricated wiUi 
Iba sub!>tanG« eiuded from the mucous surface, Ihej are com- 
paratively soft and white ; if tliey remain for a coneiderabla 
time, and come in contact with the air, ttiey dry up and become 
quite hard and of a dark color. Sometimes they art) hroud, 
thick, and flattened ; or they may liavo a small pedicle or 
stem, by which tboy are atUtclied to the corium from which 
they germinate, and present a form not unlike a grain of wiii;at 
or rice. Their auateulcal structure couHists of a thick, firm 
inTextment of cpitht-lial lamina; and nowly-foriued cellular 
ti»ue, which IB usually well supplioil with blvod-vessels and 
nerrous loops, and benca the pain and bleeding when the 
growths are rcmored with the scii^xors. The epithelium is not 
perforated, but is pushed up without being broken as the vege- 
t&lion growE. I have seen them in mule and female subjects, 
who wore and always liad been otherwise exempt from iHsuusc 
iu the part< occupied by these moriiid growths, tut who had 
no practical notions of personal cleanline»8. It is by no means 
dif5cuU to believe that such individuals are juet the ones to 
furnish the elements for the formation of those adventitious 
appendages. The wonder is that they do not occur more I'le- 
qucittly. A few months since, an Iri^h woman called upon mo 
to be cured, she Kaid, of a wart an big and iis black as "a coek- 
h," and wliich had troubled her for about one year. The 
oal mass was situated oti the pouoh at the fourchctt«. 
xuJl papilliform warts were seen pullulating iu the 
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imme^latQ nelgliKirhood of the larger oiio. Thcr Iiad all b«eil 
destroyed several times, and all quickly returned. The natt«iit 
statud ihat vlicn tliey began to trouble Iter, '* tboy were white 
BS any ftiiovr." Slie was sulTiduntly (ilUiy to suggest the idea 
tliat tliese extmiiuoiis bodies were tlio legitimate oflkpriiig of Uio 
soil tlint iioitriiilied thorn. Iti tbls case Goulard's extract of Icud 
relieved, hut did not cure, the difficulty. 

I am iiwarB that Yidal cousidors these vegotatjons as syphi- 
litic ill thvir origin ^ and he disbelieves tlint any other cuu»o can 
give rise to them. This theory is repudiated by nearly all 
syphilograpliers. It is higlily probable, to say the least, that 
tlicy may and do exist withuiil uiiy coiistitiitional tattit of a 
specific cliaracter. They are incapable of generating any veno- 
real alTectiou ; are seen in their worst furtnii in the female, and, 
like ivurts on the hands of cliildrcit, spring from uucises which it 
ia not easy to explain. Mr. Actou eays: "lu females, warts 
depend n[K)n gonorrhoea or irritating discharges; the secrctioD 
of chancres often produces them, not, I beheve, iu virtue of ajiy 
Gpeuific actina, but from its irritating qualities ; and modem 
niitliors liavo ccasoJ to consider them a secondai-y symptom. It 
is of great im|)ortanue in mcdieal jurisprudence Uiat these points 
ehoiild be properly appreciated." 

Vegetations of a iien-s^ioeific natnro are now and then com- 
pliiiatod with true coiiilylomata, which proceed from a venereal 
valine, and 'niiicli belong to the circle of secondary symploios. 
"When these condylonmtous excrescences exist, other syphilitic 
phonoiuena will be present also ; or the history of the cose will 
show that they have existed at some former i>eriod ; and tlie 
physician will seldom have any difficulty lu ssi^unjing tlie right 
posLlioii as regard;; the diagnosis, iconic authorities make this 
distinction, — thai, simple warts are always poditnciilated, while 
those that are really syphililic arc always sessile and seated on 
a bruad base; aiid the granular patch ia of a dirty red or 
whitish hue, rather Hat than prouiinciit ; secretes a watei'y, 
yellowish dischargo, mid liaviug a most disgusting odor. But 
nothing short of a truthful history of the case can furnish a 
perfectly reliable basis, on which to establish a correct diagnosis. 
Merc appearances may deceive the most practised eye. This 
they always have done and always will do. 
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TbEatmest. — If the warts are in men, mid situntofl on tlie" 
inner Eurfuoc of Ui6 prepuce, their romoval is be^it acoomplixhod 
by circumcision. If located on tUo glaiis, or on the lullectod 
porUuii of the preputial mncoiiN iimmbrunc, tliey ctui lie siiipiKi] 
off with a jKkir of fla.t curv«d scissors, and afterwards tlic rodical 
portion b« touclind vrtth itoniu ttliarp uschnrotic, n.t acid iiitintoor 
nwrcHry or the concetitrated nitric atid. If very iiiuneroiis, it 
will lianlly be pnident to attempt tlie destruction of the whole 
by a Fiiiglo operation either witli the kiiife or caustic, but lot 
the work Iju more gradual. Excisiou is a painful procedure lo 
the patient, and will rarely succeed alono in amiilitlating tliesa 
disgusting formations. 

As a constant application, tho liquor plumbi, Kotnuwiiat 
diluted, is one of the beet. It may he n^cd on dossils of soft 
Guglj^h lint. When tliu varts arc not sittiatcd on tho prepuco, 
they can gonerally be rouiovod and bo [jieventod from rtiturniiii:^, 
without recourse to the kiiifu or scissors. In additiuEi lu tbe 
astringoiiLf and escliarouc? mentioned above, the bichloride of 
mercitry unll Municllnios act in an cllicietit iiianuor. It i> lo l>6 
used in the ppoporliou of two grains to tlia ounce of water, as 
directed for Gottlard's extract. Tlio cblorido of zinc eolnlion is 
preferred by Mr, Emerson, enrgoou in tho WestmorelanJ Lock 
ilotipital. Ill a comiunnicatioii to Or. Rgaii he sayx : '^ I would 
winh to impi"c«!i upon you the high value 1 attach to Sir William 
Burnett's solution of diltiridu of zinc, in all cases of vcgclationa 
and unhealthy growths, the rosnlt of inattention to cleuiiliuci^s, 
and the accumulation of irritating vugliial seerctiuus. InduL'd, 
tucK is my opiuion of its utility in these cases, that 1 hclieve it 
eauiiot ho di^jwni^ed with. I coii!<idei' tho solution tbe most 
offbctual, and, in soiuo jiistuncua, tlie only, application (the knife 
excepted) that can bo relied ujion with certainty fur tho cure of 
Uie disease," The itinc Fiolution may be applied occasionally 
without Iwiug dilntud ; but for constant uso tlio slrengtli should 
Ik from two to four dracluus to eight ounces of water. When 
the warts arc chistured about tlie anus or I ho piirinieiini, a 
powder consisting of cqunl parts of saviii and burnt nhim, 
makes ati excellent application. These new rui'inations, wlieit 
Uiey occur on the external integument, are liniitod to distinct 
portionit of the papillary stratum of the true coriuni, or of 
the eebaceous follicles, Tliey ai'Q oftea kiiowu uuder the iiamo 
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-of acuminated condylomata, and have v^ry properly been 
Utrmud papUloBuUa. Tlio projeclious wliich constilulc Lho 
papillotua Boiiietimos terniinato in ncutc poiitt« ; sontctiines in 
tniucaLud, clavnto oxtrcmitiuK ; and ftr« m some iuitauces eup- 
jwrtod on a sleiidior iioek, or on a broader basis ; occaBiuually 
quite a number, grouped to^ctlicr, rise oa a commoa stocfc, or, 
crowded moro closely, coiistilulc a group, separated by lalenJ 
furrows, vhicli give them a cauliflower appearauc©.' 

Case. — A young printer, unmarried, came to me a few 
mouths ago wiUi numerous pedunculated warts situatod around 
tho aiuis and along the perineal iutegumenL Five or six yeius 
since, ho Imd a chancre on tho glaus penis. It was readily 
cured, and liis general healtJi never suffered hi conse(|ueDce of 
this pi-Lmury accident. Tlie witrt^ l>egaa to appear serea or 
eight lunnltis beforu I vas consulted. The largest were the 
third of nn inch, the smallest the tenth of an inch in length. 
The patient was directed to wasli tlie parts thoroughly in warm 
walur and &oap, and to apply tlie powder of sarin and alum 
morning and night. lu throe weeks the excrescences were com- 
pletely destroyed and did not reappear. No other treatmaat 
was used. This is a fair specimen of the effects usually derired 
from this powder. In many instances the locality of the TCgeto- 
tious renders iu appUauiou impracticable ; but vhere it can he 
u«ed coiiv-enieutly, its ajrency in destroying the abnormal 
growths is rapid, williout being very painfuL Esdiaiobcs all 
act mudi iu Uie sumo way ; and in ordinary cases there b mo 
grout choice tii tlieui. In some iu»tjiiices, iMwcvcr. there isa 
preference arising from the cttaracter, locality, and extent of 
furfacc occupitHl by the vegetations. If ll>ey are AaCMMdaad 
ii3.m in lar^ grou^ whcUkcr ou the cuticuUr or mwii 
»iirf»oe. and cxcisiiMi bo not admissible, the acid nitraie «f 
uHTvHiry will act as favorably as any topieal reiDedy. A. «mm- 
vciiiont HH'thod is to mouten the end cfa glass rod or a eksMl'a 
Uair peitcit with the fiuid. A quantity sufficieat to taca tlw 
tmr&ee of tbe ivsetatioos white, b to be osad, aikd no mtwB 
Ibft praeess is sooMwhat painful, but perfeedy deetmdn* to 
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morbid growths. If the cluster be rery largo, it will not be 
best to treat tbc whole at oue time; but ttic isurgQOii Khniild 
▼ait four or fire dajs, and tliea atUtck another portion. After 
Uie applicatiou of itie acid, liut, soaked in wiirm popfjy- 
rat«r, ought (o he (placed iii contact witit the part, and tlio 
(lattcut uliould roiiiaiit quiet fur ^olllC hours. 

A wlution of ohrotnic acid has Utcly cotno into une iii tho 

treatment of warts of the genital organs and other partx, 

vbetiier resulting from syphilis, goiiorilicea, or oilier irriUiting 

discharges. The stroiigth of the solution should be in the pro- 

portiou of one hundred gniins of crystallized cliromic acid to a 

fluid ounc« of diatillcd wuter. It is best u(iplied by means of u 

pointed glass rod as directed for the use of auid iiilrato of incr* 

cury. Only so much should he employed aa will ^aturato the 

diseased grovlii. Cars must bo tnkcn to avoid the adjacent 

healthy tissue ; for although the i^olutioti is not xuniiL-iQEiLly 

powerful to destroy or even vesicate the mucous surface, it may 

provoke au uniiocessary inflammatory action. Any t<ii)icrntii)(i« 

acid may be removed by a pieco of wot lint. The acid givett 

bat a trifiing amount of [>aJD. Warts situated on the vulva, 

labia, pcriiucum, anus, prepuce, glans, etc., may be trcntcd 

vith it, wilU safuty and success. One iippliculiuji ir^ generally 

lulBciont. A purulent discharge en^ucs.aiid under itK ijifluonca 

tlie morbid exereseeneois speedily wnvtn away. Tlio pr'n|H>r 

dressing to the purt^ after the application of the acid, is d ry liut, 

or lint wet with diluted lead-water. If tlii) warts are numerous, 

thcHime rule eliould bo observed iu attempting tlioir removal ax 

was suggested in the employment of the acid iiitrute of mercury, 

that i», to attack a part of them at a time. 

Whatever local measures are put iii force for removing the 
disease, whether in the male or female, the patient mubt not 
forgot that aflor the cure has beou completed, a recurroiico is to 
be apprehended, unless the most scrupulous attoiitioii to cloaii- 
huew) b« observed. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

BLENNOBRHAOIA IX THE FEMALE. 

Tbb .Speculum. — Of late years, the speculum has been 
resorted to &s an important means of diagno^iH, iu morbid 
nnucliuns tliut iiivudc the vagina ajiil titerus ; and the clinical 
dcmoni^tralions which its uso is capalde of afTurdhig in a. %'aricty 
of cases cannot he too highly appreciated. Moro than tvo 
thoti^niid years a^o, this iJi^tnimcjit was cmployeil as a tncaus * 
oracnlar iti^ipectioii ; liiit ttirough agencies, and for renowns not 
now apparL'nt, it drifted out of the current of medical nnd sur- 
gical |inu;licu, aiid fur many long ceiitnrics remained in a Ptale 
of oldiviuu, until ahont sixty jctirs ago it was agaiu brought into 
liinitud use Ijy M. Rocaniicr, of France ; and slill more recently 
lliroiifch thij iictivG (fedins of Ricord, it has become one of tl)« 
most |»o|>iiIiir nnd cniciciit means far obtaining an exact knowU 
v4^ci vi uterine le^'ione. And considered in a therapeutic point 
of vii'w. its iniirits, in cflrtnin cases, can scarcely lie eiag^erated. 
Aini>n}j; wliat wo term in medical parlance female diseases, 
ninl wliivli we are called upon to irvcstig-ate and treat, blcn* 
norrlia^iii, prtiuoL'diujj; froin some portion of tlie generative 
^}Btl)l,n ol' tliti fi'iiiniu, is unu of tlio most common; oud by 
tho iiM> of tlii> Rpoculum, the practitioner can arrive at a 
dogi**'!' <d' oerlniiity in re)rard to tlie jiatliolugical condition of 
tho luirin whicli it i» impoti!«ihlQ to ncqniro throuj^h the bUiid 
tiuuliniit of lti^itltl examinations. TI'.o lattor, under the most 
(Uviirctlilo oircumxiADoes, give but un imperfect knowledge of 
imy iui>rhhl idmit^oit Ihiit may take placo. Tlie seusc of touch 
ni'viU thi> asMxtAiH'ti of tho rye. Tho advsntJigL's of in!<tru mental 
ox)<Utmiioiit> do not wmihsi merely in l>ringing to view any 
|Mirlioulnr loslim llmt cnniiot otherwise be detected. Tliey 
ivlnli* dkn>eily imil cliiolly to thi>Rt|H.Mitic measure>i. Certain 
iihhIom of inwtUMHil. voruun topical nod constitutional remedies, 
|tiHm<«.iihlH fjwoitU' ipndilii'c, wUplwl u» }wtrticn1ur fvmctional or 
liliui'tuml dt<i-iin)[i'moubs and lo tto oll>ur¥, ai'O thii» suggvslud 
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to the judgmoiit hy what the eye has seen. In the sftmo man- 
ner, an exaiuinatioti within the tiiccal cavity, by tneaiis of a 
spatula, leads to dcfiriito contusions in regard to any morbid 
condition of the muuth and Uiruut. Cases not subjected to such 
iuBpcction must injciisairi ly Ikj coniiuctcd, in somo degree at 
least, according to tbc doctrine of cliauccs. No eo^acity or 
experience i& sufficient to guide the j>Iiy8iciau in the Iwst way, 
iudepeiideatly of ttio speculum. KQither the oxact locality nor 
the precise nature of the abnormal condition can be recognized 
in a satisfactory manner; and ttie line of treatment must be 
laid out and pursued under no little disadvantage. Hero the 
blind lead the blind ; and although neither may literally rculiitti 
the cataiitrophu spoken of in connection with tliiis implied igno- 
rance, it is certain that both must suffer from it in more wnyg 
than oiie. 

There are circumstances and conditions in which instru- 
mental examinations caiuiut be made. To employ tlie s|K!calum 
iu severe iunammtitory gonorrhrea, accompanied with lumefac- 
UoQ of the labia, wouhl bo au abuse of the iiistrnmcnt and of 
the patient. The surgeon luuBt stispead its use until the aciilo 
tymplums have been subdued. After tliis, the speculum sliouM 
be employed for the purpose of ascertaining wlietliL-r amy oro- 
nODB, vegetations, chancres, or ulceralions coexist with tlic blcn- 
norrhagic discharge. It not only gives clearness and precision iu 
diagnosis, but it can be employed an a surgical guide to render 
more facile the application of caustics or escharotics, in tho use 
of vhich caution and exactness of manipulation are nocossary. 
Tlic speculum may, without impropriety, he regarded as suited 
to a numerous clu£3 of females who rc<]uire medical aud sur- 
gical Irvatmont, and wlio are always anxious to he cured in the 
shortest time possilde. 

With the instrumentalities now at hi^ cominnnd, the intelli- 
gent practitioner obks only for a few days to acconiplisU a cure 
of maladies, which, while thu sjieculum was ignored, were sub- 
jected to a tedious and oftentimes random trcatmoiit of many 
weeks or montlis. Several kinds uf speculum are in vogue. 
The hivalvc is generally preferred. The common, conical form 
is easier to manugu, throws a sufScicnt quautity of liglit upon 
tlic part that is brought into view, and \tsually answers every 
purpose. 

Ifr 
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T>iAONOsi!t OF" BLKNNOftnnAoiA. IN TOE Fenalr. — Thfl inves- 
Ugatioi) of tills subject U often beset with difficulty aud embar- 
rassment. Tlie impossibility of detoriniuing iii all cases bo- 
tweon a goiiorrh(£a rusuttiug from iiifoctioii and one tliat 
I1U.S no siicli origin, in acknowledged hj all prat:tittoncrs. Such 
instunct's nro occasionally mot with in tliu nitklc subjoct, but 
ill ill female tliey are very frequent. Especially do Uicj occur 
in womon wlio have long bocn troubled with eomo chronic 
Bocrction of obscure character, assuming different appearances 
at dinbreiit epochs; being at ono period mucous, at another, 
muco-piirulont, or muco^angiiitiolciit ; and so on, through stiO 
other trniisformntions ; somotimcs attended with but httlc iucou- 
voiiicucc, at other times fretting and irritating the surfaces otct 
whiDli it flows. To theso chrouic cases the difficulty of discrim- 
iuution 18 chiefly confined. 

Neither chemical imt' pathological iuTcsligations havo as yet 
fnruiKhod any thing like tlie rct)uisite data by which we might 
decide ill Kiiy given cn^c aa to the contagious or noiKontagiotis 
properties of thvso abni>rinal exudations. Were we at lilicrty to 
mnko csporiments in the inoculation of those vitiated secretions., 
wu should tttill fnil to have any nbsokite criterion, or to acquire 
any incontcstible evidence in the pn-inisos, so far as relates lo 
the true goiioiThtrnl element derived by contagion from auolhcr. 
For it must bo admiltt'd that the vaginnl secretions of H>mc 
famalos who are perfectly chastis and entirely free from all 
gonorrtuval taint, may givQ rise to urutbral inflauiuiatioit and 
lilciinorrhagia iu some men, Lcucorrhoea has the credit of 
doing tills. Tlie suiii>! puwer is clutmed iu behalf of uonnal 
menstrual fluid. There are not a few ahlo writers who hate 
implicit faith iu the aliillty of both these secretions to provoke a 
blonnorrhagic urethral discharge. Candor, iiidocd, compels as 
to go farther, and to admit that an acrid condition of tlmordt- 
.nary mucous moisture, — the epithelial exudatioQ from llie 
uterus or the vnginn. — may generate a gonorrhica in the mak. 
But this mule, itt my opinion, must be endowed with soms 
peculiar idiosyncrasy, some remarkable aptitude, which p«vdi»- 
poses him to receive tho infection. Thus, extraordioary ca»> 
ditioiis appertaining to both piirtioR nl the Bame time, may 
occasion iion-f|wcific syniptoHia in a man, that cannot he dis- 
tiuguishcd iu their sevonly, dumtion, or compUcatMas, frga 
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tliwe phenomena attributable to contagion derivod from a 
woman, who has, and who gives, a vc^rLuiblu blontiorrhagia at 
the moincut of sexual congrust). Such iustauces arc, huwcvur, 
exoeedingly rare. Tliey will do to bo mciilioiicd &s mere ex<op- 
tiiOOS to the general rule, and this all tlioy arc worth. All tliet^ 
coutingencies, thcsio exceptions, and Uiese cxlraordinary circum- 
BtftilceSf (lemoiistraLc the paramount importance of having a 
full and truthful history ul' the case presented to the medical 
alt«nda.iit for his careful consideration. IF, short of such a liiii- 
lory, he attempts lo form an, opinion. lie will find himself somo- 
times, aiid when ho least expects it, li^aniiig upon a broken stalT. 
PracUtiouers of no Httlo tact and experience have been placed 
ia such a predicament. 

Prof«)KK>r Bennett, speaking of inflammation of l!ie vagina and 
vulva, says that ho considers Uio sccrvlion of a great quantity 
of pure pus frum the vu^^inal mucous membrane as all but 
palliognomonic of blennorrhagic inflammation. • " An important 
fact in connection witli vaginitis," says he, " to wliich I liave 
alreafJjr drawn attention, is, that it seldom oxigts for any grnat 
lengtli of time aa a primary diaea-ie, whether purely inflammatory 
or bleiuiorrhagic, without extending lo tiie mucous memhrauo of 
the cervix. Flence it is, that bleiuiorrliagin, a disease in wliich 
the ill flam niation no doubt commences in the vagina and vulva, 
tliO cervix is nearly always, after a pliort time, found lo be con- 
gested and iiifiamcd. uiid oveiitually, if tlie disease i» not cured, 
ulcerated. Like chuso who have preceded me, I am unable to 
point out any ab^olutu means of distinguishing between Riinple 
iuflamiualioii of itic vagina and bletinijrrhagic inflammation, 
alUiough I am couTinccd that a dineronco doco exist. Thia, 
indeed, is proved by the fact that simple inflummution of the 
vulva and vagina docs not, us a general rule, communicate 
blcnuorrhagia to the male, altliough I admit fully that an occa- 
sional exception may take place. My dispcnii;ary pn(it;nts are 
nearly all married ur Kingle women, amongst wliom I seldom 
mccl with syphilitic disease, and in tiie liighcr ranks of life it is 
atill more rare, not exittting in one uterine case out of fifty for 
which 1 am oouHultiid. Nearly all these femalcH in both cla^^cs 
of the community are suflering from vaginitiB, as described 
above, in a more or less acute form, wbeii they apply for advice ; 
aud yet although tliey hare generally lived with their Lusbands 
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up to the time thej consult me, the vife bu oetrly alwara a 
tolc of mrrow to record ; lier husband is irild, dinpatcd, kecfw 
l>ad compniiy, nloeps out at night, and genenll; speaking, liaa 
coiifouod to her that he has exposed hintTeir to contagion. 
Tlie onljr anatomical differences, however, which I lave ob- 
sorved in blonnorrhagic iiiflaaimatiou, are the very great quan- 
tity of pus socrotcd, the extreme redness, congestion, and 
awcllitij; of the mucous membrane, tlie occa^ioiinl extension of 
the ill It am ma lion to tlio urethra, aud its extreme intractahilily 
to troutmont," " 

Yiiiiiig female chJIdreii are soiuctimee troubled with a dit- 
uiiNcd condition of the genital organs, pre^ontitig eyuiptoms 
very imu^li likw those arising in llie female of adult age. Tlie 
troublo usually commences in the prrr/iulium elUoridis, which, 
from some accidental cause, becomes itiHamed ; and the affec- 
tion itriwrwnrds extends gradually to tho lalna, nympli», and 
piM'ti»|i8 to tlio vajrina. In some instances, small ulcerations 
foi III lirni and tbure upon the mucous m&mbranc, which yields 
voi-y little ])nrii]oiit dinchargo. In other cases, erosions take 
pliii'i'. or lliiTo is im ii|ihtlinuH Koiulition of tho parts, attended 
will) a nnriiiiH cxinliLliDn more nr Ic^s copious, and irritating to 
tlic Hurfitco with wliicli it comes in uoiitaut. lu still other iu- 
mIiiiu'viii, hut uf VL'i-y infruquoiit octarretice, a leucurrhccal dia- 
»'hiiri;i< iii imliood, n]i]iiire)itly from tho vagina, while tlie other 
UDMK'iatu oiyniis remain healthy, and the child is otlierwise 
W('ll, In none of llioso cases do the Fymptoins assume a spe- 
eilio olmrnctor. They may nwakon alarm in the luiad of the 
imttlltT, und ttometimoii &iiii|)i(!ioii may be oxcited that foul |day 
bin liot'n pnu-tiwd u|Km tlio child by a (wrson having a gon- 
urrlnml vr vi<nvri>iil atfut'tion, wlR'n such is not the fact. A 
ftiw inoitlhii s'imi*. I was nvjuosled to examine a little girl 
uhiiut livi,) yours olil. Shu liitd mnco-purvilent discharge from 
llu>; vii):inH, — tho pxtcrnal onran^ being free from disease. 
Tho child WDM M'lit (0 Kniii.sfortt Ulaiid Uospital. The ^y'mp- 
luiti* wvra of n mild ty}w, but wrerol weeks parsed before a 
oniv Wah HeiSiui|>h)>btMl. Uy the [<arentA the trouble was 
ihokiiiht III have orininatttl with n M^rrant girl, of bad repute, 
wli» "Ivpt with tlio [wlioitL A riuitar iiv5ianco came under 
wj viOii»rx*X\<M\ MiV\trHl yoMr» *)^>, in a child two jvui^ ot age. 
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and reqaifing traunMBt fi>r mora Ihan two months. lu this 
caws, ther* did Ml seem to be grodod of suspictoii against 
anf iudivitiaal, aor vas tbe cause of the difficulty apparent. 
I>r. R. U. Salter mSorms me tliat lie has receiitljr httii under 
his diarge Cro ftaalt ciiUdrvn, one agu^ uiglit jrean., and the 
oiber eleveu, affected with ur«lbral and ragiiial tilciiiiurrliagia, 
Tbs mother vas under hit treauueiit for tiiu y.-itnu di»caM) at 
the same uine. Tlie otilr way of accouiitinjj for the occur- 
rence of the complaint in the childreu was, that lli<j oiutlier 
ttsed the aiM napkius for wiping tlic children, uQcr bathing, 
vUch she bad jtut before employed ou her qwii person. A 
few yean since, two similar iiutauces wore reported by Dr. 
Biirfce Byan before the London Medical Society. Two children, 
stfiters, aged respectively one and four years, vera fuiuid labor- 
ing under a profiise raginal discbarge. Tbere was Iii^b fever ; 
tbe parts were much swollen, with great pain in micturition. 
The expiauaiioii is to the inude of couiinunifalioii of the 
disease to iliese children was tins; It vras aTcurtuined tbut 
a young woman in tbe house had profu^ gonurrhu^iJ di» 
charge ; tliat she washed herself in tbe .'^luiie vc.-'sci unod for 
washing the cbildreii ; that she U5«d alwut lier privHle pttrL's tlio 
snu sponge wliivh was employed for tiieni, anil snb upon tbo 
same vessel wbicb tbcy did.* 

As the forcgoiug cai^s are well autheuticatod, tbey are im- 
portant iu refercDCO to maUcrs of medical jurii^prudeiico. i^iiu- 
ilsr accidents uiight liappen to females of adult ago. 

If a young female witli miicuus or pilrulent dischargo 
diowing it»elf at tbe external guiiiial organs, in presciilod for 
examination and trealinent, it will usually bo an eiusy mutter 
to determine wtictbcr any attempt ut iiilrumit'siuii of tlio viiilo 
organ lias been made )>y «n adult male, .^.iiy sui:]i olfort will 
be very likely to be followed itinuudiately hy inflaniniatiun and 
swelling of tbe toft and delicate structures of Ibi! lutiin and 
□ymplis ; and inceration, or other injury, alxiiit ibu entrance 
of the %'agina, a'ill be detected. If no marks of violeueo can 
be discovered, the morbid condition of the parts luu^t bo attnl>- 
uted to snme other cause — as tliu aei^naiululioii of lilth, irri* 
lalion from the clolliing, or suuic intestinal durangemeiil. 

' I^ndon MmIicaI Guette, April, 1851, p. 744. 
15* 
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OONOKKHtKA AND SYPHaiS. 

Situation. — Bleiinorrhagic inflammation, attended with a 
specilic disclinrgo, eminently contagious, attacks tlio muvous 
membrane of ttic vulra, tiio vagina, ui*ethra, ajid litems. In 
very mild cases, tlio abnormal action is confined to tlijs nicm- 
brand: but, in most instances, it puiiotratL's into tlie subjacent 
tissues. It is usually limited to some portions of tbe genito- 
urinary aitptirfttus, altIioii|^b iu ccitaiii chkcs wliicli have been 
iioglocted, or which, from Some special circumstances, resist 
the ordinary therapeutic mcasurcB, llie malady projiagalus itself 
tlimnghoitt all the organs. Among the ulterior accidciita resuttr 
jng frina bleniiorrhagia, may bo mealioncd cystitis, nephritis, 
iiiflamiiiatiou aud obliteration of the Pallopinn tubes, ovanUf, 
HtorJlity, peritonitis, inflammation and suppuration of the in- 
guinal lympltatic glands and of the labia majora, chronic en- 
largouieut of tliw nympliie, etc. 

Varietim. — As llie morbid process takes placfl in certain 
locahtios. whilu other ]>or[ions of the genital organs arc not 
imiiiicaled, the diseaso may very properly bo considered under 
seveial varieties, accoi-diiig to the situation it occupies. The 
vulva and vagina aro most frcqueutly the ecat of catarrhal iti- 
flaniRiatioa. > 

Symptoms. — Among the earliest eymptoras which announce 
til© approach or actual existcnco of the disorder, arc, a pe- 
cnliar tickling and Itching sensation in the parl». auioutiling, 
in some women, to a sort of temjioiary iiympbouiania. The 
liibiu iiiajoru are swulleii, and upon sepuratiug tliem, the whole 
mueoiis surface thus brought to view is found to have under- 
gone a material change. An erytlieiiiutous redneKS, with a 
tingiil condition of what is called the vulvar circle, is niaoi- 
fe&t. Serous InBltration takes place into the cellular tissue of 
the nyniphiE, i^reiitly distending these bodies, which protrude 
tbruugh the external labia, and become ojdematous, constricted 
and L'Xtremety sensitive. The patient is scarcely able to walk 
abuiu, or even to sit down, on account of the local sulTcring 
she e.tjjcriences. Tlic bladder is disturbed by sympathetic 
irritation; micturition is froqnent and painfnl, although no 
urethritis exists. The tumeraction of the neighlroring purls 
interferes with the free exit of the urine, the diCTuKioa of which, 
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OTer the iiiflanaAd surface, cau<ies no incen»ideraMo smarting 
and scalding. The Uiflaniiuation soon reaches the vagiim and 
fprcads ill circtimttcribed lULtuh'CS, or perhaps extends Uiroiigh- 
out tliv whole of its iDuiMjii!! iiictnliruiic. Its numurotis pupitlas 
and Mtieles b(!coiiie liypurtnipliivd ; its wulU contract and 
present n granular aspect ; aiid if the iiifismniatiou reach a 
high point, aliriusioiiN of the epitholiiiin are hei-e and there 
>eeit iu the form of lenticular spots, which give to the mucous 
snrface a salmon-Uke appearance : and if the force of the dis- 
Maed action bo not cheeked, ulceration); aru formed. Tlicne 
bear considerable reserublnncc to diphtheritic Tenereal sores; 
but (lie/ are more siiperficiul than the latter^ oiid iti many 
instances, when examiaod with the speculnm, they can be seen 
in their different stages of developraenl. Tboy yield to treat- 
ment more readily than any syphilitic atfcctioa wliich has un 
apparent affinity or likeness to them. 

yimultaucously with the preceding manifestations, a copious 
maiMUS discliargo apiwars. Tiiis very soon becouics puriform, 
■ud is poured out in great, profusion. Sunietimcs a vesicular 
eruption, induced by the irritating qualities of the blennor- 
riiogic Kcerutioti, bruulcM uut upon the periiii'al ititegiiment, 
the inner aspect of ths thi(rh«, and other neighboring parts. 
When the eniptioii is irapeliginoiis, it is apt to remain for a 
long time, and m^y be, and often is, inislakcn ' for a true Tcn- 
eroal ernptioii. Its persistent character is gomjrully conse- 
quent upon micleanliness. The blennorrhagia, cither from neg- 
lect or miNraaiiageruunt, very frequently degenei-ates into a 
ctuvnic vaginitis, Tlio discharge lessens in quantity, con- 
tinues to be more or less purulent, and U!<ually retains itfi 
specific virus to the last- Tlie jmlient is exempt, perhaps, 
from nearly all the concomitant symptoms that cliaractt^rized 
the initial stage of the complaint, — from which circumstance 
she arriviM at the erioneoiis conclusion that simple lencorihtiia 
is her only trouble; but if sexual intercourse be indulged in, 
tite otiier piirty is pretty certain to find that ho lias sought pleas* 
urc Bt a poisonous fountain. 

TttEATMKST. — Although, under onliriary circumstances, gon- 
orrhffia in the female docs not ufTcct so severe a type as ici tlia 
uuilc, it is, nevcrthelesB, in all its esi^ential features, nearly as 
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difficult to manage in tlie ono as in tho oilier. Dtiriog tbc 

moiistruul period, tlicra is an iiicrcatsed afflux of lilcKid to the 
Gcsiiul a[*paraLU5 of tlie femab, and aUo at tliis time an exacer- 
bation of tlia bleiiiBorrliaglc affection. To tliose disadvantages 
aiuittier remains to Ue added : witilo ttie menses are present, no 
local treatment can be pitrEtied ; whereas, tliis constitutes an 
imijortant mi^nus of cure, especially while the difTicult^ is con- 
fined to the vulva and vagina. 

In the acute forni of vaginal blennorrliagia, anlijitilo^stie 
treatment is always appropriate. The patient must be confined 
as much as pus^iblo to the rcuuinbent posture. Saline upericnta 
should he taken in quantities sunicicut to act on the bou'eh 
freely. Three or four dracliuia of snipliate of njagnesia, in the 
early part of the day, wiU generally ucconipU&Ii all that is 
required in this particular. Warm diluent drinks, such at 
toast-water, riuL'-waler, or a weak deeoctiou of oupaturitun po^ 
fnliattuu, wiLli a liberal quantity of the liquid acetate of ammo- 
nia, may bo taken far th(3 purjiosc of exciting aud sustaining a 
free dinjihorutic action. Weak orangeade or lemonade will 
also b(! found henelieial, Adviintugo will always be gained 
from llie employment of warm biitlis, resorted to in the evening. 
Tiiey tend to equalize capillury circulation, ttud thus relicro tlio 
local cngorgcumnt. A luw. uiistimLilatnig diet is lu bo oWervcd. 
In aeute eases, and while the miseliief is confined to the vulva 
and vagina, these eoiistitutionnl measures are about all, of this 
description, that will be necessary. It i" a local inflammation 
that we have to dciil with, metro or loss intense, but in which 
there is rarely any great constitutional participation. lu most 
instances, the condition of the tongue, pulse, and skin, demou* 
Etratcs this. 

Bahiim of copaiba^ which is so valuable a remedy in urethri- 
tis, is wholly i"niputynt in vaginal gonorrhoea. 

The following mixture will, in Lhc generality of cases, be 
found as suitalilo and ellicient a remedy as any in arresting Uio 
Iftst-nuiuud variety of blcniiorrhagitir — 

R; Tinciurw Lytia.-, . . . i . . A 

Tinctune Ciibebfp, na, S y. 

Aqun- Cnin|ihonp, S '''■ 

Mor|>hiie Siilphntii gr.iT. K. 

DoB^ — On« ih'ucliiii tlircc time* n day, in. a (pU of ricc-nrntcror toul-wntcr. 
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If uo inconveiiieiico arise from this qimiitily. tlio pnticnt may 
take four or Are drachms in tlie tn'oiity-rour liours. It i» scU 
dom thut strangury occurs to a degree tliat rnqiiiros artiliciuL 
relief; but if tliis e-IiomM lie the casQ, a warm l>ath or an vxtra 
fourtli gmtn of morphia, in lialf aii ounce of camphor- water, will 
]tTOV6 a sufUcieiit antidote. A tiltlo iimouvcuieiics or scalding 
in micturition, if occasioned by the above mixture, is cpiricuco 
ill favor of its use, ulthoiigh the uinuniit uftlio niediuinu sliould 
be less than at first. IT tlio disagreeable iiuprcssioci herd 
referred to should bo realized, ths patient may clieri^h a con- 
fident expectation that a cessalioii of the Ijleiinorrlmgia will 
speedily follow. 

Local Treatmekt. ^Injections aro cliiofly to he relied upon, 
is topical remedies, in subduing acute bloniiorrhngin in tliQ 
r«male. Although somewhat discordant views prevail !n regard 
to tlio value of this class of medicines in nretluitis in th(3 male, 
there is no discntimncy as relates to tlioir free employmoiit in 
Tajj^iiitis. Injections of a sooLliing or emollient nature, rather 
th»n tho^c wliitfh exert a tnniu or astringent effect, are to bg 
preferred iu LliO i?arly |>criod of vaginal iiiflaiumatiou. Warm 
water constitutes one of the bi'st injections lliat caa be nsod. 
[n order to derive from it all the beitefils wliicli it is ca|«iblo of 
affording, it should bo repeated many limes in llie day. It not 
only keeps the iiiHunted niincoiis Rnrfucu UJid tlie otlicr parts 
comparatively exempt frnm tlio iri*itation of tlio ahnopinal secre- 
tion, but exerts a decidedly curative iiifiucnce upon the dis- 
eased tissue itself. A thin mucilage, made of the [lowdorcd 
itlippory elm tmik, constitutes a soothing and quite useful injoc- 
tion ; flax-sioed tea, and a weak dceuctiun of poppy, aro likewise 
beneficial, niid may he used as directed for simple warm water 
iajeclion. Eitlier preparation, here spoken of, will Borvc a val- 
uable purpose in ajjpeasiiig the irritalile mid oiigorged coiiditioti 
of alt ihc parts implicated in the hiennorrhflgie eomphiint. In 
order tliat the iiij«ctioti may irrigate the upper portion of ilia 
vaginal cavity, and be prevented from cseaping prL^niarurcly, 
the patient should lie on her liack, with tlio polvis elevatod, at 
the lime of using the syringe. What is tormod the " puin|>- 
syriuge," with a vaginal tube, is efflcioiit aud couveiiient Tho 
tube aliould bo inserted to the distance of about three inches. 
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A pint or more of water or mucilage can 1)0 thrown op in a fev 
moments, wiltiout rcmoviiig tlic syringo. As the patient's 
recovery is basied in no small dogroo upon tho use of injecliODS, 
every practicable racility should be aBbrded for the best method 
of employing th«m : and no expeiise, tieceeeary for procuring 
tlic right kind of apparatus, will be losL If u pump-«yringe 
CttiLiiot be procured, a. metallio instrument, having a long 
curved tubo or pipe, and capable of holding sis or eight ounces, 
or a vulcaniacd India-rubber bag. with a long tube made for the 
purposo, will answer.* 

A tam|}i>ii of soft lint sliould bo placed between ,tho labia, 
and wui-m fuuiciitatioiis applied during the intervals bctwccB 
the injections; and while tliG active stage continues, warm 
tatlis shouW be used daily. As soon as tlie severity of the 
local symptoms lias materially abated, injections, different from 
thoso mentioned above, must bo substituted. Those containing 
the Frtfncli cliloride of soda will bo found useful. Generally it 
will be advisable; tu cumniijiico u'itii one ounce of tho chlorine 
Boluiiou to one pint of water, and let the patient inject two or 
tliiee oniKOs i'(!ji(;atudly. It abimld reach every part of the 
TBfiiiiftl caiinl. It", after a trial of sis or eight days, the tlilorin- 
ated wntcr does nut yield satisfoctoi'y results, it should be aban- 
doned, and the nitrate of silver bo employed in its stead. If 
the crtiidilion aC tlio parte will allow the speculum to bo inserted, 
the miioiia membrane can be examined, and the solid nitrate 
of eilvLT applied, either wholly or partially, over its surface, 
according lo iho seat of the disease. The cases really demand- 
ing this local I leatmeii t, huwyvcr, urc few in number, compared 
-with those in which its use is not called 'for. The iiumodiuto 
efiect is to augment the discharge ; but after a few applications, 
vliicli may be repeated every third or fourth day, it will gener- 
ally arrest it in a short time. If the surgeon decide to try Che 
silvi^r, tlifi »;iitiio sni-faco of the mucous nienibraiie should bo 
thoroughly dcnnscd wiili warm water injections previous to its 
employment. While the vagina is tluis treated with the silver. 
a solulioii of alum, to the amount of two scruples to twenty 
ounces of water, may be injected several times during the day. 

' V«y goo-J iTTtnge^ for vngiriBl ui<« are mnimfiicliirfwi by Mr. ThomM 
lew, of ;tii« city i hIho by Mi. Da-vidvon, of CtuulcnlowD, Maw, 
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A solution of iiitrnto of silrer 13 a faToHto with many Kur- 
geoiis. Ill some instances, objoclioiis obtain agaiiii<t its iibo, 
from the Tact timt it ^ils tlic liiioii. It alsn requires a glass 
tjiiofce, which, especially lu tl)« hands uf tliu ptiUont, i» not aa 
eutirely safe iiwtrutiieiit. 

TiiKture of iotlw is a servicealilo remedy in tlic gonorrhoea 
or females. I^iko tlie nitrate of silver, it st&im the linen, and 
00 that accouut is somulimcs objvctud to. A eiiiglo applicntioit 
is frequeotljr sufficient to arrest tliu disuhargo. The vagina will 
tolerate an injoctiou of higher strciijjtli than would be proper 
fiar the taalo urethra, lii tU» prupuriiuii uf 3 sa. to i vlij. of 
water, it may he thrown up tliruo tiuiea a day, and il may be 
proMrilied in tho early ponod of the complaint, cvcti if llicrc he 
coDsidcrablo intiammntion ; but its cRioacy will be more appor- 
wit wlien thoro is ulceration of tho vaginal mucous momhraiio, 
or about tlio cervix utori. M. Boinet, of Fruiicu, ukcs the tiuc- 
ture of iodine, with an oc|uat quautity of wutvr, with groat tuc- 
o»s as a loi-al cumlivo in this alfuctian. 

Tlie recent infusion of red bark with nitric acid, f'urni!«hc!« an 
flXcelleDt tonic and astritif^ont injection, and is suited to all 
fonuB and vaneties of the coinplaiul, after the more acnto 
ijaiptoms hare subsided. Let me add tliat it is eijually valua- 
ble in coses of ordinary Icucorrhtca. 



R, InfliaionU Cinchona Rubrv .,, ^x. 

Addi Nitripi, gtL XR. 

M. To be awd ropoaUdly during the day. 

77ie chlorate of potash is liltewise worthy of a trial in j,'onop- 
rhaal and ruginal iuHammation. It has been prescribed with 
tho same well-known hucccns that attends its use in stomatitis. 
The gubjoiuod proacriptiou is appropriate: — 

H. Tsnmn 3iJ. 

FotaMK Cblonit!>s 5j- 

AqtiB Fonura^ Sxvj. M. 

Injkctiun. 

Tlie patient may use an ordinary female syrmgoful at a time, 
and repeat the operation ad libitum, ltd bencticiul elTcets gen- 
erally declare themBelTea in a fcv days. 
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Chronic Vaginitis. — Tliie is a gleety cotiditioii of tlic parts, 
witU a tliin iiiuco-]iiit'iileiit disctia-rge, which it is oftoii •.litlictilt 
to distiiigiiieh froni common leiicorrticea. It can usually be 
5iiccessriilly managed with astriiigeiit and Ionic injections. 
Mention has already been made of one or two of tliie cla^s of 
remedies. Bolides tlicse, tlicro is a long li^t of otiiors bearing 
a similar diameter. Tho liquor phiml)i is oiio of the most 
triistwoiLliy. It should bo nsed repeatedly during tlie day, in 
the proportion of half an ounce to eight or ten oiiiices of water. 
A saturated eolution of alum is good. It ma;r be employed 
once in tlic twenly-fiuir liours, and in tlio interim the surfacG 
of tlie Tagina otigliL to be freely hatlied witli cold-water injeo 
tiuiis. The latter may be rcgnrded as both tonic and aslringt-nt 
ill tlieir curative action, and uitiy be resorted to with the gi*eat- 
est freedom. 

Tlie specuUim is to be introdnced every few days to ascei^ 
tain tho precise lesion of tlie parts, provided the catie does not 
progress favorably under ordinary treatmeht. Through this 
inbitt'umeiit the niticons surface can be toucliod, from time to 
time, with the nitrate of silver, or with Iho com[>ound tincture 
of iodine. A small probang is to be moistened with the latter, 
and applied wlioroveir any apbtliniis paLehus, erosions, or ulcera- 
tions exist. I prefer the iodine to the silver. Tlie nitric awd 
likewise aflbrcis a suitable application, especially if ulcerations 
are detected. It should be tried cautiously every third or 
fourth day. 

Vaginitis is often prolonged in consequence of the walls of 
the canal coming in contact. To obviate thin, let a small roll 
of lint ho passed Ihrougli the ispeeulnm, and he deposited ia 
the vagina, where it can remain until the next day, by which 
time it should be renewed. By having a strotig thread at- 
tached, it can easily be drawn out. Its presence occasions 
some inconvenience and trouble, as it interferes with tlio fro- 
queul employment of injections, altliongli it does not prevent 
their use. Chronic enlargement of the nympho? sometimes 
results as a consequence of vaginitis. Leeches, warm foroeu- 
Intions, and cleanliness will generally remove this difliciilty. 

The labia are fruqucntly the seat of abscesscfi during the 
bleiinorrhagie affeetinn. A free opening should be made at aa 
early period, and they tihould in ail respects bo treated accord- 
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iug to tlie principles of surgery. If the contents of tlic al'sccs 
Br« allowed to find an outlet »pontBJicout>ly, tlicy arc linlile to 
piiKttie a circuitous route, and tluis & sitiiis may liQ formed 
which will refuse to heal for a long jicrioit. I liavc known such 
ntiilHM to occur, and to remain mora tlmn tiis moollis before 
th4 parts were roslorcrJ to a. souml condition. It ih quite Btir- 
prieiDg to witness the protracted rcsistftiico wliicti, in lliene 
circiim^taiices. the diseased ^tructuro offers li» nit ordinary 
Bui^cal efforts. 

BLEy>TORRHAGIA OF TTTE t'TERUS. 

In chronic vnginitia, a catarrlial affeclion is very commonly 
derclopcil in the nterns. The os, tliG ■cervix, and inoi-e or less 
of tlie Dincoiis meuilirane of this ur^an, are invnlved. If an 
examination be tnudu with tlio fiKicniuni, it will lio found that 
tlie follicnlar or Xaliothnii glandN, und very likely all llio parts 
a» far as vitiible, will atlbrd cvidenco of some abnormal action. 
Tha iiiflammalioM if* gcnerallj- modoralc in its tyjffi, with Bome 
iiidiiralioii and enj^orgemeii t of llic cervix ; and Tcgelatioiis and 
Euperficial ulcerations are often found (o occnpy some portion 
of the OS uteri or its iinmediutu iiL-ighhorhood, the luncuus 
inombraiio boitig everywhere thickened. 

A copious, tenaciouM, scuii-transparcnt or mnco-piiriitcnt !ta- 
crution escapes from witliiu the of, which i:^ pntnlons and 
gratiuUr, and of a deep-red color. The secretion is the joint 
product of the glands of Nahoth and of tho intonnill lining 
lueinhrane of the uterus, and may coiitinne for a very long 
time after all traces of vaginal disease have vanislifld. Tho 
storility of prostltnles, it is pi^tiondly Ixtliuved, is duo to tlio 
presence of tliis disclmrgo, which so freqncnily exists in this 
class of fomales. 

!n maniptdaling with Ilic specuhun, and in employing a 
spoiifCO or raf-nnjp Cor the purpose of romoviiig thi? stratum 
of thick, vitiated thiid which partinlly occnpics the uterine 
otnfiofl, the parts arc cajiily made to hlned at vjiriouc points. 
The operator sometimes (ind^t it iieces«nry to pnll nway the 
abnormal deposit with a pair of Torccps introduced thronpti the 
.speculum, or to twist it nroinid nud cntaiifilo it in the swab. In 
a few inhmtCH aHer being removed, the material can again be 
16 
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seen tricklinsr down tbe sides of Ihe o* tiac* and lodg^ n 
Uie vaginal surface, where it rapidly aocomuUies in 
quautitics. I liuvc rrcquciilly vitncsecd these pbotioiDeM ii 
iroiii«u who Hnd tlicir wuy to Dcor Island Hox^ttl, and otW 
ttimilar iiiftitiitiooa. Diissoliitc and brokcu-dovn provtilotes, 
and lliose of a strumous or leuco-plilegDiaCio tempermail, m 
liable 10 this Taricty of l>leiiiiorrbagia. The aflbctkn girs rin 
to more or Use constitutional disturbance. The patient W 
comes pale, has a poor appctitn ; is troubled vith indig«(tioo, 
paiu .ill tho lower part of the Bpinal culuuin, attcoded with a I 
sense of weight or Ueariii^ down of the uterus ; is uDtble to 
walk or to take otlier cxercisQ without aggravatiiig the lool 
Bjmptoms ; la nervous, dejected ; has oold hands and cold fe«t, 
a uUitimy cuiiditlun of tlio !>kiu. a i|uick, feeble pulse ; is subject 
to &ts of hysteria ; aud is in all re»|)cct3 a miserable epecimei 
of humanity. 

Treatment op rTEHiNt Blennorrhaota.. — In tlie tocaf tieat- 
ment of this malady, the application of the ^lid nitrate of silver 
to tliO cervix, M the lips of the os tinvse, and in some instauoes 
higher up within the wails of the uterine cavity, is au effectual 
procedure. Kei'nro using the silver, it is requisite to reaioT« J 
the morhid secE'etioii, and to cleanse tho parts as thoroughly at 
po^^blo by wiping tliom i^ith soft cotton or lint. Unless this 
preliminary measure be carefully observed, the caustic cannot 
fairly attack tlio lesion. The employment of the silver should 
be followed immediately by an injection of warm water, or of 
decoction of poppy. It will be neecesury to insert the .speoilnm 
in order to hring tlio parts into view to whicli the nitrate is to 
bo touched. The re|»olition of this process must de]>end upon 
the results which follow, and of which llic surgeon will best 
.judge by introduciiip the epceuliim in three or four days after 
the application of the silver. The potasaa cuin calcc is pre- 
forrod by eoiuo prflctitioiiers. among whom arc Beunelt and 
Aetoij. It penetrates deeppi' into the tissues than the filvor. 
It is Iiard, and rcrjuires to be rubhtid against the affected part. 
Hysterical convulsions and proftise li«;morrhage are among tho 
symptoms occasioniilly t-uporvoning upon its use. It rwjuires 
no little practice tn know how to apply it to tlie best advantage. 
Prof. Simpson selects Uic puLassa fusa in prcfurcnco to all other 
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escliarotics. He ftmea lliat he fituls it far more managoable, 
speedy, aiid certain than sjiy oilior siibstanco. Tlio chloride of 
due is a farorite with somo t^urgeons. It is highly delifjuescoiit^ 
and it is difFieult to pniVLMit it from sprcfldiiig in all dii-ectious; 
uid before it ia [Kissiblc tu employ a Bululioii of carhonaia of 
ttodft, or other iieutrutiz3iig n^ciit, the caiiiitic will have timo to 
injure the healthy parts. Similar olyeciions exist in regard to 
tlie pota$!ia I'usa. If tlie mediciit attendant be thorotm:tily 
drilled in the buf^ineflf, as are the surgnoiis uieiitionud uliovo, 
perhaps no fear need he eutortalnod hi the employ in'.'iit of the 
tiuc or potasli ; hut otherwise, I think these cscharotics arc to 
bo regarded as too poloiil, too quick, too uuuiaiiageablo for com- 
mon use. Bill few Actons, or Bennetts, or Simpsons are to he 
found in the tii»ilical or stir^icat ranks. The French {imrlition- 
er« are in favor of tlie acid nitrate of m.*rciiry in nyphilitie and 
other ut«rtiio or vaginal tikerations. In ordinary ca»o.<<, it is 
best to begin with Iho nitrate of silver, or wilh the compouiid 
cincture of iodiiio ; and, failing of success wiili these, tlio luote 
energetic topical measures may subsequently Ue nilopted. 

lu the free uso of caiulics of almu^^t any kind, tlia os and 
cerrical caiiul are in danger of hccumrng contrni-led to »\n:h a 
dogroo a« uearly to obliterate thcui, and thus interfere uith the 
norin&l process of ineiistrtiatioii. To prevent this accident, it is 
eomctinics nccc'sary to pa^s a bougio through the canal wlicti- 
ever the caustic is resorted to. 

Ill rare instances, that liave rosiEtcd the measures above pro- 
posed, deep scarifications into the os have been made, and the 
nitrate of silver applied immediately afterwards with the inten- 
tion of destroying the follicles from wliicli the morbid secretion 
Gocnes. The operation h said by M. Iluguier to have been auc- 
c««sful in liLS hands, and not tu have bcQU particularly painful. 

Injkctions. — Under this head a few words only need bo 
offered in addtiiun to what lias been presented in previous pages 
in connection with urethral and vuginal gonorrhtKa. Fur uc- 
cAiSionol nsc, an intra-viiginal injection of a concentniccd decoc- 
liou of black walnut leaves will be Ijeneficial.* The speculum 
isHrst to be iutroduced, aud tlie neck of Uie womb exposed ; 

• Thii wo* a fuTorita rpmedy with Vidnl. 
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tliou witli a Iurg;t! onuma syringe, tlie decoction is to bo thrown 
lip. ill diroct contact with tlio cervix, and a tampon of lint U 
al'lerwai'ds to ha placed u})ai) il )^o as to isolate it from oibar 
parl«. Ttiie injection is to be ueod only twiue a week, aiid oq 
tl)c days when it Is not employed, the patiout is to makQ use of 
somo of tliQ milder astringent liqiiids. An infusion o{ wntlimt 
Itiuvus, with liair a drueliui of sulplmle of iiliiminiL to tlic pint, 
van bu injected every two hours during tlio day. A dococtioD 
of tlio inner liark of the common white pine makes a valuable 
iiijyctioii in all chronic oases of vaginitis, whether the utei-iis he 
iitvuhcd or aut. It t^liould be used with a long syringe, in tlte 
■tame uinnner as the walnut infusion. It is sli;:htly stiiniilaliiig 
as well as astringent, and causes a auutiiation. of waruilh in the 
parts, but no other iiiconvoniBiice. A coinpositioii consisting of 
four onneos of glycorine and one ounce of tannin has been em- 
ployed with advunlage in chronic vaginal and uterine bWimor- 
rliagia. Tlic mctliod is this: ufter Ihc piuifurin matter tliiU 
lines tlio walla of the vagina has been tboroughly washed away 
with u(.hi water injections, two or three plugs of lint, well soaked 
in the glycerine and lanniii compound, are to lie introduced so 
ati to occupy the etitire length of the vaginal canal. On the 
next day they are to be drawn out; tlie cold water injections 
Again employed, and fri^sh plugs introduced through the 
specukiiu. 

Various other topical means will suggest themselves to the 
physician, if those already luonlloiied prove inadequate to ao- 
coiupIi»b the desired end. 

Tug CoNSTlTL-TloNAL Theatmrn'T host adapted to the condi- 
tion of mo^t patients laboring under chronic viigtnilis or uturine 
blennorrhagia, is that wliiuli has a large tonic element of some 
sort. Tlio bowels should be ko])t in a healthy slate: the diet 
^huuId be simple, iiiitritious, and lilmral in alluvrance ; and bath- 
ing, cold or warm, as the patient may prefer, is to be practised 
every day or every other day, at all seasons of the year. 

TTRETHRAL liLKNNORRIIAGtA IN TUE FEMALE. 

Urethritis, as a distinct morbid condition, is not often mot 
with iu the female. If a healthy woman bas sexual intereuursa 
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*!th a man while a blennorrhagia is upon him, tlie vulva, 
vngiim atid ut«rus sustain the injury, while the urctlim, from 
the alniost total conceal men t of its oriflca within tlio surroimdiiig 
tissues, is comparatively exempt from danger. Neveptlieless, it 
is occasionally doomed to receive the contagious matter, while 
the other parts escape. 



Stmftoms. — Itching, smarting, pain, scalding, difRcully in 
mietiiritiou, n-ilh frequent inclination to urinate; redness anil 
tumefaction of tlie meatus, auiiounco the advent of Clio diseaEQ. 
Other uiiii&ual phenomeua, relating to tlio parts directly in- 
ToUed, soon appear. It ia scarcely uecQ68ary, however, to draw 
tn exact portrait of all the minutisa belonging to this variety of 
bleuiiorrliagia in the female. It is suRiuieiit to remark thut tlio 
symploim are es.^'entiaUy the same as thoso which exist in 
urethritis in the mak. If the physician be in doubt wliL'tlior 
tlie secretion proceed from the urctlira or the Tagiria, the ques- 
tiou can be decided by passing the finger into tlio latter, and 
pressing gently from behind along the course gf the uretlirii. 
Tliis will occasion an escape of the purulent Huid from the 
orifice of the urinary canal, if that be tlie seat of trouble. 



Tkeatmest. — Rest, low diet, fomoalations, hip-baths, etc., an 
rccooimcnded in the other forms of gonorrhtsa in tho female, 
will be appropriate in the prosent variety. Bland, diluent 
drinks are more essential here, and more beneficial, that when 
the urinary organs are not involved. The bladder is prone to 
manifest a great degree of excitability, to allay which the free 
use of opiates will ho ioiportaut. 

Hie internal administration of balsam of copaiha, cubobs,and 
other anti-gonorrh(Eal remedies, may i)o relied upon with the 
■une prospect of advantage as in urethritis in men. If, during the 
acnto xtttgu of tho complaint, much fobrlle excitement prevail, 
all specifics fur the locul affection should be laid asiile, until the 
constitutional symptoms have boon subdued by antiphlogistic 
measuros. To allay the general disturbance, let tlie patient he 
put upon the use of tlie following : — 
16' 
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R, SckLe Snquinrlxinatli, gr. XT. 

i'oUsts Nitrati» dU- 

BplritilB ^lliiTu Kitridi Sj- 

Vim Antimonii, ■•>>•>••>,■•■■ 5^ 

Syrupi Simplicis, ....... ^.^... 5v- 

Aquoi FonUuuc, $T. M. 

DoBB. — Two d/nchnu every hour during tlie day. 

Tbo liquid acctato oF amnioiiia is a euitablo diaphoretic, and 
may l>c ordered iii lilicral doses if ttay febrile symptoms aro 
present. 

When there is iio great constitutional demiigcmeat, and it is 
seldom thnt there is, the patient must at omco he put upon the 
use of remedies that act peculiarly on the urinary organs. 

As a standard prescription, adapted to the greatei^t tiumbcr of 
coses in the female, the subjoiued foruiulB will bo fouud ooe of 
the most reliable ; — 

R, CapaitoR 

MueilagiDiH ArociH-, 

Ptilveris CiiIjoImc, M, Jj. 

Sjiiritus Aitlivr'u N'ltnci Sm. 

MUlufic Cmnphoitt", 5 "'j- M. 

T>n!iK. — Half an atince, in as much cold nnter, thm timeBadiy. Tbe 
quantity may W inereoscd if the atomaeh will tolerate it. 

Although B BUspeiision from all active motion is in a high 
degree subservient to the favorable action of the remedies in 
this disorder, and jilacos the patient in a condition to be relieved 
of tlie local iEiHuiiiniiitury engorgement atid all its nltoudaut 
symptoms, yet a. niajiinlyof persons uf both sexes wlio hare 
the complaint, uru either unwilliug or miablo to eubmil to that 
degree of conrineinviit uud rc^^traint bo indi3})eDsablo to a 
speedy cure. The ndvaiilages of rest are in no disoaae more 
remarkalily dirtplnyed than in the acute inflammation of Che 
mucous tissues gonerally. This we see verified in conjnnctiT- 
itis, in dysenteric and pidmonary affections. The same « 
emineuliy true of the genital 8yst«m. On the other hand, lot 
tlii8 fact be impressed on the patient's mind, — that there is 
no malady in which indiscretions and irregularities of any 
kiud are followed by more usurious ceusoqueuccs Uiaa in 
blenuorrbagia. 





CHAPTER XVn 

.SYPHILIS. 

TnE researches proeecuted by those who haYe enjoyed most 
ample opportunities for studjijig tliQ sypliilitic diHeaso, iu all its 
phases and consequences, as displaced iu tlie liumaii organiza- 
tion, point almost vidiout excoiitioii, to tliu fact that its primul 
tjrpe oiiU charai:Leri:^tic quulittes are uiiq and the same. 

The virus lias its liest esprcssion, ibi most distiuct embotli- 
tnent, as wcW as its earliest incanmtiout iu the chaucre ; and vn 
must regard this lesion, with here and there an exception, as 
the starting-point or focus from whestce rebuilt atl the malign 
and diver^itied iiifluijucee and developments known to the med- 
ical man a^ syphilitic. Wo may consider the fact as established 
beyond reasfonablo doubt, that in all the varieticB of the disca^o 
Ihero is bnt one tnie poison of syphilis, which poison produces 
dilTcrutit effocts according to tlio nature of the tissue and the 
peculiar idioiiyitcrasy of tlic con^titutiun iu which the disease is 
manifested; — all ihei^e dilTerent phenomena depending on the 
same morbific cause. 

Il is well known that if several men have intercourse with a 
woman dieeascd with eyphilis, they may not all exhibit precisely 
the .inmo symptoms, ultlkou^b all roccivo a venereal infection. 
Mr. Acton relates the following : Throe studenta had connection 
with iho same frrixplle during ona e%'ening. One was affected 
with a phagedsenic sore ; one with an indurated chancre ; and 
the third had a simpli; excoriation, which was slighter than that 
which existed on the genital oi-gans of tlie female, who was 
examiiiod a few days after the debauch. Holmes Cootu moii- 
tioiis the ca5G of a surcoon who had connection with a remale. 
Immediiitcly afterwards he noticed an abraMon on the inner 
surface of the prepuce which he disregarded, but which spread 

into a non-indurated chaucre. From the discharge, which was 
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purulent, proceeding from an open ulcer, five sores forDie<i bf 
iiioculatton. Of these, only two acquired the cUaraetenitia 
iiiduruticm at tlin base. .Similar instances, eiliibititig th« lootl 
varkid ulniorinul conditions, occasioned by tlie ^pliilitic nnis, 
now and liimi present thoraselvoa iu ordinary practico ; and they 
render Itie comjilaiiit in iiuosiiuii oho of tho most olwcareaod 
diRicult Mihjeets to understand tliat comes within the range of 
medical and eiirgical observation.* 

Of the essence — tlie intrinsic nature — of tlio microscopic 
forms uf this animal poison, we know iiotliing. As yet it hu 
proved Loo Eubtlc for detection. Whatever it may be. La any. 
stage of it9 viiuUlj, it reoiaiiis shrouded in the Kuoe darkuees 
that conceals from our CDiuprclienMon the elenientary nature of 
tlio variolous substance, or ttic morbific principle of liydro- 
phobia, tyjilnis fever, or cbolora. 

Investigations, conducted by competent scientific cnnKteni, 
under every possiblo advuntago, have betMi siill'iciently numer- 
ous; and we iiavo incoatestible proof both from natural and 
artificial inucwlation of the contagiousness of llie cbancrous buI>- 
Btauce, and alho, aa 1 believe, in some instances, of secondary 
vanereal matter ; but we are not furnislied with a reliable foun- 
dation, upon whicli to rest any conclusiotis in regard to the 
specific, primordial atom, on the presence of which tho coat- 

" It i* plain, that if we admit ihe doctrine or duality, va. wliich I hav« Jnit 
dilftlcd, wu may do so wilhuut infringing bjion the unitiiy of the ayphUilie 
puivun i becnuKC, frum all ne hnve said, It would appear tliat there evenis to tw 
R duality of rk<iuiTiiu» poiaun, but that, there is Imt one iicluitlly syphilitic vim* 
on|iiil)lrof iiifi'ctinj; llie etonciTiiy. We, lliereforo, limi ihnt Rimrd (neyndctritli 
liin ;iu|)i! [M. DHkiiprcim] witlmul iiiUTrcrinp wilh any nf tht tonets he hut hitb- 
BTto been niniutaiiiing. lln huK, indt^cil, ^vi-ii in his uiHn^sian, but iu & aoma- 
vhni guarded manner, and h« i«, perhapN, right, aa ceriflin ]x>iiiU nre not, a« )'el> 
nci'feotly e-liitidateid. Atnon^l these, is tlie fael of mti ciiaiicrvx being miply, 
or never, fniiTid in thi> cephuUi^ rcgiun ; nbnul iho head nnd face the chancK-s an 
alwuyo of Thf liiird kioil ; Hiid vet it may fairly )>g Bii]i|>osi!d thxit ihr ri-giniii in 
qiLpstinn may oceaRionnlly cnm(.' in conlnct with pii« dcrivt'd from a wift rlancreL 
M, Didoy hns ntlemptcd to I'xpktn thiB by snying that soft chancre doce not 
takp on the hvnil, juttl an itciibi«>B is known to »hun the cephalie portion of the 
bodv. But It muat finnllv be confesiti'd that the evideiirf in fnvor of o duality 
of chnncrims vinie in oiltw hclnii.ng, and that it is lery |ittiI)1iIiU- that much 
tame will not poni lnTure tl is aJmincil by the uiicde prorcasi'on. The unicity 
of the sypiiililic viruN ri'nininv hniv<-ver, unshaken.^ Vtztor dt Mfric,£»q., 
Lcrlvre — London Lancet, Aiigwl, 1854. 
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nuntcability of thft exudation dvponds. HpccImenR of indtirated 
chancre, at OiAcirpiit periods of dcvclopnieiit, have rrui^titftitly^ 
been examined micro i-copicnlly, vith a riow to ascertain thuir 
pteoae aiiiUuiiiivul cliaructcr^. Mr. Busk, tlm ucvotnptisliod ^nr- 
geok of lliu Hwpiliil Itucvivitig-i^liiii " Droudiioiiglit/* Loriiloiit 
ind U. M. Lnhert and RoUi), of Paris, have devoted special atten- 
tion to tlie Mibjfjct. Thej ha*-e arrircd at tlie same result as ti> 
tlic GpcL-imciis submitted to tlieir oltsen'atioii. Tlig cliaticroiis 
mas«c» were composed of librous tiesuo or stroma, — granular 
albuminous de))osit, cpillieliAl cells, blood-glob iiloni, free nuclei 
and lihro-plastic colls. Tliiis it will be seen tliat tliei^i; inrchti|r!i> 
tioDB respecting tlio mitinta structure ofcliaiicra, do not add any 
thing to our knowledge respecting tba peculiar coiietitueiit, or 
euiity, wliich endows it with its inyslerious power lu porvade, to 
poison, and lo destroy the entire tiiimati fabric. Fibro-plastio 
cells and fibrous ctrooia, oiid indeed all the componecit parts 
meittiuiied above a» e<.im[iosiiig indurateii cliikucre, are found 
every day ta morbid growths, tiiat are as remote in their nature 
from all that la syphilitic as the ea»t is from the west. Ws 
must say then, tlint the microscwpo rm-eals tli« same aiiutomicnl 
elements in chancre that are fuuiid in utiicr lu'ubid producbi. 
And lliLi is but repeating tlie docliiration of our igiioraiieo as lo 
the diagncvtid elumcnt — the causutivu pujsun of syphilis, — a 
poieon tliat imprints upon the organism results totally diltcrent 
from any ulliur. Cliiincie lk the root of this tree uf evil. Its 
fruits are seen in gcnei-ations that live after the root itself is 
dead. 

Prohably not one chancre tn twenty posseasOB the cliaracter- 
Utic induration of its base and edges and all the other peculiar 
attributes which constitute what i8Cftli<:d the Hiinleriati chancre, 
and vhich waa formerly regarded by luduj leading sur^reuns as 
ttie oulj true typo or indication of the sypliiiitiu tfore, and wliicli 
alone, under ordinary circumstances, was llinngliL cagialjle of 
infecting the constitution. Mr. Henry Thimijison reckons only 
two primary sores or chancres — tli'e JiiduratL>d and the soft; aiitl 
Wtiiuatcs tliat one instance of the rurnurr occurs to three or Ibnr 
of the latter. " Thai ihia form of disease," says Labutt, " whicU 
has been termed the irunlerian chancre, is of rare oconrranee 
tnui>t be admitted. The late Mr. Carniiehael, wliosa cxpcrieuco 
botli iu hospital and private practice wiw very cxtcu&ivc, tievei- 
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Diet with more; than liaU a dozen caMit nf ilic disease as described 
by Hunter, during a long period. I hare voiivflrrcd with Sir 
Philip Crumploii and Mr. Cusack, our most ctniiient Kurgcoiis in 
tliis city, and they are unanimous as to its itirrcqucncy. On re- 
ferring to the conimnnicatious witti wliich I have l>een favored 
by Mr. Lawrence, of St. Ilartholouiew's Hospital, 1 iind that this 
di^tingiiished and accomplished surgeon is not dis|josed to 
recognise itr, Hiiiitor's description of primary syphilis as ade- 
quate or perfect, but considers it both partial and defective."" 
Dr. John C. Kgan, f>f Dublin, who has had an oxtenaivc ho^jiilal 
experience, stales that out of upwards of ihnjo hundred cusm 
of primary ulcors, the characters of wliich bo aocaratcif not«d, 
ho was abk lo collect only thirty which could l»o strictly clasri* 
fit'd under the head uf llie genuine indurated and excavated 
idiiur of Hutiter.f 

Tills variety of clmncre is more frequently seen in the male 
than tlio femiile. It yields hut an ingignifieaiit quantity uf 
lualLcr. 

At the present day, the geueml opinion of the profcssioQ is, 
llmt primary sores, not endowed with the characteristic sign of 
liardiiesK, havij within llicin the (■(.inlugious eluuieiit, and the 
power also, lo generate secondary accidents. It is believed tliat 
the most simple chancres lluit liuvi; the least degree of indnra- 
tion, tniiy be iollowod by cuiistitntioiml symptoms. The preseitco 
of indurntion is deceptive. This is ack now lodged by Riuonl 
himself. Some nalli'irilies niHinlain tliat all chancres nro more 
or \ebi iiidtiraled. Tlie ultrlbuic in cpiot<tioii is due to tho pres- 
ence of plastic lyiDph depui-itcd in I lie dlseaAcd tissuos, and thd 
degree of induration depends upon the ainniint of infiltrattou. 
This iniersiitial effusion U comparatively a lale symptom or con- 
dition, superadded to the vesicle, or pimple, or abrufiioii, which 
cuiistitutea ttio original lesion, and wliich 'm unattended with 
pain or soreness, and progresses very tardily, almost imjHjrcerK 
tibly, for a period ranging from five to fifteen days, before the 
distinctive feature of induration begins t« bo developed, and this 
hiirdiius-a requires time for its completeness. In some exuiuplcf, 
the deposition df lymjdi is so gradual that it docs not become 
a well defined and fixed fact until the third week of the chan- 

• V«n«real DI«eMe»j 1858, p. 90. t Syphilitic Discasi:*, p. i9. 
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crnus EAre. In most iostancos, the chancre we aro R|)r>»l(i!i^ 
of apt>oars as a solitary losion. It Mcurs in iitdividnals of the 
higbeut lioallh. It never paK«es iiuu a HUmj^ihiiig ulcer, unless 
in oon»«queTice of foino iiii.'iiiiaiin^renieiit; mid it givos rise to 
no coiiftiiliitiiiiial dUtiirbatica whatever. Tlio cartilugc-l ike wall 
which natiiro itirawg aruutiil the sori), ns iT to iiiMiltito it from 
tlie surrounding healthy structures for tlieir protection, restrains 
tho ahuormal lucol action withhi circu inscribed bmintle. Rut 
this docK nol pruvoiit ihu absorptioa of thu virus into tlio system. 
ludunition is not in this rc»'pcct a protcctiro process. On the 
contrary, tJiere is no variety of chancre so uiiiforiuly followed 
by constitutional symptoms as tlio one uiuler coiiiiideraliuii ; 
whereas the syphilitic poieon may he, and generally is, destroyed 
hy the slougliiiiw or nioptificutimi of the part in which it is 
lw:atG(l. Mr. Lee is of opinion ilmt the sauio result may laite 
place from svippnriUinn in un ahsorhcnt gland, cot:sei|uent 
upon ulcerative tiifliuuiniiliun ; iiiul B,\vi> that what is termed 
tlic deciduous ccll-gi-uwih, or suppuration on the surface of a 
[wisoned wound, will cffccluiilly eliminate tlie poison from tlio 
part,* That this theory will apply to many jirimiiry sores is 
liij^hlj probahle, and perhaps may help us to uiidere^tarid how 
it is that SIJI116 primary a^eideiitti nre fuUasved by secondary 
af^ctions, and otlmrs are not. But suppuiatturi of a pri- 
mary 8or« does not necessarily and always ciikiiic immunity 
from consiitulionul syphilis. This latL<;[- is not au lufientieiit 
occnrrcnuti in tho form of cutaneous eruptions, sore throat, 
u'ilJs, etc., supervening upon cliaueies or ulcers that yield an 
abuadant puriform Huid, 

A chaucro may he developed upon any portion of tho geni- 
tal orgnns of tlia male or female. Ill the former, it is mo-st 
frequently loealeJ 011 or near Ibo oiilieo of llio prepuce, on tlie 
corona glatidis, and at suuiu point near the frfonum. It is occa- 
eionally diitectcd in the uretlirii,just wilhin the meatus, and !» 
known as tho coneealrd chancre. In tlic feniali;, it is most com- 
monly situated on the external lahia, at llic line of nnion of 
tho skin and mucous mombrune. It Duuasioiially selects oLiier 
sites, as the entrance of the vnginn, the unns, tho lips, the nip- 
ple, and ven- rarely, die cervix uteri ; also different [jartd of the 
skill adjacent to the genital organs. 

■ Brituh and Foreign Med. Chir. Review. Oetober, 19W. 
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The difFoPCnce in tlie natural structure o( the parts in which 
thii cliaiicre is situated, as causing induration, is somotinics il- 
lustrated in quite a curious way. Tliiis, ir ouc portiou of a 
primary twro is dtuatcd on iho corona gltiidis, and tho other 
on the muraiis Kurruuc or tlio [iropucc, tlio iinJumtioii will 
forin at the busc of tlic latter only. Tlie veritalile Hunterian 
cliBUci-Q on tliu gluns {tonis is a phc-iiomeuoB tliat was p[-u1>aiil7 
never bccq. Tlie firm, t-ompuut structure of tlie part, and it^ 
almost total destitution of areolar substance, form a barrier 
to llie deposit of tyniph on which, as previously slated, the 
duiiso cartila^invus chuucre iu question dopeads for its char^ 
ActeriHlic feature. 

TIio surface of the chancroiia sore is frequently covered with 
a grayish, advciititiouii layur, which, on Vjoiiig washed away, or 
ollicrwii^e rciiiovud, h quickly reproduced. This false laum- 
brane bos beuu supposed to he the suhsuince whicli fumivhcs 
the poisonous mattur. Tho id4?a, however, is merely hypothet- 
ical; for we have examples of cliaucres showing tlicm^elves 
iu men after they have had connection with females who have 
at the lime no lesion, esci^pt tlic slightest abrasion or excoria- 
tion of a venereal character in some portion of Uiq mucoiu 
Burfaces. 

The venereal virus continues in contact with the part Id 
which it is dejiosited, for a shoit time, Wfore any effect is pcr- 
coptihle. Tliis is what is tcnu<^td the period of iucubation. 
The phrase I'i objected to by Itieotd.who niaiataius that the 
poison, when bmuglit in contract with the Lisaues, excites in- 
stantanoous action, which rcioaiiis local for thiee, four, fi^'e, or 
bIx days, within which time the sore may be destroyed hf 
gome caustic uppHcaLioti, and thus constitutional iofectioti be 
prevented. 

Tho interval between itnpui'e connection and the manifestar 
tion of local symplfjuis varit'S somewliat according to the con- 
dition and anatomii;al struulurc of the part in which the virus 
is deposited. If tliiii spot happen to he denuded of its cnlicu- 
iar or epiiliclial eovering, inoculation will show itself, without 
doubl, at an earlier monn.-iit tliuii it would if there were no 
sucli abrasion. It is probable, also, that tJio sjiccific app«ar- 
aDces may be developed more rapidly on the warm, moist 
eurface of tlie mucous tissuo than on the external surface. lo- 
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deed, it i* vcrj diHiciilt to inoculate through tho Round skin. 
Th« average time between expoaiirt^ and the gitperventioit of 
morhid phenomena is betweoii five and six days. The ex* 
tjtjroes, as to this intei-vul, vary from twenty-four hours to 
ninety days. Hunter had ono caso, whore tho period of incu- 
batioD was seven weeks. Mr. Lawrence relates an instance of 
five weeks; Mr, Parker mentions two cases, in which Iho virus 
did not develop itaclf until tlirce weeks in ouc, and ono month 
in the other, 

,\BOnTrVE TREATMEirr OF CHAXCRE. 

If a chancre he destroyed with caustic at an early daV) and 
before induration of its haso ha? taken phice, the syi>leiii muy he 
saved from infection. The axe iias been laid at the root of tho 
tree. Thia is tho case, at least, oriliiiarily. Ricord hold;*, tliat 
to be effectual, this local trcatraoeit ebould ha resorted to ho- 
fope tlie fiflli day fioiu exposure to tho contagion. But to 
this it may he rcpUud. that wo cannot kimw in tiny given case 
at what precifie moment tho [loiaou may bo received into the 
syslem. The time when tins happens must vary in dillercut 
individuals, and according to tliu tjutiiru of the vurions ti^vues 
in which the primary ancetion is developed ; aud iii regard 
to tlio riile su^ritested by Ricord, as a gtiido fur Iba rapid 
dcftructiou of the viru?, 1 must eny tliat I am not disposed 
to advocate a rigid adherence to it. If, as the result of con- 
tagion or of a suspicious connection, the virile organ has 
upon it a papule, pustule, abrasion, or sore, which mat/ lie the 
forerunner of constitutional sypliilis, tho best thing tho sur- 
geon can do, locally, is to mako a caustic application to the 
spot, provided this can be done ftea.wnably — tliat is, within 
teu days from the appearance of Ltic abnormal condition. Tha 
design of tliis siinple operation is twofold: to destroy tho 
morhid structure, and to create a healthy recuperative nction 
in the part, 

During the first six or eight ilay.-* subseqHOiit to the devol- 
0pn3ent of a pimple, pustule, or wre on the prepuce, filans, or 
ebewhere, I am not aware tliut it presorts any unct^uivocal, 
diognostic features or infallible signs, by which the 8urgeou 
can determine whether or not it is a gciiuino venereal chancre, 
17 
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according to tho Huitterian doctrine. It is fnr easier to ueo 
tlic dialect of llic patliologtst, and speak of circular forms, ex- 
cuvatious, Itai'ilciiQd edges, and tlie like, ae appertain itig to a 
6UH|Hcious sore, than it is to demonEtrate to one's sciises tliat 
tlie^e attributes arc or aro nut present in many Ifiiiions follow- 
ing suspicious sexual intercourse. These remarks arc applicii* 
ble to a largti pro[K)rtiuii of cases that present tlicm»elvc!i for 
trcatmont. Many well-skilled and practical surgeons, familiar 
Willi syphilitic affeclions iu nil thi!ir phases, are honest enough 
to acknowledge tlie difficulties tliey eucouutor in determining 
llio precise character of the primary sore. If the parties see 
fit to try the experiment of iuociilutiuii, perhaps the question 
may be settled ; but moantimo, if tlie medical attendant should 
wait for evidence consequeiit on this procedure before doing 
any tiling to rct^cuc the individual under his care from any possi- 
ble constitntional manifestatious, ho would do an unpardonable 
injustice to tUc case. 

Amid Llie absurditie*, the fallacious t«sts, and the uncertain 
indicalione in which the judgment of the surgeon is Tacillating 
and perplexed, hew slinll he act? Tins question cnii be dis- 
posed of in a simuimry manner. The circumstances relating 
both to the history and existing condition of tlio patient, sug- 
gest the euspicion that syphilis niiiy tiirk in the diseased organ 
or tii^sue. Laying anide, tlieii. the nice splitting of hairs, and 
other miiiot' distinclione, let tlio medical attendant, without 
delay, inEtlitnte such a rational and practical lino of treatment 
as shall best protect tlic individual from the direful train of 
evils that wait oit constitutional iiyphilis. Of this trcatiDCDt 
I propose to speak presently, 

Dnpnytren was strongly opposed to cautori ration. He called 
it llie most fata! of nielliuds. M. VJdal soems also to have en- 
tertained a low Rppreciattori of the efficacy of the abortive 
treatment, wliotlier the knife or tho caustic was applied in the 
extirpation of the chancre. lie held that a portion of the virus 
nany in some instances enter at once into the systt-'ra, as it does 
from the bite of s Tenomous reptile : and that however early 
the local treatment may he put in force, it cannot, in such in- 
stances, act as a sntbpnard against tlic occurrence of secondary 
symptoms. Tlie loonl action, and that which nltimately eon- 
tammates the entire organizations, in the cases here alluded to, 
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xsia^ be simultaneoas. It is admitted t1iat th^ deetniction of 

c:hancru at tlie earliest moment of its existence dues not alwaj^s 

prevent general infection ; and the llteot'y advanced by M. 

Vidal commends itseir to our judtrmeiil ; and yet the number 

of cases brought to our knowledge of couKtitutional vymptomB 

supervening upon the radicut dc!<tructioti of tlie primitiru clitiu- 

cre ifi too stnall essentially to diminish tlic incritij of such local 

treatnieiit. If the surgeon bo consulted Hitiiin eight or ten 

da;& from the appearaoce of the suspicious legion, lie is jiiati- 

fied in resorting to the caustic. Whether tlio pimple or ulcer 

possesses all tlio TL-pntod scientific altributoa of a cimnoro, or 

not, the caustic shmild be applied, it cannot do harm, ir 

properly employed, it will occaaiou a small slou^i^h, alter which 

follows a »implo Walthy sore, tliat will heal kindly, and thus 

the surgeon may prevent u life of misery. 

Sypliilograptiurs ditfer as to the number of days from the 
inoculatiou of tlie primary locul disease during which U la 
expedient to resort to cauterization as on abortivo measure. 
With Bicord the period for this applicatiou is very limited; 
Wil»on is le^s definite, but is evidently iuclined to allow more 
latitude, as to time, than rticord. Mr. Lane states that he 
sliould be much vurprisud to find any sore whlcli healvJ within 
a fortnight of the application of the original poison followed b^ 
Kcondary symptoms. It seems rational to snpposo that tlie 
diances of contititntional infection are, crc(ens paribus, in pro- 
portion to the duration of the local diMeasc ; and, therefore, the 
Mrlier we destroy any erosion or pimple induced by cxpoi^nre, 
the more successful will tlio cflbrt prove, and the less occasion 
will there be for auy &|)ecial constitutional tniatnieul. In offer- 
ing suggestions for caubUc applicutions, Ricord remarks: ''lit 
the first place, we are not to reckon the age of the chancre I'roin 
the tiiue when its existence was first perceived by the patient, 
but from tlie moment of exposure to contagion. Iii acting 
thus, and destroying the chancre before the fifth day, the pa- 
, Uent en^apes from secondary symptoms." Aceorilirig to tills 
method of computing the age of the chancrQ, and the rule given 
for its treatment, we should scarcely know how to proceed in 
wme cases. Suppose the individual does not discover any ab- 
normal condition wliHtevor, until the sLxth or eighth day afwr 
suspicious eonneetion, although ho ha<i had a watchful eye. upon 
the parts, and suppose ho should apply to a physician within 
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throo or fonr (Jays, or oven eight days, from tlie timo the lenifta 
■was detacted, would not tlie application of the escliarotic he t 
jiisliliablii and liopcful moasuro? I tliiiik it would; and I 
imagiiiQ few praclitioiiors would refrain from ita use under 
ttieso circumstauces. 

Local Applications. — The potassa fusa, the acid nitrate of 
mercuiy, ajid tlie cojicenti-ahid Ditric acid, nra the remudics 
vitli vtiich I am most familiar as locnJ nppliaiicas used tc neii- 
tralizo tlie sypliilitic virus, wliile it is ljeliovt!(] to \te yet uonlinod 
tu tlie iiifected i^put, or cliuiicrDus sore, in the first few days of 
its csisteijuc. Either of the Oficharutic substances here referred 
tu is Giiflieieiitly potential in its aution, and perfectly managea- 
ble ill the hands of the surgeon. Tlio nitrate of silver 1 never 
employ ou thc^e occa@ioue, nor yet the Vienna pa^le. The sil- 
ver does not extend so deeply in its deetructive agency as eitlier 
of the other subslaiicos, and altliuiigh it may act efficiently on 
the more siipwrficiul fwrtiou of the morbid tissue, iho (l»eper 
struluui may, and probably will, escape. With organic Ktruo* 
tnres it forms an Itisohiblij compottiid, winch acts as a pi-event- 
ivo to its coiititiiioiis powi;r as a caustic, by prodnciug a hard, 
impermeable coating on the tissue. It thus sometimes acts 
favorably where it is applied to check slight hemorrhage from 
a small surface ; Imt I quite agree with a remark of Professor 
Peaslue, in his Human Histology: tliat, although it blackens 
the epidermis, and readers opaque the epithelium of mueous 
membranes, it destroys nothing beacatlli them, and is, therefore, 
not a caustic iu any scientitic souse. i?omc surgeons rely upun 
it ; but it is not entitled to confidence in our utlempts to ajini- 
hilute an ineipieiit ehuiiere. Kieord formerly employed it; — 
he now recoiuoieuds the Vieuua paste and tlie monuhydrBtcd 
nitric acid. 

If the legion consist in an abrasion, the nitric acid is tho sub- 
stance I generally apply. It may be used by inoaiiK uf a small 
Wt of lint secured to a silver probe. The sort; muy be freely 
covered with tho acid, and any excess must be imniodiatuly 
n'ashed ofT with warm water, which shunid be at hand for the 
occasion. If the nurfacc, which requires to be touched, bo very 
small, the end of a glass rod may bo moistened with the escha* 
rotic, and then be brought iu direct contact with the diseased 
spot- If the acid nitrate of mercury be pruferi'udj the same 



p 




198 GOXOKKUtEA AM) SYmiUS. 

Lint, saturated with this solution, should be kept in contact 
vith the sore. Nitrtu acid, two drops to Xhe ounce of water, 
makes a clcati and suitalile dreeing also. If the purulent dis- 
cliargo be abundant, the aromatic wiuo with t«uaiu will be the 
most appropriate appUctttion. 

R, Acidi TannicL gr, it, 

Vini Arooiaiici, Si^. M. 

If the soro become patnftil, a piece of lint, soaked in a solu- 
tion of the aqueous extract of opium, in tlie proiiorlion of two 
scruples to four ouiicus of warm water, should be laid upon il; 
and the warm-water dressing, with ati oiled sillt covering or 
thin gutUL-percliu, should bo plained on tlic organ. Tlioso topi- 
cal nit!asur«s are gciierallj- adequate to preserve the chancrous 
sore in a healthy coiidition until a sound cicatrix h formed. 
Sliglit caaos fieqiietitly occur, whicli, after the caustic is applied, 
require little or no further care or treatmoitt. IiistAUCtiS occor 
sioiially present tbembolves, in wliioh hcaltliy grunulatious fail 
to appear, after tlie application of the caustic and the subse- 
quent dressings that Iiavo been mentioned. Tlie surface of Iho 
wound assumes a spongy or fungoid aspect. In such circum* 
stances, tho following astringent mid tonic lotioa will be well 
suited to the legion: — 

R. Aeidi TfttiniPt, ■ - 9 j. 

'I'inctuDc Luvondulie, SW. 

Villi Kubri . J it. H. 

The black wash acts beiielicially in ordinary cases of chan- 
emus soi'u». For luatiy years it has borne the lest of surgical 
exfiericticc, and its tUera])eutio (jualities are of n reliable cltar- 
acter. 

As a protection to the sore by night, the altric oxide of 
mercury oiutiuuiit iihould bo orUurud. 




CHAPTER X^TII. 

CONSTIXrnO.NAL THEATME.NT OF CHANCRE. 

Altbodgh the surKCOti loses no opportune mometit in attempt- 
ing to aiuiihilate llic syphilitic virus hy the deHtniclioii of llio 
port in irhtch it is believed to be confined, he shioiild not fe«t 
nfe or justified in nil case» in dixpenKing with inleniul n'lneilius 
w a prt^ivlactic against coiiKtitutionul iiirection. 

Tlte chancre, conbiclcrud ubstrnclly and by its<-ir, is an aSsir 
of small moment. It is the cou!;cqucnces w\m\i may bo cn- 
tuled upon the iiidiridnal, and of wliich llio cliancre l« Iho usiiul 
medium, that we are tu dread. But if tlic abortive plan of 
treaunent has been Heasoimbly executed, to the extent of com- 
[iletely demolishing a chancrons sore, wo are warranted, 
generally speaking, in the conc1iif>ion that its poisonous elemctit 
is destroyed also ; and a resort to mercurial remedies will [m 
uncalled for. I^an adrocatett tho employment of nmrcury, even 
if the specific iili:cr yields kindly to the topical apjili cation i? ; 
and lie eonsidci's that tho Burgeon wtio undcrtakeH its cure with- 
out tlic aid of this mineral, i» responsible for the euii-ttitutiuiiul 
8ymptom» wliicli his ignorance or temerity will in all pi-obabilily 
ifiduoe. He Ikik, huwerer, the cand»r toiidniit tlirit if mercury 
be given vitli a view to cure the indurated cliaiicro, it wiU not, 
in alt cases, prevent the accession of secondary accidents. If 
perfect cicatrization have been accomplished, and the part l>e 
restored to a normal condition, the patient may, ordinarily, be 
permittoxj to resume his avocations, pmvidod liis gonnral health 
has nut in any wise deteriorated during ttie local Iruatmcut that 
has been needful. 

If any functional derangement of flw digestive organs exist, 
it sliould be rectified by tho tiimplcst mMtte. Tho »totnach may 
require a tonic, or the bowels an aperient, or some other 
meanurc inBy t>c necessary to quiuken the uitpctite and briji^ the 
viml organs into more vigorous play. The diet may now bo of 
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a generous description; exorcise in the open air. a1>Iut!on, 
re(fiiIurily.temporaiice,Qiid such othor hygienic habits should be 
eiifoi-ced ns will promote the constitutional welfare. 

It is iic-Uioin, hnwcrei, that an iiidivicJiiul who lias a chancre, 
appltus fur aid siiflicioiilly early lo n;iiiJur lliu itbortivo treat- 
ment of any avail. In his ignoratico, tha patient tins allovred 
tile brief period to pa^s within which this Iroatiiieiit mij^ht have 
ruiiultBd in perfect succoss, and he is couipolisd to enter upon a 
coiii^o of geiicrul medication as his only hope. Tlie Tqnerenl 
poison, in liiscase, is no lojiger circumnoribed within the limits 
of tliQ ^tnall pustule or pimple^ which had sucIl a liurmless and 
iiieignificaut look to his uupracUiHod eye. It has broken away 
from its barriers, and litis corameneod its course through the 
'■ysti^m ; and, if not pi-evont&d liy judicious means, it will 
ultimately find it; v/ay through all the tissues which coustitute 
tbut system. It will do more than this ; it will increase in 
quantity, and will impart its qualities to the blood , " that river 
of life, that wondrous opitouit; of solids and fluids," and there 
revel and riot during tlio oxistonce of its victim. How, llicri, 
sliull this infection be arrested 't Let us proceed to answer. 

Tlio virulent matter, allliough jutt omorgiug from a state of 
iiicnl>iili(jn,and, therefore, scarcely ajiprceiablo, or shown by any 
estcrnal manifestation, has, noverthaless, slaiiipod upon the 
patient the syphilitic diathesis, and we inn»t now coii^idei- that 
\m euiislitiitiuu is conUinunated. Under the^e circumsiancei^, 
the first tiling to bo done is to put liiin upon u regimen that may 
8orvc, in sonic degree at least, as a sanitary conlion, and fortify 
him to resist the threatened accunuilatiou and cucroachmenls 
of the poison. 

Tbo iiceond indication wliich should engage tho attention of 
the medical attendant, has reference to the elimination of the 
niorliilic jirinciido, through the nicditun of the einuiictories, with 
which ihe animal economy is endowed, and which arc capablo 
of bciuy exciled into preterjiatm-al aellvily by various remedial 
agcn In. 

The personal habit* of the patient are to be inquired iuto, 
and whalcvcr in them is prejudicial to health, should be pro- 
hibited. Let me suggest that it is as much the duty and the 
right of tlio physician to exact an entire oonforniity on the part 
of the patient to a ralionul mode of life from day to day, as it 
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is to prescribe nietiicines, wUli the expectation llint tlioy will be 
taken and employed according to directions. Tliis 1 say. be- 
OBas« [ know froia expfrioiice Uiat it is but too of^ii that tlio 
plijiiician has to encounter strong ojiposition, if not downnglit 
ob'tinacy, when lie gives suhitary adiicu tiiitchJiig the daily and 
nightly indulgences of iho sypltilitic patient. Tliis is the 
grouud on which the latter will nttempt to make the former 
mcctimt) to htE unbridled proclivities. A f<^'vi' years ugo, a Hpan- 
tsh gentleman jin^t arrived in Bu^itoii from a foreign |>oi-t, EOiit 
for me to risit htm at his lodgings at a hotel. I found him i» 
bed, and, on cxaiikination, discovered a large chancrous sore oa 
the prepuce, and a large hiiho in the groin, in ati iiiflaminalory 
ootidltion, 0.1 was also his whole sy^teiu, as indicated by tiie 
pulse, skin, tongue, etc. The apiu-tment he occupied was filled 
with the fumes of tobacco. He was smoking, and stalud tliat 
Ite spout much of his time in tlii!< manner. lie aliio spoke of his 
foiidaees for stimulating drJEiks. Tlirough ru ihter|>ret«r, .1 
lignilied my disapprobation of liis liabltK. and rcmarkud that 
they would prejudice his recovery, and that if 1 aUctidvd him 1 
•faould expect he would give up his cigars and liUitiuns whJIu 
under treaiment. lie wa* instantly exasperated, — said lio 
would submit to no such restraint from any man, and that lie 
wanted nothing further of mo. Accordingly I took my hat, 
and WAR gl^d that 1 escaped ku eafely from this rufHan. 

In'all ctinen, the patient should be induced, if poiasi>de, tn 
forego the use of tobaeeo. The siiUva, in its puro stale, is 
needed to aid in the early stage of digestion. It is scarcely 
necessary to mention that stimulating drinks must be inter- 
dicted : the diet should be plain, but nutritious. Among the 
articles of food to be allowed, are milk and lean meats, niid all 
our uativc fruita in their seu.sun, and In moderate quantities, 
unless some i<peciul ci^cum^tanccs in the ca^o contra-itidicate 
them. In short, whatever the physieiun knows will contribute 
to a healthy coudilion of the organs of digestion and assimi* 
lation, and tlier^hy (end to preserve the iionnaf richness of the 
blood, should be allowed ; all else ought to be donlcd. 

If postiihlc, the patient should be placed in u ticalthy resi- 
dence, where ho can have the benefit of a pure atmosphere at 
alt times, night and day ; be must avoid all i-xtremes of tem- 
perature, should prEwtisc daily ablution of the wholo surfaco of 
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the bodj' and limbs: and the slcin, liver, bowels. ftiiJ kidnero, 
should bo kept iu a hoaltliy condition. Tlio importance of 
thesa hypieiiic measures will be sufficiently apparent, if we roo- 
ollect tliat ihti motueiU the sjpliilitio Qlement comes into con- 
tact with the blood, itc iminodiate and constant effect upon that 
fluid is to diminisli the quantity of its red ffloliules in a veij 
marked degree. M. Grassi, pharmaciev-fn-chef of Uio Hotel 
Picu, liEis recently made a series of aimlyses of llie Uluod of 
i^philitic patieuts. lii simple cliaucre, it presents no material 
deviation from its phjsiolo^cnt condition. In indumtod chan- 
cro and secondary syphilis, there is uniformly a diminntion of 
ttiu blood-f^lobulcs, aiid an increase in the amount of albumen, 
but no perceptible variation in the quantity of &brine. These 
fftct!« are intorcsting, in a pathological j)oiut of view. As will 
be seen below, tlie iodide of potassium may be resorted to for 
the purpose, aniung other things, of restoring the blood to an 
appi-oximatioit of its normal constitution, as it is found to exist 
ill liealtliy persons. 

According to the analyses above referred to, the blood of 
patients airectcd with simple chancres contained the following 
fela live proportions of cqr|ius(de3: — 
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In indurated chancre, the prc^ortion of corpuscles, in on* 
in^itanco, was reduced to ninety-four parts in tlio thotiRand. 
This was increased by the iodide of jtotassium, which was 
taken for one month. The corpuscles, at the expiration of 
this period, were increased to one hundred and twenty-eight 
parts to the tliou^and. In one case of indurated chancre, with 
sypliililic s[)ots, the projiortioii of corpuscles was reduced to 
forty-cigSit paris in the thousand. In all the coses examined, 
the outbreak of syphilis was recent: the above results, there- 
fore, do not ropreaent the state of the blood in the later stages 
of ihe diEeose.* This disturbance in the process of huimatoeis 

•LTJaion MSdiculc, May, 1857. 




1 



^OONSTITUTIOMAL TREATMBXT OF CHANCBB. 908 

it ftlUoireil more or lees rapidly, in difierent indiridumb, hy a 
eorreBpoiidiiig dccraa.4e of musculur otruiigtli, auacmia, and oilier 
depraeing ttytoptoms. By iiisieting on proper re^^ulatioDfi as U> 
diet and regimen, the medical adviser will put Uie patioiiL in 
the most favorahlo attitude to forestall lliese advcrae cotiditiona, 
and various otUors of a kmdred u&luse, which miglit otherwiite 
be deroloped. 

AimnciAL STPHiLizjinoii. — The sccoud iadicatioa beiug 
strictly tlicrapciiUc in iu bearingv, introduces for considem.tion 
tlie moiit apprqiirinle coniititiitioiial treatnieiit for sulKliiiiig the 
disease iii all its dilierent forms and phases. In Paris and some 
of UiQ other continental cities, cliivolrous exporiiueat^, in 
numerous instances, have been made within a few years, upou 
OKtu, women, monkeys, and other animals, with a viov to lost 
not only the pruphy lactic, Imt also the curative effects produced 
by iiioculiUiiig the putt of chancre upon the liealtiiy ekiii or 
mucous mcml)E-anc, and thus, it is alleged, ullimalely to carry 
this prucess to tiic p<>iiit of saturation in the system, as is done 
in racciiiia. In tiiis way, it is argued, patienta may become not 
only artificially syphilircd, and ever after lie proof agalnet the 
action of llio virus, Imt it is further aunoiiiiced and hdiovcd, 
that tlie eymploms. wliicli follow after os|>o$ure to impure con- 
nection, pr(MU|itly di)^ap|fe!ir Ijy having the patients artificially 
inocuUted oit the thi)j)i^, vulva, prepuce, ahdumcn, etc. 

If. Turenno, a yonn^ Frenoli pliy^uian, commenced a eeries 
of experimeiila in 1S44. ur lljuroabuiitri, for the purpose of test- 
ing the doctrine of Hunter, on the communicabiUy of the vene- 
real %'irus to the lower animal!*. Alter %-arious triat^, he at laitt 
euGOCcdcd in causing in qionkeys, InoculuLed with clmiicron» 
matter, a complaint rcsomblitig, in all respects, a true clinncre. 
From monkeys it was transferred to mbUils, cats, and horses, 
and from tlicse vic:titnized anioials it vas returned by inocultip 
(ion to the human specius. 

Dr. Robert Wcliz, of Wiirabiirg, having made trial of it on 
himself, produced four veritable chaucrcs on bis own person. 
Tlie rcsearuheB of Tureuue led to tlie curious discovery that 
escli stiuccedirig chancre, from iuoculation, became less and 
IcsK, until &uft]ty uo chancroun Noros fallowed the application of 
the poison. This fact gave rise to experiments on the human 
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sufcjcct, witU fl view to bring about the condition styled " syphi- 
lizfltioti." It is asserted that tbe process in rjtie»uoi) protects 
tho (irgniiiiation from the \encroal disease subsequently, jurt a» 
ail individual who has had etnall-pox caunot bsvc it a eeooud 
time. To arrive at perfect immtiiiity, the patient mu!^t viidci^, 
as rapidly &s possiblo, rcilcrated inoculations, in order that it 
may imt jeopardize bis bealtb. 

Tbo cwiiclusioiia diuwu by Professor Boeck, of the University 
of Norway, from ciglity-four cases which lie treated up to 
Mnrch, lSo(i, are that in n.11 coses imniiiniljc frota tbo feneroal 
vims is obtained sootier or later by tiiovulatioii ; that tbe 
Eynijitonis of syphilis present at tho common cement of i<yphilt- 
itation, disappear during the employnieiit of this mode of treat- 
luuiiC: that tho general health does not suffer from syphiliza- 
tion — oil the CDiilrary, if tho patient has been in poor health 
bcfoi'ti inoculation, be most materially improves in strength 
arid apprarunco during tlio process.* 

That llio iiumniiity claimed as a result of repeated inociila- 
tions is really acquired, is rendered certain, if vc can place 
reliance on the exporimonts and tho testimony, not only of 
Profi-'ssor Bucck, but likewise on the evidence furnisliod by M, 
Sporino, of Turin, Panielson, of Bergen, and Carlson, of 
Stockholm. It is further claimed by some of the advtKiates of 
pypbilisatton, that it is tho only rumedy we know ; and tttat 
the eruplions, tlie rlieuuiatie and neuralgic pains, and otbcr 
symptoins of constitutional syphilis, vanish uudor repeated 
inociilnlioiis. 

I opine that the day iK far distant wlieii the medical faculty 
of ibis or any otlior enlightened portion of the globe will credit 
thu idoa that tho wnning iiefiUU of a luunan being can be 
restored or beMclited by artilicial syphilisation, as intitnated by 
tlio Norwegian professor. Certain it is, tliat no luininn proTi- 
dencf! can calculate or ^nard against the physical iiiiscliiefs tbnt 
might accrue to individuals Biibjectod to this hypothetical aiid 
iiiKaiiQ line uf truatiimnt. Instance;! of the mnst terrible disas- 

* Boeck deprecotcii the uiic nf mercury, which he eaSU « devUiih remedy. 
He holds fiy]iliilii.iliou hoc lo be merrly a loml process, acting Iij- (tfrivotion 
or by rcginrntivc kii|>i)UTnti(9n, but to be analsg'oiiB to vaci;inntJon ; that il fixM 
II ccrtiiin inuterien murhi nf I he body, and rendpr» it Intent, hut doM not 
dp»troy il, Ni'ilhcr sypliiliBHtion nor tnenrury, nccarding to thii author, r««lly 
cureft syphiliN, liul orJy renders it innocuous. 
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ten rosultiiig Trom U havo already Ijoeii reported. Mr. Law- 
ranoc, of Loiidoii, slftics tliat one of tlio luoiit iroubleboiue caaca 
of phagcdffitiic ulccrittioii ul' Lhc Uiiglis wliicli ever caiue uiidcr 
his notice, vo^ in coiiKiiqiiciitio or artificial iuuuiilatioii |>errnrmed 
by a plijrsiciaH. Oilier instances are recorduJ, in which tlic 
chaiicroiis sorea, inatiuractiircd by roi^klcds IiuiiJk, liavv rufiiscd 
for a loiig time to heal or amend uiiJui- any rciucdinl mcu»nr<;». 
It laay bu tliat tlm QXfftiriencu of Turuniiii ami oihcrs will in- 
spiru lioptt &iid couruge aniuiig llbcrlincs and their meretricious 
COmpttuioiis, who tiyil froui tltc de:is of Pariii and some of tli« 
otlisr oonliiienlal citius, and wlio inity ito induced lo sulfinit to 
sucU a style of tattooing and mutilation ; but it is scarcely to be 
tupposed that the luedical: faculty of this country will <?ver 
oouiitoitaiice euch a beobtly niodo of treatutcut, — certainly not 
until investigations and ex{iorimGiiLs .tliall ripen jnlo higher 
completeneiiH, and the tiaiiutive pow»r of the moasure has had 
timi! to ext.Tt a more p<.'rsi>tcnL inHiieiice than has yet been di»- 
.played in patients mIio liuvo reported to prophylactic syphiliza- 
lion. Without ciitoriiig into any discu»^ion of the real truth 
or fallacy of the doctrineii broached Ity the adrocatCK of &r(iB<.-ial 
iuoculatiuij, it is enough to say that the dL-niuraliKing a>soi;iu- 
^oiis ttiid coiiactiuencus cuiiucctcd with the practice, are suHi- 
ciont to coiisif;ii it to unqunlilied coiidcninulion. The most 
revolting feature nppertaiiiiug to .■^yphilization, and the one cal' 
oulaled to peoroke tin mitigated indignation, consists in the 
bold, liarefaced siiggef^tiuii tliut it may be employed as a nicauis 
of aalety for ]ier»oiis who aro as yot untainted, and who can 
subject thenthelveH to tliis factitlouii diaea§e, and ever after l)e 
slitelded from infuctiuji, however deeply they may plunge into 
llic foul ceas-pnol of licuntioiisness and corriiptioii. The next 
Bfaip in the inurcli of inipruvumeut, perad venture, will eonsitt 
iu the itiferual administration of pure venereal pns, or pcrhups 
the mollilied crusts of rtipia, made into a paste or holus. Tliit^ 
would be a fitting climax.* 

• Two phj-*ician« huvr lately been iried in s court nf jiiiiiw in Frsncp, for 
prbctiiing BrttRcinl ftj-phlliiatiiin. mi a yoiin^ Ixiy at d charilnlilc iiiHlitutlon. 
The hay had favus, which got well atticj »y\ibl\.halKi\ *an rcnorCcd lo. The 
Mart, howvvcr. i^owil the preieiiainna o( medical scirnce in thu (.-hki.-. unci 
iinpn«rd a line on lhc phyiicinn* tot jrivinK lhc Itoy the Tcncrenl dioeiwe, aiid 
which he migbl trotiBinit Kcrcuftt-T tu lus tiilapring. 
18 
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The organs cotnjwsiug tlie emuiictory system — Uiat is, tlie 
liver, iIr> kidneys, the alimentary canal, tlie entire circle of the 
iutiuou» iiienibi-iiiie!!, and tlie &kin, witli its niillioiis oPHudonfcr- 
ous and ^etmceou!! glands nii<l duc-ts^conslitttte the machinery 
— the channels — through the mcdiutn of which the syphilitic 
|io)soti can be removed from the aiiitnul economy. Although 
the anatomicnl uppamtus wc Iiuve to vork with Is eitiiatcd in 
diHerent [lortioiis of the frniue, mid in striiclnrc {)ob«osscs no 
special Uoinogeneoiisncss or resemblance in its sercral parts as 
above iiaiiied^ yet as a group, and in rc:ipQcC to function, tliey 
su!>tuni a. c!o!*o aflijiily or rclaliou ; and forluiiatcly, in a practi- 
cal point of view, they can be brought to do good service either 
by the samo remedial agunts, varying in (|iiuiuity and in the 
modes of administrutien, or by different icinedies so com- 
pouudud as to perform a liarmoiiious action, and loading to 
the samcs practical results. And thus, if n case of eon^^tittitional 
(iyptiilis be cured, it is in lliis way that these emuiictory forces, 
iiilioi-eiit ill tlie syKlcm, carry away day by day, in liomceopathic 
qiiHiititlea, the poifunous element, until tlio lu»t particle is ex- 
liaiisted, and the morbid process engendered by its presence is 
brought to il!i Tnial rest. 

MKTHODJi OP Tbrattno SrpFtus. — Statistics oF the varioiis 
mados of ti'eulnient tliat have been pursued, from time to 
time, in dilTcrciit countries, are ^ulheieiiliy numerous and com- 
prulicii»ive ; and, if the numerical compulation were adopted 
us the ba»i» upon wliich to form an opinion relative to this or 
tliat muthciil of core, alt parties might claim fiiccess, and even 
ti'iuruph, for llioir riux'^s are reported in figures running up to 
thousands and hundreds of thousands. And if we can rely 
upon tuiumii IcjUmony, wc are compcllod tu admit that the 
venereal disease, in all its forms, can bo cured in more way* 
lliau one, — that is, cither i*ith or williout mercury. 

Of the great variety of remedies "thai have been arrayed 
agaitisl tlie malady inider consideration » probably iio ouo lius 
oiicoiiiitorL-J more formidable enemies, foiigbt harder buttles, 
or achiL'vcd jnoro signal victories, than mei-cnry. Rnring the 
la^t huiidrod years, the fortunes of tluFi article in th« materia 
medica, like the fortune? of some men, have Ifeen eouiewhat 
checkered. At one period it lias enjoyed the sunshine of favor 
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'throughout Uic TDfiiliciil vorld ; at another, it has been doomed 
to fall into ditircpiito, utid tu give place to the vauiiiod cluitna 
of rarious riTaJs, wliich, in turn, huvu lived out thoir brief day 
cf pO[fiilar uotoritity, and then tlroppotl into thu f|;rii\'o with the 
poll of obliviui) ujion them. And now, ti|r&ii), it mny ha »aid 
tbst the mudiciiio in question lias been reitiiscitated, rhteriix- 
likc, frmn ite aatiea : for at the present day it is regarded by tlie 
chief Mivmis in itio profets^ion, not jierhajis in tlie light of a spe- 
ciBc antidote to syphilis, as it once was, but a^ indispensable to 
it« l>e»t management an a great majority of ivifios ; and tim Hta- 
trility of its popultiriLr, as it is now ouneiderod and luudifiod, 
can Bcarcoly be qncslionod. 

It se«nia but fair, in this connection, that the Mihstaucc of the 
experiments that hoTc been tried, for the purpose of testing the 
claitns of the mercurial and iioii-incrcuriul treatinoiit of eyphi- 
li», should be stated. This will be duno witli all cuuvuitiunt 
brerily. 

Some jears ago. the resnlts of two thousand cases occurring 
in two years, in the British army, were reported under the en- 
pcrvisiwn of the Inle Sir .Iiirn(.r!i Nfudrifjor. These wcro oil rep- 
reeeiitcU as c&scs of primary f^yphilitic ulcers on the penis, and 
were rwportt'd as cured wilhoot mercury. The nvernge length 
of time rct|uircd fur the non-meruuriul course to complete the 
alleged curea, ■wlmrc uu buboes exii^ted, was twenty-ouo days ; 
for those with liiilm(;», finty-five daya. From these resnlts, it 
vould appear that primary venereal suroK cmi bo cured without 
mercury, and hi a itliorter jioriud tiiun vlicii that mineral is 
UE«d. But, wliile this slutoniuiit bus bui^n miule by the udvo* 
cattts of tho unti-mereiirial truutmuiil, they at the same tiiDO 
ncknowlcd(;c tlio uliiity of mercury under certain circum- 
stances, and admit that some cai^cs prove obstiiia-te unless this 
remedy is employed. When these peculiar catma are likely to 
ooour can never bo kiiown bRfoieh.'nid by tlio nit:dicitl attondant. 
It would therefore suem to bo wiser pidicy to antieipato thorn in 
tlie onset, by the timely and careful use of mercury, rather tlian 
trust to a code of practice which may not in all cases sucuro the 
diifirw) rcxulls wilbout an appeal to suiue mercurial prupitrnlion. 

In ISti^t, oxjicrinieiits inslitntod by Or. Fricke, in the Ham- 
burg General UoNpituI, were first made publio. In four years, 
out of one thousaud six hundred and forty-nine patietitii of both 
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sexQS, fivo liniidred and eighty-two wera treated with a mild 
course of mercury, aiitl one tlioujund and sixty-«eren wilhotit 
morcurjr. Tlio meaii duralion of tlic latter inulliod was fortr- 
ona days, and tliat wUIi mci-cury eijfhly-five day*;. Dr. Fricke 
Mtulus that relapH's wei-e more frequent, aud &ecoiidary accidciils 
more severe, wlicre mercury was given. He ol>&er*-e«, alwj, Uiat 
lie Ims treated more than five tliousand patients wJtUout it, and 
lius tlill to seek cntics iu wliioli lliat r<imedy may be advanta- 
geously employed. 

In 1S:J3, lliQ French Council of Health piiblidicd the reports 
sent in hy tho phyt^icians mid surgeons attached to re^jinioiit* 
and hospitals iu various parts of France. Some of tiicse reports 
wore in favor of tlie mercurial mclhoii, otliers adverse to it. 

From various publiz^hed documeuls, embracing mors tlutD 
80,000 cases, Prnfessor Bennett, of Edinhurgli, regards it as 
established that primary yphilis is cured by what is termed 
tiie simple treatment more readily than Ity any other, and with 
le^ii probability of the occurreuco of secondary symptoms. Ue 
considers that tlic diminution iu late rears of the frightful sec- 
ondary and tertiary accidents, whieli were so common many 
years ago in l^culland, is to be attributed to iuiiwrtntit revulu- 
tions ill practiiiL' ; and he is inclined to award tlie credit to tha 
iitin-iuenjin-iiilists, and, so far as relates to the treatment of the 
venereal disease, ho belujig» to that class of praciitioner!i. ill* 
views, however, of what constitutes the mercurial treatmont 
appear to ho diQerent from wliat the present mode of practice 
woulJ soom to 5anction. Elc remarks ihat this treatmont coii- 
emlii in keeping up a slight salivation, at least, for the i-paco of 
a month. Sucli a mercurial course would Joubtloss, iu many 
cases, be well nigh as dct'triiclivo to the patient as the malady 
which it was intended lo uiire, and no wonder that Profusaor 
Bennett and otlierri^ object to it. But this is not the metliod 
that is advocated or praetisod nt the present ilay by any intelli- 
gent iiiercnriiili^t. Indeed, the very term mercuriali.st, in the 
signification attached to It thirty years ago, is perfectly obwleto 
in this country, at Ica^t. The word was applicable to a class 
of practitioners who liuumhcd buuiQ half a coutury since, and 
are uow dead. 

It lias not only been demonstrated that all syphilitic uiamfca- 
tations, whether primary or secondary, may he removed without 
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the aid of merciiry, but aUo tliat, iii some cases, the work is 
Accomplished in a t^liortcr period where this ttubslaiico is not 
prescribed. Ricord irtsatcd witli morciiry two Imndied niid 
nfiictj-two men, and, witliout mercury, live huDdred mid 
ninctjr-cight. It required forty-two days, ou an average, to 
euro the former, mid oidy twpiity-ciglil days tlio latter. Thus 
it appears timt tlio use of mcrctiry delays the licalliif^ oi' llio 
priinjtnr lesion hy one third tho period required when that 
Diiueral is not employed. It is admitted, however, that, in 
ca&ea accoro panic- d by much iudiiraLiini, tho admiiiistratitm of 
mercury materially Khurtcii!: the durultou of the cliaDcroiis sore. 
With rcjtard tti tlie greater or luss fre(]uiMicy of »ecLmdiiry 
tymptoiDS, ftfter the rciiiwval of the primury uccideals, treated 
villi tho UKC of mercury or tvithuut it, J am persuaded, fruiu 
reliable ovideiice thus fnr nddiiced, Itmt sucli symptoms are 
more frcquetit in cases where incrciiry has not coii.'*lilntcd an 
HMQtial part of the remedial course. I am unable, howevor, 
to credit the statoiiient of Mr. Bacot, who says that eccoiidary 
symptoms occur in tlia proportion of onu case in ton wliorc no 
mercury has been used for the cure of the primary affucliun ; 
whilst, ott the contrary, tlic proportion of 8uch cases is only one 
ill seventy-five wliere thnt rcm-ily is employed. Would that 
tills Htatoincnt in ail its particulars were truo, but the history 
of syphilis, as nov seen, does not correspond with the remark 
of Bacot. The propoi'lioji of cases in which consecutive Icsiona 
appear is much greater ihaji he mentions, " I cannot agree," 
says Erichsen, "with the statement that secondary symptoms 
are less freijiient after the simple than after the mercurial Ireat- 
Dient of ttypliilis. I have seen tlic non-nicrciiriiil plun of trcat- 
moiil very cxlciisivcly employed at the L iiiveoity College 
Hospital: indeed, it vtas formerly almost invariably practised 
tlierc. mora particularly in tlic »-y[ihilitic casias acciirriiig among 
Oiit-door paliecits under the late Mr. Morton, who fitroiigly advo- 
cated it ; and I have repeated occasion to observe tho fruijuoiicy 
with which it was followed by secondary symptoms. In private 
practice, also, 1 have had considerablo upjiurtunitios of compar- 
ing the two methods ; and 1 can safely Bay that I liavo eeeii tlic 
simple Irenlmcnt mon; freipiently followed by sucondary symp- 
toms than the mercurial plan has been when properly and 
jndiciously eiuployed." 
18" 
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The advocateH uf tUe simple treatment are doubtless correct 
ill tlio idea tliat merciuy 1ms iio specilic eflect upon tlie syplit- 
litic puisoa, but that It auts, like other remedies, as an altcra- 
tivu, by iimruusing tlio aiiioiint of secretions and vxcrolioiis; 
and thus, wo nrguo, that it farors the elimination of tlio tciio- 
real vims. Altliough I am far from believing that tho iner> 
curial proparatioji? jii^tiTy all that has been advanced in their 
praiso, 1 aui by no uieaiia diopoeed to discard tliein froni the 
catalogue of our most useful remedies in the treatment of 
various syphilitic aRuuiionH. I employ them as valuable and 
impurtanit additions to the simple plan of troiilmciit. I ham 
failli ill th(>m ; but it is a moJiliualiuii of thu faith, wliicb, 
thirty yuars Eigo, ruled and misguided medical prautiuc far and 
wide. For the cure of indurated chancre they are almost iu- 
dispciieable. But gvaal circumspection Is demanded iu their 
BdminiHtration . Tholr inllueiico upon the general condition 
of the pati«iit, as well as upon llie disease, cannot be too care- 
fully watebt'd. Iu m;iiiy eases, it is undeniable that nwrcury 
aggravates all the syiniitoms. One of tho earliost and mort 
fnjqueiit forras of sj-jjliilis, in which it Is mincluovou^, is the 
non-ii id united cliancie or ulcer, the cure of which it tends to 
prevent hy altoriug tlio system iu such a manner as to favor 
the progress uf ulceration, rather than arrcat it; and it cau* 
not ill any way protect the patient from eecendary accidents 
under tliese ci re u instances. It is well known, also, that mer- 
cury will Eouictiuies induce uleoratttins sui g'eneris. TLie (ault, 
however, is not always iit tbc medicine, bat, rather, in the 
uaiiner of prescribing it. 

In the traatnieiit of patiients of welt-ltiiown scrofidous dia- 
thesis, or in wlioiu any peculiar sui^ccptlhihty to the action of 
meicnry uxi-(ls, it is j^cuernliy an easy matter to regulate the 
dose Ko OS to meet this peculiarity, provided it is certain that 
tlic remedy is demanded. lint the mere fact that any idiosyn- 
eras/ does even cxi^t in the patient, should deter from the use 
of any mercurial agent, except in tlie mildest form, in the most 
caulvoim manuer, and as wholly subsidiary to other therapeutic 
mcasu res. 

In all instances where tiiora is a tendency to sloughing, 
whether iu a primary cliancrous sore, in a bubo, or in any of 
the later alTectlous, tho minoraL of which we are uow spo&king 
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«u^t to He r^rded as injui-Ioue, if not ahsulutel/ dangcrouH, 
to Uie patieiiL, and thorefore jiiadmissible. It is not my pur- 
poee» however, lo set forth, in this place, a full specification of 
tti9 vircuni^buices and conditions of tlic sypliilitic patient, 
wliich reodor the adnuiiistratiDn of this potent remedy, in 
in; form or combinttioQ, judicious or utlierwi<)L>. Ooeagioiis for 
■peaking more explicitly will necessarily occur with sufficit'iit 
frettuencf, ae we proceed to a coDsiderutiou of the various acci- 
deutfi tliat will present tLemsclves fur troattut^nt. 

la tlie Beleclioii of mercurial propamtions for internal use, 
over; practitianer is more or less partial to some particular 
ibnDiiliii. The blue pill tuid tlie liydrurgyrum cum crota are 
prcferrod liy some of the most sulistantiul Englisli surgeons 
•nd physicians. Tho protoclilorido, the hicbloride, tlio iodide, 
Mid the biiiiodidc, have likewise tlicir advocates. Mr. Wilson 
And I>r. Egau are iu favor of the blue pill. The latter writer 
recotnmODds that gentle ptyali!>ini be maintained for sovernl 
veelu; but I feel warranted iti stating tliat tho loading prae- 
litJoiiers iu this country do not sanction or follow snch ad- 
rice, vliatever ihcy amy have duno in years goiic by. The 
blao pill i* easily managed. One at night, for five or »i.\ nights, 
«tthor with or without a smalt quantity of opium, according 
to the irritant action of tho pill upon the bowels, will aiiawor. 
Aft«r some half a dozen pills have been taken, one iD^y be 
givea in the morning also, or every other morning. This 
cautions proceeding, which is recommended by Mr. Wilson, 
sbouhl always be obscrvod for tlio Drht few Jays, whatevor bo 
tliQ form of ineruury selected fur ii?e, because its effects upon 
the system have not yet been ascertained ; and if any peculiat^ 
ity exist, it will readily he diitcovurcd. If tlie liydrurgyrura 
«uni creta be preferred, the proper dosa will be three grains, 
which are nljout equal to five grains of l)liio pill, twice a day. 

It was once considered important to pro^'oko the salivary 
apparatus to copious ptyahi^m in order to obtain tlic gi-eatest 
benelit Ji'oui tlic mercurial treatment. The modicitl mon of 
tlie old Gcliool probably uwcr felt in a more jubilant mood than 
ou those occasions when they witnessed the flowing streams 
cot iu motion by the potent magic of calomel, administered by 
their ovu hands. Mure recently, the opinion has provailod 
tiiftt a constant, although moderate, soreness of the gums is 
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nil that is necessary. T]io»o two methods fceincci (o l>c basod 
Oil the theory that ihe raorhid effect of tho modiciiie upon the 
healthy tissues, must preccdo its salutary action on the di»- 
easad flructures; whereas, it will appear evident, if we care- 
fully watch tlie iciQiiQcico of tlio mercury upon the xymptoins, 
that if the ametidment tako place at all, it commoiicea heftire 
the gums become red and tuint'fied. The remedy producet 
the good before it docs t!ie harm. We can now take a retro- 
Bjioctivo ttow, and see tlint iti t!ie treatment of tho disease 
with mercurial proparatioiiP. tho various mischiefs which liaro 
bocii indicted upon the gums, the teeth, the buccal mucoitK 
membrane, the salivary glands, and ovm upon the coiistitutiou 
iteeir, were unnecessary and barbarous. Uad tho prudeat 
method of Erasmus Wilson beon adopted half a, coutury ago, 
tlic prejudice against mercurials would never have existed — a 
pn^jtidico wliicb had its foiiiidution. iu tho evil practice of gir- 
iii(^ the niiiieml in question with a recklessness which seems 
almost incroiiible, and which, if piirauod at tho present day, 
would be almost suicidal to the medical men who should coun- 
tennuco it. This treatment, tu wliich was usually joined a 
process of semi-starvation, was called horoio. It was so wilh 
a vengeance. Fortunately for the poor wiglit who lias syphilis, 
a more enligliteiiod and auspicious epoch in the career of 
mcdicino lias arrived ; and the action of racrcnry, and its abeo- 
lute value in subduing certain symptoms, arising from llie 
syphilitic virus, aro now bettor understood. Implicit faith in 
tho power of tins tliorapcutic agL-ut no longer exists in the 
ranks of tlie medical profession ; and siuco it lias been their 
custom to prescriba It in fewer cases and in vastly less quail- 
titios tlion formerly, tho venereal disease has ceased to commit 
such tcrriltLu ravages on tho liumnr) organization. It need not 
bo repeated that in tlio adtninistratioii of mercury it is never 
requisite or desirable to isalivato. The vciieical poison caiiiiot 
bo drawn into such an unnatural current, and tiu-ough this l>e 
piloted out and disLMubugncd from the system. The patient 
cannot spit out tlie disease. To attempt its elimmation by e»> 
tahlishiiig an arlifitial drain througli tho salivary apparatus, 
would Ijo like beating tlio air with a fuathor with a view to 
expel from it the miasm of yolluw fever. lu both cases, th6 
poison is endowed wilh a sort of ubiquity; ill the one, pervad- 
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tng the human coiistitation ; ia the odier, that of tlie atmos- 
phere. 

The ultimate point to vliich ve should ever push th^ use 
of mercury, is, merely to increase the redness of the gums; 
aud thi« increase in the viisciilnrity of tlie capillaries of tlio 
miicouK mffmljrane, should bo regnrdeil as a wuniiiig to with- 
holcl tlie article entirely for ii few days "f else to employ it in 
rery much diminished quantities. 

lu some instances, pfirsons, who have doubted their ability 
to take mercury in any form or t(iitintily, on nocount of tlie 
bcility with which they imagined ptyalism wuiiM occur, have 
been jtrevaited upon to make trial, with the promise given to 
tliem, that Ibe moment any special physiological efi^cl is dis- 
played ill the coiiditioti of the gums or breath, the medicine 
will Ite discontinued; and in scarcely a single iiisUince lias the 
apprehended evil or disahility been realized. In prescribing 
mercury, nothing is gained by being in a Imrry. Oai the con- 
trary, by a llltio patience, the pliysician will rarely fail to 
manage the patient in a manner lliat will not disturb tlio sys- 
lera. which can gradually be bruiighi to tolerate the medicine 
to the cstent rei|uircd, not only without inconvenience, but 
with nil desirable conifurt and advantnge. If received into 
the stomach in con neetion with tlie meals, it has appeared to 
he borne more quietly than wlieii taken nmier other circnra- 
stanceii; and it is not improbable that by accompanying tha 
food, being incorporated with it through the different stages 
of digestion, and mingling with it in its progress to be trans- 
formed into blood, and finally gaining access to tlio most 
minute ramificaliuiis of the tissues, it jiermeates the entire 
organization more freely thou it otherwise wunld. T therefore 
always direct the patient to take it immediately after eating; 
ajid when this rnle is observed, it produeos no pain, griping, 
or otlier tronbte in the alimentary canal, — considerations of 
no amall importance. The late Mr. Babinglnn recommended 
that mercury be used as here mentioned. Of course it cannot 
be regarded as purl and parcel of the aliment of the economy; 
ajid yet it fulfils a purpose scarcely subordinate to it in the 
circuDQstaiices requiring i(s employment, for it serves as a sub- 
stitute, and sometimes more than an equivalent, for any other 
medicinal substance. When properly adminis.tercd, it acts as 
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a benign and safe alterative u[)on tlie skill, kidneys, liver, and 
gastro-pitlirioiiarj mucous lisguc simultaueously. Does not ihiii 
efTea upon tlio emuuutory system afford a solution of itn modus 
operiiiiili ill tlie cure we seek to accotnplisli ? And doe^ it not, 
witiiout any forced or fa.r-fetcliod argument, justify and com- 
mend its use ? It is not simply because two poisons cannot 
exist ill tito system at tlio sacic time, as was first broached by 
tlie sagacious Hiiiit«r ; lait because it stimuUtcs to greater 
activity this different eliininative organs, between wluch nature 
\\as estublislied a consent or unity of fuiictiotial labors. 

The mercurial practice has now become venerable with ago, 
atid a cloud uf witnesses, both auioug the livijig and the dead, 
and of the liiglicst digtincliou in tlie profession of medicine, 
migiit l)G adduced to testify to its eHic^cy ; but Midi a marNhaling 
of names is uncalled for ; nor is it necessary at tlii» day for any 
rnati to eutor the lists as a. special champion in it« defence. 

In coniiucnting upon the use of dilTorent mercurial preparft- 
lioiis, 1 liave nmde no particular allusion to tlis exLenial em- 
ployment of tlio luorcurial ointment. Formerly, inunction won 
a prevalent mothod of subduing reiieroal symptobis. In later 
years, this plan has been to a great extent laid aside, in tliis 
country at least. It is still regarded by some of the most 
eminent Gernmu pliysicians and surgeons as preferable to any 
otlier treatment. IVofe^sor Carl Higiniind in a recent publica- 
tion, soys: "While we write these lines, tlie result of the 
records of ca,ses [at the Vieunu Hospital] from the year 1842 to 
ISSJj, lies liefore us. y,37lt cases treated by tlio external use 
of mcrcut'ial ointniont as here laid down, justify the statements 
whicli we have just made. . . . Our observations have been 
vcririod by patients from all professions and all ngcs, and in 
all the fnc parts of the world oiir foliowera have confirmed 
these observations, ia cases without number. We, therefore, 
think ourselves anthonzod in asserting ihnt until a remedy 
equally good or bettor shall ho pointeH out. mercury, and above 
all, mercurial ointment cxterufilly, is to bo prafeired to all other 
remedies.*' Professor Hehra, of Tienna, agrees witti Sigmmid as 
to the superiority of mercury, and pfirtionlarly of the oinlincnt 

It has already been remarked tliiit ibo malndy under coiisid- 
emiion has, ordinarily, its initial development in chancre. But 
it does not stop here. Its tendency ie to pursue an aggressive 
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couree; ami when not disturbed bjr the interference of tlie 
surgeon or physician, it JoBcribes a cycle of phononioim, — 
pritnar;, secondary, and tertiary, — with i^reat regularity, just 
Bt we vituei« in variola, Taccinio, or rulieolu, cxcBjtt t)iiit its 
diffurciit cvulutiuiia and poriiMlsniquiro months or years, iiifitcad 
of days, for their completion. Bm if lliu puticnt has uiidurgoiio 
medicAJ trentmciit, the normal »oric« in tho cliftiii of ttucccstiive 
taaiiifestatioiis is frequently brok«>n, and the symptoms aro 
developed in an irregular maniior. For instance, tho use of 
certain drugs may keep at hay tho secondary accidents, but not 
annihilate the syphilitic diathesis, and a train of tertiary affec- 
tions, over which the treatment hat* exerted no control, may 
appear. Swell instances every now and then pre?ioiit tliemsolvcB. 
In more ijarticnlarly presenting the plans of truutmont, it will 
l>e advii^lile to sjioak of the disease oopiiratoly in Uio thrcu prin- 
cipal )>atliokogioal singes, into which syphilof^aplioi-s Lave figroed 
to divide it. These several tlagea or forms, namely, tho primary, 
tlic secondary, and the tertiary, have each their individual and 
wvll-marked characteristic features, which, for tho most part, 
appear in uDiform. chronological order, and with almoHt tnatho- 
luatical precision ; and as chancre claims priority, it will bo the 
tlieme Ibr coaiiideraUou ia Ui« nvxt clmpter. 




CHAPTER XIX. 

CHANCRE. 

Op tlie primary sores, there are sevaral varieties. Tlie in- 
durated form firsl claims our atlciitiou. It is goiicrally udmit- 
teU by Burgeotis that »$ sovu as a cliancre lias become iudurat«d 
— whicli usually tubes place during llic fitstweek or two — luid 
16 the true, classical, Hmitorlan chancre, tlie disoase canuot be 
rt^gai'ded as any longer a purely local alTectian ; and the proba- 
bility is that tiie abortive trcatmcut cau do tlio patioul no good. 
For this, the gotdcti opportiuiity is lost. Caiitorizaiioii aad 
uauBtics are, under ordinary circuiustaiices, excluded frum the 
list of curatives ; and it thought of at all by the practitioner, it 
is ouly that hu mast eay of them to tho putJcnt, — it ts too l&tc 
for their successful employment; for induration is almost • 
certain proof that the system is contaniitt&ted. Ricord bclicvet 
tliat to this rule tliefo is no aicopliou, and that it is tJie 
prerogative of indurated chancre, alone, to imprejrnate llie 
system. Upon this latter point, however, there is not a uni- 
formity of opinion. Facts are almost daily brought to light in 
tlie history of syphilitic patients, which tota.lly contravene the tlie- 
ory that an individual, who has secundiiry symptoms, must have 
had un induraUid chancre at some former period. The doctrine 
»o streuumigly iiisi^tud upon by Ricord, is not suKtaint^d ijy the 
observations of othur aullioriiies, wlio are entitled to ho heard 
on this eubjcct, and wlio do not coiifliio the origin of cou>iiiu- 
tional eyphilii^ cxclui^ivcly to indurated chancre. I refer to liie 
tuaeliings of such men as Vidal, Wilson, Lane, Sigmnnd, Trou^ 
soau, and Vulpeau. In my own practice, Kcveral instanco.*! of 
sccondury accidents, in adult subjects, have occurred, in wliich 
the parties were totally unconscious of having hud primary 
disease. Of this I am certain. Is it possible that in each of 
those cases a concealed eliniicre existed ? If so, it must have 
Jiealcd spoiUancoUhly, aud without caubing enlargeuient of ilie 
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itigiiJnal glands. Tliis supposition, to rac, seems unreasonable. 
Some of the coses to which 1 Iicre refor, will be related in coi*- 
nectioii with sccuudur}* aflectiouti. 

The indurated cliniicre is raroly followed by a suppurating 
bubo, altliough tuoiefactioii of tho inguinal glands usually takes 
place oil botli sidcH, — not, however, in all iiiBtaiices, as stated 
by »otne writers. Soiue yeai's since, I saw a cftse of indurated 
cliancre itt a patient of Dr. John HoiuanB, of tills city. The 
giaiids on the right »idc, only, were iiivolvod. Consecutive 
iKcond&ry and tertiary symptoms siiperveued and lasted for a 
long period. In the early part of March, 1857, a married man 
came under my care for a large chanerous sore, situated on both 
lides of the I'nenum, and implicating this membranous fold, 
whicli was finally deetroycd by ulceration. Pour cliancref, of 
veritable Uuntoriau type, next appeared upon the external 
surface of the prepuce near its border; and Eubeequently, a 
chancre formed upon the abdomen, by accidental inoculation, 
juNt below the umbilicus; and lastly, one on the dorsuna 
|>cuis, — alito by inucuhitiuii from tlie patient himself, — near 
the ptttws, — making a total of seven chancres ou this man. 
The healing of llicsc primary lesions cousumod more than five 
mouths' lime. During the early period of the first sore, a bubo 
of medium size came in the left groin, and remained dx weeks. 
Tlw other inguinal region contjiiiiod in u perfectly normal state. 
The treatment for this patient consisted, internally, of hiclilorid'e 
of mercury in pill, and for external dre^»iings, the black wash, 
aromatic wine, and weak clilorinated water, and tlio nitric oxide 
of mercury ointment. Blisters were applied over the tumiBed 
inguinul glands. 

Although there ig no specific for the cure of any xyphilltic 
aflbction, 1 feel justified in saying that for indurated ehauci'e 
mercury is the surest and safest remedial agent we can employ. 
lt« salutary operation in olilitorating the induration without 
detriment to the system, is now acknowledged, almost witlioiit a 
dissenting voice, in the highest circlcfi of the prores^ion. But 
let U8 l»e sure that we have an indurated chancre to cnre, before 
wo prescribe this remedy. The particular form wliJoh may be 
chosen, w not a matter of very great importance. In certain 
cases, eacli preparation may have its ndvanl.agcs or disad- 
Tantagos; bnt both are to be regarded as mere casual circuio- 
19 
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stances, that are not inherent in the medicine. The submurittto 
is quicic and rather harsh m its action; hut id cases of iritis, 
vhere tliere is no time for delay, and where a mercurial has 
bocii deleraiined upon, it is pariicularly appropriate. It is less 
valuable and lese called for iu indurated chancre. It is more 
liul)le tliaii ihc otiier mercurial salts to disturb the bowels and 
debilitate the G3rstem to a greater degree than la desirable. 

riethora, and an anatmic condition of the patient, are both 
unfavorable for tlie advantageous exhibition of mercury. Iu 
the former case, hcforo commencing with tins article, it will be 
best to reduce the system by a spare diet for throe or four day»^ 
and by the use of a moderate saline laxative, after which the 
mercurial treatment will be admissible. If the patient be pale, 
feeble, and wauting in constitutional vigor, mercurials i^hould bo 
dealt out in the most sparing manner, if at nil ; and given in 
connection with some ferruginous modiciiios. Of tlicse, Uie tar- 
trate of iron and potash is by far the best. Wlienever a tonic is 
required, as an adjuvant to mercury, tbo following is entitled to 
precedence above all others: — 

R. Ferri PoUwio TartTQlla, Sj. 

Aqusr Foiltanu', Svt^. K. 

Two teaspoonfuls of this solution may he taken three times a 
day in a decoction of ijuassia prepared as follows : — ■ 

R. Qua«*ti(e lUuune, 3 xij. 

Div. ill chart. No. vj. 

Steep one parcel in a, pint of water for an hour. Strain tlio 
decoction, and let a gill of it be taken with two drachms of the 
above fcrrugiikous sidiition. 

An ounce uf llie potassio-tartrate of iron, of ordinary samples, 
is as much as can conveniently bu dissolved in eight ounces of 
cold water. There is quite a difTarence iu the solubility of tin* 
salt as prepared by dlffcrcut chemists. Specimens which I have 
seen and used from Messrs. Morson & Son, of London. I think 
arc superior to any other. One ounce of their preparation will 
readily dissolve in six ounces of water. 

Tbo citrate of iron and quinine makes a good tonic also, and 
may be taken in conjunctluu with any of the mercurial salts, if 

■ 
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the individual find it inconveniont to mako use of tlio flrgt men- 
tioned chalyLieale. The citrate may be fnvcu iu pills of four 
grains eucli, of whicli tlir<.-o uiay be takcu per diem. ShoiUtl 
couBtijAtion be inducud, it niiiy be couuterncted by tbe occa>- 
sioitol use of s/rup of Kciuia, by eating freely of friiibiniid by 
other suitable diet. If tbe blue pill be selected, an a general 
mil! one limy be taken at tiiglit nntb the foiirtb of ti giaiii of 
Qpiuu, und one la tbe niortiitig without tlio opium. Should tha 
patiunt becooie costive in coiisoquence of tlia opium, then tho 
morning pills mny be given in the evcnijig as vivW us in tlie 
morning. On the contrary, if tlia bowels are relaxed, tlio opium 
i:! to be taken in tlie morning as well as at night. Witli this va- 
riation ill tlie pills, ttiG mercury may bo continued until tlic sore 
ba.^ disappeared mid tbe liardness of it^ base sulisided, unlosa 
»;iuptoins urise that indicate ati approadiing ptyalistu. Tins, iu 
substanco, is the plau proposed by Professor Wiboa, Tbe ben- 
eficial action of thL- remedy is usually tusbnifested in a few diiys. 
Tlie average timo wbieh llie indurated soro requires for paKsing 
ibrougb its difTerent stages, before cicatrization is fully accoiD- 
plifilicd, is, under favorable circtmi^itaiitics, four week?. During 
tbe mercurial cunri^u, Ibc putluiit should ba carefully watvlied, 
and be ke|jt frrun all cxpoaiiro to iticlomont wcatlicr. 

Ricoi-d i& partial to the proto-iodido of mercury for the cure 
of the iiiiiiteriati cliaiicre. This preparation is perfectly luait- 
agealile with most per^oti^, and may be pretjcribed according t» 
the subjoined formula : — 

R. Hydntrgm Proto-Iodidi 9 ij* 

Eilraotj Hyoscjnmi 3j,. 

M. Fl pa. Nil. xl. 

Givo one pill at iiigbt. At the ond of a week, two pills ;wr 
diem muy be ordered, otio in the moniing and one at night. 
Tliu good effects of the medicine are observed iu llio coiiditioti 
of tbe indiinLtiun, which diiiiinii;hes in extent and bardncas ; 
tlie disclinrgc consists of well-elaborated pus ; the surface of the 
eor« pi'esenia a clean, Iiualtliy aspect, ts covered with gruiiulo' 
lions, and a cicatrix is soon formed. The.se results follow whoa 
any of the preparations of ro«rcury act kindty. The patient 
■hould continue one pill, or half of a pill, each day. for two or 
three week» after the iuduratiou has disappeared. Tbe abboluto 
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the form of indamed oloer deserib-ed by Hmiicr. u haring a 

bartl t«jc, with a maifin lenDinaUiig abruptly, and not extend' 

mg itwir inu> tbo adjacent tissues, is x\iiom met vith. 

la earrjing oat the gcoerml rale tlial merrury should be 
givm aa long aa the induration cobtiuoes. and ercD lunger, the 
practitioner must not forget that in sonte protracted ca»», the 
naas may (xniBist of &onieUtiiig more thau specific iuduratioa. 
It may ita composed of organizEd tissue, vhich cauuol be re- 
iDUvcd or acted upon by the mercury. Iiowercr long pcmstod in. 
Tliis fuct lias been coufinned by WaUace and otliers. Penoos 
have been ktiunu to Itear traces of induration for years ftfker a 
ooumo of lucrewry lias bocu discontinued, aiid yet no Kcondaiy 
lyiiiplrjinH liHVu fullowcd. It is evident, therefore, tliat tlio dirso- 
lioim i^ven by tome wrilers, for the administration of mercury 
*o loiiK OH amy liardn«7iH remains at the bottom of the chancrous 
■ere, or vliere tliin noro vas. are not to be implicitly otiserred. 
(hit of ttiirly cacfts reported by Pr. Egan, the indnration pas«d 
away in twelve, aflfjr modcnito salivation. In tlic remaining 
eightwMi, it ppntintod for an indpfinito period aft«>r the efleflts of 
mercHry Imd coewwd, notwith»laiidinir wliieh. no symptoms of 
con»tltntioiitil iiifeotidii wnrp ohRerrable. although manyof thie 
oUm of |iatinritH w«ro dotnintsd in hospital a long time in the 
itilicipiitiiiTi of Kiidi an occnrroncfl. 

Thom Tvlio givo pi-efereiioe of the proto-iodide over othei 



eT Morenrr. ebim far it Out it vill aoC ttidj «u« Am 

lool disease, but tbat it vill likewise, in ■ iniioritj «f waes, 
Mcure tbe pttttoit fron aeoandanr armptoais : or, if secondary 
aflectioQs tapexrwc, tber will be of a mild trp^, and tltc coit- 
itittitioo, BOt bciag ij^^orai bj Uie pntious U!C of llw mcdiciuo. 
vtD bev it ft aeeond tiaw. if need be, ooi oolr vith impiiuitr, 
bu with ervrr adrmiiu^. Tbe sum nur be !<aii]. hoverer. in 
R|{anl to mar oktcuxuI prepvmiion, vitb equal truth. U ad- 
min ir rl t f tid profm-tj*, there tx do danger; their abiiM i» the cnl 
to be avckided. 

Tbere is one prepantioD of mercurr — th« bichloride — 
vhicb, fur more thaa tbre« quarter* of a ceuiury. cnjuvod the 
confidence of tbe moet distiiigtii^hed inembera of the |>rv>re».-'ioD 
b Ibn coutitrr and in Europe for lb« cure of frphilis l>ut which, 
«f lale years, and without any good reamn, him rallen into 
deanetode in some quarters. In tlie constitutiotial trcnltnent of 
tadiimted chancre, and iudeed of all specific srmptotns, Drs. 
Darid Ho»acl:, and John W. Francis, of New York, during ttio 
moM brilliant period of tlieir professional career, wore accus- 
tomed to emploj* this ^alt to the exclusion of ererr other mer- 
curial. 

or the merits of thu bichloride. Dr. Hosack »ny* : '* In the 
constitutional disease called syphilis, as a general rule I linvo 
found the internal preferable to the external use of nirrcury, 
and tlie mercurial sail, whicli, from experience, I rucommoiid as 
combining most advtinlagcs, and as t^roi>ing be»t willi the 
greatest nuiuUer of cases, is the corrosive sui)liii)ate. or the 
Oljmuriate of merciirj. This salt, either in the form of pill or 
folution, I have unifonuly employed in the euro of .lypliilii;, not 
only when the dii^ease may have l>eoiii recently contractod, but 
in the most maligimiit form wliicli it ussunx's, when U lias hcuii 
neglected or injudiciously managed. .\ vuluablo auxiliary will 
also be found in tlie decoction of the lignum gutiiiK'i ami the 
radix Mir«ipnrill» as ]>owerful altoraiivus. Worv I cauntit Iml 
protest against thu salivating Bystem hy frietian with ir»iriiui'iiil 
ointment and the use of calomel, so commonly liuil i-ct:nur.ie to. 
It is true that these forms of exhibiting tlio article very soon 
afiect the system; but it is no k-ss trtiu, llint wliou rnorciiry 
exerts itu influence upon the Balivary glfinds, in proportion as 
19- 
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this inSuenca is manifested, it ceases to operate u])on other 
cxcretioiie of llio system, and consequently is leas active iu 
eliminating from the t^i^ly tlio poisoii of tlie disease. Salivation, 
it is now well ascertained, is wliolly ntincccftadry in Uie treat' 
Qioiit ofsypliilis., and tlic knowlcdgo cf this truth cannot be too 
exteiiBivcty circulated in a country, where, nt>twit)ialaudin^ tlic 
ro»[)ectaIj]c stale of mudical science, many of tbe most pernicioux 
errors of some of the older practitioners, are still 8ednluu)>ly cul- 
tivated. 1 am aware that in certain of the puhlic hospitals of 
Great Britain, as well as of the United States, llie corroeire suh- 
limate is rigidly prohibited for- tlie cure both of the primary and 
secondary elates of lues venerea; but it deserves to be recol- 
lected that this form of mercury still retains, thmughont lh» 
Etiropeain continent, tlie high celclirily it acipiin^d long since as 
an aiiti-vcitcreul. In tlic voncreul hospital of Piu-is, the largest 
and one of the best conducted vstabli^ihiiieiits of Europe, the 
corroKive sublimate is llio only form of nie^rcury employed ; and 
Prufusj^or Cnllcrier, after the most ample experience at thi« 
cliarityj knows not an instance of failure with this remedy, or 
onu in which it has produced injurious elTecls." 

I will pnisunl the views of Jlf. FrnneiK, as expressed in an 
Essay published in the Medical and Fhilawphicul Register some 
years since : — 

" Among the principal advantagrjs which the corrosive sul^ 
limnto posscsso!) over every other preparation of mercury, arc, 
that jadiciuu;^ly aduiinistercd, it is particularly mild and safe in 
its operation ; will admit of more eslonfivc u»e in alt tlio 
varioUH furms of luus venerea, and Kiibjcct the patient to fewer 
inconvoniont:eK; that it enters readily into tlie general circu- 
lation, hccouics miscible with the several fluids of the body, 
the sociic:^l arreBts the progress uf the complaint, and eliu- 
inutes the morbid matter through those emunctoi-ies of the 
body best calculated for that purpose ; that it BUporscJeB the 
necessity of salivation by its action on all the jcerctions, and by 
promoting, especially, the cuticular discharges and the ovacua- 
lioiiH from the kidiicys ; that It is the only preparation to be 
depcnilfd on in those peculiar habita of body so susceptible to 
become tiuUvaled by every other form of mercury now in use; 
Uiat iu it^ ultimata clfects upon the constiUition, it is attended 
with compuruti vi;Iy no injury. These facts are indeed truly 
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I unportant, and manj of tlicm arc graiited I>y Uiose who 

t altogether rcjoct ttiv tii>c of tlii^ preparation.'^ 

I One buiidred years ago, tlie Incliloride of mercury was ailmiti- 

istored in tlie riglit way ; nnd its power, as maitifrsUid thmnjih 
tlic skilful use of it by tlio celefc»ratod Lockor, chief surguuii to 
the Venereal EIospiLal of Vieniifl, has not been eiirpassod by 
«iiy article oinpluyud since hb day. He staios that he c\ired 
4,000 cases of syphilis, in different forms, with llie corrosive 
Bilblimato alone, und without inducing skiUvalion, or any un- 
pleasant constitutional ofibcts. These cases vore nil troated 
between the yoars IT.">4 and 1T62. 

A lule jiuiuber of the Ixtndon Lancet, referring to tlie 
oxymuriato of mercury, Iiaii this expreesiou : " Tlie bichlo- 
ride is borne better than nny olhei* form of mercury, and 
can bo continued witii safety loujjor llian any otliur morcyrial 
preparation."* 

If the bichloride was ever entitled to the confidence of the 
profession, it is n'ortliy of tliut clistiiiellun now. Time bus not 
impaired its therapoiiiia qualities, — time Ims not modified tlio 
nature of the venereal poiaon, iior has a change come over tlia 
organization of the hnmnii i^yAttnn. Tlic three arc the »unie now 
that tliey over wcro, — a liku immiitaljilily in rognrd to thc-m 
must always remain; and the same relations and the same 
iuQiieiiccs must alwnys siib^st between tliom. And it is ccitniu 
thai all the aitti-veiiereal qualities, wliicli belong to any of tlio 
Diudiricationii of mercury, or to any of its combinations with 
otlier i.igredicnt^, exist in the greatest eini|ilicity, iiiiiformity, 
tnd purity, and in mi oininent dcgrue, in the cunu^ive suljlimatu. 
"One would naturally suppose," siiys linntor, "lliul tlio sim- 
plest preparation is the best, — that which is easiest dissolved in 
the aniiuul jniees, does least mischief tu tbc »toiiiiiuli or guncral 
bealtli, and is leai-t disturbed or hindered in its o|jcratiou»; 
for we cau hardly suppose that any siibatance Joined with mer- 
cury, wliich alters either its clmuiical or muchaitioal properties 
out of the body, can add to its power in the liody, excepting a 
substance which had a similar power when acting alone." 

Tlic iiauie<i of the two Amiirit-iin phy-^iciaiis, who liavo ju^t 
been mentioned, are among the must eminent timt ever 
flourished in the aunals of inedicino in Lhi$ or auy other coun- 

* LuKct, 1847, p. A6I. 
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ttj; and thi>ir opinion is inc^t important ovidence in Tavor of 
llio RMUBily now iiuJer consideraliou. The practice of Dr. 
HoHtch, as sot fortli in llie preceding extract from liis writing?, 
of nd ministering tlie oxyuiunate of mcrciir/ fur tlia curo of bll 
forms of cutistitiitionnl i^yphilis, wns olitiost precisely the mine 
as that folluwtid l>y Dupiiylrcn at tliB Hotel Di«u of Paris, where 
the oxyuiiii'iiite was long in vo)^ue as a favorite anti-^ypliilitic. 
Euipluyeil in the careful maimer indicated by our distinguished 
countryman, it was doubtless sui>enur in eflicacy to any other 
method IciLuwii in lii» daj ; and on the aulliority of Iiis great 
name, the sumo course wns pursued by the leading practitioners 
of ttiis countt'v in the itiaiuigeiii>:tit of tlie Tciicreial disease iu all 
its staircs. Bill now a diCTeront policy reigns. Tlie use of tnei^ 
ciiry is very mucli coiiiiiiod to tlie treatment of indurated 
chai^crc ; and if prescribed for secondary affections, it is, ia 
many cases, aa an auxiliary to other medicinal agents, rather 
tlian a.B tho boIo or leading one. 

Tliu most convenient way of administering tlie bichloride is 
iu tlio form of a pill, combined with an equal quantity of th« 
muriate of ammonia: — 

R. Hyilmr^'ri Chloridi CatTosivij ..,...,... 

AmmoiiiiL' Murifllis. an, gr. x^. 

A.quiP DestiUalo^, J IM. 

Soluiioiii nddatiir, panis medul. die. ej. a. — Ut fiat ntaMO, in pil. exxv^. 

dividend a. 

This formula gives one eighth of a grain of the eorrosiTe 
siiijUmate to each [lill. The quantity can therefore be regulated 
with Iho greatest protiistoii for daily use. One pill morning 
and night in immediate connection with the mciUa. In five or 
six days one |iill may he taken thi-ee times a duy. Should tlic 
patient be of a delicate conetitntion, two pills prr diem may ha 
siiffteiout to produce the desired result. Somo individuals, 
especially females, cunijilain that tliey cniimit take pills. In 
such cases, the unncsed prescription ciaji he directed instead of 
the pFQcodiiig: — 

H. Hjilr.irjjyri OiloKdi CorrOBivi, 

Amnicmin- Murialit, ia, . . . . ^^ f'V- 

TincturiF rinchnim- Cum|Kii]Uc, . ^^ ......$ ^. 

Aquic Fonbinte, S >v. M. 



CHAXCRE. 225 

Th« dose is one drachm morning and evening for one week ; 
»ft«nrards, tiirco drachms each diiy, diruclly after ealiiig. 
When tho bichloride lias been taken for twelve or fifttjcri duyji, 
ilia fr«iii«titl]r judicious policy to omit it for four or fire days, 
Ind tlieii resume it an bpforc. 

Patients witli indurated chancre, wlietlier accomiiatiiod mtli 
Iid(k) or not> should continue tlie hichloritlc for several weeks. 
la ordinary casus, tliero i& no occasion for those rigid pro- 
Cautionary moasDrcs In regard to diet and rngimnn, that are 
tvcommeiidcd by some anthuritioH ; nnr »e«d tbo patient Ku^^peud 
his u«utU avocations from the uieri: fai:t that lie is um[||>; the 
mercury. But very likely there muy he oilier ci^l;uul^lancos 
Telttting to his condition, wlildi wonid rciidor it improper for 
"him to be abroad. Indeed, a man or womnii.wiili nn indurated 
chancn:, will iii^nally liiid the sick ctiamber itie nio^^t appropriate 
place during treatment, be that treatment what it may. Among 
the objections of Professor Bcmiett to the nii^rcurial remodios, is 
this: that tJic patient must l>u kept within duons, and suhmit to 
a variety of other rcHtm-t-iuas, not required by the simple trout- 
aaeut. But every candid mind will admit that uuder any 
treatment, the piilicnt will recover more rapidly, and will meet 
vith fewer drawbaclcs and impediments, if lio )jo kept us qtiiet 
a^ f>o>!>tbte ; and his course of living sliuuld be rei^iilateiii 
according; to his constitution. Fur stout, alliletic individual!*, 
of haii^'iiineou» tom|M3i'auioiit, a spare diet and a sliglitly aiiti- 
plilogistic treatment for a few days, are indicated, boforc com- 
uenciuK witti Ibo oxynniriatu ; for willi sucli patients llu're is 
occasion to guard ajjcaiu&t biiiul iiiflunnnutory action ; Imt fur the 
feeble, the lank, the lymphalic, who, perliap!*, are already snfTering 
from defective nntritioii, such a regimun and snch a process of 
reduction would be prejudicial. For tlie hitter ctaaa of pulieiits, 
a generous diet, and tlie employment of mild tonics, in eoiijmic- 
tion with the mercurial, will be productivo of the most doniriiblo 
effects. Whatever measures may bo calculated to rectify any 
abuormal coiulition of the syHtcm, i^liould bo put in rei|uisiliun. 
It frcqucully happens that an impaired state of the coiiBtitultun, 
or some actiiully col-xibting coui|>laiiit, is tliu direct cauno of 
tba coniplieationH that accompany an indurated cliaTicro. 

While the patient is tiking tho bicliloride or any other 
kindred preparation that may be selected, lie will derive odvaii- 
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tftgo iVom th« u^c of snponaria oflicinnlis. It is commonly 
kiiowu liy t!io iianio of bouar.ing bet, or snapwort. It is used 
exteiiHVcIy by tliQ Gorman and English ph/sicians as an alter- 
ative, ill coiinoction witli niercurj. It is regarded by tlicm oa 
superior lo aarsaparilla. T]ie two luay be used togetlier in tlie 
form of decoction, of wliich a [jint may bu tuken daily. 

Among tlic various substimces which Imve been employed in 
conjunction witb mcrcurijLl remedies, the lignum guaiaci and 
ihi! radix sarsaparillsc bold a high rank among many of our 
most distitiguished practitioners ; and, from experienee of thoir 
use for many years. I can add my testimouy in tUcir foTor. I 
ani aware that sumo physicians and surgeons consider that tboy 
sliDuld bo discarded from the catalogue of remedies, Sucb ao 
otiiiiion, it eoeras to mo, must bo the offspring of ignorance, not 
of practiwit knowledge. It is justly claimed for the two 
ingrcidicnts before us, that wliuii combined, their salutary oper- 
ation, associated with tlm judicious employment of mercurials, 
ill tho cure of indurated clianero, lias been uniformly evtiieed in 
the most satisfactory mamier; and tlie coni|Kmnd decoction of 
guaiaciiiQ and earsajiarilla lias fur ycanf bcc-a a faroriie drink 
with |iatienls linving any syphilitic coiuplaiiit, whether rcecut or 
of long coiitinuauco. It is prepared thus: — 

It. Ouniiu'i Ligni Baiiinc, 

Itiiilicin Snrsnjiiirillii' Fi.Ksu-.ao^ Jj. 

Coq, in n^iiii foritaii. 11). ij. ad !b. j, 

or tlita decoction, Ibe above quantity is to bo taken, warm, in 
the course of tweiity-luiir liuure. Although its oB'ects are to b« 
attributed ctiioHy to its action as a diaphoretic and diuretic, yet 
it iii a ni(>diciiiu of no mean vahio in sustaining the rigor of the 
constitution.* Diafiiiurutics and diuretbcs, taken liberally, are 

* Mr. Tnivura, «iit'jikiiig of nursaimrilla, reiiiarka: — "lu power U rociBt ex- 
triiiiriliiiurv ; tiuirc «o lliuii iHjiI nf ntiy oilier Arag wltli wliich I am kcquniiitod. 
To ri';;tu(l it un awn, a* u nicrt dUuviU or uii QflunHivi- nutrii'iit, U rillicr n proof 
tti a very timilrj cxiH-ritriirr, ur u vvry prtjudiccd obuTvnlJon. It in, in the 
•trictHt ecn»c, n tuiiit.-." 

1'lie Into llr. Joitir* Joliiitoii. of lh<- Lonilnn Medic»-c)iiniTgioal Renew, en- 
dorwd lli« \iew» «r Mr. Travers lu the rotlowb]; 0(^i«oco will *bo«: — "To 
eoiuidfr sarsapdrillu as an inul]'I«> Hgiium — a thing no boiler than BawdiMt — 
^ijiritn ta UH tn In the t^Dio of pTCJudiof, the wild, fanatic ike]itii.'ism of a 
book -learned tbooiic." 
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o«Ieul&tad to dilute tlie virue, vhild thej at the mm« timo 
ftrouse the dincr«iit depurating orgaii.4 to iiicrcased action ; and 
thus tim morbid element is conducted out or ibo animiil economy 
faster tliua it in formed. Wvre not this tlie fuel, how oUe could 
tbo discaso over lie eliiuinatcd ? The mere prosonce of mercury 
and other drugs in ttie tissues and fluids of tho &y8t«m would 
not neutralixe or anniliilate the poison. In the languafj^o of 
Dr. O raves, "syphilis and mercury are nut liko two oppottite 
forces, not like an acid and an alkali, so that by putting;; theiu 
toother you are sure to neutralize thorn. Xo ; it is a melan- 
choly fact that the coustitutiou may be imprc^pjated with bolli 
at the same time." Something must ho done throuj^h tlio 
agency of tlie remedies we employ to stimulate tho emuiictory 
apparatus to greater activity than is required when the individ- 
ual is in a slate of health, or lie can never Ijc delivered from 
tlie cneioy tliat exists within htm. Uuncc tho advantage of 
using, in the very bL-gIii»ing of constitutional treatment, varioufl 
deeoetioHs and diluents m freely as posfcible, without injuriounly 
affecting tlm ordinary functions of the Hytttcm. From the 
moment an indurated chancre has eetablisbed iUelf upon any 
part, no mutter where, the eonittiliitiun is probably imprognutcd 
with it« vims as positirely aii it can be ot any futuro period, 
altliough, in regard to the quantity of the morbid matter, timo 
isdoubtle^ ret^niMte for its increase. The virus is cumulative, 
and its uliimate hounds we cannot fully anticipate. But it 
wottld be unwise for the physician to wait until ha wilnesMd the 
vitiation of tho bltxKl and the other fluids, or the death and 
eifoliation of the tmnes, or tlic i^kiii here and there dineolving in 
alcentted patches, before retwrting to otlicr niedicinul agentM aa 
auxiliary to (he mercurial treatment. 

or all tlte various remedies which have hitlicrto been, or are 
DOW, employed for tlie cure of indurated chancre, I am disposed 
to regard mercury, when Judiciously administered, aa entitled to 
bear the palm. Induced by tlie example of Dr. Uoaack, nur- 
taiued as it was by the profctsion generally, 1 was early led to 
prescribe it in tbe form and manuer recommended by liiin, and 
have never had occasion to doubt its efficacy or safety. I have 
never induced ^ivatioa to the tiligLtcst degree with tbe oxymu- 
riato pill. As a general rule, I direct the patient to prolunf; its 
use for fonr or five weeks after tlie fpeci6c >ore and ibi charac* 
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tsristio induration have disappeared ; and to etc a out the treat- 
ment for a still lunger period with tlie potastio-tartrate of iron. 
RicorJ advises a daily miircurial dose thai shall produce a 
sollsiUc [jliysiologicill eflTect for «ix tnuiitlis. But sucli a pr<K 
tmctcd course seems uncalled for. I ouce had a patient, who 
was a medical guiillomau, wito took the prato-iodide of mercury, 
according tu Riccird's formula. Hu resided at n. dislarico, and 
cuiitiDued tlic medicine beyond the time allotted. A long and 
severe salivation ensued, groally to hiR detriment. This accident 
is the only instance of the kind that lias ever happoDod to an 
individual who has taken any morcnrial by my recomiaeiidation. 
But, iioLwiUiidairdiiig the value I attach to mercury in tlie treau 
Dieut of the indurated chancre, I am not disposed to make it a 
bobhy^ — that is, to cuiifido tn it to tlie oscluNion of other 
nmosures. There is a more excellent way, and that way is to 
coiiihino it with some of tho adjuvantia that huve heen mcutioiied. 
They will always he fonnd important, even in the manikgemont 
of indurated chancre, although they are less demanded here, 
pcrhajLS, than in the secondary and still later periods of syphilis. 
In regard to the aniguiit gf drinks for daily use, tlie jiidgment 
of every sen.silile |iractitioiier will offer, with suflicient clearoeM 
and accuracy, all pro|»er siigrgGBtioriB, So, also, iu referenoe to 
meieury, the medical advisor must be the judge as to tiie 
quantity any individual case may require, iu order to realize the 
must fiivorublu effects; and this (pidiility will Lie most satisfac- 
torily ascertained by commencing with a small dose, and increas- 
ing it cautiously, until tlie desired change is experienced iu ilte 
lesion, for which it is given. Surely the surgeon need not be 
told of the ever-varying ditferences and pecuUaritiee that are 
ooastAiitly met with iu eoituection with this disease, and with the 
employment ofmurcury ; and that no absolute rules can he laid 
down as to the ijtmntity or form of the medicine, that may be 
btist for the case in hand ; — nor will any medical mau of obser- 
Tation and rcHection allow liimsolf to bo wedded to any exclu- 
sivo Bystera, or to be governed wholly by arbitrary preseriptiona. 
It should he home in mind, however, thut the quantity of mer- 
cury, which we arc always compelled to give for tlio cure of 
indurated dianeru. has a direct tendency to impair the vigor of 
llio stoutest frame. Like opium, strychnine, and many other 
drugs, it will kill a» well as cure, if, in the exhibition of il, it b« 
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attendant ta pfwc ribe it wtih dat cii^BB^aelMM, aad Id fatify 
S-Ae patieDt ^iiBst aU Mii^iif frva h. To llm wA, nwi w 
^bSioald be had to tOBO, — af witkb, far i^fba&tiK p^^ifff^ 
"^Like potaerio-textzsM of inn is Ae box. 

Local AmxciTtaw^ — .\i t gonffi itrcdiafc dming ihgdiy. 
siitric add, in tbe finwrtMa flf tro drop* to dM Muoe of wiler, 
vUl be tonai eamw^mSemtmad wcQ soiud to Ae caadjtioa of the 
•ore;. BitaoflinDhottM be mlarMed sitlt it, and apfilied to the 
Jiimgd taifaoe. TW lint wtMC beiDoved loget diy; b«t. 
viihoul beiD^ distubed, afaoald be moiMeiied bjr meem of a 
GSttwrs bair peucil dipped in tbe locioo. If tbe lenoa be oa tbe 
•sternal nrfuc of the pc^aee, « paee* of tiiio fattm percba 
should «DTclop tbe puts to pnreot vrepontioo. Ai Dtght. tbe 
ninie oxide of tBerciu7 oininieot must be rabstituled for tbe 
raab. A vealc solutioa of tbe ^ench dtloride of soda, ibe 
UoiBalic viAe, wish aa equal poritoa of rau)-vat«r, a solatioa of 
fOtaMto-ttrtrate of iron, in the proportion of a drachm to eight 
outioes of -water, — are all entitled to lamrable remembnuice 
ta Euitable topical remedies. Tbe black va«li, so long koown to 
ill prscdtionere, b likewise valuable in maaj cases. Oocasioo- 
lllj it brings out a TesieiUar eruption upon the adjacent integu- 
nenta, and, when this bappew, ita emplovmeiii Till do harm. 

lu cliangiiig the dremngf, delieae; of uanipulatioa should 
be observed. The minute vessels of lite chau«« are eo^tlr 
ruptured, and will bleed, and tlie norma) healing process will 
thereby- be interrupted. In llie minor surgical attentions he- 
itowed, let me be permitted to saf that everytliing ttat border? 
ou uuneeecsar^ rudeno^s. or carelessness, or iiidifTereiice to tlie 
comfort or feelings of the paiieut, should on all occasions be 
itudiou«l; avoided. 

Saliva Tios. — If this UDfortunate accident happen from the 
use of mercury, tbe physiclati will prol*ably have the mortilica- 
liOD of seeing Uie di!)ea»«, for wliich the medicine waa ^reu. 
UBume a retrograde course ; for two poiFon», instead of one* 
•re now preying tipon the syMem. And we need not wonder at 
tlte osprc«sion of Hunter, tliat there are now and tlion appear- 
IBOSB, which occur under the treatment, that will at first 
20 
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etnlinrraKS tlio practitioner. "I have," nays he, "suspected 
thiLt mercurf, flying into tlie mouth and thruat, lias soiuctimeti 
produced slouglis in the toneils, and tho»e have beoti takeu for 
vcjiiorcal." 

Tho patlont requires the most gentle management. In some 
peculiar idiosyncrasies, the factitious disease presents a T&tj 
BSrioiis and foriuidablo aspect, — becomes chronic, and produces 
deep and iiiilicnllliy ulcerations in the tongue, cheeks, ^iims, uid 
elsewhoro within the tnouth and throat; gangrene may set in, 
and tlio duath of the patient he tlie final result. It is well 
fur tho young practitioner to be apprized of all these possible 
events. 

Treatment. — At this crisis, tho chhrale of potash will ren- 
der eijaentiiil service. In the most alarming coses of stomatitis, 
its restorative powoni have been abundantly tested. A drachnk 
of tho Knit may bo dissolved in a pint of water, and taken in the 
course of tho day. Il muy likewise be prescribed as a gargle, 
ill about the proporlioiia here loeutioncd. 

It is liL-ltoi- to ordur a gaigle uf moderate strength, which caa 
he rGBtirted to witli frBedoni, rather than a more potanl one, 
wliich cau be employed only two or three times in Ilia day. If 
ulcers exist in any part of tho month, they will generally in a 
very short time exhibit evidence of improV'cment under tlie 
action of the chlorate. Tho beneficial influeiice of this fralt, 
in all forins and stages of tim afTuction, is unsurpassed by any 
plan of treatment Miat has yet been adopted. 

The muriatic iiriil likewise makes a valuable topical applica- 
tion. It should be iiRcd once doily, with a bit of eon epongo, 
and the mouth bo immediately cleansed with warm water. Tbo 
acid is a favorite with Mr. Acloii. Ilo eays it never fails. I 
have tried it, and can add my testimony m its favor. It is not 
safe to trust the patir^nt with it. 

The Rfius Glahrum. — An infusion of tho inner bark of the 
root of this siirub, commonly called smooth Pennsylvania su- 
mach, is a remedy highly extolled by Pr, Wiiliaui M, Pahnes- 
toclc.* It may be recommended a« a gargle in every stage of 
the diBca^o. Dr. F. states that when the surface of the mouth 

• Viile Amtricnn Jouriitil uf the MpJifiil Sciences, No. Ix., p. ^\. 
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and throat le irrila(«il, it acts most bonefieitllf AS t mucilagU 
Dous refrigeraiit, a^tniigciit, mid ttootliing application. 1 liave 
DOTOT tested thix arliclt) ; but the respevtaU^ aiitliurity, on 
which it» pinploj'iuiMU in bruuglit u> iioticQ, entitles it to liivor- 
al))« const do ration. Dr. P. rugurds tlic infusion as almost a 
apeotfic iu the soro moutli attending inordinate morcuriftl sali- 
vation. 

TIm) tongue is lialile to become awollen in a manner Kcriously 
to interfere wicti reiipiration and deglutition. In ttnch ciit^us, it 
vill be necessary to apply two or tliree leeches to tli» dorsum or 
lateral regions by means of a suitable gla»^s tiiite. ThiH method 
of abbtracting blood is profcrable to making iucinion» into tlie 
organ. Ulcers occasionully form on the under surfaco of tlio 
tongtto, near its edg^us, where the Inttor come in contact wilii 
tl)o teolh. These ulcers are attended with a seiisatiun of Einart-* 
ing and burning pain, and are thus a source or groat trouble to 
tlie individual. To remedy thia stale of things, a piece of ^oft 
lint should be soaked in a very weak solution of tannin, or in 
cliloriiialed wati>r, and placed betwuen the tongue and tcctli. 
"Hiis is ttio bcvt protection tlie case will admit of, and should 
ueTer bo neglected. 

So long as f^alivdtioii is excessive, it will be important to keep 
tlio alimentary canal in a free etate by valine laxatives. TontvH 
and a generous diet will bo rec^nired, and the patient tdiould 
occupy a large and well-ventilated apartmenC. 




CHAPTER XX. 

MASKED CHANCRE. 

When a chancro is situated in the urethra, in the Tagioa, or 
upon tha os tiacee, it is ciilted the concealed or masked chancre. 
It is this clianerG upon whicli supervene, sooiitT or laler, th<we 
coiisecuLire sjraptomB tliat were Ibrraerly supposed to have Uicir 
origin ill blciiuoiThngia ; and hoiice the latter affectioo vae be- 
lieved to be a geiiiiiMe syphilitic malady^ by some medical pnc- 
lilinuci'tj and syphilographfirs. 

A cliaiicre may exist nt an; poiiit of thQ urethral canal 
between the external orifice and the bladJe.-. The mwbt fre- 
quent f-ite, however, is Just within tlio nicatiis; and, by everting 
tho lips, the lesion may l>e brought into view, and the diagnosis 
clearly lande out. But when the sore occupies a deeper portion 
of tlio canal, its presence is nut so easily detected. The exist- 
ence of a cliarieioiis iikor in some portion of the canal may be 
Huspcctod when, in a ease of blcnnorrliagria, tho discharge does 
lint appear tintll a late d:ty afler suspicious connection, — when 
it is inlennilteut, and occurs at irregular intervals, and is vari- 
able ill character, lieitig sometimes thin, scanty, and sauioiis- 
and at other times thick and profuse, or presentiiij? A tenacious 
filon(2;h, similar to what is cast off from the indurated chancre in 
its ukcrativo stapo. 

yoinetimes a wiiolo nionlh elapses from the time of the last 
sexual exposure before tho appeuraneo of any abnormal dis. 
cliarL'e, which arises from the uretliriil boi-o. 'Jlie other Kigns, 
wliich wilt aid in the diagnosii*, are tlio (jre^eiico of a dtstiiicl* 
induration at the sfwt where the chancre is concealed, which 
can bo felt on pressure with the fitiger. The conditions and 
symptoms here elated do not obtain in uncomplicated gonor- 
rhoea. But if the chancre be too deeply seated within llie 
canal to admit of inspeelioit, inoculation may be resorted to 

aii a u>Mt. 1 1 muxt, however, be tried at an early day, before 
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tlie sore tias lost its epocilic character ; that is, while it is ex- 
tending, and before ic begiiis to heal. If a rcul chancre exist, 
the matter introduced beueaUi the ctitlcle will bo Ijlcol}' to givtj 
rise to a true chancrous pusltile, and thns all doubt vill be 
remoTcd. But the patient may not apply until after tlio pro- 
gre«sive slagv lius passed away, and then the chara<:teri^tic pus- 
tule cannot be raised by artificial tneajis. Another ob-^tacle 
nay bo in the way of obtaining an a«curate knowledge of the 
pathological coiidiUon of the urctlira. Tho patient may object 
ift any esperiuiciiu*, and the surgeon will be thrown hack upon 
liis own ability to decipher Oie true import of tho urulhrul 
symptoms as best he may. It sometimes linppcns that the 
»re, resulting from inoculation, is far more dilfcHlt to lieal 
tbaa the original chancre; and hence, although tho experiment 
as a test of primary syphilis, is valuable, it Is a question 
whether it is justifiable. Does not the surgeon exirase the 
individual to evils wliicli he knows not of? Fortunately for 
all parties, urethrul chancre, cither in the male or rt>malc, is 
rarely met wiih. Instances liaTu been known where gonor- 
riMea and chancre hare been contracted daring the same impure 
couuccciou. 

The Tariety of chancre now under review sometimes gives 
ri»e to very serious mutilations. If it be at the orifice of the 
urethra, it may occasion contraction of that portiori of tha 
canal, so as to require the long-continued use of small bougies 
or plugs to prevent closure of the meatus, or lo expand it, 
uid restore the part, in some good degree, to its normul condi- 
tion. Somclimes, when the chanere is seated at a di-stanco 
from the entrance of tho canal, it cau!«es, ou healing, a tronidc- 
wme traumatic stricture, which is by no means easily ctired. 
lu other iustancci<, the ulcerative process extendi through the 
entire parts, and perforations take place, uoually ininiodiately 
behind tho glaim penis; and largo portion^!,' even of the ure- 
thra and of the bladder, are destroyed, ttic patient dying in 
consequence. 

If a primary chancre or ulcer be situated in the vagina or 
upon the os tincE, the fact can be ascertained by means of the 
ipeculum. Wlien there is such a lesion, the exudation, which 
it yields, confii^ts chieliy of a slight mucopurulent, mueo- 
sauious, or ichorous discharge, which irritates the neighboring 
20* 




234 ooNontiHtSA ANn STpmue. 

parts ; but otherwise the patient experiences no great trouble 
from it, unless it attains a large size. She then <M>mpI&ins of 
lorero hypogastric and himbar paias, a sensation of dragging 
weight in the pclvi:t, olc. But the mere fact that a discliar^ 
exists, under suspicious circumstances, juetifiea the medical 
attendant in propoaiug the introduction of the speeulum. 

Tbkatmknt op Concealed Chahgrg. — If the chancre is at 
the aporturc of tlio urethra, local applications will form an 
essential part of tlie trefttinent. The weak iiitric acid lotion^^ 
or the blaclc wash, as already mentioned, may be kept upon lh»- 
part by means of lint. Far ordinary dressing, cither of th«sft 
will answer. Should the ulcer show a lendcncj to cxtenJ 
around the entire circle of the orifice, the appUcatiou of strong 
uilric acid will be retjairod. If tlio morbid process can be kept 
in cliecic, bo as not to embrace the whole of the orifice, contrac- 
tion, to any great degree, will not bo likely to result. A short 
wax. bougie, worn for an hour or two, morning and night, while 
the patient is in bed, will be useful in maintaining the normal 
size of the opening. 

If it be ascertained that a cliancrous sore has formed at a 
distance froiu the meatus, local remedies may, even here, do 
much for the patioul'e advantage. Injections of the clilorido of 
soda — one part to twelve of water — must be ordered every 
hour during the day, fur a few days. Afterwards, let aromatic 
wine, in the ratio of one part to two of warm water, be sutxtti- 
tutuJ, or a weak solution of the potassio-tartrate of iron — saj, 
Olio (IracUni to ten ounces of water — ^can be employed with 
safety any number of limes during the twenty-four hours. Mr. 
Luiigston Parkor rccominonds an injection of warm olive oil, 
three limes a day, and in tbe intervals the following solution of 
tannin and opium : — 

R. A-riiJi 'rnnnid gr. x. 

Hxtrnt'ii Upu, ...•....^. i^. 

Aqu». 5j. 

M. Fiat Lotio. 

A thin »hred of lint, eoakod in this lotion, may be introduced 
into the passage, being romo^cd when the patient has occasion 
touruiate. 
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L»re to be adopted at 

iffula aatiplilogUtics. 
benefit of a vum 
Mu be adnioistsred let it W ik tke < 
importwl, Mt out; ia tcdaaag te fares of 
actioa, but will allmj the mtr*xm» 'urmtS^ of tkt 
which is exc«edinglf liable to Atm itsdf at sadh tiskes. If 
Uie cliajicre exiet vitbio ti>c orethia of tbe onlc be is ift la 
be visited with Doctaroal crectiaaw. T« psrvcat Aeae. tli« 
ph;»ician caunol do belter itett pnaoSbt latge doiCf f^ l^K- 
Ub, or direct a comhinHwa of ctmfkmt aad kjgacfiaa^ 
tliBs: — 

R. Ounpbaor, • . . . gi. zrn^ 

Eatncti Hjoaepai, . . . . gf.*iy 

X. ft. pO. No. xi^. Dose. — One or two piO* « bedtime. 

The pttlieiit tauBt be restricted to a rigid diet, and be allowed 
copious dnnights of wann diluent driuks; be ehould Iiire a 
moderate ratine laxative crcrf ivcotid dar ; be kept in bed, and 
free frain excitement, until the active, inflammator/ syuiptonut 
have been subdued. It will then be projier to put him cau- 
tioiisl/ upon a mercurial course of treatment, wliich h to be 
prosecu(«d as in ordiuarv ca.<ies of indurated chancre Eituated 
extornntW. Tlic btcnnorrhapc F^riaplootA, if dependent oil a 
concealed chancre, will cease, of c«ur*c, when the chancre 
baals. On the contrary, if the urethral di^mr^ proceed from 
a dltferent ca.u»:e, the foregoing tre^itincut will prove inadoquate 
to its removal. The con]|jlaiiit is a gunurrhiea, and the putieiit 
must be put upon the ordliiurjr eour^^ for this muladjr. 

If tho 08 or cervii uteri, or the vagina, be the scat of chan- 
cres, their cure will Ije essentially forwarded by the applieation 
. of tlie concentrated iiitric acid, or the acid uitrale of meruury. 
Eilher of tlieso substances may be emijloyed every second or 
third day. Another local remedy is the chloride of mic : — 

R. Zinci Chloridi, 9ij. 

AqiM! Fontana* 5 ivj. M. 

An ounce of tliis solution is to he injected three times duriag 
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the twenty-four hours. In regard to conatitittiooal treatmetil, 
it 18 to bo canducted on the same general priuciples applicable 
to similar accidoiitK in the male eubject. 

The iiifraqueiicj of indurnled chancre of the os ateri maj be 
judged of from the fact that Dr. Egan did not meet with a atogle 
case during hie attendance at the Lock HoepituI of Weftciore- 
land for foiir years. This hospital is exclusively for Ibmalos. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

INFLAMMATORY CHANCRE. 

This is the Bimplo reaeroal sors assuming an inflsininatorj 
cb&racter, and the latter condition may manifest itacif at any 
period of the accident. Sometimes the pain, swelling, and ottiar 
concomitant symptoms arise very suddenly, and increase with 
gn?at rapidity : and, iT not arrested, gangrene and sloughing will 
take place in tliQ course of four or five days, or even in less 
timv. Where tlio phjsiciati or siirgeou in cousnlled ut an early 
day, niid ndojib a ctireinl and judiciei.i» lino uf trt;iilnii;iit, Uiis 
form of chancro is rarely seen. The stateof things implted hy 
the term iriflammatnri/ chancre, is generally induced in conse- 
quence of seme irriluling or caustic substance too frccty applied 
to the simple sore or chancre, in the haste to destroy it. 

Patients of irregular hahits and of Kangutriootis temperament 
commonly furnish the raw material for the variety of chancre 
treated of in tliis chapter. Com (lura lively fen' cases are met 
with at the present day. Some years sincu, I saw a specimen on 
a young man who had been under the care of an apothocary for 
the cure of a simple chancre. The ahortive method was tried ; 
that is, the apotliccury attempted the dei^truction of the sore 
by applyiii)^ a ijntiirated sulutiiiii of iiitiatc of silver. It was 
employed daily, until a most intense iufiammation was cxi^itcd, 
and rapidly estcndcd, notwithstanding every effort to arrest its 
progress. Flia^edsena and eloiighing supervened, uiid the pa- 
tient was compelled, as a last resort, to submit to ampulntiun 
of tlio penis. He suffered for a long period from secondary 
disease, but finally reeoverod, and has since been remarkablj 
corpulent. Ue had led a dissipated lifo^ 

Treatmekt. — In the treatment of the patient, the ordinary 
principles of surgery for subduing indanimalory aetion mui-t 
be our guide. Ue&t in a horizontal position is indisiieiiaablo. 
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Without tltc strioUnt obecrFuicc of this, all our efforts vill be 
uiMvuiliiig. It is better for the |Hitient to b« in bed, tKaii to trjr 
a»j olher inetliod ofkeoping tlic liorizoiital position. If lie uu- 
deruke to lounge about upon h »ofA or coucli, with his ciuUtae 
oil ill thu usual manner, lie will full to eccure fur hiinscif tlie 
advunlagL's implied when wo epcuk of ibc rccuitibeiit puntufo. 
The warm bath should be taken daily. Tho patient may be 
allowcJ oraugeade and other refrigerant drinks ; moderate 
Batiiic &|)erioiiU( and the usual antiphlogieticH are to be relied 
iipun, until the infUnuiiatioit iti subdued, and the lesion brouglit 
into n licultbv cinuliti'^i], which can be accomplished without 
diffietitty, provided tho medical attendant can maintain perfect 
comniaiid ovrr the habits of the individual. 

The late Mr. Ecy, of Guy's Uospitut, had a Ingli opinion of 
ttte C'uld infusion of sarsaparllla in lime-wAtdr, as a constant 
drink. Its power uf aliuyiug irritnliility of action, both local 
and conHtitiitional, lio ic^iCiii'dcd a^ incontei^lililo in this and all 
ollior furms of euiislilutioual syphiHs. Irritability of tlio system 
is (ioniL'timos one of the most intractable fiyinptoms to manage, 
Hud shows il&uir in i|uil« a varitity uf ways, sometimes in the 
condition of tlic I'orebral organs, EomclimL's in the ttlate of tlie 
bon'clH, 8oiuotiinc5 in pulpitutious of the heart; and al othor 
timcii the ruiii'tiuiiti (if all these urgans tire strangely deranged, 
wliilj tliti local sytuptunttj remain at a high point of intensity. 
In ^ln^h circumstances, the patient should be kept under tlie 
inlliieiii-i^ tif (ipiuni. Thon; is no remedy that vrill so speediljr 
and ut kindly minister to liis relief a» this. It eliould be 
employed eurly ; that i», iho momont lie begins to complain of 
rci'ile^.-'nci'a and inability to obtain sleep. If he lias had « 1>3d 
night, lio will ill the inurniug report himself as exhausted ; aiid 
an ng}!r«rfliion of all the i^ymptums will be almost cortaiu to 
ensue on tlio following day. Ijirge dos«s of opium will not ouly "^ 
allay the general irritabilitT of iho system, but will assuage llio^. 
iiilhiuunalion and pain which couiplicatp the lc»cal accident,^ 
Whethor the wiUd gum be employed, or the tincture, or lJi».«'j 
sulphate of morjiliia, is of minor consequence. Two grains 
opiuut *lu>uhl l* given every throe hours, until a decided i 
)>r0»Jon iv nianife«t(>d ; wid tliia impression maj be austaiite^^ 
if upcvsjarj, for Mnral dajrs without inu-rruptioa. VThen •- "* 
intiuMico of tbt MJM^mitBtuai ia procuring re^oduDS *!' 
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CHAPTER XXn. 
PHAGEDENIC CHANCRE. 

PHAOBOiENTC clmncre is the result of acute iiifiamniatioa 
unsuccetusfiiUy treated. Inflammatory clmncre is liiiblc to 
progrGNB to a slate of gan^reiie and sloughing, and the pba* 
gedseuiu sore is ttis iilliinate etage or point to wliicb inQ&m- 
matioit can nxtoiid. 

Prftotically, the distinguisliiiig line between gangrene and 
phagcdiuim is iiol very im|ioitaiit ; and yet there is a differ- 
ence liclwceti tlic two, both iit regard to tlid condition of ttie 
patiuibl's system at tlio time, and as rosjiects the state of the 
parts involved ill tlie local disease. Akornethy employed the 
terra phagedrFua to express every form of destructive sore, 
wlietlier owing to ulceration or eloiigbing. Acton's dtAtinctioo 
bol\^'l;cll pliiigudaiJiu and gangrene is clear and brief. It is this: 
Some locnl irritating agent is the cause of iiiliammatory or gan- 
grenoiiK clmncre, wheroas a pociiliiir state of the constitution 
exi!<ts in u patient siiDcritig from phagedena. In gangrene 
the general health is not impaired ; in phagedena it ia. la 
gangrene thore 'u death of the parts ; in pliagcdasna a sort of 
liquernctioii talcoM place, and a melting down of the adjacent 
structures, which have been previously destroyed. Dr. Egati, 
Bponking of |)htigodajinc, priiani-y nicer, confines his description 
to that class of ulcor wliich eommfitcei as a phagedenic sore, 
although he does not ignore tbo fact that many others may 
assumo this character from neglect, from local irritation, or 
from the iuteriml use of even small quantities of mercury. He 
montions ono instance, under his care, which became phagedw- 
nio fVom the admiitistratioii of ten grains of blue pill. 

The phugivlmie chancre always denotes a depraved condition 
of Ihi) animal economy. The i»atient looks haggard, lia^ what 
ve call a broken-down constitution, induced perhaps by ■ 
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TftH«ty of causes, ttuch as mtempemtA habits, oxcessivo dobauch- 
»ry, and otbor irregularities coniiecteil willi a life of dissipation, 
confinement in Uie wards of a badly- ventilated liwpital, or liritig 
iu aiiy unwliok-sunie eiluutioii, utid by any ollior adverse condi- 
tions, vhich the medical attendant will do well always to iiiijiih-e 
Into. Sailors wiio liavo bceu engaged iu long sorvice, and wlio 
COnaeqneiUly Lave been exposed to tlic hard vicissitudes of tliu 
Mft, and tudividuaU of a scrofulous and lymplmtic diatlicsis and 
flahl>y muscular fibre, are also to ha iiiclcided iu Uic list of tiio»e 
in vhom tlie phaged£enic chancre is apt to appear. Now and 
then we meet witli patients who are not slow to attriliule this 
form of their disease to Oic improper treatment which tliey 
fenny thejr liave rccclvod from tlio attonding surgeon or physi- 
cian ; and tlius tho skill of the practitioner miiy bo unjustly 
impugned. Not long ^ince, I was called in consultation by a 
yoiuig physician, aitd was witness to the state of things here 
Bpobcn of. The patient, however, upfni hoing confronted and 
closely questioned, admitted that he had led a protligate life 
for years ; and lie was very plainly told tlmt his condition was 
chargeable in every particular to his vilo habits, and not to any 
inipropor medical treatment. The young physician retained 
tlie daily charge of the case, and heard no more insinuations 
u to inalpracticc. 

The profjress of this chancre, if neglected, is very rapid ; the 
constitutional syuiptoms, to which it gives rise, are of a more 
Berioas type than those attonding any other primary 6or« ; and 
there is no accident, of a syphilitic origin, more worthy of tlio 
study of tlic practitioner than this. Let nio bo permitted to 
Wf, that lie (should mak^j himself and keep himself fomiliar with 
its nature, and with tho host mode of mniiuf^ing it: for be is 
liable to be called upon in circumsUiucos requiring doeiBion and 
immediate action. True he may not be summonod to amputate 
ft limb ; but his cool and collected solf-posscesion, his enlightened 
judgment, and bis practical services may he wanted in a crisis 
of scarcely less magnitude ; and a judiciou», impromptu pro- 
cedure may not only savo an important part of the huinnu frruue 
fh>m destruction, but even roscua the individual from inipt-iiding 
death. Sometimes, when the plmgcdajna seizes upon tho pro- 
pncc, the whole of this membrane will be swept away in thirty 
hours ; and where the glans is attacked, tho destructive action 
21 
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' with a wrl y «^nl lapifiCf, mTo lra ig all tfw structum 
9l As «BgM. wfaiefa. iiL tm or tltree dajng beoomes a revolting 

a mUooh IbDoved by sccooduy 
ksioa, the cooiii ri oo of Um ports, so far oe 
, is la cakely wb*l the snrgecMt Mcores wbea 
riM neeoc iaiiaieJ daacrc bf Uie application of 
.or other ^nrtarniifw In both cases, the pbagedvoie 
actuia enu o^ the ■loorttent wtb, and ibe pQtsoii, whicli is 
still confiMd to its ori^iaal loealitr. is tUo destroyed and cast off 
with the decixcas of the sore. Thus the patient escapes oousti- 
Mtiooal infeclinQ. It is not abet^ntelT certain, bowerer, tbat 
in all ca«es no secondary oeciJeats will supervene upon the 
tnic chancre. Tbe Tims toay hare been taken up by 
■h— tyaoo. or hare erept into tbe sysiem through tlie 
|y;ih1iciJt be<<>re they were obUienSed by tbe sloughing 
yoeaai, bat tbe dant^r is very triffiag ; and thow who advocate 
tbe old melhod of mercurial treatmeatt ooasider it good practice 
to spire tbe patient, at thb juncture, the debtlitating etTects of 
sueka coarse. 

TsEAmENT. — In all cases, the patient should be required to 
keep liis bed, and, if possible, he should have tbe benefit of a 
lai^, weH-rentilated apartment. Ue will need a geueroua dlot 
and a good allowance of slicrry wine. A. decoction of hops 
with witic iu it makes a good tonic beverage, especially for 
iho^ wbo, while in health, have been accustomed to stimulating 
libations. 

What lias already been said In re^rd to the advautagM to be 
derived from tlie warm bath and aperient mudiciiius, is, iii the 
main, applicable here. Althougli the evil we ore now consiidor- 
iiig is due to some ^pecilic cau:>c, it is to be treated without 
refureticc to this origin. Tlie esi:?ting condition of tho patient, 
both as relates to tliu local and constitutional symptonis, should 
eiigro$d the attention of tlic medical attendant cxcltisivcly, and 
tlie case should, in all particulars, Le conducted as a simple 
plia(i;eda!iia, uncomplicalod witli sypliilis; for as toon as tlic uu- 
fiivorablG symptoms arc subjugated, and the chancre assumes the 
clwimcter of a simple, lieuhhy sore, which it can g>>tierally be 
made to do, it will heal witliont diHicuhy, and the patient will 
in all respocts mako a good recovery. 
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A majority of patients siiifer exti-ciuely from constitutional 
irritation at this crisis, and the free cinployment of opium in 
some rorm will be imperiously demaudud. Tlin HoUd pill is, 
perliaps, lobe preferred. In regard to llio iiggregato (quantity 
per diem, tlie amount must lie proportioucil tw tlio condition of 
tilt; patient, and his !>u.s«uptibility to tliu i^pocitiu action of the 
drag. It will be safe to begin at cnrly bodlimc witli n pill con- 
taining two grains. I*ot llii.i he repeated every tlirec liours, or 
llierca bouts, until the dei<ired ofTects aro realized. Two of these 
pills will usually be sufficient to procure quiet sloop, and on the 
following day tbo patictit will Ul- IJkoly to find liimsolf in a eom- 
forlul»lu state, tt is, Imwever, sometimes nuecssary lo give six, 
eight, or ten grains of opium in the course of twenty-four hours. 
If it should impair tlic uppotitc, or ntliorwise disturb tlio func- 
tions of the digestive organs, a little wine in connection with it 
Till, in a great measure, prevent any inconvenience. The wine 
vill not only tend to correct any unpleasant cflocta of the opium, 
but will act in uni.'^on with it in bringing about an amondtticiit 
of the patient's general eondition. As soon as tho morbid irri- 
tabiltty is quieted, the aniouut of opium oliould be very unieli 
diminished. 

The chlorate of potash is a useful article to bo omployod in 
fcrreatiiig any pbagcdajnic tendency, and inducing healthy action 
in tho ulcerating surface, liitcrnally.it miiy tie givpn, dissolved 
in barley-water, to the amount of a drachm diirint^ tlie day. As 
a topical application to the ulcer, th« annexed formula can be 
advantageously employed : — 

It. PotaiKF Chloratia, 3 IT. 

AijiuE Llestillnta, J ^U' ^^ 

To b« consUuitly applied, as a dresiin;;, by me«n» of lint.* 

Potassio-Tartrate op Iron. — I must again present the 
claims of this salt. Ah a therapeutic agent both constitu- 
tional and local, in the condition of thiiigB bofore us, it is olWu 
to be preferred to the chlorate of [kota^h, and, indeod, to every 
other article in the materia modica. It was first rceommcndcd, 
some fifloen years ago. by Ricord, who employed it '* to iron up 



* Vide <hiy'» HoijiEtal K«part«, ml. vi!., p. 331. 
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ihe Wood." Where llio patient is in a focWo, anaemic state, » 
(juiriiig a tonic cuurw of treatraeiitj tliis ferruginous preparalioo 
is ciititleil to tlic tiiglieiit confidence. At Uio otisot of pbagod*- 
nic action it may bo rosorted to witli ovory prospect of sdvott- 
tage. Tho opt.iles, which may bo appropriaU) for a time to 
allay the morbid sensibilities of the patiQut, will constitute tio 
burner to tlie free administration of the iron. While tlieM 
mudiciiiGs ai-e in const&iit uso, an occasional small dose of cas- 
tor-oil will be required to presen'e tlie boweU iu a. auitaUe 
state. 

For pliagedaMiic ulcers, in wliatevcr tissue situated, and at 
whatever period of tbo syphilitic disease, tlie iron vill display 
ati eifieionoy of power not inherent in any other remedial agent. 
I liavo cinployod it almost daily for about eight ycnrs, vith re- 
Bulls every way satisfactory, for tlic improvement of Uic cont^tl- 
tution of iiidividunls laboring tinder various forms of venereal 
allections. It is especially adapted to those cases in which the 
exhibition of mercurials would be prejudicial. I can ecarceljr 
overrate it« "ioluo. In pliagedieiia all medical men agree that 
mercurial ngcuts sliouM be e:ccladod, and all who liave fairly 
tested llie polassio-lartratG of iron, I know, will corroborate any 
cxpi'cssious of praise I might choose to employ. I am sure that 
tills arlicle lias not acquired that notoriety and favor to wliicli it 
is entitled, Administered iiitenially as a tonic, it can bo relied 
upon us particularly suited to a numerous class of patients suf- 
fering not only from phageda'iia, or sloughing ulcers, but from 
every other variety of vcin;rcal ulceration, es|»ecially if tlie con- 
stitutional iiiie^ity bo mucli impaired. In saying thus much, I 
have to observe tlmt 1 have no experience with it in indumtcd 
chancre, or strictly iuaammatory chancre.' The iron may be 

' Mr. ItcliruiiU, gf Livi-rpool, extols ihc une of thii TnnnJf in every caoe 

ot jiriiiiuiv FiypliiltB. Ue whs first imlut-cil to try it, in a taav of very larg^tuid 
ubtiiiiutf ciiikiict(>uii Koi'v, ill 1604. It hud Existt-tl thrrc moDthi, and b*d bem 
treuiGil wiih varioui liiciil n|iiiUcatiuiiM withuui htnoftl. The patient had otb«r- 
wi>c bci;n under good, mc-dt-citl cut', but had wutlcd awny from paini lost gt 
e.]i\tctM. unil IcitK of sleep. The tote vm situated pnrtly on the peni* nnd 
jMirtly on ilic Kcrotuni. 'i'lie palk-iit couimeno^cl tiii/ tine uf the iron, and id 
one manih wns nitcd Mr Ik-hrend. holding the oi»iruon that the rinis of « 
pliii);i'Jii-iiio ohunifre is idfnlicnl »iih ihiU of every otbrr form (ibi.- plwgciliciM 
bi'ing. in hit oiiiiiion, atliibulublc to cju'ciiil DircumkUiiiecK, and, as il werv^ a 
modi fir Dtion BUpcraddcd to ihc original di>ciuc), delermincd to treat every < 
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The chlorate of potAsh. as a lotion, mnj' bo employed as 
tn excellent det«rgeiit aiid aeiliseptic in cliroiiic i'oMid. HUf)- 
purating nlcers, wherever situated. It proves Tery serviceable, 
al!K>, in ulcerated e>ui'raci!e exhibiting a tendency to Htoiigliing, 
The formula prescribed at the lloyal Free Uospital of Lon- 
don is composed of half an ounce of the chlorate of potash 
to a pint of water, with forty drops of strong hydrochloric acnd. 
It is Hlimulatiri^ in its action also, and convurt-s a foul uliicr into 
a healthy, granulating sore. The som sliould bo kepteotitstanlly 
wet wiLh the solution by means of surgeon's lint satnrated wicli 
it, and covered with tlun sheet gtitta-percha. As soon as the 
rcciipcmtive process is well established, the Blrength of the 
xrfutiou sliould be reduced. 



Carimjnatr OF AjfMONi.1. — Till? is a remedy which is onpa- 
ble of fulfilling an iniportaut indication in the treatment of 
phagedenic chancre : and, before taking leave of this siibjitct, 
I cannot forbear commending it to the attention of tiie practi- 
tioner. In its mode of operalion on lite dilapidated economy, in 
the circumBtauces now supposed, it differB materially from the 
Other articles of i\\(> class to which itbGlonge. Ttio immodialo 
impression u[hjii the stomacli, and llie genial thrill which it 
Bends throughout the systcoi, are always grateful to tho patient; 
and tlic stininlns which it imparts to the vascular and darmotd 
ti«£uet) approauheH nearer to that of normal action than can be 
exerted by any other remedial agent. It muy, therefore, be 
jfiveii ill almost any emergency, even wlien other stiinutants 
and incilantf would he inadmissibLe on account of any inflam- 
matory diathesis: or nction tinit may esist. Its use is compati- 
ble with that of opium, or of tlio favorite ferruginous prepara- 
tion of Eieord. It is especially suited to that class of patioJits 
whose constitutions have bocu injured by long indulgence in 
tho U£C of i]itoxioaling drinks, late hours, and all matmer of 
debaucheries, and who may bo suiTeriiig from the additional 
weight of the particular affection under consideration. In 
these circumstances, I have been accustomed to prescribe the 
ammonia for several years, as lu the auuexed formulii : — 




us OONOURUCEA A:rO SYPUILIB. 

R. Ammoiriir Corlxmiitiii, 5 j- 

Pulveris Acaciw, 

*■ Sacchnri, M, . . _ . . . . 5 1- 

Aqiur rontiuiu.', . ${r. 

CSimamomi Olei, Ett.j. M. 

Dour. — A lahJ^-jpoonftil every three Iiours in half «"gill of cold w«ter. 

Although I have commented fu%-orably upon several articles 
in counoctiQii with tlio tiMQliuout of phogudiniiic choucro, it is 
hardly to bo supposed that thcru will cvor Ih) occasion to mar- 
shal all tlioso forcns into the tield of action at the Bumo timo. 
They would time produce confusion, not benefit In refei-ence 
to the auiiuoiiia, I would add t1iBt,for female 5iihject£ especial!;, 
it will bo fdiiud an excoUoiU tJubstitiite for alcoholic stiniul&nts. 

TliiiN far 1 have been nearly silent in regard to the employ- 
metit of tiieruury in this destructive form of uleeraLloa. IT any 
medical practitioner is &o partial to it as to recommend it in 
tliuse circumstances, he will probably nut only liad it vftluele»^ 
but decidedly hurtful. Lot us suppose tlie young surgeon at 
the bedside of a miserable human being, male er female, vhoee 
constitution is wcll-nigli in ruins from scanty food, continual 
dram-driakiitg, tlie pcstiforouB fog of theatres and brothels, ir- 
regular hours, and various other predispoMJig caiiNes connected 
with a dissolute life, anil who is now the victim of a foul, angry- 
looking, eroding ulcer — the more dregs of syphilis — ujwn 
soma portion of the gouitals. lu such cases the patient always 
has a quick, feeble pul^e, indicative of great prostration and 
waning of the bodily powers. Even If the morbid action have 
exiBted but a short time, it is surprising how rapidly the patient 
fails. Lot tlie surgeon now inquire what specific |^c»od can 
accrue from the presence of any iQcrcuriat preparation in mch 
a shattered frame. If he should administer it. it will be found 
not only barren of all good results, but absolnlely baneful botli 
as regards Uio local disease and the general system. Even !u 
smalt quantiliesi, and where it does not indiiee tumefaction or 
rednesji of the giiras. it may play a mischievous part by increas- 
ing the tendency to slough, and its injurious effects by no means 
admit of easy reparation. I am confident I have seen vxamples 
illu&trattve of these remarka. I will cite one iustauoo. 
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Ca&b. May 18/A. — I was requested to gire advic«, from 
time to time, in the management uf u |)hau:vdietiic cliaimru, of 
vliidi ft young practitioner of tho city bad cbar^o. ll Iiap- 
pcneU U> be the first eflTuil of liis pructicut i^kitl in tliu Hypbilit'tc 
clupui'tmetit. Tlia paliuut wus u wuudL-nug Etigli»1imuii, tiiiity 
ycftTS of age, uiimarnt'd, of nervous tonipei^mcnt, a hard 
drinker, & great smoker, a frequenter of brothels, and occupy- 
ing as his ludgiiig-placc, while sick, a fimaU, filthy apartment in 
a house devoted to licentiotisnens. At the time of my Rrst visit 
lie was lying on a bod of rags, and was covered and surrounded 
by all tlie parapheruuliu of filcU and moral degradation. He 
bad a proiititutc for his uur^c- 

It appeared that, a few days after exposure, a chancre came 
upon tlio gUtis, near tho fru^num. The patient consulted 
this young pliysician, nho attomptcd the destruction of the 
sore hy the abortive treatment. Nitrate of silver was applied 
for sev«nil days in succession, the patient being abroad mean- 
time in the streets, rogardlosti of any advice to tlie contrary. 
Erysipelatous iuHamniation ensued, and progressed with its 
wonted activity in such cases, until it resulted in phagcOoinH. 
It is not easy to convoy a true idea of the unique apptraraace 
of things on thix occasion. The glans was swollen ; a para- 
phymoMs tightly girded the parts, and the prepuce and intega- 
meiil farther back were much tumefied and oedomalont'. The 
serou.t effusion had Infdtrated the mcslies of tho inlf>rstitial cel- 
lular membrane in a Eumowbat interrupted manner, so as to b« 
confined iu small elongated sacs, which took a spiral direction 
part of the way around the swollen organ ; and thus there were 
tluoo or four bauds producing n twisting and partial strungulu- 
tiou. Tlie virile member, as a whole, horO no small rcscm- 
blauce to a 8liort screw auger. Tho patient was lying on hi(> 
back. The primary chancre was close to thefrfctuua; but it 
wati now nearly obliterated, being merged in the pbageiitBuic 
ma^s. The puUe was quick, small, and hard ; the tongue 
white; ttiti ^kin dry und hard; there wa^^ thiist; severe pain in 
tltc glanfi and along tho whole penis; constant nervousness, and 
involuntary muscular agitation, like that witnesised in the early 
stage of delirium tt'omciis. For the two previuus iilglim he got 
but little sleep. He bad taken submuriiite of mercury pills 
for eight or nine days, but no specific effect had boen produced 
ia the mouth. 
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It wft8 agreed that the pillct should iiov be laid uide, and 
tliat opium should be givi>n in two-grain dosas, everjr tJiree 
boors, until the patient should obtain sleep; and that he be 
kept under the mfluence of tliis drug so lon^ as anv constitu- 
tional irritability remained. Tho profiuco was scnrificd at 
several points, acd the parts dressed with warm solution of the 
extract of opiiiii]. The paraphymosis was at once reliored by 
^tlie disgorgement from tlie prapuce, and tho swelltug mid pain 
in the strangulated glans subsided in a fow hours. The inaa 
vas put upnti the free use of cairbonate of ammonia julep, 
according to tlie formula Just given, together with vino and 
quinine. The chancre was touched with the concentrated 
nitric acid several times; and, for an ordinary dressing, the 
opiate solution was prescribed for a short ttmo: thcu tlio chlo- 
ride of foda; and, at a later period, the dihita nitric acid. Tlie 
pulse and tongue got nearly right iu about one week froni the 
day I first saw the case. There was lofia (if a considerable por- 
tion from the right sid^a of the g!ans and the corresponding 
part of the corpus cavornosum. The frieuum was destroyed, 
and also a portion of tho prepuce. At one time the organ bad 
an unpromising aspect. Prom the walls of the chai^in occa- 
sioned by the sloiip:liing, granulations sprung up in healthy 
style ; the niutilaCed glans was soon bruugUt in apiKtsJtion with 
the cavonions body, to which it miiled very cleverly. The cure 
ended wilh a somcwiuit odd deformity, although the patient 
was very well satisfied. He left his quarters suddenly one 
morning for parts unknown, allowiiig his young surgical attend- 
ant to realize U\b fee in tlie practical knowledge he bad given 
liim an opportunity to acipiirc. 

Occasionally the 6ur-;oori \s coneuUed by a man who lias boon 
exposed, and whose condition is something hkethis: the peuis 
is Bwollon and painful, and exquisitely tender on pressure at 
some particular spot along the corona glaudia. The prepuce is 
also inflnnied, and of a deep livid color. It is in A state ofpby- 
mosis over the glans. Tliero is a thiii, bloody, and liighly oflen- 
Bive discharge from the preputial orifice, which is much cod- 
tracted. As no other legion of those parts h at all likely u> 
yield such a peculiar seer^ " *' ^y be eonMderfid, in connoo- 
tiou with the co" <°>i bb furnishing almoet 

tuiequiscK ' wucenled, phagedseiuQ, 




PHAGEDENIC CHANCRE. 251 

sloiigtiing sore on the corona or on the mucous surface of tiie 
pivpucc. In UiCEO circumstances, t]ie surgeon should, without 
d«ltiy. fMi up llic prepuce along the dorsum of the glaiis, so ns 
to bring the ch&ncro into view, and then applf the strong fcr- 
rugii)oU8 Mhition or the nndiluted nitric acid. 

Plta]{ed»nic cliancrss on the penis not uiifrequently destroy 
the parts to such an «xteut that amputation becomes necessary 
as & filial measure. It was eatd hy Pr. Piiymclc, of PhiladeU 
phia, that he hud amputjiteil a hatful of Kueh p<pecimeiis. 

In addition to the chancres nlreiidy mcntionoil, tliere ars 
other variclici- of primiiry syphilitic »on;s, whicli have been, 
designated by the names of ptiagcda.Miic gangrenous clmncre, the 
pullaecous diphtheritic chancre, the serpiginous, or creeping, 
chancre, ct«. In all the^e vanelic5 the atmormal process ie of 
Uuilar «;haracter, and reijuircs to be dealt with in a uiaiiiier 
aualogons tu that wliicii is fuiiiid tnubt beiielicial iu the furm of 
chancre whicli has jnst been cousidercd. 

In all cases of phageda^na the patient will require a generous 
diet. Egg:?, milk, broths, mid, as tlic digustivo apparatus 
acquires ability, mutton-ttbop and beef-iiteak: will constitute an 
appropriate bill of fare. 

Chancre!) iu wuincii an: wont to assume a more luifarorabia 
dis|fU3iIiuu than in men. TIiukc lesluns may exist on the nym- 
plue, or on tlie iiuicr .Mirface of tiie liibia, for u long period, and 
yet the patient be iineiitspicious of their nature. In fact, they 
give Utile or no pain or irritatitni iiiilil they acquire a laige 
nze, and the womsn U hardly conscious of their presence. 
The first ^yulptom that attracts her atttution is a Eonsatioii uf 
emariing and prickling, occasioned hy iho act of micturition. 
If, however, tlie chancres are allowed to have their own way, 
unchecked, they sometimes penetrate Into the cellular tifisuo, 
and tlegenerato into ploiigliing ulcers, and tutal de»Lruc:tiou of 
tlie parts is the result. Females in vliom this description of 
ulcer is found are usually of a most aljaiidonod chaructor, of 
die&olute habits, and broke n-dowii constitution. The sore gen- 
erally conitiiences as an abrasion, or perhaps as an angry-look- 
ing pimple, on tlic labia, and is soon encircled by an (inhcalthy, 
hirid anvila, and from inattention, as well as in consequence of 
a vitiatei] condition of the system, it does not take on a normal 
■ granulating action, but shows a tendency to spread in erery 
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direction, and yields a thin, snnious, fcntid discharge, mix« 
with d4hri.t. At a later |)onod, dark-colored sloughs begin to 
form ill quick succession, and bcconid more and mora extetixire, 
wntil tlio vagina and tho perineal mid anal regions are involved. 
Soiuetimes the entire lower oponiiig of tlio polria is deprived of 
tho soft parts in coiiH?quc3iico of tho ploughing process. Gxce^ 
flivo local pain at length becomes a proniinont and abiding B^utp- 
torn; there is high irritation or iiiQamnialory fuvor, vrhieli ulti- 
niatdy assumes a typhoid cliaracter, Willi more or less delirium; 
the pulse is rupid, and indicative of groat constitutional debil- 
ity ; the appetite fails; all the vital functions are demngod ; 
oxhausting hemorrhages take place from difTcrotit points of the 
imniuiise ulcerated snrface, and the frail victim dies from the 
coiuliincd effects of bad liquor, dohauchery, and syphilis. For- 
tujiatcly this form of venereal affection is rarely met with. 
Now and then a female, who has long suffered from it, is taken 
from ono of tho terrihlci dens of onr largo citie^, and placed iti 
Bomo tharilahlo tnslitutioii. But, iu cousequenco of dulay, her 
chances of cnre are exceedingly email. If the case roccire 
proper medical atteiitiuii bofora the ploughing pmccss has 
reached an advanced stage, it is not usually difficult to cure 
tho patient. The concentrated nitric acid, a saturated soluliou 
of the watery extract of opium, a weak solution of tho chloride 
of soda, Peruvian balsam, and warm fomentations, comprise the 
mo!^l riiliahlc aiid cflielent local tlierapcittic moans; and the 
cuiietitiitiuiial treatment eliould consi»t of tonics, large doi«es of 
opium, occasional laxatives, liberal diet, wint', porter, and a 
wholesome atmospliorc. In tho Magdalen wards of sonio of (he 
Lotulon hospitals this disease has long been known as the " i^aa 
Alley sore." Swan Alley is the name given to a place wliicU 
no lojtger exists, baring bee]i swept away to make room for 
better strnctnros and bettor pur|>osos. Tho proatilntes, who 
formerly tenanted these lower regions, lived iu an immetiKo 
uudergrouud vault for weeks and mouths together, without eec- 
ing the light of day, or inhaling a breath of salubrious air. 
They had unlimited intercourse with foreign sailors, many of 
whom were Lascars and uolored men. They were of slender 
frame, iu most instances, and Itud fair, light complexions, tight 
hair, and wore gonorally from fifteen to twenty-five years of 
age. They were dccoyod from the country by Jews, who kept 
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liieK subterranesn abodcf) and v«ro srstematicatly on tho look- 
out in Uio ueigbboriug tboroughfares. They wcro scautJly fed, 
and had tin ftbuiidance of gin. These priinnry, pliogcdainie, 
sloiiKliiug ulcuni do not furnish contagious m&tter, nor do tlie 
f'smates who recover froio tlicm ever hav« beooiidarjr constjtu- 
tioual symptoms. So said tlie late Mr. Trarers, who funiinhed 
• graphi« ddseriptioi: oi tliem, a few years since, in tho IiOndon 
Medico-chinirgical Review. 
HZ 




CHAPTER XXm. 

BUBO. 

Hunter regarded the syphilitic bubo as a primary accident. 
Tliere is no instaucQ recorded m wliich tltiE lesion has ever had 
its origin in a Becoudury veiierea) soi'e ; nor is it, on the con- 
trary, with a few rare exceptions, ever developed as a spccilii! 
affi^ctiou, unless a, chaiicrQ bos prcexigtcd. A few well-autlicu- 
ticatcd cases of btibon (Temblie, or primitive bubo, have been 
met with." Ricord mentions eight; Mr. Eridiseu ha& seen one; 
Mf. Lane a few, and so on, Mr, Parker lias ncrer Boeu one 
piiiuitivo bubo, wliiiili lias been tested by iiioculation, and tlius 
proved to be of a sypbilitic cbaracterj but be is disposed to 
admit tliat sucli casos iiarc liccu scon and verified by surgeons 
of experience, and who are wortliy of credit. 

I lliink it is not far from tlio trulh to consider u virulejit bubo 
as lioUliiig ail iiiteniiediale posilivM between primary and sec- 
ondary &yplii1is. It has been nut inaptly called the Iialf-wty 
limine between the t^i'o stages of tbe disease, 

TIic student will seek in vain for entire unifornoity of opin- 
iou among the bcot authorities in regard to tlio frequency or 
certainty witli wliieli Imbo attends or supervenes upon a chan- 
cre. Somo maintain that ehanero always begets a bubo; otben 
assure us that enlargement of Llie gang^lia of the inguinal rc^un 
does nut, in all iiistmices, take place ; and that Ibe secondary 
symptoms may be developed, uotwiLbstaudiug the fact that 
these (rlands remaiu intact. Buboes usually occur on tlio same 
sida that is the eeat of chancre. If tbe latter be situated on 
tho frxnum, a bubo may bo dovvloped iu eitlier groin, or in 
both right and left. Buboes that arise iu consequence of indo- 

* M. Ricord, it ii iwitl, now deiiie» the eibtcnee iif the primittve rirulcsnt 
bubo. — " hvlion iTemblic" prudiiceil liy (lip abnurpliuii uf a Hperial viru^ anil 
where there tuu been no *u«}hgloim outecedeat, — cttuicrc, «Gomctoii,or tore. 

(IU) 
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'^tcd chftnero, ranlj* suppurate, being subject to the suae Uw 

of morbid actiou lliat govoms the clianere. Such buboos arc 

*"^sgardcd by some writers as nothing wore nor lesa tliari chao- 

^r«s setttvd in tlic^c glunJulur txjdicK. Tlivy are al.so deiKjiui- 

fttctl indurated, ia<l»leiit, coiistittitiuMMl luiliocx, und, iw tlioy 

::a.eror KUppnrtte spccilically, some sui^coiis contiider that no 

L«x»l treatment U ever serviceable in their removal. 

TliQ period at vhich a bubo appears, after tb? occurrence of 
csbancre, ie not limited to any definite time, altlioiigh it guner- 
%dly begins la shuw itself aWut the socuiid week after the for- 
maliun of tbe parent sore. Ln the male subject, tlio bubo is 
siuot frequent when the antecedent cliancro is situated on some 
portion of tbe prepuoe, or ou the fr%num ; and in the femala, 
whon the chanere forms at the mrntus urflltra, or nciir Uie 
anterior verge of the nuns. If tbo patient bus n good uonMtt- 
tution, oud is seen suiirieiejitl}' early for tlio Eucwesful applica- 
tion of tbe abortive treatment, u bubo will not supcrvcue. 
Surgeons formerly had an idea that if the cbajicro was de- 
litroyed at an early jtcriod, the vims miglit be dnreii into the 
tjstem, and that a bubo would coneequently bo more likely to 
form. 

Tlie true syphilitic bubo is very indolent in its progress, 
remainiufC nearly litutiuiiury fur several weeks, causing but 
little pain or other iiiconvcnieiice ; but tbe mere fact of itK 
existence is uf no triflitig ^i^tiLlicanco. It isbows that tbo sys- 
tem is impregnated with tbe spcciGc virus, wliieh has found its 
way into the channels of int(!reoniniiinicat.io]i, and, tliroii);b tbe 
luodium of the bloud and other llnid^, bus puisuiiud the whulc 
animal economy. Tbe bubo of other Tariulics of chancre is 
more acul«, more pninful, and generally involves tbe glatidci of 
only one sidQ. Bubuus are .sometiineK prodni^ed, nut by absorp- 
tiou, but by irritation, in scrofnloiifi and otlier uiibcaltby Pub- 
jects. These cases are not Jiflicult to bo dititinguisbcd. Sim- 
ple inflaaimation is sot up, chiefly in the d6ei>aoated glands, 
wbicli do not become tJic rocipiuuls of llio venereal element 
through the me<Iiiim of the lymphatic vessels, 

SomcitimeB tbero is a dc^viatitm in the locnlity of inguinal 
bubo. It may bo seated farther down tlio tliigb, or f'artlior 
towards the pubes, or close in front of Poupart's ligament. 
I once met with tbo latter deviation in a young man. In tlus 
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Cftse l]i« svelling attained a large siu, vu round, ftud pushed 
forward llie cutaiifuus atid cuUular membranes, a» if a small 
flat onion vera uuilcnioaili. The unusual position of llic swell- 
iiig IB due, of courso, to llio abiionual localilr of Uio glaud«, 
aiid it is well (o bcur in mind tliu pdivibilitj' of tliis anatomical 
peculiarity, ollicrwi^e some emliarmssmcnt or error might occur 
ill our diagnosis. 

Tlie virulent niatter of the true syphilitic bubo retauiB its 
Cuntiigioiis pi-npcrtj^ so long as it remains in Uiq ganglion ; that 
is. it is inoculablc. 

lu regard to the frequency of innammatioti and suppuration, 
tlie goiicral rule is this: if tho Who be the result of u noo- 
iiidurated chancre, its teudoncy in to advance to suppuration ; 
whereas, tlie contrary is the fact if tlio original chaucro ba of 
the iiiduratt^d variety. 

It is a muttur of great consequeuco that wc should he correct 
in our diagnosis of the kind of bubo we luect willi, becuusv 
importaiiC thcrnpeutic iiidicaliotis arc founded on the opinion 
wo furiu of the character of the Gwclliug. Let me illustrate by 
presenting tlie foUowiug 

Ci.SE. — A t-hort time since, a young man, whom I had for>- 
merly attended for constitutional syphilis, called u])on me one 
morniug, in great distress on account of a bubo in tl]C right 
grotu. He firtit noticed a slight tcudcmc^s and swelling four 
weeks before he made this morning call. Ha hod already C4mi- 
sultod a young medical friend of hitj iu reference to lii» case, 
which was pronounced to be byphlhtic; and among other things 
that were done by the advice of title young medical gentlemaD, 
a blisior, about four inches sxpiarc, had Ijcen applied several 
times to tliu gruin, in the hope of dispori-ing the Bwelling. The 
patient, being connected with nti extensive mercantile house, 
and having, eti a former occasion, been detained from bustiicsa 
fur suvenil monthi^, had great reluctance to incur a second siu^ 
pension from duty, cspeeiuny fur such a reason, and conse- 
quently coiitiimed, as uiiual, at his employment, but suflTcring 
constant pain, which increased from day to day with tlie growth 
of the build, tills buing ixjw cxceediugly Imrd and voluminous. 
It occupied nearly the wliolo of tho higniiial fossa, and all the 
lymphatic glands situated iu this region seemed to bo inToWod 





BUBO. 257 

{q the swelling. The mass was pcHbctlj immoraMo, and Id all 
its features /taken in CQiinectioii with the history of the patient, 
it appeared to exhibit the character of a scntfulous bubo, as 
generally understood and dt'scribod. Tho patient had a coated 
tongue, quick pulic, loss of appetite, and lu»s of strciigt.h and 
flesh; he r«li«d on opium for sleep by niglit; Uio bowtls wore 
coetivo, attd there was intesise mcntnl ili^tross, ojiiounting 
almost to insanity. He was truly an objert for pity. Ho pro- 
tended to consider the bubn as tho relic of Iiis former Toiiereal 
trouble. I assured him that ihiti was uot tho fact, and inquired 
if ho had not been recently exposed to infection anew. lie 
gave a negative reply, in a prompt manner, aa if to repel the 
inquiry with indignation ; but the style of his deniul betrayed 
guile. I examined the ijeiiis, and it did not taku lung Uj Uiis- 
Corcr tho ciiunc of the bubo^ as I had occaKiinially met with 
otlicr similar instances. A vesicular eruption, with a delicate, 
pinkish color and slight eedema, occupied the entire border of 
the prepuce, ^me of tho vehicles had di^^charged their coii< 
tents scTcral days previously, and a tliiii, lUt sculu had formed 
upon their summit ; otlier vesicles had been broken more 
recently, and wt're withmit any covering. Tbuy appean-d like 
minute open cupe, bart-ly visible to the naked eye, and yielded 
a slight limpid secretion. There wore other vesicles, still 
younger, that had nut ruptured tlio epiderma. 

After I had carefully examined the organ, tho patient asked 
what I llionght of it. I told him that I strongly !9U»pected that 
he had lately tmd intercourse with an impure female. I would, 
however, hoar any explanation he had to ulTrtr rolativo to the 
diseased condition of the prepuce, which I regarded, in part, as 
tbe cause of tlie bubo. He acknowledged that ho hud been on 
iutimato terms with a woman wIioho husband was in Califi>ruia. 

The eruption in this case was herpes prtrputialis . It had 
existed about two muntha ;. some of the time being quite 
troublesome, at oilier times nearly well, according to the habits 
of the patient. Listunuea of tins vc^iuular afftictiou, produced 
by uon-venercal vagiual discharges, are ocaii.ionalIy met wiili. 
The herpetic eruption, wlieri developed in highly seiiBilive sub- 
jects. Till mmetimes give riNe to tenderne^.'; and pain iu the 
iBgniDal glands. In the present iustance, tlie patient had beeu 
bold that he liad a chancre oa the prepuce, although tltia was 
2-2- 
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not the fact ; and he vas at once, and very naturallj, a| 
hcnsive of a syphiUlic bubo. He was oii llie alert for almt 
sensations and developments in ttio groin. Ili.^ fingers were 
almost every moinunt tliru»l into lits trovrsors aiid pressing upoa 
tho glaitds, atid tlius tliuir teiidorn»!<!i was incroiuod. At Icngtb 
)m fears, coiifirDiod by tlie unfortunate dla^^iiosis of his young 
medical friend in regard to tiie preputial afTuclion, prevailed ia 
tho caao. 

Tliere arc iiiEtaiices iii. which it is difficult to distinguish a 
true chaucro in its early vesicular stago, if it appear as a veh- 
icle, as it soniiHimes does, from herpes of the prepuce. Ia 
such caaesy if wo wail until ulceration commonces, tho charac- 
ter of the difiouse will become sufficieully distinct. Tho young 
pliyfiician, who preeedcd lue iu cliarge of the present case, 
decided at first that tho herpetic eruption of the prepuce was 
a cliancre. This was by no means a aingular or uncunimoa 
mistuke, and yet it wns a vary scriuus one, and led to an 
equally groat oiio iti the immediate treatment, both local and 
con!>titntioiial. The slight trouble in the inguinal rogiou was 
aliio misinterpreted. It was regarded as tlio result of abtiorpiioa 
uf tho venereal virus. I am impp^' to say hero that tho young 
physician, to whum I have referred, had an opportunity to 
ftndy out tlie cat^o, and ultimately arrived, sua sponte, at tlie 
juht cuticlusion that there was uo syphilitic eleinecit iu it Id 
fuitlier explanation wf tho cnse, which is an interesting one to 
dwell upon, 1 have to remark, that the repeated application of 
the blister, and the active business habile whleh wore main- 
laiued Willi such reckless pertinacity, under so many disadvan- 
tages, eouu aggravated the inguinal dilTiuuUies of this young 
man, who possessed a scrofulous diathesis. For Kovcrid weeks 
ho would listen to no advice as to the importance of keeping 
quiet, and the eonsequeiiee waa that ho continued to low 
ground, until he broke completely down, charging his failure 
to liiek uf inudieul skill. The bubo ut luitgtli suppurated. The 
coiistiiutional fiymptoms wore severe, and tlio patient continued 
to sutfer more and more, until his conditiou became alarming. 
Wlien the bubo on the ri^ht side had nearly healed, a similar 
one appeared in the opposite gi'oin, and pursued a like tardy, 
aud chronic course. For nearly ten months a general cachexy 
seemed to pervude the economy, and extreme emaciation aud 
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debility ensued; but, forUiiiately for t1i« poor fellow, ho uUi- 
matcly recovered e>iitBcioiiUy to rstiirii to )iis liomc, wliich was 
&r diHtttiit from N'fw England. 1 have staled that tliis patient 
bad, on a rormvr occasiun, suffered sorcrety from constitiitioiial 
syphilis, and lie had not wholly recovered from it& ravages. In 
designating the particular variety of buboes wliicb lio bad, bow- 
ever, I know not a more appropriato opitiliet to employ tban the 
one 1 have chosoci; for the inguinal swelliiip, which tlio pntieut 
bad, and their entire history, correspond in character with the 
tcrofiilous bubo so graphically depicted hy Hunter. The pa- 
tient had no sore throat, no disease of lIk; slciii, bones, or peri- 
ostciim, during the period embraced in the foregoing aceoiinl. 
Nevcnholoss, if we go bnclt a »tcp farther, and inquiro whence 
thia Bcrofulous diathesis was derived, wo need not hesitate to 
admit that tlio prorioiis couistitutional sj'philis contributed a 
large share to its production, using ttio term scrofula iu the 
tense adopted by Hunter. P-erhaps, in more modern pluaaewl- 
Ogy, synipatJielic bubo would sound better. 

Treatment of Bdbod^. ^-To the patient it is a matter of 
great importance that the bubo should be dissipated as soon 
as pus>iblc, without being allowed to Guppui'ato. Bui what de- 
gree of efEcacy will I>e exerted by any remedies we can em- 
ploy, with a view to control the tendency of the diseased a«:tion, 
\b uncurtain. Vidal says thnt a bubo wliicli should suppurate 
will suppurate, no matter what wo do ; and the bubo that bhould 
diaappear by rciiolution will tlius diinapjiear, in epita of the ordi- 
nary suppurativps, except they be too violently UKud : and yet 
Vidal would not disjiense with Ireatnienl. 

la privalc practice, ono of tlio greatest ubstacles to success 
in our cnduavorE to aiiiiihilutu a bubo, is tlio inability or re- 
luctance of tlio patient to ol>scrve that re|^^H>so wtiich is so es- 
Mutial. He should be coiilined to his bed or couch. Here is 
bis surest )ilaco uf safety. Ue should take a warm bath nior-ii- 
ing and evening, and remain immorHcd during thirty or forty 
niiiutOs, unless he cicporicnco a sensation of faititness. The 
eflects of this simple batli, in allaying any constitutional irrita- 
bility or feverihlmess, are highly important, and their agcjit^y 
in reducing the glandular engorgement cannot be doubted. 
They should be followed up faithfully. 



r 



260 



OONOKUIIOEA AND SYPHIU8. 



Of tlio muUipliciiy of local measures for the tredlmout of 
adenitis, counter-irritation has nuiuircd great popularity amoug 
praclitloiicrij. It lias for many years boea employed ov«r tlM 
fiwolltng ill uvery stuge of its progross, as a tncaas of retnoring 
Us contents. Tho plnii praposod 1>y M. Maluport, and which 
has been extenHively followed in the hospitals of Paris, coo* 
sietcd in tlie application of a blister over the bubo, with a subso- 
qiiciit dros^ing to tlio vesicated suiface, of a sohition, ou liiit, 
of the bidtluride of mercury, iu the proportion of tvcnty 
grains to the ounce of watur. Tliis was kept in contact with 
tlio part for two hours, uud afterwards poultices wcro eub^Li- 
tutod. When the bubo was very large the solution was 
repeated. Tha bucccbs attending tliis harsh procedure in re- 
inoviug the swolliug, aud effecting absorption of the purulent 
luutter, even whcu fiuppurutioii. lias advanced to a cousiduniiilc 
exlvut, is acknowledged by those who have been accitstomwl 
to cmpli>y it in nil stages of tho complaint. The plan, however, 
is now laul aside hy niariy who formerly practised it. It is most 
benclicial when pursued in the fortaative stage of bubo, and 
wlion the inflammatory action is moderate. 

A strong si.hilioiiof lutrato of silver has afforded good re- 
sults. Thu first systematic trial of this agent was made at 
Guy's lIo;^pitul. Mr. Leu, in hts edition of Pir Astley Cooper'n 
Surgery, slates that ho never saw a bubo supjmrute, when the 
dry iiitratu of silver liad been apjilied freely over it« surface 
every second or third day. Mr. Henry Thompson confirms 
tlio statement in regard to the eflicaey of the nitrate, which 
ho has prescribed in cases of adenitis where fluctuation has 
been so coinpleto aud unmistakable as almost to forbid aj»y 
attempt to discuss it on tiie ground of its apparent hopetoss- 

IIOSS.* 

A blister often proves adraiitagoous as a counter-irritant- 
Even where siippunitiuii seems inevitable, the application of 
a vesicatory will sometimes cause tlio swelling to subside under 
its operntioii, and jwrfect resolution will take place; and the 
case need not be wholly despaired of until the blistering has 
been trii>d and found unavailing. If the integuments covering 
till) iiuuefautiun have bouoine attenuated and of a deep purplish 
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W, tlms sliowing tli«t the/ are more or less disoi^nlztd, and 
Ve pa&sing into a gangrenous slat«, thou ihc blii^ter will be of 
no serrice. Such a morbid condition -wiU require that the 
^oateuis or the abscess bo liberated a,l ouco, atid its walU aavuti, 
if po«nljlc, from further destruction by iho eiiiployinunt of 
'^fneenlr&tcil nitric acid or a saturated solution of tlio potas&io- 
'*ftr»to of irou. 

Ttiere is oue other metliod of treating buhocs locally, and 

*"'cli [ bare employed more fretjueiilly tliau any otlier, in 

'^'es where 1 haT« attempted their early destruction. The 

'"Wuent there is a manifest enlargement of the inguinal gIniidH 

■ eonsequencn of ciiaiicrc, I direct a blister about two iticlics 

""•rtj to be applied over the tumor. As soon as veacaiion 

*e* pItLce, the cuticle in removed and the denuded surface 

^**sd with tlic following oiutincut : — 

^- I'ngurali Hydrargpi, gj 

Futveris AmtnonUcMumtis, 5»i. M. 

*>c ointment produces eome smarting and pain, which, 

^vcr, the patient can tolerate very well, if he keeps quietly 
*^lH room. In about thirty-sis hours a pretty deep sore will 
formed. This may be dressed with rose oinlmont for a 
''^^'ple of days, the mercurial ointment lieing laid asida When 

■kai> partially healed, the lir^t named ointiueiit is to be ro- 
^\>lied; and tins nllernution in the dressings i^hnuji] ho oljsorved 
^'ttil tiic total obliteration of the ewolling has been accom- 
plished, or until sometliiiig tmn^ptres hi the progress of Hie 
^e to contraindicato audi a course. Tliis plan uf local treat- 
toeDt I consider as good as any, and I have tried all tlie recog- 
iiiied methoda. I have ptirsuod this with success in many 
instances, but in still more have derived from it no henclit 
whatever; and this, I fancy, is about the truth in regard to 
nearly all topical appliances. 

Collodion has been applied to buboes when there is not 
much local inflammation. It is recommended to be brushed 
over them in sncccwivc layers, until quite forcible comprea- 
ifion "is produced. Other methods of exciting; pressure nre d©- 
icnbed and practii<ed. In Acton's vailuablo work are two wood 
cuts, — one showing a truvs for comprostiin;; buboes, tlic other an 
inguinal handago designed for the same purpose. The ido& 
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of cnmpreMiion, we are told, liad its origin in the accreditod 
circiimNtaiico or fact that bubo scldoiu forms on tlie side oa 
wliich a truss is worn. If it lie Inic llmt a truss will prevent a 
Ewelling of tlio iiigiiiiiul glitiid^', it doc» not follow that tht* 
apparatus, or that a Imndagc in tlie style advised by Acton, will 
cure a bubo that has already fomied. The greac objection, 
however, to the eiaploymeut of pressure arises from the fact 
that tlie proceeding is a most hazardous one. Mr. Johusoa, in 
his admirable troatiso un gonorrliiea and its ooiisequouces, 
assures us that he ha.K iulH wiUi [uuiiy cases in wlnuh he )ms 
observed bad effects from it. Hu rotates two iii d«taU, and 
wliicli are charactenstic of tlio dangers atteudiiig it. Oiie of 
the patients was a yuiiiig man, the olhor a young woman. 
Both died, after protracted and dreadful suffering cau!«d by 
tho upplication of bandages atid compresses. In both ca^cs, the 
process of inflammatiou and suppuration, instead of progrcss- 
iiig and terminating in the usual manner iu the inguinal glands, 
was intercepted, and pursued divers other routes, establishing 
seats of BUppuratiou and sinuses, involving the iliac fo6»a, 
bladder, intestines, etc. 

Thu indolent op chronic bubo may generally be successfully 
treated with small blisters, and the internal administratidn of 
the iodide of potassium to the aiQount of half u draulun in tho 
day. If absorption docs not tnke place, after a fair trial of 
these mcoKurcs, the ammoiiiuted racrcuritit ointment should be 
employed in the wayju^t mentioned. Sometimes this variety 
of glandular engorgement will remain stationary for a long 
periud, and thou, provoked by eouie new source of irritation, 
suddenly inflame again, and proceed to suppuration, in spite of 
all measures to the contrary. 

If there be much febrile action, with pain and tenderness in 
the bubo, whether virulent or otherwise, and if tho patient b« 
of ft plethoric habit, some surgeons advise thnt blood bo takea 
from the arm with the lancet, or from the inimediate vicinity of 
the bubo by leechoa. Iu nearly all cases, however, it is an easy 
matter to carry tlie process of reduction to the requisite point 
without loss of blood. Let the patient be subjected to a gruel 
diet and the like for two or three days, and at the same time 
take occasional doses of a weak eohilion of tartar emetic, and 
his system will be brouglit to as low a mark as it in safe or 
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necessary to conduct it, Tho symptom! of pain, tenderness, 
etc., which we are now considcnng, arc not occuejonod by the 
presence of too much blood in tlic system, but because, so far 
M the blood bus uny a^rciicy, in equilibrium is disttiirbc-d, 
allliough only in the sligbto^t possiblo degree. Tlvuro i», to 
l>o xuro, n remora tii (lie citpitlarJes of Uic enlarged gland. If 
• fev oiinccf! be drawn froiTi the general circulating current, 
Ihc proportional quantity al)slractod from tlic diseased gland by 
tbis process would be but u drQp or two at most, and tho lois<t 
would again be supplied to the parts at once, and tliiis the 
eagorgement woutd bo kept up, uuloss prevonl^id by otlior 
tteaiis. 

If a bubo :diDuld become eoftencd, and give ctidenco that 
suppuration lin« ocf^urred, nil ftttcni]it^ to bring about a resolu- 
tion will, as already remnrlted. Iw very liable to fail. 1 iiuvc 
maiiy times endeavored to disperse the tumor after fluctuation 
Sas become evident; but iu a majority of cases tbe &uppiirativ(f 
process haa continued to progress slowly, and I have btfen 
defeated in the effort to bring about absorption, and have 
r«gnfttcd that an early o|ieniiig had not been made. 

For tho purpose of giviug froe exit to tho matter, llio lancet 
aflbrds lh« best method. It is more siroplu and more controlla- 
ble than tho Vienna paste or the potasaa fusa, and tho surgeon 
can instantly roloaso the coiilonts of tho abf^eess by an incisitm, 
which will nut give a tilho of tlie (hiIu caused by thoBO et-crha- 
roticsj and will not leave 6o distiugiiishabic a mark for future 
observation as would be likely to be made by either of llicse 
substaneoB. The walls of tlic abscess should he thoroughly 
cleansed with warm water, or with a very weak solution of 
chloride of soda ; (hat is, one draclim to two ounces of warm 
water. For subsequent drcssiufi, the snturattid stiliition of 
opium should be ordered for the first day or two after the open- 
ing of the bubo. So long as the suppurating surface presents a 
hoaltby character, and shows a disposition to heal, althoiigli at 
a slow rate, tlio surgeon may look forward to a happy termina- 
tion of existing troubles, and tho case need not be rogarded 
with particular solicitude with reference to tliis or that h)c:al 
specilic. 

The sore should be kept in a cleanly condition. For tliis 
purpOKO, as wull as with a view to promote its advanccmo' ' 
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kiwurds a euro, Uk: cliloriQutcd water will be advisable during 
tlic day, and ut tiiglit tlio nitric oxido of mercury ointmcitt 
wmewimt diluted. For a Bimplo bubo, ordinary dressings only 
will bo required. Bui when the bubo assumes au unusual cbar- 
■ctvr, — as, for inbtauco, wlicu its ed^'es &liow a dispositioa to 
ulcurato, — when it oxtciids fi-om.day to diiv, or wlion it 
reninins stationary, Ricord nnd AcLoii are in favor of tbc top- 
ical iiso of powdered cajitliarides. They reconiniond tliat Uie 
absuoss Elioiild be tiUed with tlie powder, wlilcEi tihould remain 
in cuiittict with tho diseased isurfaeo for an hour or two. If 
induration exist at the edges of tlio bubo, thoy advise tiie mer- 
curial oiiilmeiLt to this portion, while its interior sliuuld be 
washed with t'Oiue lutriiigoiit luciun. I have never brought 
these suggestions to tho test. To me they seem to involve a 
procedure more complicated tlian will be found convenient in 
general practice, 

There arc many applications which will work a favorable 
transformation in the aspect of an unhealthy, indoUnt, and 
iutractubtc ulcerating bubo. Sly predilection is fur the ferni- 
giiioui! solution, which occupies so promitit^nt a ixjsitiun in tlie!>e 
pages. Tho Btrength should vary according to Iha amount of 
Bttuitilus which tbo ulcer may nocd from day to day. At first 
a drachm of the salt to eight omicos of water will gonorally 
(brm a suilnblo preparation for uoutinuotis use. As soon as a 
dean, granular f^iirfuuo apiicars, which usually takes place %cry 
diortty, tho lotion nmst be diluu-d st> as tu couUin a drachm of 
the iron to Iwelve ouueea of tlie water. 

If tho iron should iiut act fiivurably as a local applicaUon, th6 
add tolutien of clilorute of potash, of the strength already men* 
li(Uied> muy bo advantageously suhfitituted. 

SiiMjGHiSO Bubo. — In this form of bnho the constitutiouftl 

uwlmrrn^ should coii)ii.st of generous diet, the liberal ut»e uf 

eholybeaies, amnion ia-julep, and at night opiates in 8uf- 

QU&atilT to procure sleep, and thus remove the irritabil- 

'^j iketnlem. which in apt to lie a, most annoying symptom. 

^r-f(Gva' I Hospital K'/iorls) recommends the iodide of 

- le also, docs Mr. Acton, particularly in sorpigi- 

IQll ulceratieiis. Hut the latter surgeon holds 

of iron in higlior cstimatiou than any otJier 
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remedy, as maj be inferred from the following closing Bciitcncc 
from his sectioiL oii tlio troatmcut uf pliagodainlc cliaucrc : "I 
xnust again repeat tliat too great Etrcfis cannot lifi laid on tbo 
admirAblo results which follow the ubo of iron Id pbogedicua.'' 
In brief, it mar Ijq remarked tliat tlic same treatiuont vliich liaa 
been proj)osed for phagedenic or Bloughiiig chancre is in all 
rospects, both localljr and couatitutionally, appropriate for the 
euro of the jjlmgcda-'iiic or sloughitig butw. 

To the injudicious admiuistratiuii of mercury, and the meo- 
gre, dietetic fare to which paiieuta were subjected, is to be 
attributed tlie fioqiiency of phagediEnic or sloughing bubo in 
former times. Happily it is a variety of ulceratioii extremely 
rare at the present day. 

SwrsEs. — Occaaionally it happens, while wo are attempting 
to heal a buljo, that a sinus fornix, having its opening, or mouth, 
near the most dfpeudciit border of the bubo. A portion of tiio 
pujulcnt deposit worlis its way downward Tcry gradually, and 
will continue to do this for an Iiidofinito time, unless checked 
by surgical meaLs ; the best of which, in ordinary cases, coti- 
sJKtA in the UEQ of an injection of tincture of iodine into the 
orifice of tlie sinuB. The injection may be squeozcd out imme- 
diately, and repeated in four or five days, if necessary. On© 
ii^cction u-ill h-ctjuetitly close up the whole track of the sinus 
oompletely. 

If, after a few trials with the iodine, the sioua does not heal» 
the acid nitrate of mercury, in the proportion of one drachm 
to four ounces of distilled water, may be used in ita stead, and 
a few drops he inji;cted every day, or every otiier day. Should 
the latter uijeclioii fail to accomplish the desired object, the 
sijius may be laid open, provided it he? immediately under tlio 
tkin, which can be incised without endangering any bloodveeael 
or Other tissue. 

2S 
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CHAPTER XXrV. 

SECONDARY S\T>HILrS. 

However scientific and sucoeesrul the remedial course may 
littTR been for th« cure of indurated chancre, which is the com- 
mon origin of all gecotiJar/ and tertiary eymptoiua of a vene- 
real character, it often liappciis lliat the virus of tins chancra 
steals the march upon the mcdicul attendant, and at an early 
moment finds its way, either by lymphatic or venous alxsorption, 
into ttiQ blood. Itcro it dwcllts in & btato of incubation for aa 
indefmito j^oriod hcforo its )ire:»eii€e is decidedly pronounced. 
It may remain a long time, and not make known its exiictonoe 
by any pulpablo inanifestatious, while the individual retains his 
accustomed health; but if he bccomeii debihtated, the syph- 
ilitic eltimcnt wilt very likely declare itsolf in somo woU-marltod 
local affection. Tlio pcViod of its latency is wholly uncortsia 
and indofiiiite. It lias been known to appear in a few weeks 
ill what is called the syphilitic iiitlamniation, or fcTcr, tliQ 
most prominent features of whieh are seen iik the tliroAt, hi in- 
Sunimation and ]iypertro|)hy of the tonsils and the adjacent mu- 
cous membrane, neuralgic jiains in the head, or pains in the 
larger joints by night, or more frequently perhaps in hlotchos 
and roseolous congoslion of llio cutaneous tissue of tlio fa.cc, the 
nc«:k, abdiiiueii, anus, etc. On llio contrary, the poison may 
Bleep, as it were, in the system for months and years, until 
eorac exciIJn[^ agent f'hall intervene, and bring it from its hiding- 
place to the ligtit of day. 

At whatovei' |icriod the secondary constitutional doTelopment 
occurs, some accessory agent scorns to be required to bring 
it forward in a tangible, apjircciable form. Tlie most frequent 
accidental cause ie oxpoeuro to an inclement atmospliore. If 
the patient should work in the open air, or take a ride in a Cold, 
stormy day, or remain in a damp cellar, or oneounter any try- 
ing vicisBiludes of weather for a short lime only, the hiddoD 
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eoemy, vhich he may hare carried about him in embryo for 
years, will ho prorokod to make known ite presence when and 
"where it vrae littlo expected. 

The aTcrage period between the exiatence of primary chancro 
and ibe accession uf aiiy secondary cutaneous affection, is vari- 
out^ly cbUuiated. Vr. Kgun reckons it at five or six frceks. 
Prom the cases tliat liavo coiiio uniJcr my own observation, 
I should Bay that generally a mtich longyr interval than this 
passed between the chancre and tlie outbreak of any consecu- 
tive, cnlancous accident. M. Lcgendrc, formerly a pupil at the 
St. Louis Hospital, and author of a thcBiB on syphilitic crup- 
tious, says: "I have obtained, as a general medium, from the 
time of tlio appearance of the primary to that of the secondary 
accidents (sypkilida) fi?c years, precisely the same result as 
that mentioned hy M. Martius iu his Memoir-" 

There are so uiiiny diifereiiccs in the coustitiitions of patieiitn, 
taeli diversities of treatment for the cure of the original occi- 
dcnl, Ko many varying circumstances in wbich the individualn 
ImpHcuti^d aro pluccd, guch dls^iimilaHties in their personal liubita 
tiid occupations, such gradations, fluctuations, aitd uxtrcmCM of 
eUmate, and such changes in the eea-tons of the same latitude or 
region, tlmt it is imp(»»ihlc to itoterminc what is tlic natural term 
of latency wbich thu modilitid syphililiu virus would obscrTe. 
Tlic primitive, tiimdtilterutud, veriei'eal poison, lliat which gen- 
erates the cbaucre, olieys n nearly uniform law of incubation ; 
but the diluted element, Lbat which has been incorporated into 
Die blood, appears to be subject (o many contingencies, that 
have a direct control over It in producing its visible eSccta upon 
the constitution. 

Sex has sometliing to do with the interval between tho pri- 
narr lesion and ttie consecutive maiiifcHlations. Tho luttor 
developments appear at an earlier day in women tlmn in men. 

Victor do Mcric, Esq., reports Clio cases of uinc individuals, 
males, who prehcnted oruplions, and had not undergone any 
treatment. Iu three cuxw of papules, llio eruption in one ap- 
peared ill seven w^cks after thy primary eymptomj in tho otlior 
tlie interval had bocu six wefks ; and in tho last, eight teeeks. 
Two casea of roseola or efllorcBCOUCO apjicsared, one tii'entt/-four 
dags after ibe occurrence of chancri'r, and the other one motUJk. 
Psoriasis appeared in two subjucta at tlio dijitunci.' oS four 
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eigM weeks. Ri^ardlQSB of tlie kind of eruption, the anthor 
hOTQ cited reckons a moan of six woeks' time, which eoparaW* 
the primar}' sore from t)ie Ciitonoous Affection, where no treat- 
ment whatever has boon resorted to.* TIio longettt interral of 
time between tlie priuiaiy disease and tlie sccuiidary cutancoiw 
affectiou lifts boot!, iu my own practice, twunty years. TU« 
case was an interesting one, aud I will hero Iransuiibe it chteflj 
from my note-hook. 

Novembf.r 26, 1853. — Dr. II. I. Bowditch, of this city, called 
with a patient of his, and desired ray opinion respecting the 
nature of llio disense. Upon oxamiiialioii, the limhs, trunk of 
the body, iicck 'and face wero found covered with tailierelcR, 
— most uuuierouB and inin;Ii the lai-gest on tho forehead. 
Here, tliey wero in juxtapottilion, ami were nliout two Hnea 
bpoad at the base, and wero of a dirty reddish brown color. 
The nosG, back of the neck, and Blioulders afforded tho next 
larg'est crop. On the body and estrcmities tlioy wera spar»ely 
disseminated, and wioro smaller than on the other districts. 
Upon tho logs and nrms, tho eruption approached the ordinary 
liclienoid pimple, and was strictly papular. The man oom- 
plaini3d of uo sutfering or iucoiireuionco of any kind as arising 
from tho eruption, except a slight itching or tingling sensa- 
tion when he rublied his forohead, or pressed liis back against 
B chair while sitting. SometiniGS the eon^ation tlius awakoned 
was like tlio jirick of a piu or the sling of a mosquito ; so Haid 
tlio patient. Upon the summit of the papules on the forehead 
a tliin scale formed and wus cast off every five or six diiys, ax 
in onJiimry iion-spMiii c {mmasis gHltata. Upon tookiiig into 
the throat, tlie mucous lining of ihe posterior part, and down- 
ward as far as tho eye could roacli along tho walls of the phai^ 
ynx, was found hypertrophiod from chronic inflammation. 
The mucous membruno of the whole buccal cavity was tedema* 
tou!t, and presented a mixture of white and red points, the 
papiilsB being swollon, and tho epithelium displaced from a 
portion of them, and rolled up into white granules. A few 
daya before I eaw the case, tlio right tonsil had been removed by 
the lata Dr. Samuel Parkmau. Previous to the operatioa, there 

* Lancet, NorBmber, 185& 




SECONDAItV SYPUIUS. 369 



itmd Im«b mach ^iOicuUj tii deglutition and respiration. Th« 
<liMt< in the throat tiAd existed about one year ; the eataniMnu 
eroptioii came four months latn'. 

The patient vas a tall, gaunt, Elenderly-huitt man, fifty jctn 
of age, and was extrcmety pallid. He complaiiiiid of dt>l>ilitf ; 
l^ad a poor appotito ; a foeble, quick pulse ; paius in the large 
joints, and in Uio head ; hia nights vcro restless ; he stated Uiat 
Siis health had beeu declining for more than a year; he had 
%>een accu^itomed to an active life, but was then unablo to attend 
"40 buuness. He aUo stated that twenty yean ago he con- 
tracted a cliancre, was treated without mercury, recoTcred in 
a few weeks, and was nerer suhsequcntly exposed to infection. 
Dr. Bowditch had told this man that bis disea^ was con^titn- 
tional syphilis. He ridiculed the diagnosis, as he had b^n 
in good health for bo many years before the present syinptoiaos 
were developed. I confirmed Dr. B.'s opinion. Tlio patient gave 
op his disbelief, and was thrown into no little mciital agony. 
He had not a [larticle of delicacy iu regard to his condition 
or ttte cause uf it, and consequently had not llie motive of 
shame or mnrtification to induce him to falsify as to ttie .time 
when he received the virus. Ac the requcs^tof Dr. 6.. I took 
charge of him, but ho shortly went among quaclcs, and died of 
Bj-philitic couMuroption. To the foregoing iustance, 1 desire to 
append one oilier, which i» nut witliout in^'lructioii, althougli 
the lime between tlie primary cliancre and the coiiaecuUTO 
lesions on the skin, wan oiilj eleven years. 

June, 1S;>6. — Patient A. B., ape thirty-six years; married. 
Kemarkably stoti^buill, florid cumplexioii, full fiice, spciiks of 
nncoDunoD mu«cular strength, weight 190 pouuda, is of nio- 
dium height. In 1844, he was inoculntcd in the natunil wiiy 
with cliancre on the under side of the glnns penis, near the 
fncnum; was successfully treated V)y an experienced gurfieon,' 
and in a few weeks was well. Ha has led an active life nearly 
ever eiiico as an engineer on the Western rivers, and bus en- 
joyed uninterrupted health until 1852, seven years, when a 
moderately sore throat troubled him for a few weeks in the 
autumn; and on several occasions eince be has liud an uncom- 
fortable broncblLis iu cold, stormy weather. About a year ago 
a crop of tubercles, occupying a portion of intogumont aa 
large as s penny, came on the right temple. Their habits were 
23* 




870 OOSOKKHtEA AND SYPHILIS. 

as fellowft: Some of them softmied and utcernted moro or less 
perfectly, while others gradually wasted away, retaining tlieir 
tubercular chumcter to tlie last. Ahout tho timo tJiey dissp- 
pcarod, whctliL-r nlcerated or not, a nsv crop, usually tiumlwr- 
ing from four tasix, was snre to spring up near tiio borders of 
the cicatrices left by Uieir predeceRsoni. This individual was 
undflr ray care, at intorvals, for moru than eighteen mouths 
before the morbit) conditiuu of the skin was entirely subdued. 
The difiease was a- iiorfoctly well markod sypliiloderma, and for 
a long lime was confined to the right temple. It finally crept 
alun)r ,|ii»t al>ovc the superciliury ridf^e, until it ended at the 
jnudiiiri lino Ity a solitary tulicrclo, located ahoiit half an inch 
abovo tho junction of Uie eyehrows. Strange to say. this lone 
gpocimen, wliich never attained the size of a split pea, main- 
tained itb ground inorii than si.'t juonths. 

The geiieral henUh, in tho above case, was not disturbed in 
the sliglilost d(>groL'. The patient lins a daughter five years old, 
remarkably rugged, and in coiistitutiaii and features copying 
:lifter the father inor» than the mother. 

Thirty ydiirs htivc beuii known to elapse between the cure of 
chancre und tlie approach of culaiieouB dieeaso as the first con- 
BQcuttre symptom ; and. so far as we liaro any record, tlie 
ehorteet time that has been known to intervciic between expo- 
sure and the seeoiidary alTi>iaii.m on the ^kin is throe weeks. 
At whatever pi^riod the eruptiun begins to show itself, it is very 
common tn find inflammation of tiic umcous membrane of the 
fance-s coi'viil with it, and fxtending low down into the throat. 
The patient frucpieiitly mentions that be Iioh bronchitis ; and 
the peculiar sound of his voice announces at onca that UtQ 
organs of speecli are in an unsound stale. The ra.>;cular 
plexus, both of the mucous nnd cutaneous membranes, shows 
an increased alTlux of blood, and a moderate febrile action pre- 
vails; but Ihuse conditions aio rai-cly suspected by the individ- 
ual as having any connection with his former venereal trouble^ 
His corapk'sior] presenile an unnatural, pale, dirty, or brownisli- 
yullow, tinge; there is gradual enlargement of the cervical 
glands ; the skin is wrinkled, dry, and harsh to the louch ; lie 
Complains of loss of muhcnlar cnei^, loss of appetite, loss of 
flesh : has pains in the ccrcbellitm, hack of the neck, and iu 
tlic larger joints, OBpccially by night; is nervous, languid. 
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depressed in spirits, and rarely obtaiiis vomid and r«rrv:«hiiig 
sleep. All Uie&c eymptoms, it is tru«, mny origiiinle in oilier 
causes, and, taken separately, might not suggest tlul they liad 
any rclutioii to»yptiilis; but taken in the a^gregrate, and a» they 
fxcquoully prv^tcnt lhem«elve« iii a yoiing man, they are signifi- 
cant of this maludy, and there is a iueai)itig and itujmrtance to be 
attached to tliem »ot to he orerlookcd by the medical practitioner. 
I have sutnelimes been amused and astonished at the eloquent 
expression of the ])ationt's demeanor, which servos as a sort of 
-tableau, or mirror, declariiij^, in unmistakable language, the na> 
ture of his malady before a word has been uttered by him, and 
Iwfuro 1 Lave commenced an examination in quest of physical 
signs or marks upon him. I claim no iiuperior tact in this matr 
ter. What knowledge 1 havo gained i!> the result of observation ; 
and I share it in common with many others in the profession 
situated as I have been. The physician, liowever, must not 
allow his judgment, on any occasion, to be biassed by fancy 
sketches- He is to dual witli realities ; and when these are 
properly inlorprcLcd by liim, and lie i^ommuiiicatcs his views in 
regard to them to the patient, he will very likely find the latter 
filled with surprise, and perhaps wiiU inurcdulity. He lias had 
no warninj!; or iinlicipalioit uf mkIi a state uf thuigs ; has been 
told, perhaps, that he was thorougidy ciii-od, and safe from all 
future trouble of a venereal character. This was the fact in 
regard to the two last case-^ I have related. 

It is incumbent on the physician, thureforo, to be clear and 
tcciirato in the matter of diugnosis, not only lu^^t ho should 
compromise his own re^putatiuci, but bccausu the WL'lfaro of the 
oUier party is dircclly atid deeply involved. A chancre or bubo 
is UBually recognized without any great diflicully, whatever may 
be the variety of either, unless their real cbaract^'r lins boon 
greatly modified or wholly lo^t in consoquencu of Eomo indis- 
creat medical interference. But far dilfereut is the case wlien 
the keenest eye and tlie shrewdest intellcel arc brought in con- 
tact with the dubious pathology of the various conset^utivo mal- 
adies that affect the cutaiioous and mucous tissues, and other poi^ 
tiona of tlic coriKireiil system, and which may or may not bo the 
ofl&pring of the f.y|ihilitic virus. Occat.ioiis and circumstances 
will present themselves calculated to bewilder, lo astonish, 
and to unsettle the judgment of the physician, however rich he 
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maybe ia practical cxpcriotieo or logical discipline. I once »« 
a caso of eliroiiic eczema, wliicli had heoit under (he care of 
two highly resjiectabla physicians residing in difforciit towns, 
and had been prtmoiinced to bo, and treated! by both of llicm as, 
secondary !<ypliilis. Tho mistake led to very eerious diflicully. 
The patient was a married wooiaii of higti standing in bor 
ueigliborliDod. The )iii:«bandi denied tho authorship of such a 
disuaijC. Tlio wife and her immudiuto friuuds, guided and sua- 
taiiied by Llie ori^ncous diaguosis above mentioned, believed 
him guilty: and they dtitiidcd that tthe should return to her 
parental liomc, never again to Htc with her husband. The day 
of separation was fixed ; but, bcforo the measure tsUould be coo- 
sunimated, it was arranged tOmt I should examine the patient. 
ThiH 1 did, und had no diffiuuU/ in satisfying all the parlaei 
that there was no syjdiilis In the uaso. A change at once camfl 
over the domestic seunc. liialuad of lamentation and hitter 
wailing, the voice of roconciliation and peace was heard, aud 
the cojiteii)])latod aoparatioii did not talcc place. The above 
liistoriulte is not lUo otily one of the kind that 1 could relate. 
Its direct bearing, in illustrating tho importance of accuracy in 
the matter of ditignosis, will be gufficieutly obvious, and fvr llkifl 
purjioio it has boon introduced. 

Of aU the morbid developments conEequcnt upon primar; 
chancre, none are more froqueiit or interesting, none more 
worthy of curcfiil study, none more diflicuU to treat, than the 
numerous gruiip eomprehendod under the iiomonclaturo of 
si/pfii/oilermala, which I propose to consider in the ensuing 
chapter. 




CHAPTER XXV. 

SYFIULODEKMATA. • 

Thb plastic hand of " nature in diseaBe" scarcely acknowl- 

"lif^s any limit to the Tariety of forms which she is Me to 

/"^<]iiee from a few pathological types. Especially is this true 

***©« the human skin is &elfctcd as the chart upon which her 

"'y^Werioiis operatioos are dcliaeatcd. 1 know tJiat in the mind 

J* llie general practitioner great Mrifu»>ioii, obM;urity, and 

^^Mbt sometimos orerhaug these morhid phenomena like b 

^Xck cloud. I know also, to fome extent, thiit by patient 8tui]y 

*^d critical observation the cloud can )>c rca)orcd,and darkness 

*S^*Ye place to light. In f^penking thus. I suy no more than the 

^^Tideut, engaged in the pursuit of any of the natural sdouces, 

^^ able to say in refcrcuce to the department of study that may 

^^iicupy his attention. 

In syphilitic Dermatology the elementary forms of disease 
«irc few, hut their modifications are many. 

At whatever period tticso eruptions may present themselves, 
their nianif<;titatiou is to bo interpreted as an effort on the part 
of the elirainative powers of the system to get rid of a poison- 
ous element which interferes with its woll-being. The disease 
u in the blood. Here it commences its life, as a mitiule, inap- 
preciahio atom received into the vital current by imbibition; 
and from that moment to (h<: lime when the cutaneous deriingo- 
ment ts about to di^cUrc itself, it continues to circulate and 
miugle with tUo various fluids, and to pervade tlio diifereut 
organs and tissues of tho body. The furtive and silent procL'ss 
of contamination seems to be endowed with n strnngo vitality; 
strange, not by reason of its energy or activity, but by o.\aftly 
their opposite. Its operation is exceedingly tilow and guutlo. 
It is feeble to an infinitesimal degree, when contemplated in con- 
trast with tlie nctivity of the poison of hydrophobia, the virus 




$74 OONOKUUtEA AND SVPHILIS. 

of serpents, of small-pox, of glajidcrs, of dissection wounds, or 
of piiliidAl raiastuatd. 

AUIiMUi^Ii the ulterior effects resulting from the persistent 
action of tlic venereal poison ma; bo delayed, the Uood at last 
becomes bo profoundly deteriorated, that the organism caii no 
longer endure the presence and tho encroachments of the mor- 
bific principle, — and as is ttio case vith all other [loisoii?, so 
witti tills, nature insLilutes a process with a rievr to expel it; 
and alllioitgli the exlernal investment of the aniumi economy is 
UiUiilly summoned to innugnratc the great struggle of eliminft- 
tioii, other organs and strnclures are required to share in Lhe 
labor and participate in the disasters which tlie eneui; is sure 
to iiiBict. The accumulated poison makes known its presence 
by a de^lopftieiit, first in one tissue, tliou in anotlier, by suc- 
cessive step!« and at long iuterrals; each tissue and each de- 
Telopmenl presenting a group of symptoms peculiar to ilsclf. 
Heiicu we can sec tlie propriety and advantage ofctassiryiiig the 
niorhid phenomena of the disease hito primary, secondary, aod 
tertiary stages or accidents, — an arrangement originally de- 
Tised by Thierry do IJery, and recently revived and rendered 
popular by Ricuid. In the adult subject, nearly all the syphil- 
itic eruptions belong to Iho second stage; a few only ar© 
reckoned as tertiary nQanifestatiotis. They all proceed from the 
same original, primitive poison. The syphilodprraata of the in- 
ftlUt, who derives the disease by inheritance, aro the product of a 
Beooiidary vii-us, which has been modified, diluted, and weakened, 
in crinsc(|uence of its admixture with Iho lilood and other Huidg 
of the infected (larent, before it is transmitted to the offspring. 

Under tho influence of the constitutional taint, we have erup> 
tioiis that are named and known according to the elemcntary^ 
forms which they present ; but all those forms exist also, iiide- 
peiidLMilly of any syplnHtia paroalago. Ricord docs not include 
the bulla; among his divisions of the syphilides. Ho considers 
vlrrrmis (iffcetions as possessing peculiar marks, that are almoot 
invariably absolute and distinct from other ulccrs. Giliert 
regards the ephclidi-s as entitled to a place among the syphUo- 
dcimata; but the syphilitic origin of euch discoloraliona is 
extremely probh^matical. 

To all who are familiar with the venereal eruptions, it is well 
kuown that lime brings about important modi li cations in tlie 
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" ihysiognoraj and general characters of these eniptions ; and 


viUi a view to render them more easy of comprehension , Pro- 


feesor Wilson, in tlia last editiou of his work on diseases of the 


Ain, has classified them in a tabular form, according to their 


chronological development. Thus, the eruptions beloiigiug to 


secoudary syphilis are : — 


1. 8t/p-hi!oderma ErylJurmatcrwH. 

Kos^a fiyphnjtin, 
M aculir nvphiliticic. 


2. Sj/phitaderma I'apuloffim, 

Lichen sypliiliticua. 
Lichen puitiiitMiu*. 


3. Syphilodrrrna Tiiheri-ii!oT>tm. 

Tutii-rcula Bj'philltica, 
TubercuU uiperanlia. 


4. Bj/philodernta PuAvlomtm. 

Rupia lyphiliticn. 


ft. Syphiloderma t'itart. 


Alopecia syphiUtim. 


6. BypkiiodernM Viiyiualt. ^ 
Onychin syphilittcn. 


The emptionB belonging to Ibe Tertiary Syphilitic period ftro 
as follows ; — 


L Sa/phUoderma Erythfrnatntum, 


Biydieraa <vcl psonasia) pultnore vel pluutore, 

Lupua GrytheiuutoHUH. 


% Syphilt'derma Tubfrrulowm. 

Tubvtcutn mui^oaa, 


Tubercula ulterBiitta, Buperficialiii, 


Tubercula ulccrantio, jirofuDdn, 
Lupus ulccrosus. syphilitidUB, 
Tubercula guiamulo. 


S. Sj/phildderma Uktram. 


The Syphilodermata Hsereditarifi are arranged thus, which is 
the order of tlteir dav^lopmeut, in tho o(n>priug of sypliilitio 


puente: — 


1. Bifphilodtrma Krythematcstm. 

Erythema syphilid cuin in&UlilB. 


S- Byphiloilerma Tuliccuiosum. 


Lupus syphiliticiu. 


&. Ltpra. 


k ! 
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The ToKgoing is a list of the maladies irliich appear apon 
that vast aud iiaporloiit organ, the itkiri, in cunsequoncc ol the 
veiiureal aQcctiotis. At a supvrfiuial gluiice, tho number may 
seem large, even formidable and ombarrasKiDg ; but it is no 
Diere ideal eiiumeralioii. It is based upon facts as tliey prasent 
theiueelves with great uiiiforiuity iii tho history of roiiereal sub- 
jects. And 1 am confident tliat the more frequeutlj aiid atten- 
tively the arrangement is referred to in lh« study of the syphil- 
odermata, as they come witliiii the observation of the practitioner, 
tho highLT will bo the eptimatioii with which he will regard iL 
There is no jiomcnclature more classical or t^ciontific in pria- 
ciplo, or more in harmony witti tho cutaneous lesions produced 
by syphilis, than the above. 

The Willancan system is more simple than the foregoing, and 
if we ai-e guided by it, and consider the specific sypbilcMlcrmata 
according tu tlieir elemcjttary forms, wo shall have tlie following 
varietieB, which are not at all at variance with Wilson's plan : — 

GxantlieiuaLous AflectiooB. 
Macular Affecliooa, 
Papular AOectlonE, 
Stjiintnouii ATcctionO) 
Bullous AffectiiniH, 
Vtsieiiliw Affecn'one, 
Funtular Affeetidna, 
Tubercular Affections. 

DIAtJNOSIS OF S"VTHTLIT!C ERtimONS. 

Color. — The color of venereal eruptions, in most ca&es, ia 
sui g-cneris. 1 say, in most cases ; iti some instances of genuine 
syphilis this mark or sign is totally wanting. The redditih, 
coppci7 tint is by no means a constant feature ; and when we 
examine an eruption with reference to its color, allowance is to 
be made for the natural complexion of the patient^ and soiuo- 
timen for tlic influeneo due to the topical remedies tliat have 
been employed. The period or duration of llio eruption is also 
to bo considered. We are to lake into the account the particular 
rcopon which is the seat of the complaint. The age of tliQ 
individual and his exposure to atmospheric or solar inflticnees 
will likewise be entitled to consideration. If a person, with a 
roseolons or papular Byjdiilttic affection, be esjjosed to the action 
of cold, the red, vermLtion tinge wilt be more couspicuous than 
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under other circiinostanocs. The Umporamont end the general 

Qoodition of the tuyiiteni exert an influcucv up«)a Uie oolorof ibe 

>lna both in health snd discuec, uid should not be loM n^lct 

^ken we examine a patient luborlng under s h 

IMS t&ction. Sometimes the catanteni&l functioa bu i 

in modifying t)i« character of sn eruption ; to has pregnuief, 

OMre tepociallj* if tiio loaladj be located upou ttte face. lo the 

bttlercase thu color of tlie vlciit will be no guide &! all ia o«r 

&tleiD|)ts tu arrivo at a difrereiiti&l diagiioina. TIm color of i7pli> 

ilitic eruptions is not tniiform. Somtititnea it has a violet tint, 

''^ it may prt»ent a coppery appearance, rarrtng in the degree 

'*^ iDteiuMiy, iu the same inditHdual, as the disci&Mj pro gnm m 

•^Wipds a cure or otherwise. 

At ilie commencement ofnn eruption, especially if it be aeaied 

^ * Due, white, delicate skin, tlie tint may be quite a brillbas 

'^' and as the eruption acquires age, and is influenced by 

,^*tinent, it may, and probnbly will, Ofu^ume a dark sliAde, that 

^ % rcddiiib, or ycllowi^^h brown. If the diaeased «kin be 

°*^^ly examined wheu the complaint is in it* last sta^, or 

*^ii it is iu fact paisoiiig away, the browTi copper color, which 

I for so many years engaged tlie attention of observer*, aiA 

**ich ifi still regarded by many practitioners as chamcteriaie 

" ^syphilis, ib usually apparent in a satisfactory degree. But if 

'^ disorder be in an active fitate, or in the incipient fttage, with 

^Vich rosoolar blut-h upon the general integument, it will ohen 

^^0^6 a rain task to hunt for the pathognomonic copper color of 

Uie older writers. In M>me instances, indeed in many, well 

Wiown from otiier-circiiiustaiiccs to be of syphilitic origin, I 

hare searched for the cxUtenco of this special tint upon tlte 

iatogiuncnt, and liave not been able to detect tlio !dight«fit tnico 

of it Once it was regarded as absolutely cHsential tu meet 

witlt the copper stain, or to suspend any declaration of our 

diagnosis, if tliut diugtiosis involved the idea that the alTiwtJon 

waa venereal. But that day, with me at leant, has gone by, and 

I can say, " nimwm ne crcde coloriP 

A reddixh brown, with a alight ingredient of yellow or orange, 
is the beat representative of the dull, copper color, and mnv be 
oonsidorud as a fair exponent of the hue which frequently chai^ 
acterizee tho eyphilodormata. It is not. however, an easy matter 
to present a true deecriptiou or analysis of the various prodomi- 
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Dating shades and varioties of color tliat aro met with in vonereal 
maladies of the skin. To the practised eye, tliese aflToctions, bar- 
inff any of tho peculiar colorations alluded to, arc recojjnixcd 
with sufficient ease, because lliese shades or tints rarely ever 
accompany any correspoiidiiig diseases which arise from doo- 
specific causes. M 

In cases where sf/phihdermata ukerantia have esisted, the ■ 
marks remaining upon the iiitcgiiiucnt m»y perplex the mind 
of tho surgoou not a little. Tlio ulcers of rupia, and the ordi- 
Dury uU-eratioiis of gyptiilis, when tlicy lioal, loavu Ijuliiiid Uicm 
pcrniaiioril and iU-lookiog cieatrices, prcsoiiting more or lew 
of a purplish, dirty hue, or a trowiiish aspect upon the parts 
whore the sures have heen seated. Tliia coiidiiioii of tho sur- 
face is geiiorally cuiisidcrcd indicutivc of syphilis. It is a con- 
comitant of ulcerative vcucreal aFToctioiis very frequently met 
with ; hut this brown appearance is also prsGent in non-«yph- 
ilitie complaints, where the person is greatly debilitated, and 
Wilsoji coiisidors it to be an iudicatioa of cachexia, rattier than 
of syphilis; niid tho frequency of cachexia with sypliilis ex- 
plains the occurrence of the coloratioQ. The cop|jer color, 
wlicn presciH, gciiorally alTords strong circuiuiitaiitial evidence 
of a venereal taint iu the system ; hut sometimes it does not 
warrant any such conclusion or inference. For inetanco. whou 
there is an ertiptioii of impetigo or ecthyma, or ulears of & non- 
syphilitic character, on the lower extremities, we not uuf^ 
qnontly find, iti debilitated subjects, a tendency in ihe part to 
exhibit a coppery tint, in consequence of tlie dependent position 
of the limb, and tho con^^ested state of the minute cutaneous 
veins, and their remotenesa from the centre of circulation. 

I have hoard eminent practitioners, both surgical and medi- 
cal, decide tliat ^ucli and »uch a cutaneous afTcutiou could not 
be venereal, bumusG the copper color was not to bo found in 
connectiiin witli it ; and knowing, as I do, that loo much stress 
is still laid upon the cireumstancc of color by some rchpoctahle 
men in the profoeKion, whose calls are far from being restricted 
to tho private chamber or to tho consulting room, I do not ronard 
what I here offer upon tlie Knbject as a labor of supererogation. 

But tliera ia another diagnostic sign, more important, more 
constant, and more nudouhied than color, and more reliable m 
every form of venereal eruptions. 1 allude to 
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ANiESTUESU, OR DEFICIENT SENSIBIUTT OF TIIE 

SKIN. 

It is Tell kooirn to m<»t practitioners that the ordinarf, iion- 
specific, cutaneous maladies, of cTory type, and t)iroii(;hoiit u1| 
their rariouB stA^s, are accompanied hy itching, smarting, 
tingUng, and otJier paiuful seu^tions, in a greater or lewi 
degree. When a paticiil tms any cutaneous trouble upon liim 
that is cot rencrcal, he v'lW, first of all, complain of tlio iluhing 
Md baniing pain which lie experiences, especially )>/ niglit. 
TWe U always an exaltation of nervous suHccptibility iu the 
pan after thu fatigues of tho day, and it [linplays Itself in tlie 
(Uttgreealdv senFaiions just eoumeratod. So uniTorm h this 
fact, a« an oocompatiiment of ordinury eruptions, tliat iCH 
MDOUDCemcnt may be expected as a matlor of cuurso. IJul 
uidit) syphilides there iii entire absence of all these sensations. 
TliB individual seems to have lost, as it were, all cnttincoiia 
seiisiliilily. Large diatricta of integument will be involved in 
•P^ular, tubercular, or sijuamous form of disease, wiiicli iimy 
■'litnatcly pass into broad ulcerations, and llieee latter take on 
•o nnfcvorable phagcda;nic or rodentaclion, — all which would 
■Wltteudcd with severe suffL-ring in ordinary cases, — and yet it 
^ truly astonishing to witness the slight iiicoiivoiiicnco whiuli 
"le syphilitic patient realizes under tliosc circunistancos. lie 
"evor so much a» complains of itching at any period. If iilucr- 
■IJAbs are seated over or involve the muscles of locomotion, he 
»ill complain, of course, of inability to movo about without suf- 
fering pain ; but otherwise ho would scarcely be cunncicius of 
tlwir cxintcnco, at lca^t so far as any discomfort is oonconicd. 
ItisdiflicnU to explain satisfactorily this almost total ahticnce 
of wjnribiiity in the skin. All we can say is, that it would Knera 
that the virus, under the influnuce of which tin; sypliilodormata 
are developed, has the power of dimiiii.-«liitig the normal func- 
tion of the nerve-li laments, or loops, while at the same time it 
a^ctfl the nutrition and hoallh of the parts implicated in the 
most serious and detrimcutal maimer, even to their ultimate 
dc« (ruction. 

I will not, in this connection, dwell longer tipoii tho insensi- 
bility of tho skin when any of the forms as-iumod hy tho vene- 
real eruptions are present To my mind the fact is of more 
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importance tlian has ueuftlty beon attsclicd to it in guiding to t 
cormct iliHgiiosts; it is certaiiilj of more value ttiaii tlie copper 
color, wliich we liave soaietimes known to be iu the miad's 
eyo, uud nowhere else. In regard to tlie itchiug, or the ab- 
sciico of tJiAt condition of tlia skin, tlie testimony of tliQ indi- 
vidual is alwajrs at our comumiid. If he has a complaint of 
any coii!iidi;riiljlc amount upon any part of the surface, and 
reports that it is attended with uo irritatiuii, we iiavo very 
Birong prc»umptivo evidence in favor of its being a venereal 
disea!!0. In our examination of a doubtful case we can always 
dwell upon tliis feature, iu questioning the person, until we are 
fully Batisfted that he has stated the fact as it is, and he can 
never kuow the drift of our iutorrogations on this poiut unless 
we inform liira. 

Apurt from the cupper color, and the absence of cutaneous 
sensibility, there are otiier foaturos and resemblances whieli 
distinguish mid associate the maladies under considoration into 
a separflte class. Tlie solitary patches are uniformly of a 
round ngiire; and, when aggregated, are arranged in circles 
or segments of circles. Particular regions also appear to be 
more frequently tho seat of the disoaso tlian others, as the face, 
alaj nasi, forehoad, and the back of the neck, especially the 
upfiwr portion, just bdow tho hair and near the mesial lin«. 
This is the caso with nearly all llio sypli ilodermala, com-. 
mciiciiig with the papular. When the morbid aSection pro- 
ceed!) to escoriations, or open soros, the incru.'itatioiis which are 
formed are thick, and of a dark brown or dark green color. 

A venereal alTcclioii of the oxteriml surface will sometimes 
pass through nil the types or orders before it reachen its state 
of niutii rity ; that ii^. it will conimonce as a more rci<icolous blnsh, 
than become vesicular or papular, tubercular, pustular, etc. 

Cicatrices. — Tha cicatrices remaining after the ulcerations 
or sores liavu healed aru circular in form, decidedly deprctused, 
and in a nmjurity of inslances a bronscd coloc is perceptible for 
sevenil months after the lesions have disappeared. At a laUsr 
period the intognnient, oji which the lf>cal disease lias existed, 
becomes preturnatupnlly white. If broad patches of skin have 
been involved, the murk tlial is left exhibits an aspect not unlike 
tliat occasioned by a EUpcrlicial burn. 




c 



CHAPTER XXn. 

SECONDARY SYMPTOMS WITHOUT PRIMARY. 

Before proceeding to the coneidoration of the Byphilodcr- 
mata as they appear under different types, I propose to relate 
a few cuscs which hap[>cued in my practice, and which were 
KHDCwhat perplexing to me at the time of ilieir occurrouoe, 
masnucl) as their ori^nn, or mode of reception, was not con- 
(bnikable to tlie theory inculcated liy Ricord. Siich iiistaiices 
ariKo occasionally in tlie practice of other medical men. In- 
deed, ihey are tiumerous ; and the fact is calculated to shake 
one's faith in certain views promulgated by that prluco of sypb- 
ilographers just named. 

Case I. — Mrs. A,, twenty-four years of age, was ronrriod 
eight months before I saw her. About three months after 
marriafro a email, dry, papuUr eruption broke out on various 
portions of iho skin, but was most abundant upon the forehead, 
face, shoulders, and arms, and upou the palm8 of th'i hands. 
The papdles were seated on a dusky-red ground, and wore of ft 
pure lichenoid characler. They gradually increased in size, as 
is generally the case, nntil tliey became ahniit hiilf as large ae a 
common gurden-pea at the base. They were dliscrote, and m & 
few wei-ks acquired the well-defined anatomical characteristics 
of tubercles in size, prominence, and hardness, and occasioned 
no itching or burning sensation, — in fact, no inconvenience of 
any kind. Upon the tongue wore some ten or a dozen well- 
marked mucous tnliercies, which came at a later period than 
the cutaneous Ission, and were moBtly siluatod among the clr- 
cnmvallate papilhe. A prclernaturai i-edness. amounting to 
decided erythema, with modurale hypertropliy of the mucous 
membrane of the fauces and pharynx, was distinctly bocu. 
The tonsils wGi-o awoUou ; there was some pain in the throat 
wlieu she Dwolluwed, or inhaled a breath of cold air; otherwise 
24' (2«i) 
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sho moAn no ronipUinl. The htLsb&nd wis of ft nmag 
tvr, Aiid it was kiinvn that he bad the reneretl e wnp l M Bt Ami 
the time of marnring tliia womui, who had oerer bdbn been 
afflicUid with any bkln disease, imr had ebe any tiaaU« ta lh« 
genital organs, uilhcr antecedent to the symftoma here Aft- 
scribed, or fiynchronoufl with tbetn. The UnaHj pbjncisn. Dr. 
W. E. Coalo, had qiiontioned her on alt these poiotB. He «M 
woll aoqiiaintod with tho historjr of both htubuHl and wiie, and 
his diogiiosifl vaa, tliat tito latter vas suflering from aeoottdarr 
■yphilia. I oaw the case witti hita several times, and fiUlr ooo- 
curred witli him in his riow-s. Tlul tliis voman erer had pti- 
Diary Rymptom* in the orguns of genotatioo Uiero vaa ao< % 
particle of cvideiioo. 

Case 11. — A few years aRO, a young, tmmarried man, a 
morocco-drcsKer, uoiiaultcd mo for an eruption, which made its 
appearance about a twelvemoutli before I saw him. lie franklj 
adniittod timt ho had been on intimate term« vith sundry girls 
of tiio town, but had never, to his knowledge, had oliancre or 
othor trouble on tho {tcitis or in the gruin, nor bad lie ever bad 
any suspicious uretbrid discharge or Rorciicss. The ca»e had 
beeti under the care of Dr. Wiiislow Lewis, who couaidorcd it 
Bypiiililic. and referred it to me as such. 

When I first saw this young man, the complaint oonsbtcd of 
tubercles und soree, situated principally ou the le^, where they 
were niimeroiis, and in all particulars well marked with tlia 
usual syphilitic features, which need not here be rebearsod. 
The forenrmii were the scat of uurocroiiit superficial ulcerntiona, 
re6ukiiig from the softening of forinur tuburctlca. Tbcrc wore a 
few similar i^pots on llie tliightt. The face and trunk were 
nearly free I'rora diw-ase. Sovora! cicatrices, scattered hore 
and there upon tlio liml)!<, had the characteristic browu sUla, 
and were doprcesed bcluw the adjacent skin, as is Che case geo* 
eratly where syphilitic tubercles ulcerate and lieal. The patient 
had lieeii troubled more or less with Hore throat, which oame ott 
at the time when the cutaneous difficulty was V^ptt noticed. Ha 
va:^ under my care sixteen montlis before he was able fully to 
resume his employment. I never oiitertaitied any donht in 
regard to the specific character of the cutmioous and other 
■ymptoms in this instance, nor in relation to the statoments of 
the lAtiunt aa to tlie nun-existence of any primary lesion. 



6EC0NDARY SYMPTOMS WITHOVT PBIMARY. 288 

Case in. — About a ycsax after tho ooctirrcncc of iho preced- 
ing case, A frail young girl cotiMiUed me with reference to on 
extensive crop nl' pustules and ulcers, which h&d troubled her 
for more tliaii two years njid which had gone on increasing Tory 
gradunlly in severity, and in tJieir lerrihlo work of utidormisiiiig 
tlie geucral hualtli, until sho was reduced to a truly uiserable 
coadidon. Sbo was greatly emaciated Biid enfeebled, and was 
scarcely able to walk without assistance. On tlio day sIio callud, 
Ao had Iravelied by railroad fifty uiileB, with tlia expectutioti of 
being received into the Massachusetts General Hospital, but, in 
accordance with the standing regulations of that iiiBtitutiou in 
nidi casea, was refused admittance. On entering my office, she 
was BO cxlmustcd that she immediately lay down u]>ou a sofa. 
Sho Iiad tulicn no uourishment for fifteen hours, i^lie was ao 
companicd by a young m&u, her friend, who lost no Utne in 
mating osploiialioiis. 

The Hkiii of this patient, whore free from the eruption and its 
indelible impriiils, had a leaden hue, with a blending of saUow- 
aeas, tlius showing a malformation and oxtromo poverty of 
blood, whieh frequently, aud espceially in delicate females, is 
seen to supervene after a tong-coniinued action upon it of the 
venereal vims. So far as lliu invasion upon the external sur- 
&CC was coticeruod, the diticase appeared to liave a partiality for 
tlio face, the scalp, tho forc-anuB. and tlie knees. Upon tho Ut- 
ter, tliree or four broad, suirerfidul iilucrswera in a pretty active 
state, roquiiing the protection of several folds of rag, and ren- 
dering it diHicult for tho girl to walk. The face was covered 
with numeroutj tubercle:! and ulcere, varying in size, and as to 
Uk different stages they had gone through. Some of the ulcers 
were nearly dried up ; others, more recent, yielded a juoderalo 
discharge. The countenance was greatly disfigured, and formed 
a living counterpart to tlio horrible representations wo meet 
with ia some of the modem treatises on syphilitic dermatology. 
The mouth and throat had undergone equal ravages. In addi- 
tiou to tho inflaoaed and hypertrophied condition of the amyg- 
dalffi, and the congested state of tlie fauces and mucous mem- 
branes generally, on tho t-idos of the tongue thoro were several 
small ulcers. It was difficult for the patient to speak above a 
whisper, and even then Ibe words were uttered hi slow succes- 
sou, partly from general exhauBtiou, aud partly, tio doubt. 
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becatiso the moritid process had reached the chordie vocales 
and tlie arytenoid carliluges. The paticnl knew that licr com- 
plaint was syphilis, and she regarded hor condition as nearly 
hopoless. She stated tlint she never, to hor kDOirlodgc, htid lind 
primary symptoms. Slie was free to ntiEwer oiiy quostioDS, and 
&ppQared to liare no sense of shame or delicacy. 

Case TV. — February, 1858. I saw, in consultation, Mrs. R., 
a married woman aged tliirty-four years, tlis mother of two 
healthy children. The patient reports that, about eighteen 
montlks since, au alMindnLiit lubt;rcular eruption appeared iipoD 
various parts of tliu ctiluucous surface. lu tbe couriMi of a few 
weeks, a portion of tlie tuhcrcles on the limbs began to Boflcn, 
anil became pnstiilar ; at a little later period, some of the pa^ 
tulea passed into superficial ulcerations, bat yielded only a 
trifling discharge. The logs, the arms, tacts of tlie hands, and 
aevoral of tlio fingers are now involved in the discaso in Ita 
different etages. In some spots, hard tubercles, In others inber^ 
clos with a soft or incrusled summit, and iu gUU other places 
patches of lepra eypliilitica, nie seen. Whore the latter are 
partially healed, the integument is extremely livid. The whole 
of the face, iucluditig the no»e, is now dotted over vith hard 
tubercles in juxtaposition, but not confluent. Some of theae 
tubercles are unusually prominent. At a distance of a few 
feet, tlio woman presents the as[)cct of a parsou having variola 
at about the seveulU day of its existence. Thoro is no sore 
throat, and never has been. During the post two months there 
has boon pain in the Imail and limbs, exasperated by night, and 
greatly interforiiig with sleep. She states that, some four 
montliH ago, when she was more feeble than now, ber hands 
and feet were as blue as if she had choLora, — were void and 
swollen. 

Mrs. R. is an intelligent, well-educated woman. Sho reports 
that bhe has never experienced any morliid symptoms in the 
getiito-uriuary organs. She has resided in North Carolina, and 
was there when the present trouble first broke out. Sho was 
under the care of a highly reputable gentleman, who, in the 
incipient Blage of llio complaint, regarded it as venereal, but 
subsequently, as the lady states, changed his diagnosis, and cod- 
sidered it a 8iinple,nion-6pecific. ecthyma. The case has rccoutly 
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been exaouued hy several phytnciaas in Boston and viciui^, and 
Ih^ all agree that it is purely vunereal. 

I am quite well aware tliat it son>etimes roquints no little tact 
to eroko the tnitli from tlie [loUiited n.-c-os^'s or tim mind in 
^philitio suhjects. In regard to tiiis tact or skill, I claim 011I7 

an ordinarj measure, as I huve already confessed. Gciieralljr 
qjeakiug, I know tbnt the denial, on tlio part of t)ic patient, jliat 
primary symptoms have exi»t«d, docs not amount tu tlie weight 
of a feather in the scale of evidence, unless it is sulislniututod 
hj other testimony. If this testimony be strongly corrohordlive 
«f the denial, then the statement of the witness, I think, sliould 
he allowed its full claim to favorable consideration. 1 do not 
propose, however, to enter into any spocial pleading in behalf 
of the individuals whose symptoms have been ekuiehed above. 
Tbey have not been blruduwd iu this connection for mere 
effect, but for the purpose of presenting what I consider to he 
fitcts in tlie history of syphilis, and which are important to be 
known by every practitioner who has any professional dealings 
with this strange disease- 
According to Rieord and hia school, syphilitic ernptiotitt are 
always consecutive to chancre ; and iheroforo tlio subjocls of 
tlie cases which 1 ha%'C related must all have bad primary 
duiicre. I mu^t say, nevertliclesE, tliat no theory or hjrjiuthu- 
eiii is sufficient to convince nie tlial the facts in the instances I 
have adduced were other than what is stated. If any one will 
coaiiult Wilson, he will liiid cai^es similar (o those above related. 
Wilson's opinion i&, that the sypliilitiu poison can be tuketi di- 
tectly into the system tlirough tlio circulation, without entering 
the lymphatic channels ; and in thi^way tho secondary manifest- 
ation8 may apfiear, without antecetlents of a primary character. 
Be relates the case of a medical gentleman, that is diroctly'iu 
point, OS confirmatory of what 1 liave stated. I will here tmii- 
■cribe the last paragraph : " On mentioning to him," says Wil- 
'■on, " my conviction of his case being consUlutiuital syphilis, he 
told me that, although he had been rcpcutodly exposed to tho 
dangers of contagion from impure coiinoction.he hud never had 
t symptom of primary disease, — that ia, nothing that ever nt- 
tracted his attention, or called for troutmont. With regard to 
tho disease, Uiere ia uu doubt as to its nature iu aiy mlud ; aud 
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I cttn onl; come to the conclusion tJiat UiU case a on illustrat!oD 
of absorption of the sjrphilitic poison hy tiw system, vitliout the 
develupmont of llie local or primary diseaso." 

At a ruc«iit meeting of llie French Academy of Medicine, (he 
subject of trUDSiQissibility of secondary syphilis was brought up 
for discussion ; iind M. Vclpeati »tiitod that he did not lietdt&be 
to maintain that at), or nearly all, the manirestations of second- 
ary syphilis arc contagions. He founds Iiis belief of this upon 
Ibe long-standing opinion on this eubjoct, tho general assent of 
physicians to its truth, and the daily uxperiencc of tlio profes- 
sion, as well as upon clinieal observations, tlie fact of its heredi- 
tary traneinissibiUly, and the results of inoculation itoelf. Pro!)- 
ably no man in the profcstsiun has seen more of the operations 
of tiie " veoereal feruietit " than Sigiuimd, of Vienna. He i» a 
lirm believer in its communicabilily from ttocondary aflectiona, 
8iich as p/iufUfs muqueuses, etc. Dr. Henry K. Oliver, of Bos- 
ton, who has recently enjuycd the instructions of tliis distin- 
guished German professor, states : '^1 have seen him produce a 
true elirtiicro by inocnlation from a plaque muqtieuse. He doce 
not liiy tio ninch stress upon tlie Hiinterinn chancre as Ricord 
does, in»i)'ting that couBtitutionnl i^yphilis is by uo moans always 
preceded by au indurated chancre, especially in fcmaloit. He 
Bays it is an every-day occurrence for femiilcs to enter hia wards 
wilU constitutional symptoms and a chancre quite free from this 
induration ; and he thinks, if Ricord had seen as much of this 
diranse in females as he has, ho would have bocome convinced 
of this fact." ■ Ucbra, of the sflmo tJiiivorsity Willi Sigmund, 
t«acheg the game doctrines to the medical classes. 

Laiigston I'arker relates two instances la which the secondary 
taint was cmnmunicated by tbo husband to the wife. In both 
coiics the females wore entirely oxompt from all disease in the 
urino-geuilal organs. They were curefuJty examined with ref- 
oreuce to this fact, and not the 8lightet^t degree of irritation, 
sore, excoriation, or discharge, could be delected in oilhcr. In 
both instancoa tho wives had almo&t precisely the same symp- 
toms tliat were developed in the husbands. 

Mr. I'ortcr, Professor of Surgery in the Royal College of 
Surgeons, of Ireland, is a believer ia the doctrine tliat lues 

• Vide Boiton Med. tnd Suig. Journal, Aug. 20, 1837, Letter to Dr, J. 
M. Wamn. 
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ea can be communicated !>y ihe seminal fluid, " However 
unprepAred we may b«," sajrs >t«, '*to admit the doctrine, and 
however contrary it msy seem to the preneral laws of t1ie animal 
economy tliat two distinct — nay, totally differCHt — fluids should 
Iw vehicles of one and Uie sante poison, 1 think a careful cxam- 
tnatioii of facta will convince any iiii prejudiced inquirer that the 
Wminal fluid posjwsses this most unhappy qiiaiily, and Hint in 
ttie Riyiitcrious process of getienitluii it may be the mcdliiin of 
can ta mi nation without the inlcrventiou of a single drop of puni> 
ient matter." llic facts which this eminent surgeon has ob- 
served are, he thinks, 6ufTicient to e^tahlish, as a law of sypliilie, 
tliat the tM^rneu of a diseased man, depoiiited in tlic vagina of a 
healthy woman, will, by being abiiorbed, and without the inters 
Mention of pregnancy, contaminate tlm woman with the second- 
ary form of tlie disease, and tliat witliuut the presence of n 
chaiicrc or aiiy other open sore either on the man or woman. 

Mr. Waller, of Prague, pnhlishvd, in lH51, itic results of his 
reseftTches on the contagious character of secondary syphilis. 
Among other things he states that inoculation with the secro- 
tioa of Bccondary syphilitic ulcers on healthy subjects may pro- 
duce in -them secondary Byphilis. Sporiiio, of Tiirhi, has 
produced Kyphilis by iiiuculatiug with matter takeu fi-om sec- 
ondary ulcers. 

Contagion op the Blood. — There arc wcll-anthcnticated 
instances of eecondary venereal symptoms being cnuacd by 
eontagion from tlio blood of an individual affected wilii second- 
ary syphilis. Waller made an esporimcnt on a lad of fifteen 
yecrs, by inoculating him with the blood of a young girl who 
had had primary sores on Hevernl occasions, and who, at tlie 
Ume the boy was inocululed, had tubercles on the face, and 
venereal blotches on the surfaca of the whole hotly. In thirty- 
four days after the operaliou a few distinctive venerea! tvibcrclos 
were developed near the point of insertion. These wore fol- 
lowed by an extensive exaiilheraatouB eruption, — that is, a 
diaracterislic roseola ; and the latter was succeeded by pimples 
and tnbcrclea on various parts of the surface, and which wore 
eaally diaj^noKticated as sypliilitic. 

That i^yphilis has been comaiuiiicatcd by v&eciimtion ndmits 
of ilo dispute. Dr. Alexandre Vieunois, pupil of M. Rallct, of 
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Lyons, has devoted much study to this subject, and he citMi 
numerous cases iti which tlie venereal poison lias been courcfcd^J 
aloii^ with lIib vaccine lymph taken from [lorsoiis who have hady] 
UlCDt constitutional syphilis. The Tenereal infection thus pro- 
duced h dot'ivL'd fruiu a. pnrliela of blood aucuinjiatiying th^ 
lymph, and sliuws itself in the development of Uie papular, 
vesicular, or pu^ular eruptions, but never iu the form of a 
primary chancre.* 

The folluwing report of three cases of venereal disenso, origi- 
Dating in an infant affected with hereditary syphilis, is Irom the 
records of tlie Mussuchu setts Hospiuil : — 

Mrs. was admittod to the Massachusetts Gonorol Hos- 
pital March 11, 1853, suffering from tertiary syphilis. Tlie 
history she gave of her&cif i;^ as foUowt^: Sho had always en- 
joyed good health until seveiiteon montha previous. At tha.t 
time the and Iter little dauglitcr, a child of nine ycare, on th« 
saiue day drew iho breasts of a woman living in the same house 
with tlieiu, and who had for some time becu wet-nurso to a 
child which, it Rubsoqucntly becatue known to her, w«s aOectod 
with hereditary syfjhilis. Tlic sudden doatli of this child had 
left the nurse with the iiicoiiveuience of over-distended breasts; 
and it was to relieve lier discomfort, on her return to lier house, 
that the putieiit, witli her child, several times during one day, 
performed the charitable act above mentioned. The woman 
had, at the time, sore nipples and au oi-uptiou on tins skin, the 
true nature of which slie was ignorant of. in about a week 
from tlio timo of di-awiug her breasts tlie patient and her 
daugiitei- befraci to have very sore mouths, and the throat of 
the patient becanio so much affected as to prevent her swallow- 
ing aciyttiiiig lait liqnids. She was under medical treatment for 
a month, Lakiiig mercurials, etc., and at the end of that time 
was well of her primary trouble. Twice, since the first attack, 
she 1ms had biniilur syniptom>^, iu one instance contiaiiLng three 
months. At tin: time uf her admission to tlie liuspiial her hair 
was quite thin, and the Ecalp was swollen, painful, and lender 
on pressure in various places. Ilor mouth could only be par- 
tially opened ; its roof was slightly ulcerated, and tliere was 
great hoarseness. Ten moiitlis before, a imde appeared on each 

• Vide Britiali nnd Foreign Medioo-Chir, Review, July, 1861, p. M. 
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tibia ; and tliat on tho loft supptirafed, was opened several 
times, and liad now liealed. Tho one on tho right mmaiiiad of 
halt the size of a hen's egg, and was kIUI enlarging and quite 
painful. There liad been more or less rlioiiiiiatic pain in lier 
legs for tlic K&iiio ))criod. Tlicrc had hcmi no eruption on the 
skill, nor any affection of the genital organs. Tho patient was 
treated with iodide of potassium internally, and by the local 
application of tincture of iodine, and was discharged well on 
titc '3Tth of the fullowin)^ month, there rumaiDiug only a trace 
ef tlie node on the right tibia. 

The daughter of the above patient, aged fourtean, entered the 
hospital October 6, 185T. At the time of hor mother's first 
attack, she waa similarly adccted, althougli with less severity. 
JVom these primary symptomfi slio soon recovered under med- 
ical treatment, although slie has huen several times troulilod 
witli sore month since. Nine months before entrance, she 
presented herself as an out-patient, with ulceration of tho soft 
palate and back of the throat. For this she was treated with 
the iodide of potassium and by the local application of tincture 
of iodine without benefit. At the time of i>cr aiimis^ioii to the 
hospital, the ulceration had progrc^sod no far as to have destroyed 
the uvula and a portion of tho velum on both sides, leaving a 
triangular opening u^th rugged edges. The anterior pillurs had 
been destroyed. There was much inSummation of the whole 
fauces ; and upon thu back part of the throat were large, wlut- 
isli patches of ulceration. Durhig the ttmc of her treatment as 
an ont-patieiit her iioso had become considerably depressed, 
particularly nt tlio upper part. After admission to the hospital 
she was treated with iodide of potassium and compound infusioa 
of gentian, subsequently with tartrate of iron ami |>jtasli, gr. xx. 
tor die, and by the injection of a solution of siilpliate of zinc 
into the nose, the septum having become perforated by nicer* 
ation. A weak mixture of tincture of tudine and water was 
afterwards Eubstituted for this injectiou. Under this treatment 
tho patient improved, portions of bone coming away at times, 
one of which appeared to be the vomer. She enterud under 
the care of Dr. Gay, and passed into the hands of Pr. n. J. 
Bigclow, who continued the troatmeut, and slie v&a dischaiged 
veil November 25. 
25 
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TBANssnasiON op the Tiana prok the imam fo the ivpaht, 
ANO VICE VERSA. — U[)on lliis subject, M. Traiisneau recently 
coitiRiiiiiiL-ated tlio fotlowiiig facts aiid 0{]iuioiis in a Iccturo Bt ■ 
the Hotel Dieu. of Paris: — 

"■ I como now to the recital of cases wliich thus establish the 
posFiljility of tlie commiiiiicability of the disease from the cliild 
to the nurse. 

"Oho of tuy professional brethren of Paris invited me to a con- 
sultntion in the fumlly of one of his patients. He informeil tne 
that tlio lady of the house was delivered, seven inoHths before, of 
a healthy child, which became sick fourteeu or fifteen days after 
birth, but without any manifestation of disease of tho skin. 

" Toward the end of tlie second montJi, and at tlie commenoft- 
moiit of tho Uiird, a eulaiiooHs affection 6ui>erveiied, of a nittura 
to suggest the idea of syphilis. A litllo later, the luirsc showed 
on Iter breast symptoms not at all enoouraging; engorgcmoQl 
of tho axillary glands of the corresponding side, an eruption of 
roseola over tlie whole surface of the body, and sore throat. 

"The physician inquired of the father of the cluld whether 
he liad ever had syphilis ; this he denied emphatically. To 
address a similar question to the motlier was a thing next to 
impusEihlo ; so ray friend was content with eatisfytng himself that 
she prcsonlod no traces of the disease. «The nurse grew »o 
iDUcli worse that it became iiecoBeary to confide tlie child to 
another woman. Throe weeks after, the second nurse Inscamc af- 
fected in the breast. I was called in a short time afler, and sat- 
isfied myself, by my own observation, of the existence of the most 
uiimistaktihle signs of tLio diathesis. As for tlio child, it had a 
liypertruphy of the liver, as well as lesions of the skin and moutii. 

" Will you admit that both of these womeu had be«n pre- 
viously infected ? This would, to say the least, have been a 
singular coincidcnuc ; but the first of them vaa a married 
woman and had been remarkably liealthy, as well as her Ims- 
hand, before eUo hcgati to nur^e the child. The second was ■ 
young girl from the country, confuted four months previously, 
and having na knowledgo of tins disease. Nevertheless Uiey 
were both infected, and both in the same way ! 

" Such facts are very serious, and their number begins to be 
quite considerable. Secondary affections are, without doubt, 
transmitted witti uiuch more difficidly than primary cues, but 
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thejr art, iievertlieleea, tranEmitted ; uid when oomiiiuiii«atod 
from tltc cliild U> tlio niirsa the contagion depentlx upon special 
conditions, on wlitcti 1 wish to fix for a momciit your attention." 

The following quotaliort from Professor Beiioutt, of Eiiin- 
burgh, is vrortiiy of a pliico in conuectioii with tliis subject. 
Speaking of syphilis, he says : " The secondary forms of tlia 
disea&e are always the result of inoc illation ; but this may aritia 
not only from the poison being absorbed directly from a prioiary 
•ore, hut Diay be communicated by the mother to tLe fccttis iu 
utero, by the infant to the mirsQ, aud again by the nurse to tlia 
infant. The following case, which was most carefully inves* 
tigated, and was the subject uf legal proceedings, iUustrales liow 
nurses may be afTected by syphilitic infants: 

*' III 1842, tlio late Dr. W. Campbell brought to md a woman 
viUt a child in her arms, to obtain my opinion wliotltcr a skin 
eruption ou the latter was or waa not Gvphilitic. I pronounced 
Utat it was, and that the woman should cease to iinrse it, 
although her nipples were at that time in no way affcctod. The 
aliild was the oSspring of respectable parents, and had been 
sent bo her to nurso. In consequence of ray opinion, the infant 
was returned to the friends, whose medical attcudaiit maintained 
the eruption to bo non-syphilitic. The woman wlio applied to 
me (uurse I') was received as wot-nursc iut* another family, 
and the child was sent to another iiurae (iiurso 2.) In a week 
the child died ; aud a few days afterwards n urso 2 was attacked 
with 8ore nipples. Nurse 1, shortly after onloring her new 
situation, also perceived sores round hpr nipples ; aud tlio med- 
ical attendant of the family, alXer consultation with mo, caused 
bsr to be discharged- She, iu conocquenco, brought an actioa 
against the modical man who had caused the syphilitic infant 
to be sent to her, and mistaken tho disease. The lawyer she 
employed then took me to visit nurse 2, whose whole body was 
covered with a syphilitic tubercular eruption. Both nurses 
ultimately succeeded in obtaining compensation from the mcd- 
,ical ftltondaut."* 

In the New York Journal of Medicine for November, 1857, 
Dr, J. L. Smith, physician to the North- Western Dispensary of 
that city, relates an instance of syphilis, communicated from 
a uursling to the uurae. Tlis infant, at the age of &vo months, 

* Londmi aad Bditib. JouiniJ of Med. Science*, 1852, p. ATO. 
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vas brought to the dispeoeary for trcatmont, and vai uuder Dr. 
Smith's can3, as was Uio nurse also. Tlic syphiliUc charactar 
of the disease, in botli latieiits, was very appareuU Dr. H. takes 
occAMon lu cile cases reported by Dr. Bullcley, of New York, Or. 
Campbell, etc. 

Mr. Holmes Coote, assistant surgeon to St Bartholomov'i 
Hospital, speaking of secondary pypliilis, remarks tliai some 
of the Eevcrest cases occur in young and deliuiile fema1)», in 
whom there is no account of primary disease. He relates COMs, 
and he regards secondary syphilis as coDtagious, and stys that 
it behooves the medical attendtiiit to be well apprised of the fact. 

Vidal says: "As to the traosmissibility of aacoudary acci- 
dents, aside from hereditary descent, the doctrine is proved by 
the faet of the iiifoelion of llio imrso by the cliild affected with 
consecutive tubercles, and the coutagiouiiiitiss of the niucout) 
tubercle in the aduU." 

Cazenavc, whilst admitting the mrity of the contagion of 
secondary syiDptoms, ncknowlodgos that it is impossihle to denj 
its occurrence, but that certain local circutusUncesare indi^poo- 
sable to such a result ; these are a humid or moist secreting 
aurfaco, and prolonged contact. Precisely the views eutortunAd 
and advocated by Sigoiund. 

M. Diday regards the leeions of hereditary syphilis as con- 
tagious as primary accidents. 

At a rccctit meeting of the Boston Society for Medical Im- 
provement, the subject of the communicaljility of secondary 
syphilis gave nse to an aniniatod discussion, the substance of 
whioli is reported as follows : — ■ 

'^Nov. 8th. — CoMMUKICABILrTY OF SECONDARY SyPHIUS. — Dr. 
W. E. Townseud made furthei* mention of the case reported hj 
him in January last, — tliat of a woman who, two years pre- 
viously, bad a venereal ulcer on the breast, followed by second- 
ary syphilis, this being caused by the secretiona from the nose 
of a child , which slie was nursing, dropping on a scratch at that 
place. 

*'At that time soma gentlemen expressed a doubt as to Uie 
character of this ulcer, thinking the probabilities were against 
its being uf a syphilitic nature. 

* Vide fioaton Med. and Surg. Journul, Juiuftry 6, 18S0. 
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*' Two years and & half afUsrwanl, in August of tliia year, the 
nine vurnati was tonfined at her full Uidc ; tlio child at iirst 
looked vvll, hut in the course of four weeks bullK appeared 
on its ankles and feet, followed hy inflammation of tlio mucous 
membnuie of tlie noHo and tiioutli, filling up tliose passages 
and obstructing the passage of air and nutriment, in conse- 
qii;;iice of whicli it died within six weeks of iw birtli. 

'■Tliis cbild died, undoubtedly, of hereditary ^yphili5, derived 
from its mother. Tha prev-ious children of tliesa parents have 
boon, and arc nov, stout and healthy, and the father, to the 
best of Dr. T.'s kuowledgc and belief, never had any syphilitic 
disease. Similar cases hare lately been reported by Lnngs^ton 
IWkor, Esq., in his lectures oo Infantile ^yphilie, in tlie Luiicot 
for August, 1858. 

" Dr. Coale alluded to a similar case reported in the Medical 
Times and G-ozette. 

'" Dr. Towiiseud said ho regarded the question as to tho com- 
muuicability of secondary sypliilie a very important ojic, as 
bcariuf; on marriage, the phyMciaii being often asked as to its 
advisability, when the husband had had primary disease. 

" Dr. Townsend licro briefly alluded to another ca«e. Mrs. 
K., seven months after marriage, had a stillborn child. Two 
years after marriage, she had a second, likewise stillborn. 
Three years after, she had a third at full term, which lived for 
eight montliB, during five of wUIl-Ii it had well-marked infantile 
syphilis. Four years after, she had a fourth, wliieli has never 
bcon ill, but is »till a feeble cliild, though its mother bus always 
been, and is iiuw, a liuarty, robuKt woman. 

" A-bout a year befi>re marriage lier husband had Byphilis, and 
was attended by a physician of this eity, having a largo expe- 
rience in such cases. Tie supposed tiimself entirely cured, and 
presented no appearance of disease. 

" Dr. Putnam alluded to a case in which a patient, who had 
had syphilis, had supposod himself cured before marriage; his 
wife gave birth to a child at seven months. There was no 
quesLiou as to tho nature of the coub©. 

" Dr. Abbot montioned tlic opinion of Trousseau, that when 
the disciiso had once existed tliere is no tiScurity against its re- 
appearance in the offspring. Several cases are on record where 
the disease is thus entailed. That thcrtj is no oertoiuty as to its 
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retippearance is evitlont from another case mentioned b^ Trons- 
seaii, in which the patient, a cavalry officer, who had had »j'p1> 
ilis several times, aud was married, had cliildroQ who oxhihitcd 
no traco of tho disease. 

" Dr. Haywfti'd, Jr., in connection, reported tho rollomng 
case, as tauding to conlirm the theor; of the coDimunicabili^ 
of secoudajy syphilis^. 

*' 111 describing tliis case, tho two first Letters of the alphabet 
are used to indicate the ladies referred to, but with uo refer- 
ence, of eijurse, to their real names. 

"December 17, ltt66. — Mrs. A. was confined in the coun- 
try; she soon hud fissures in the left nipple, anil her own babj 
Bot being stronyf enough to draw the broast well, she borrowed 
one nine weeks old from a poor family in the neighborhood. 
This child narscd hor four times. The fissures iu a few days 
bociiinu Botes, and extended until they iuToKed the whole 
nipple. During the first week iu April a dark red cruptioii 
appeared all over iier body, arma and limi)!> ; this gradually 
assumed a, copper color, aud conUnued to spread until, by June, 
it involved the whole face. The itilaut had a sinutar eruption 
appearing about the saiuc time. 

" Ju(y 18, 1857. — Mrs. B., the mother of tlie abovo-moo- 
tioned patient, camo to Boston to consult Dr. Hayward con- 
cerning her daughter and granduliild, and, finding he had gone 
to EurojMJ, she called upon Dr. Hayward, Jr., for advice. From 
the etaleiucnt of the case given above, winch she tlieii made; 
from the fact that the infant who nursed Mrs. A. died in about 
two weeks after she was taken siek, covered willi oji eruption, 
and (as she exproKsed it) ' rotten ' with what tlie child's father 
said was emall-pox : and from tlie circumstance titat the child's 
father refused to allow any physician to attend upon his child. 
Dr. H. came to the conclusion that Mrs. A. and her infant were 
BuSering from Byphilis, and requosted to have them brought 
to Boston, that he might see them hefore prescribing, Mrs. B. 
said that her daughter was m mortified at her appearance, her 
whole face being covered with the eruption, that she iKwilJvely 
refused to travel in any public conveyance. Dr. U. tiioruforo 
prescribed for her hydriodate of potassa and decoction of 
sariiaparilla intenially, and hinck viash, composed of a drachm 
of calomel to eight ounces of lininwnter, externally ; tlie infant 
to drink the sarsnjmrilla, and have the blaok wa.sh applied. 
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"ildg'. 14. — Mrs. B. culled uguiii, and reported her daughter 
and grundcluld as mitcli I>i:tlur, thu eruption vur^ tniicli diiuia- 
isbed. Site waa directed tu coiitiiiuo tho samo treatment. Mr«, 
B. at t)iat time suppoited lierself well. 

*• ikpl, 11. — Dr. II. was sent for to see Mrs. A., wlio had 
coiue to Boeton. She had, at tliat time, extcnsivo tracci- of tUo 
eoppfir-colored eruption on her face, atid on various parts of her 
body; but this was dull, except when exposed to chuiijies of 
temperaluru, aud Mrs. A. said tlial it was stcudlily fudijig away. 
She coiuplatuod of much stifTuriiig in the letl eye, aud, on exuiu- 
ination, it was found tlmt t^Ue had a. savcra atlikok of iriiie ; tho 
attack l>egau in the riglit eye, and shifted to Ltie lel't one. She 
had takun the hydriodate of potasaa and sarsaparilla up to that 
time. Hho wii<i then ordered to tako a pill, comjK>f<cd of oiia 
prain of calomel and one tliird of a'grain of opium, tlirce times 
daily, till the ^ums wore sliglilly alfected, and the luereuriul 
action was kept up moderately for pcveral days longer, Uinler 
tkis truuliueiit iho iritis Bpeedily improved, and when she lel't 
town, Sept. 25, llic eje was very much belter, and it is believed 
that Kho bad uo trouble with it since. 

"On the first or second vi^it to Mrs. A., at this time, Mrs. B. 
r«(fue8tod an exauiiuation uf imr throat, which nhe t>aid was 
aore. Dr. H. examined it, and found, to hia Burprise, that it 
preHentud every appearance of Bypliilitic Bore throat. Oimjusb- 
tioning her, it wu^ found that t>lio hud bad thi: ejuire care of tho 
sores ou lier duvighter's breat>t,and hud somutitaeii washed cluths 
whiuh cuine from lln-m; but that, although site had liad littto 
cncks abunt lier finder)* repeatedly, she liad never liad tiny 
sores oil lier hatid^i or anus until about two months and a half 
before tlu» time. At that time, being about tiie middle or latter 
part of June, when the baby was six months old, &li*s. B. held 
it while the phyi-ician lanced an abscess on tlie right !*ide of it& 
neck ; this discharged freely a greenish-colored mutter, which 
rau over her left hand and wiint. On tho back of tho wrist tlio 
skin was brokcu at tho time ; and in about a fortiiif;ht aftL-r the 
abscess was opened, a sore resembling a common bod was fonned 
upon the back of the wrist where the abrasion had been. This 
suppurated ; but, when it discharged, Mr». li. noticed that there 
was no core to it, a;* in the case of a couimou buti, and, inoro- 
oTer, that the matter discharged from it was of a greetiisli color, 
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and TQgembled thnt whicli came from the iofont's absoes^. This 
sore on tlie back of tlio left wrist was foUowod by red and cop- 
per-colored epols, similar to tliosc wliich Mrs. A. had had, aud 
finally hy soro throat Tlio Gor« throat yielded to fiimigatioDS 
uf ciiiuabar and applications of nitrate of silver : and whcit tttat 
was well, sho was ordered hydriodabe of potassn and decoctioa 
of earBapai'illa, under wliicli the copper-colored eruption slowly 
improved, though t«he has beeu at times troiihled with it 6inc«, 
and is oot quite free Irom it now. Dr. H. tliiiiks that there vas 
DO loss of Iiair in Mrs. A/s case, and is posilivc that tliuro was 
none In Mrs. B.'&,eiLcept where the eruption wm> upou tho scalp. 
In the uourBo of the treatment, he eawa,nd convorsud frucly witli 
both Mr. A. &ud Mr. B., and from their appearance and charac- 
ters, and tliat of their vives, firmly believed Uiat alt this disease, 
misery, and mortiScatiou arose from Buckling a diseased child 
open a fissured nipple. With this conviction, he remarked Uiat 
it seemed to liim of the utmost cousequencQ, first, that, before 
allowing any strange child to nurse a woman, tlie family pliysi- 
cian should ho consulted, which was uot done in this case ; and, 
secondly, that every physician should carefuHy examine tho 
state of a child's health, and also inquire, as far as ho is able 
to do su, into the ctiaractcr and health of its parents, before he 
allow*5 it to nurse his patient. 

.*' r>r, H. J. Bigelow had expressed doubt as to tlio nature of 
the tih-cration spuken of, and had perhaps been alluded to by 
Dr. Towdsend. Without at all denying tlie pos^itiitily of the 
veiicreal legion and specific gecondary contagion in this cai»e, he 
had folt the evidunee of it insufliciont to Justify his own belief 
in it. The additional evidence now presented is, tliat a second 
child, horn two years and a half after tho first, presents, in four 
weeks, buIliB on tho feet, and ' innumraatiuu ' of lUo bucual and 
nasal mucous membrane. Tliese sympLome, if specific (wluch 
is uot certain), luuHt have hvon hereditary nt tliis lale period; 
aud this fact of inlieritanco is adduced as evidence of the pro- 
tracted exietcncQ of tlio lesion in tho mother's constitution, 
which, ill its turn, is relied on to show lliat such lesiou waa 
originally received in a secondary stage from a nursing child, 
and not as a primary lesion from a husband, or from any otlior 
source. While Dr. B. had great regard for the opinion of Dr. 
Towuseod, mid, iu geuorul, for the sort of DOuvictiou wluch 
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results from a detailed oiid personal exaimiimtion of ovidencQ 
of any sort, hv did not thiiilc tliut tlic case cited was one which 
could bo rcliod on to conviiico other people. Primary lesion, or 
thonrrt, is alwayt iuoculalile in au uiisyphilized siibject. Seo- 
ondury aiid constitutional lc»ion Ik w<.:I1 kiiuwii to be almost 
n^rer so. Tho present discussion is to the point whether aoo- 
ondory tnd tertiary syphilitic disease is ever, in exceptionable 
easeSy communicaide by CQiitact or inocnlnttoii. Kicord, nflor 
years of honeet and carufiil ox peri nits nt, decided that it w&s uot. 
Subseqnent experimenters have since thought that in rare cases 
it may be, and it seems actually probaible that it is. But, as 
the comp^alivG ignorance which prevailed in respect to the 
vliolo subject of syphilis, before the masterly elucidatiou of 
RJcord, was due to the imperfect analysis of previous evidonce, 
juatioe to the labors of that observer di^mands a ngorous scni- 
tiuy of any case adduced in coiitrndictiou of his results. Graut 
a ronereal eruption to be identified as t<iich (^wliich is often dif- 
ficult, sometimes iniposeible), the ques^tiou of it« origin is then 
between a rare contagion from a previous secoudary or tertiary 
eruption in another person, and its regular, cvery-day sequence 
from a primary sore, i>ersistently denied or honestly ignored by 
the iadividuuL last alTecled. No other medical subject presents, 
like tbis^ tlie sacrifice of cliaracler and uf social retutiooe oe 
obetscles to its elucidation, and evidence should be weighed 
accordingly. 

" Dr. B. boliovcd that constitutional syphilis was, on all the 
eridence, contagious as well as liereditary, but was raroly so, 
and that the protracted contact of the uurBiiig child was the 
more frequent condition of this contagion. Of course no 
healthy woman ehould knowingly nurse a sypliititic child, and 
vice versa. \s to tlie ijuestion of marriage, lie thought that 
tlie lapse of a year from the complete disappearance, under 
proper treatment, of light constitutional symptoms, and of two 
or three years, more or less, in eeveror cases, was as strong a 
guaranty of immuiiity as posterity had a right to expect, or, at 
any rate, as they generally received. 

" Dr. Lyman alluded to the change of opinion in England, 
uid on the Continent, upon this subject ; also, to the fact that 
the English jouruaU contain frequent reports of cases which give 
direct ovideneo of the communicability of secondary disease. 
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** Dr. Durkee considered diat ttte preponderance of medical 
opinion is in favor of the conimunicaUility of secondary symp- 
toms. Tlie singular doctrine, adraiiced some jears since by 
Ricord, tlint, of all reuereal affections, iiiduratcii chancre 
alono furnished iuocuUble matter, had been tlio occasion 
of awakening other distinguished observers to Ihe general sub- 
ject of contagion arising from syphilitic manifestations. The 
facts furniBhed by siicb men as Vidal, Tclpeau, Trou^eau, 
and CaMiiavc, of France ; by Wilson and I^aiigston Parker, of 
London ; by Professor Porter, of tbo Royal College of Surgeons, 
of Ireland ; by 8igmuiid and Hobra, of Vienna, and many olhor 
high aulliorilies, had now become quite numerous, and they 
were in direct opposition to the views of Hicord. These facts 
are constantly accumulating' and the most respectable medical 
journals tpeni with well-authenticated instances of infection 
derived from Becondary losions. Two cases of this kind, related 
by Professor Bennett, of Edinburgh, arc outitlcd to our remein* 
braiice, whatever theory we may entortain on the subject.* 

" In view of such facts. Dr. D. askod if any member of this 
aociisly would feel Justified in giving his professional opinion 
that a syplillitic infant might safely be committed to the custody 
of ft bealLliy wet-nnrse : or, to reverse the circumstances, and 
suppose that a hcolthy nursling was in want of a wet-nurse, 
and a wornam with a krge breast of milk should desire the idt- 
uatioii, Ixit, upon examination, should be found to have avcoud- 
ary syphilis, would any geatleiiian present be inclined to en- 
courage the friends of the child to commit it to the fostering 
care of such a woman ? 

" Dr. D. remarked that in "his own practice he had seen Sev- 
ern! criMOs of ficcoiidiiry syphilis, in both sexes, wliore no evidence 
whatever of primary lesion existed. He considered that the 
proof as to the commuuicabLlity of secondary le-sions was as 
reliable as that relating to the coutagiousnese of cluincre. 
Once he was a believer in Ricord's theory. But facts oljsorved 
in liis own practice, ns well as those adduced hy the most trust- 
worthy men from all quarters of the medical world, had fully 
convinced him that Ricord was not sound on this point. He is 
preemineulty entitled to praise lor the great scieutific advanc^- 

* Theae cases ore Iiiscrtc<I on p. 2fll. 
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loent h« has made in regard to the patholi>gj aiid treatment of 
Teiierca.! alTectioiis ; but he is not iufalUhle. 

" Dr. Strong remarked that he did not consider this ft ques- 
tion upon which tlm profession is at present ready to decide. 
Ohsorvttlioiie ncro not as yet sufficientlj' numerous to form tlio 
ba»s of a correct u[)iiiioii. Ho had for u long time dilTered from 
Bicord, having scon nmny coses in which the evidence of the 
communicability of secondary syphihs was uiiiloubted, hut was 
yet of the opinion that the time had uot arrived tu ostabiish a 
patliological coiichision. 

•' Dr. Jacob Bigulow rOmarlced that ho had hoen much inter- 
ested in llic discussion. Tliere was one point to which lie 
would allude, that might tend to reconcile tliu diHerences iu the 
various reports upon tliis suhjoct ; and this is the change of 
character tliat dii4ea.sos sonietiine!) undergo in ditTorent period.s. 
Cholera, for example, was formerly a tropical disua.se ; it being 
only about thirty years since it spread toward the north. 
Plague once visited Oroat Hritain and various parts of the Con- 
tinent, committing terrible ravagos ; now it is not kriowii iu 
thoM countries. Yellow fever was supposed, thirty years ago, 
to be noti-contaj^iouH ; wliili;, at present, Rcrioiis doubts are 
entertained whelhvr JL bu nut sometimes contagious. TyphuH 
fever seems to be at some times contagious, at others not at all 
so. .Syphilis liad ninlorROJio several cbaiii^es in its clianicter 
within a lialf century. At one time the doctrine of Hunter was 
well eatablisliod. Not long after, tlio chancre was found to vary 
»o much ai^ to render it Jiociissury to define wlmt was meant by 
tlie Ilunteritm cliancro ; and it afterward became so varied in 
diuractcr und appeanincc, as to tnuko it duuljifnl whether tbcro 
were uot as much ufijualirnid or spurious syphilis as of tliu tvuo 
disease. We know that the coiitagii)usiiess of small-pos dillb^rs 
in different years. Is It not williin tlit! bounds of possibility that 
syphilis may, under dillcrunt circumstances of epidemic predispo* 
sition, be more communicable at one time tlian at another ? 

*' Dr. Su-ong was not inclined Lo regard tliese apparent dif- 
ferences in the commuiiicahilily of diseases as owing to any 
change in their cbaruclor, but ratlier to faulty observation, or 
perhaps to a diflerencu iu tlie predisposition of patients.*' 

The following interesting case was kindly fnruishod me by 
Dr. H. L. Abbot. Pbysiciou to out-patients of the Massachusetts 
General Hospital. 



MO G0NORRH(E.\ AND STPHtUS. 

t1 
8ECONDABT SYPHILIS COMMUNICATED TO AN E«FA>T 
BY XS ATTENDANT. 

"j4pn7 25, 1859. — A liltle girl, one year old. was brought to 
me hy her mother, presenting n well-tunrked d^phHitic aflTectioo. 
Tlkfiro vero numerous stiperfictal ulcerations on tlia inner suis 
ftcc of the cheeks and lips, a slight itnpettgiuous eriiplioii ou tbo 
outer surface of the lover lip and cliiu, and an abundant growth 
of mucous papules on each side of the anus, passing forwnnl to 
the genital or^ns, and in both groins. Tlie growth la tfafl 
latter site was Tery remarkable for its almost perfect symmetry 
of arrangement ; con^^ling of fire or six circular, di^linct, 
nummulated patches, each fomewbat larger than a half dime, 
rieiog from one to two lines above the surrounding surface, and 
prosonltiig in their arraugeinent and grouping almost complete 
ideniiiy in both groins. ITiere could be no qiiesiiou as to the 
nature of the disorder. What vas 113 history and provable 
origin ? This was given me by the mother, wlio bad every 
tiling in her sp)>eararicc to recommend her as a worthy, respect- 
ablu, reliable person, as follows: — 

" Early in tlio previous October the child was taken with ecar- 
Utina, and required the care of an extra attendant at tli&t time, 
the mother being too much occupied with hor profession — that 
of a dressmaker — to allow her to take exclusive charge of it. 
Her immediate tiicnds and acquaintances were unwilling to ex- 
pose themselves to the contagion of the disease, and she accord- 
ingly availed herself of the services of a woman living in her 
ncighburliood, with whom she had but a slight acquain Lance, 
but who was recnmmeiidod to her by hor extreme fondness for 
children. She had, it is true, heard disparaging remarks about 
her, hut OS Ehe was the wife of a man wliooi sho coniiidcred 
respectable, she had not given much heed to them. The woman 
was a faithful uurse, vory I'ond of the child, and was in attend- 
ance upon it more or less constantly for three months. During 
this period the child continued to bs suckled by its moUicr. 
The mother obserTCd, at the coramoncomciit of the nurse's 
atleiiduuce, that &he had a very sore mouth, the corners of it 
being greatly (li.->rigiired and covered with erusts. A[ipreheu- 
Bive that some disorder might be communicated to her child, 
although not dreaming of the possibility of any syphilitic con* 
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tagion, the questioned ber about Iter mouth, &nd wait told, in 
reply, tlmt tlia trouble was ouly 'caiik^r,' to wliicli the doctor 
Tas a{>pl}'iiig caustic every day. She did admit, IiuveTcr, that 
some nioiitlis previously glio bad bad a complaint of a venereal 
ebaractvr, of short durution, wbich she bad taken rruin her bus- 
band. H}io had been well of this, however, for moiitlis. Tha 
DSlural c^utioii of the mother, notwitlistauding, led ber to clicck 
her frequent impulse to ki^ the infant ; but iu spite of tlua sjhe 
(requeiitly obsorved her disoboyitig ber injunction, and imprint- 
ing her poisonous caresses directly upon the mouth of the little 
ODe. Uer care of the child ceased at the end of tliree mondiK. 
A few wctiks after tbis, prol;ably about two mouths, the child. 
was uhserved to hare sore mouth, which was not cousiderod of 
fttiy special importance by the mother, who looked U|>on it &8 
' cank'^r,' 6uch us young ciiililrcii are suhjni't to. Tbii contin- 
ued three or tour weck^ witliout benolit from the doiuestio rem- 
edies employed, when the mucous papulea made their appear- 
ance. These had exiEtcd three weeks at the time the child was 
brought to me. It eeemed at once probable that here was one 
of iboM] rure cases of the traiismis^iun of secondary syphilid, and 
tr&Demis!^iou iu a vury uimaual way. Tlie most thuroiiyh and 
searcbiiig inquiry failed to elicit any evidence which bbould 
criminate the parents. Four other cbildron of the saiuo paroula 
are living and perfectly Imalthy, and buvo never bIiowu any 
syinpLoms like tbo.<iO recorded abore. The father adoiitttid tlmt 
he had hod gonorrhoea (Iftccu years since, some yuare before bis 
marriage. Ho was jirovioiisly uiilcTiown to mc ; but tfie frank- 
DDfiB of his manner, and the extreme solicitude of both parents 
in behalf of the little one wlieii tboy learned the real nature of 
bor aflection, had great weight with me in satisfying me that 
tbey could not, knowingly at least, have had any direct conueo- 
tioD with the inflictioa of this grievous disorder upon it. In 
order to eupply all the evideuce possible, the molUer Bubioiticd 
inc»it willingly to examination^ ond uot a trtico of disease, recent 
or old, could l>e found on the cxtorual organs of geiienitiuii, or 
by KpfKiilar explomtiou of Ibe vafpna and utenis. No evidence 
tlicrefore existed to implicate the parents. It was highly dceii^ 
able, if pot-sible, to obtain an examinutiim of the woinnn fiom 
whom the evil was supposed to bavo sprung. Lnclcily she woa 
withiu reach, and without hesitation presented herself to me for 
26 
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examination, and, judging from her iienii-indigaant manner of 
address, for acqiiitul from all suspicion. She admitted at ouco 
til© fact, that hud boon previously ^latod, of a veiieroal com[>laiiit 
of short duration, of which slio rccovorod some time before 
takiiig charge of the child. The complaint, she said, was a 
filight ' runniitg' from the vagina, wliicli lasted hut a few days. 
Slio was treated hy her husband (who, accwdiug to her account) 
pleadod guilty to iniparticig it to her), he- liaving liad some ex- 
perience formerly in compouudiiig medicine in an apothecary 'g 
shop. The occurrence took place sooii after their marriage, and 
tlie di^caso iti t1io husband was said to be tliu remains of a di»» 
order contracted lM)fore ninrringc. of which he had supposed 
himself cured. Tier mouth was Mill sore, she having tried 
I'arious physicians witliont relief, all of whom called her dis- 
order ' canker.' The angles of iho mouth were ulcerated and 
swollen, bearing evidence of the long duration and treatment 
of the disease; there was a supurfiL'ial ulcer, as large as tlie 
nail of the liille finger, and covered with lymph, on Iho inner 
iiurface of the lower lip, which she at^cribod to the pressure of 
tlio teoih : jnst within the angles of the luoiilti, on the inner sur- 
face of hoLh ctieeks, were similar ulcers, with turgid, indolent 
edges. I unhesitatingly asmired her that pIic had stypliilis in its 
secondary stage. Tlie ulcors were identical in ap|)earance wiih 
those so often seen accouipauying syphilitic sore throat, and 
which are so apt to cuutinuG, now better, now worse, for a 
tediuu!< period. Her moutli, ^hu said, was in about llie Fame 
ooiKliiion as when slio had charge of the child. There was no 
affeetiuii of the tliruat nor any iiidicEttion of furuii;r discusQ 
there; neither did I see any trace of cutaneous disease. The 
child's mother, however, had informed me that she noticed a 
scurf Qii her liands at the time she was hi her employ. On 
farther inquiry, I learned from the woman that she had tuiscar- 
ried throo times within a year, each time before ibo completion 
of the third muiilli of pi-cgnaucy. After one of ihuae abortions, 
the occiirrcace of which she aiiributcd to weakness, she lost ber 
hair, owiug, as ^hc thought, to the subi«ct|uent fever. I did not 
make any further esatuinatiun, as information which I had 
received of her history suhsoquent to the time when she had 
charge of the child made uiiy facUt which might have boon thus 
obtained of no special value. This, then, is the whole history, 
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and I nm nnable ti> resist tJie coiirictioii tliat tlie child donveii 
its disease fmni hor attendant, who was aifectod with it at tlie 
time, pfobabtff, ill a secondary forin. The difliciilly of obtaining 
final, irrefmgalile Bvidcimc in such a caso i?, of course, es- 
tromely great, almost uiumuilin^ to an impossibility ; but, if 
circumstantial evidence can lusiirc conviction, we have here, I 
tliitik, a very strong case. 

'• It may be said, griiiiling tlio fact that the woman had sypliilis, 
bow do you know ^ha did not have cltancro in tho moulli, from 
which tlie diseaRO was communicated to tlie child ? It is ex- 
tremely imjirohahlo that she had for two reasons: first, the 
assurance of tlie mother and the wonifin herself tliat the disordor 
in her mouth is in the same condition now as it has lieen Eincc it 
first appeared, — a statement made of course witiiout any knowl- 
edgo uf its professional E:<tgiiificanco, and according with the 
well-known facts in similar eases ; and, second, there is no eTi- 
deiice that the cltild lias had any ditToroiit affection of the 
mouth from that existing when I fir^t Raw it, and wliich did not 
appear until koihg weeks after all intercourse with Die woman 
had been broken elT. 

"Furlberinorc, it is noiiccablc that the disease in tho child is 
not the usual hereililanj form. In tlio great majority of oases, 
that appears as roseola or psoriasis, with uleorations, etc., and 
almost always sliour>( itself within the dij'::<t Tl-w weeks aflt;r liirLh. 
To be sure there are e:[cepliuii!> to this, bat they are of exlrerao 
rarity, 

*' It bIiouM he remarked that tho left nipple and areola of tlio 
mother were iuQamed and i^ligluly excuriated at the time the 
child was brought to me, and liad beuu so for some days ; and 
the mother stated lliat she nursed the citild almost wholly from 
this breast. Tiiero was no fissure or ulcer, only an infjamed 
and superficially oscoriated appearance. Tlio facts in the case, 
then, may be Kummcd up as folluws; — 

" 1. A pre\-iously healthy ciiiM is taken in charge by a woman 
who at the time has ulcerated lips and uioutb. 

*'2. This woman admits the previous existence of a venereal 
complaint (as likely to hare been a concealed chancre as any 
thing else from her account), from wliich she had some time 
before recovered. She acknowledges repeated abortions and 
alopecia, -^ cummoii enough results of coimtitntional syphilis. 

■4 
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Sho still lias, at tUe time of examinatton, indolent ulcers of tite 
lips and clmcks, such as are eo oftuii sucn in secondary sypliitis. 

" d. The staletneut of the mothor tliat, in spite of her earoost 
remonstrances, the attendant frequently kissed tbo child's lips. 

" 4. The occurroiico after a few weeks' interval of 6U[wrficial 
ulcora in tlie child's mouth, followed soon after by mucous 
papules aud inflammation and excoriatioa of the motber's 
nipple. 

" Such are the facts, and their ralue will 1je diETerent with dif- 
ferent minds. 1 am willing to admit that I believe the child to 
have contracted syphilis from the impure lips of tier attendant) 
she being ut the time alfeuted with secondary ulcvrs of the 
mouth, the lii'^t inanit'estations of the disease in tlio child having 
the secondary form. 

"ll remains to say a few words of the treatment of Uie caso. 
The Dkother was advised to woan the child, for fear of the con- 
sequences to herself; and, until that was aeconipliehed, to wa«h 
tlic iii|i|i1e with liquor soda; chlorinate, after t^ach application of 
the child to the breast, aud to wash over the excoriated surface 
daily vriUi a solution of nitrate of silver, four grains to tlio 
ounce of water. Two grains of the chlorate of potash were 
directed to be given to the child three times daily, tlie same 
solution of nitrate of silver to be applied once daily to the con- 
dylomata, and Uack wash to be kept cotistatilly applied to them. 
The mother's niii])lo was well in five days, and !it the end of two 
weeks tlie child was greatly improved. The chaugo of diet had 
been any thing but prejudicial to it, and tho mother oxpre:sed 
her astonislinioiit at its rapid increase of fle^h and strength. 
The papules bad become very pale, and had subsided about to 
the level of the mirrounding surfaco, and tho mouth was nearly 
well. Tho treatment was directed to be continued until rocoT- 
ery should be complete." 

Tho general hearing of what is embraced in tho present chap- 
ter, it will he seen, goes directly to impeach the doctrine of 
Bicord, who steadfabtly maintains that indurated chancre aloufl 
can produce consecntivo oi* constitutional accidents, except in 
hereditary syphilis. In a legal and moral, as welt as in a med- 
ical, point of view, the subject is one that demands close and 
impartial study. Its investigatiou is acknowledged to bu fraught 
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with difficulties. It is nat wholly free from the infliioiices flow- 
ing rnmt th« schools and the higli authority of hrilliaiit names, 
and it is perhaps impracticable to sever it from such relnLiitiis. 
As io many otlier matters uol susceptihli} of mathemalical 
demoD^traiion, so in this, the eridencc tlml conrinces one man 
may fail to ftatisfy another ; atid thus tlie question seems llkoty 
to remain a mooted poiut at least for th« present. 1 considdr 
myself justified, however, in staling here that, in the judgmont 
of a rosl mujority of the most eminuiit tnon in the profe&Mioii, 
Aw coinmunicubtlity of secondary syphilis is a fact an firmly 
wlablished as is the contngiou^nc^ of iha poison of indm-uted 
dnncre. And whatever niiy be the theoretical notioas of the 
reader on the subject, he rill do well, whenever ho is callod 
upop to form a diagnosis, or to give an opinion in mattvrv of this 
sort, wherein tlie health or the clmract^r of individuals or par- 
ties is at stake, to ponder npon the facts and opinioiis cmbracad 
in this chapter. To ignore them would be uiirBasoiiable. un- 
safe and unjurt. 

The Uieory has been broached by Simon, an eminent patholo- 
gist, that the primary syphilitic poisou is insoluble, and that it 
will Dot act throDgh a continuous membrane ; and that the 
poixm of seooodary ;ypliili», on the contrary, is sotublc, and 
acta, as is seen in its influence on tlio fortus in utcro, through 
the unbroken vtUi of th« btoodveaseU by cndo«rao»is, convert- 
ing into its own likesesi thom materials of the blood with 
vbich it comes ia contact ; and why may not the process bo the 
same in the adult sub^iect ? 
26» 




CHAPTER XX^TT. 

STFHILODEimA EttYTHEMATOSUM, OR ROSEOLA 
SYPHILITICA 

The exanthcmatous afTections, including tlie maculie, roseola, 
crylhemaf aiid, according to Boine dermatologists, the eplicUdcS) 
are tlic tir^t luaniTestatioiiB of constitutional sypliilis upon tbo 
ekin. 

ft 

Roseola syphilitica is the principal eruption we roeet with, 
oitlier as accompanying prltuarj symptoms, or as a precursor 
of other secondary accidents wliicli supervenis at a later period, 
jiarticulai'ly tlio piipiilar or tubcrculur affections. Roseola is 
tlio ^iijiplcst form of cutaneous affection, and is not very un- 
coiutuoii after tUe existence of chancro. It usually cotumciicea 
vitLiout any feverUli condition of the system. Tho patient is 
surprised to find tlio color of tho skin changed to red, without 
having experienced any antecedent constituljonul disturhance. 
In some instances, especially in plethoric suLjects, tho eniptiou 
of roseola, of lichen, etc., is u^horud in hj' a ^i^ht fehrilo ox- 
citomoiit. Somclimes, as I iiavo elsewhere stated, a species of 
urticai'ia, or liclieii, is seen upon the whole surface in couse- 
qnonco of the peculiar action of ]:)uliiam of copaiba, or of the 
powder of cubehs, taken in large quantities for the cure of gon- 
orrlicea, by persons having nu extremely delicate skin, and who 
are accuslomod to drink large nuantities of wine, and lo other 
high livjjig. Ill i\nisi3 circumstances tho man takes alarm, and, 
presuming the ciitmieoiis disorder to bu dependent upon tJie 
urotliral discharge, And indicative of real syphilis, he imaginea 
tliiit !i chancre must be lodged in the urethra. I have recently 
met wi^Ii two bucli instances. In one, no little consterimtion 
was fwlt by tho patient, because he apprehended that Ids hablta 
and his condition would como to the knowledge of his imtno- 
diute Drieuds. IJul upon the discontiuuauoe of tho inudidne, 

(8O0) 
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(ho peculiar erjthematotis exciicmoiit of the integument en- 
tirely faded away. 

In the earijr period of the eruption tlio roseate tint of the 
surface, retiriup; for a moment under the pressure of tlie fuiKor, 
masks the characteristic coppery hue ; but, aa it acf|uirefl chnm- 
icily, the color diminishes only in a slight degree, and Uion the 
true nature of the flffectioii is oiora distinctly deckrod. When 
it occupies tlie whole of tlie face, the abdomen, and other cxtcn- 
sive regions, it has very much tlie mottled aspect of incaslcBj 
and it then comes out in circular or crescentic LilotchcN, in uii- 
accompanied by constitutional symptoms, and w free from ilrh- 
tug: Again, it vill appear on one jiarl of tin: i>kin, imO, after a 
short period, — say from eight to ten days, — will vaninh, iiud 
show itself at quite a distance in some other ili^triet; thus mi- 
grating from spot to spot, and exhibiting its dusky shinlii k!*]h>- 
cially oil the lower extremities, vhere the cutaneous vupilluriuK 
are more readily congested than clsewliorc. 

Not infrequently, instead of a coppery rod, llio eruption 
assumes a yellowish red, constituting the snlmon-culored Hkiii, 
aud, as the disease lessens, there is a moderate epidermic oxftr- 
liation. The integument will present a grayitih tint, wliitrh i» 
duo to the partially-detached scales of eiiiderniia riKlliiK on a 
dark red ha&e. To the eye it seems elevated above tli« adjui:niil 
sound skin ; but, if tlio fingers are passed along the Hiiifiiun, no 
elevation can be perceived. Tlie skin feels nearly tw hinonlli 
and even to tlie touch as in health. When the oriiptinii luriiiU 
nates it leaves a peculiar dingy stain {macula xyjihiHtiiu ),m\iWM 
lingers for several months before it is cntinJy "liii'ii"). 'I'hii 
spots prcbent variations in the intensity of line, ri'orii Linn* tt 

time, during the progress of tlie disease; Inil, Imwaiv Iii<i|i 

and well marked tho discoloration may bo, It nlwiiyn Im h* I|ih( 
bright scarlet which belongs to simple rojieola. H<;iiia|lpniw it 
assumes the annulate form. This variety, Imwor.tr, )■ innxiMt: 
mon. I have met with two instances, both in fi-riwluitj nnM ut 
■whom, a noted actress, was of a full, plcthorle Imbll, ami oitf; 
fered several weeks from the eruption. It ow:n(itni) [|iii iiint* 
and chest principally. Tlie ihucouh tiii*ii<i« wuro imnftiixlittl, 
The other was tlmt of a respectable marriod lull/, Infiuiln^l lijr 
her husband, and sHfTering from [iriraary uonm nt Ihn mind lima, 
The cruptiou appeared upou tho &ce, iiock, and axlroHillia*^ 
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and several niontliB elapsed bcroro th« woman was curod of 
eillii'r furm uf complaint. 

Boacola sj-pliilitJca sometimes prcseuts a puuotate form, in 
which tlic rulliciilAr con^^iriies uf capillary ve»teU is oougested. 
Tliu ^ulxjccipiUtt aitil other cervical lytiiphatio gUnds are luu- 
ally swolloa iu cases wliore this cutaneous affection ii< Bpread 
over a large extent of surface. Tlic sutloriferous pores aro also 
prominent, and the 6«bacoous follicles obstmctod by a dry sor- 
dea, contitsting nio!>tly of epidermic particles. The skin is iu an 
unperspirable state, or, if covomd with ineousiblc f)orspiration, 
it e:iliales a peculiarly disujrrceable odor. This latter idea is 
denied by some writers, but I tliluk it Is fouitdod iu trutlt. 

Diagnosis. — From the preceding description, which embraces 
the leading features of true roseola syphilitica, it would seem 
that the diagnosis caimot be surrounded by any great diSicultj; 
and yet well-marked examples of the malady have liecu mis- 
takou, ill the oarly Staines, fur rubeola. Au iustaiice of the kind 
occurred wilhiu my observation not long since. The person wa» 
a married woman, who, as woU as her husband, denied ever hxv- 
iiig had any venereal byraptoms. After tlie oniptiou l»ad existed 
for Boveral weeks, Dr. Salter and myself were called in consul* 
tation. The posterior cervical glands were enlarged ; the mu- 
cotis membrane of the mouth was inflamed, and upon it were 
several small ulcerated palehes ; tlicro wus great constitutional 
debility. Not wilb standi ug the parties donicd the existence of 
primary specific disorder, either past or present, the culaneona 
aH'cction, which covered nearly the entire eurfaco, was now sof- 
5eiently distinct in cliaracter not to be confounded witli ikuj 
other oxuntheui, especially when considered in counectinn with 
the other concomitant circumstauces. The |iatient had never 
before been troubled in this manner. Several montlis passed 
before her recovery. 

In rubeola the abnormal conditions aro of an acute form 
from the commencement of tlio attack, and reach their acme 
rapidly. Although the efflorescence of tlio uit«giimcut in 
measles and in roseola sypliilitioa may present a simiUr aspect 
to the eye, it shonld be remembered that in the latter disease — 
tlie coryzft — the jjiofuse aerous discharge from tlm eyes, the 
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coagh, the Ftieezingf Um qiudc 
cbilU and fever, which exbt in 




Tbeatmest. — If ftnj Mxnie 
seldom tbo (act, a mild uitipUogtstie traOMat, paaaed lira 
few- dkj-s, will yiibdue ih«tn. The »im|Je waam fciA AnU W 
daily admiimtered, or a bath eonttiainp mlphurei of potaA 
ID the proponion of two otinoes to tliirtf gt&oos of wuer. Tla 
tberapeutic benefit which caa be derind from wm ►*«*"tc 
and warai-water douclies, as powerfn] raeans c^ Emulating the 
cutaneous vessels to health*- action, will in tl>e g«n«r«litT of 
cases be manifest i» a satisfactory manner. The occa»iotial use 
of eoap with tho bath wilt be serriceable. In many instances, 
where this simple Taricty of disease is pment, minute pallets of 
hardened epidermis and sebaceoum matter form at tlie orifices of 
the sudorifcroUB tubcB, and impart to the sur&oe a peealiar 
roughnesn. Tliis dry scurf has a couslaiit tendency to acctimn* 
late ; and to obviate Uii^ bathing, with liberal friction, should be 
faiUifully attended to. The gelatine bath and bran bath are 
Bometimes recommended. Of course there is no objection to be 
urged agAinst their eoiplovineiit if the patient choose to try 
them ; but I am not aware tliat they po&scss any special virtues 
not inherent in the other modes of purifying and exciting the 
external surface. 

Moderate saline evacuants, combined with tonics, and a 
generous diet, QS|K)sure to a pure atmosphere, and regularity 
in tho habits of the patient, is all that will be required at this 
crisis by way of constitutional treatment. 
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The chronic raricty is extremely iirono to make successire 
iDTasioos. Prom llm time oiio crop of papules has b&cii sub- 
dued, not many luonllm will i-Upsu before another will Ijc very 
likfly Xa show itself, milesx iho treatment )ms been foilnwoJ up 
wilboul iittermpliou or abatemont for »evi>rul wreks after tliu 
skill has liecii restored to a nui-uiul coiiditioii. In rcgiiril to the 
obstinacy of the attacks, sometliiiig dcj>eiids upon tliu poHud 
that has iiiterv(;ned botvenii tbn primary aifcctioii ami the con- 
stitutional symptoms. If tlio former bare been recently cured, 
the eruption will prove less intructablc than iu thoso ca»es 
■whero u long inturvul has passoii between iho primary and 
consecutive disesisc. TIiq treatment pursued, Uie sluto ol' the 
system, and tlic habits of the patient, are likewise so many con- 
tingent circuaiHtaiices which will loore or loss iiitluoiico the 
persistence of the eruption ; so that nothing very deliiiite can 
lie predicatod on this point. 

In passing lliu 5ngcr over the affected portiuus of skin, the 
papulots will fe<:l perfectly solid, like so many »hul, ur like millet 
seeds. Tli<3y are known as lichen. Wberu llivy nro airanficd 
in clusters of various dimcnsiojis, they arc ienominnVid licb fit 
corpmbosus ; where tlicy appear separately, tUey are termed 
lichen dixseminiUu 3. FrofoHBor WiUon makes still oUicr vari- 
eties, according to tlie j)arliQiilar mode of dovolopment ; but 
these siibdivif-ioiis 1 do mtt regard as very important in tliia 
connection, and for the suka of avoiding confusion 1 slmll uut 
iiitruducu tlicm here. [Plate II.] 

Ducsosis. — Tlic erythematous blush with which tlio mu- 
cous membrane is suD'nsed, and which Is ofleii liie foresti iidow- 
iug of the ulcers that iiirade it in constituUotial syphilis, is 
associated with the papular dovelopraciit now innb;r considcr- 
fitiun. Tho f>(»[idulous %'cU of the palato, tbo uvula and fauces 
generally, including the toimils, are usually inflamed. The 
conjunctiva i» likcwi:^e deeply rcdderieJ, and the lids more or 
lesB tumefied. Tho breath is diagusllngly ftetid, and tliu lingual 
papilla are elongated and turgid. These symptoms are avail- 
able as so many well-known signs or aids which wo can briiin to 
our ttssislunco wliou we are about to furm a diagnosis as to the 
character of the complaint; and it would seem lliat the abnor- 
mal uondiliun uf tlio ceveral ]>arts of tbo mouth and mucoufl 
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membrane of the eyelids, joined to the phenomeoa spread out 
U|>oii llic 6ii]>orQcie» of the trunk and limbs, could itut fail to 
coiiduct the mind of Uio medical observer bright; for Ibese 
oppcaraiices do not exist in aiij non-sjiecifio disease. The 
praclitiuiier »liould never neglect to make a careful exaiuiuation 
of the moutb and throat Lwfore coming to a decision in regard 
to the nature of tlie cutaneous diHonlcr. 

B; an easy transition ths elevated papules of tichon, ih each 
of the varioties which it prosonts, may pass Into tho tuWrcuIar 
form, which ih one of the mo^t cummon and iiui>urtaut of all the 
syiiliilodeiinata. Very often llie papules are seen in couijiany 
with pustules, tubercles, or g()uamiG ; or ttie patieut may present 
hiuisiilf wiilt the types of nearly all the Eyphilitio eruptions npon 
him. The lichen is fpoqueiitly associnted with iritis, noctiinial 
pains in the largo joints, or willi some other manifestations of 
constitutional i<yphilis. Occasionally, it arises as an accompani- 
ment of the primary syuiptoms, and, in such ca^cs, is apt to 
awaken a febrile disturbance for a fuw days. Sometimes it 
attacks the prepuce of the mule, or the vulva, oriHoe of Ibe 
urethra, or eliluris ol the fismale ; the oslcnial surface of the 
Inltiu is also l'rei]Uontly dotted over with this uriiption. Wheo 
sctitcd on the organs of generation, it will sometimes excite 
considerable irritation and soreness of the part£. In some 
int<tances the papules influmc, and minute ulcerations appear 
iipon tliiiir apic^'s, which soon liouuint! covered with dry, delicate 
scabs or incrustations. When developed upon the extremities, 
or u[iuii the inforior portion of the abdomen, this eruption has 
liceu erroneously supposod to he a Eyphilitic form of ituli; heucQ 
the nanio of saibies vctierva, mentioned hy some of the older 
wnters. Although thom is no such malady as venereal itch, 
we oecasionally meet with iho vesicles of simple eczema 
mingled with the papules of syphilitic lichen. 

Tho KuhuiioiJ papules are more frequently present in the 
adult tluui nuy other form of syphilitic disease. In the infant 
they are not often observed. Wlion tho affection is developed 
upou the fuco, llie iunuuierahle pimples impart to the couu- 
teuaiice a dark, cupreous, shining and ludicrous appcaruioe. 
When it i.<( confined chiefly to this locality, it is often ex- 
ceedingly dilHcuU to ascertain it« real character, so far as our 
dependence fur proof is placed upou tlie eruptiea iteelf; aud 
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the moBt practised eye will be tinable to identify the disease as 
syphilitic or otherwise. Especially will this be true if it hare 
passed into the RtjeiaRious condition. The shrewdest practition- 
ers have fAllen into error in thoir diagnnsis. So difficult is it 
to arrive at the truth, tliat Acton does Jiot jilace any confidetice 
in eytdence derived from the state of the skin. Hu and sevei-a] 
oilier 8\irgeor»B oiico made a mistaico, in coiiBequeoce of which 
he has inserted the following sentence in his vork: "This ease 
led me to trust alone to concomitant symptoms, and I deter- 
mined never to characterize a papular eruption as syphilitic 
unless it was oltetided with other well-marked symf)toras, such 
as psoriasis palmaris, sore throat, or mucous tubercles." The 
same intelligent writer relates an instance in which his distin^ 
guished mat^ter, Kicord himself, came to a wrong concluHon, as 
was proved by tliics suhsequont history of the symptoms, and by 
the treatment of the patient. At the time Ricord examined 
him, he had, along with other BUspicious symptoms, psoriasis 
palmaris, etc. ; but, bccauBo no evidence of a former chancre 
could be obtained, Uicord, true to his loug-cherished hut falla- 
cious theory, pronounced that the diseaso vqa not EyphiLitie. 
Acton treated it succesEfiiliy with mercury, and regarded it as 
Tcnereal. 

After the healing of a chancre, the cyphilitic taint will remain 
in a latent state for many years, without disturbing the healthy 
condition of the system in any way, and thou maiiifeBt its 
presence and its epecilic action in a very feeble manner upon 
eome [jortiou of the f<kin, iiBuatly the face. It commeucei) with 
a small patch of hard, dull-red papulae, located upon one cheek, 
or upon one of the temples, where it lingers for many weeks, 
perhaps, without betraying any disposition to spread, sumo of 
the paputc9 gradually passing into a pustular state, and some 
of tliem buiitg covered with Pfjuamie, without assuming the 
usual pustular character. Otiierwiso, the Gntiro gurfacQ looks 
perfectly healthy. This innguificant diw;, perhaps not an inch 
in diameter, may coiiBtitute the only external manifestation of 
the expulsive effort of nature to relieve hersolf of the '• peccant 
humor," which she has, until now, retained within her pre- 
cincts with impunity. Th« syphilitic features of the eruption 
are generally well developed in those minor patches, amid the 
trodsitioue which tliey undergo. During the coiitiuuaiico of 
2T 
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Uiis trifiing cutaneous affbction, a moriiid stntc of ttie buoc&l 
mucous momltratic very commonly coi'xisls. On examination, 
the fauces will he found swollen and of a ptirpUsh hue, but 
porliaps givin;^ tlie iiitliviilual no trouble. The medical ottund- 
ant, however, will need a reliable history to aid liini in the 
diagnosis, Tlioye cases occur with considoniblo frequency. 
Tho therapeutic principles, upon which Uie most succcK^riil 
treatment is based, are abundantly eimple. Every day's cxp<!- 
rienco, as realized both in public and private practice, bears 
testimony to this. 

If Uie lichen be acute, and appear as an accompaniment of 
primary symptoms, it cau generally be ameliorated or entirely 
subdued by means of plain warm-water baths daily adminis- 
tered ; or what is termed the emollient bath may be used in its 
stead. Tliis is prepared by pouring four quarts of Iiuiliufi; 
water upon two quai'ts of wheat bran, and, aiter allowing it to 
etaiid for half an hour, let it be added to the bath. In the 
acute variety of the papular syphilide this will ho found par- 
ticularly bensticial iu allaying any irritability of Uio skin or 
any inflammatory action, either local or constitutional; will 
rarely fall to mitigate the eruption, and to keep at bay any ten- 
dency to its increase. The sulphureo-gelatinoua bath is also 
valuable. It will Ijo found preferable to the artificial Bar(?ges 
hatli, which is liable to occasion too great excitemeut iu the 
cutaneous vessels. 

The sulpbureo-gelatiuous bath is thus prepared : — 

R. Poiauii 5ul]>hureti, S>j- 

Aqus , Cong. xii. 

Add to thi»> solutiou : — 

lohthyocollfp lb. Q. 

Aqua: BullicntU SoIuUc lb. x. M. 

The potash bad bettor be omitted for the first few times, until 
the turgid condition of the capillaries baa diminished, after 
which it can be advantageously added. One or the other of 
tliesG baths, according to circumstances, should be cinplojod a« 
auxiliary to other antiphlogistic measures. 

In the acute variety of Uchea> there is usually considerable 
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deranEcracnt in the chylopoietic viscera ; and this state of 
tilings mu^t l>o rectified, otherwise the bkiii will remuia unint- 
proved. The Congress Spring water, under these circum- 
etanceg, frequaiill}' coustitutes a vuLuabla beverage for the 
palictit. It acts as an eflicicnt evacuaut on the kidneys or 
bowels, or both. I always probcribe it, ii' the individual oan 
afford the expense winch its u&e involves. It iB a capital tonic 
to the digestive apparatus, while it is suio, also, to act with 
energy and safety on the emuiictory sybtem.' 

The liq^uor ammonite ncetatis can likewise be employed to 
kdvaiit^e. It is an escelleiit diaphoretic ; and, prescribed to 
the amount of two or threo draclnns in a gill of warm, sweet- 
ened barley-water, tliree or four times in the day, will prove 
grateful to the patient, and will allay any existing febrile 
action. Quiotude and a blund diet should be enjoined. These 
simple niciisurcB comprise about all tlie tlierapcmics which the 
case will require at this stage, and will constitute tliQ best 
prejiaratory steps to any subsequent trcatmeat which the cou- 
diliou of the individual may demand. 

Should the eruption aH'cct a chronic type, the sulphurct of 
potash ball] will be fuuiid beneficial, in conjunction with the 
moderate internal employment of mercury. When the papules 
occupy die fnce, the patient is always anxious to be rid of tliem 
from thnt locality, and ho will not be content unless £ome top- 
ical niGuns are proscribed for tins purpose The fullowiug 
ointmunt may be employed at hud time : — 

H. Hydru-gyri DeiHo-Iodidi gr. j. 

pulveri* CamphoTn?, .......... gr. viij. 

Ungucnti Kosnrum, ^iu.M. 

A small quantity is to bo rubbed upon the discard patches. 

» 
* The fbllovring uc the rcsultj olitmned from mi nnalyxis of the Congrcai 

water, lu re|)orti.'d by Sir Humphrey l>nvy and Profeuor FarodAy : — 

R. Chloride of Sodium 38.5.44 g». 

Hydriodaieof Soda, 4.02 " 

Carbcmftte of Lime, 116.00 " 

Carbonule of Muj^iPfia, 56.80 " 

Oiude of Iron 64 " 

Carlionntp of ScmJi, . .' . , 56 " 

Hjdro Bromaicof Polaah. a trace, .... 00 *' 
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Tf it produce much smarting, tha proportion of the dento- 
iodido must bo losseuod. and ils applicatiou roiHjated ererj other 
night orilj. A modorutoljr gtimulaliiig impressiou oa the skia 
is uU thttt is ruquisito with a view to acoomplisli ttio absorption 
of tho ptipules. Tho iodido uP sulphur oiutmeat is eometimea 
%a olToctivo local romodj in these cases. 

M> Sulphurin Intlitli, Qj, 

Pulveria Cftmphone, •••■gT. vj. 

Ulei Bcrj^omoUc, 

" Lavondulit, iO, gtt T. 

Ungucnd HoBUiim, $ j. ML 

This preparation can be Rubbed upon the papules everj 
niglil. A di'ochm of the iodide of sulphur to two ounces of 
unguent may ha prescribed, if it is not to be employed upon 
tho face. 

Tlio tarn^intmont has been found benefioial. Mr. Acton ad- 
vises tlmt Hie patient nib [ho affected parts daily with it, and 
recomuiciids that he do not cliaiige Lis linen. By so doing ho 
lives in au atiuosphoi-e of tar. lu hospital pi-actico, such a 
coui'se cau be ptii'sued witliout difficulty, but vith private 
patients it wonlil not be convonient, 

Whcro the pimples show a dispo:jition to soften and to yield 
a moderate discharge, or to degenerate into small ulcers, I 
have gcnoruily found the subjoined formula answer the desired 
purpose. Sbuuld the disease be eituated upon tlie face, the 
applicaiion can be made without annoyance to the olfactories; 
wliei'caa die iodide of sulphur aud tUe tar^oiutiuout aro not 
agreeable. 

R. Olci BcritaniDUp, . gtL t. 

I'lumiii .\ccluli«, 9j, 

Uni^ueuli Hydrargyri NUmlie, . . . . ■ . , § w, 

" Cetacei Sj, M. 

FCMIGATIONS. — If the eruption assume an obstinat* dispo- 
sitiuEi, cinnabar fiunigncions will be of service. Mr. Langston 
Parker has Imd larj^e experience in tho use of several kinds 
of mercurial fumigations, iu tlie management of syphilitio 
affections, both primary and socondary ; ajid bis testimony in 
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dieir favor is ontitled to coneideration. nis plan i? to have 
tlio patioiit Bcatcd, uaked, iii a chair or box, with the head siid 
bee free, as in a coiniuuu sulpUur-fuuie batli. Tbe mercury is 
Tolatilizcd from a liii plate Liy llti^ lieat or a lurge spirit lamp; 
at llio )<aiitc time a currmit of stuuiu is conducted into tlio 
apparatus. Tlio ]]or<uiL ii^maius in the box Iwvuty or thirty 
mitiutcs. TiiG Itatli may ho i'i>puated ovopy second or third day. 
The treatment is not attended with any accidents, snch as 
diarrhoea or (salivation, and is as contain and ae little hiirtrul 
as any remedial course can possibly he. £veii iii priumiy 
phagedseniu aorus Mr. Parker does not liuaitatu to enijiloy these 
fuuiigutioiis. In regard to tlie merils of his practice with nier- 
ourial fuoiigations, in ordinary itietaiices of secondary aOiictions, 
there cait he no doubt; but in cases of phagodutiiic ulcurs, at 
any stage of the vcitcrral disease, 1 do not incline to iidvocate 
the adiiiinistrntioj) of mercury in any form, niaiiiier, or quan- 
tity To nic it Eocms to be a matter of doubt how the salutary 
influence of moist mercurial vapor is produced. Iloes the good 
effect ensue iii virtue of tbe absorption of the exceedingly 
miuute {urtioii of mercury witlcli is taken into the circulation 
Uiruu^U llio cutitiieoiis vcbsels, or is tho boiielit of the bath 
duo to the utiioiiiit of i><irdpiraliou which tlio process excites? 
Of the entire volume of mercurial vapor gouerated and diffused 
through the whole area of the box whicli tho individual is sup- 
posed to occupy, but a I'raclionul part is deposited on his person ; 
and it appears not iiuprohable that the aqueous vapor and the 
fluid of perspiralion must nocossarily tend to liiiidLu* tlie mer- 
curial Kubstaneu from gaini[ig free access to tho interior of tho 
system. And lliercfore tho ipiury suggests itself, is it the 
mitierul ugciit thut goes inio llie ntiimal ecoiiumy, or tlio 
vcnereul poison that go(;s out tliruugli tl]c medium of cularieoiis 
cxlialalioti, that coiiiers the benefit? 1 am led to tlicse remarks 
becau^ 1 have wittieswd gratifying results from tho protracted 
usoof sulpliiLr-funie baths, combined with aqueous vapor, or with 
dry lieut, at a temperature of one hundred to one htnidred and 
ten (iegrce». Tho simple, unmedicated vapor-butb, aduiinistered 
to persons suffering not only from papular hut from various otliur 
forms of cutaneous eruptions, uxvrts a highly buncficial in- 
fluence. Tbd stimulating and tonic nctioii of tlio vapor of 
sulphur, comhmcd witli beat and moisture, agrees, I am certain, 
27- 
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with indolent sores aud ulcerated surfaces generally, whctlier 
tonere&l or not ; and tlio use of »uch baths can hardly ever be 
ill-Utned, provided the iodividual has sufficient rigor to go 
tiirough tlie process without fatigue. In pnrelj" papular or 
squamous alTuvtioii^', tlio remedial agency of lliu batli i« scarcely 
less remarkable. But to secure it« best effects, a high, moist 
tciD)>cratiire is requisite, in order to induce a copious per&pi- 
ratioii for an hour or two every day, or every other day, as tlie 
physical condition of the patient may be. If, in tlie admiuistrap 
lion of the Ijath, any circumstance should transpire to prevent 
free pcrspiratiuu, little or tio beiigfit will be realized from ite 
employineiit, howuver it may he modicateil, whctlier vitJi 
Gulphur or oiiy mercurial preparation. In hundreds of In- 
slana's I have tested the value of the sulphur-fiime bath and 
the iiimpte vapor-hath. As curative moans of decided efficacy, 
when em|)loyud as auxiliary to internal romcdics, they can be 
administered in nearly all cases where the patient is not latmr- 
inj; under any acute or fehrile symptoms. The practitioner will 
Gnd tliem a grciit liclp in restoring and maintaining the healthy 
fiinutioiis of tlio whole cutaneous Eiirfnce, and thus cnndticiiig to 
the cure iif thcj local disease. The ssiiue is true in regard to tlie 
artidcial siilphureouij water-bath, with gelatine dissolved ia it 
Cold f^ca-buUiing, in relation tu which patients often make 
iiii^uiriofi, is Boldom adiriissiUu. Wariu sea-baths, on the con- 
trary, generally promote the improvement of the syphilitic 
invalid. 

I am inclined to the belief that nearly or quite all the benefits 
attriliuiL'd to nioi'ciirial fumigutinns can, in a majority of cases, 
he realized from the use of either of the other baths that have 
been alluded to. Bofuro dinriiissing this subject, I must, in 
justice to Mr. I'arkcr, insert a few particulars touching tJia 
method of employing the mercurial vapor-haths, to which I haro 
no olijcf'tiiiiis. to otl'er. If the circumstances of the patient will 
pertnit their use, they can be prescribed as a safe means of 
ameliorntiiig or curing various consecutive symptoms. "The 
patient is placed on a chair, and covered with an oiled cloth, 
lined with flannel, which is supported with a projier frauiework. 
Under the chair are placed a copper bath, containing water, and 
a mctiil plalo, on which it put from one to three drachms of the 
bi-sulphurot of mercury, or tho same quantity of the gray oxide 
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Or llic binoxidc. Under each of these, a spirit lamp. Tlio 
patiutit is thus exposed to the inHiieiii^^ nrthroo ageuLs, — heated 
air, common steam, and tlia vapor of mercury, — whicli is thus 
applied to lliu wiiolo surfaKu of tlm bi>dy in a moist atato. After 
tlie putieiit lias remained in tliu bath from fire to teQ minutes, 
perspiraliuu generally commences, mid hy tlio end of twoutj' or 
thirty miiiiitcs, bcyoud which I do not prolong tlio bath, it is 
geooraily excessive, Tlie lamps are now removed, and iho tem- 
perature ^^adiially allowed to tsink. Wlicii the patient hoit bo- 
coma luoderateljr cool, the coverings are removed, &,iid the Iwdy 
rubbed dry ; the patient U siilTered to repose in an ai-in-chair for 
a short time, during vhii^h he drinks a cup of warm decoctioa 
of guaiacum and sarsaparilla." 

The use of the dilute nitric acid will he attended with favor- 
able cflect^. lu all stages of the complaint it will be found 
serviceable, hut particularly so in the chronic; and it may bo 
adminiptoreti for several weeks in succession, according to the 
aauexed formula : — 

R. Aciili MiriDJ Dilnli gtt. xix. 

Syrup! Aurontii, J ij. 

DeciKtionUSajMiiariff jxij. 

M. Tim above is nutlideiit fur one day. 

In the sypliililic ward of the Royal Free Hospital, London, 
Dr. Marsdcii has, fur more than twenty years, treated socoudary 
eruptions by tbe admiiii.stralion of iitomacliiu and tonic reoiedies 
atid good diet, coujo'incd with the following : — 

K. Antimonii Sulphureti, 

PutonsiP Nilrutis, ufl 5 V, 

Suljihurii Kublimoti, J iiss. M. 

Of this powder, the dose is thirty-fire grains, niglit and morn- 
ing, in synip or molasses. The London Lancet * states that this 
plan oflrciitnicut has been pursued in tliousands of cases at tha 
above charity, and the most gratifying results have been ob- 
tained. Tbe medicine is to be persevered in for some weeka 
after the cutaneous alTection has died away, I havo made only 

•Of June 27,1857. 
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one fair trial with thia remedjr. Tbo patient iras a married 
woDuin, twciiiy-uine ^oan old. 8Uo liod bad syphilitic lichea 
ou tlie face, body, aiid eitremiUea, sereu weeks before slie ap- 
plied to me. Tim ubovt] puwdor was tbe only remedy prescribc-d. 
Tbe eruptiaii di»uj»|)oiirod in six weekit, and did iiol i-eiuni. The 
powder was continued in reduced quantities for tax w«e)ts aftcr^ 
wards. The patient resided in the country at the time, lived 
well, uud hud tlie benefit of wholesome air. Her goucral bestth 
bad not suffered from syphilis. 

In cases O'f peculiar obstinacy, which resist tho action of the 
foregoing medicines, the bichloride of mercury, to the amount 
of on&tenth of a grain twice a day, should be pre&Gribed iu con- 
junction with tonics. 

For the purpose of presenting tlie mode nf treatment more in 
detail, and at tlio same time bringing forward an inslance to 
show tiiat tbe same venereal eruption may hare a variety of 
color in diflfcreiit regions, I tiauscribe from my note-book tbo 
following case. It will be seen tiiat it offers one or two other 
points of interest; the first is, the lightness of the primary 
disease. The putiuiit had chancre, but no inguinal cnlargoment 
that ever attracted his attoiitjon. In tho second place, there was 
an uncommonly long interval between the cure of tbe Original 
accident and thu inanlftistatioii of coui^tttutional infection ; aiid^ 
lastly, lliis total ahsejicc of the copper color upon tbo face, and 
its ilcvukipniuut upon tlio Uiwer extrcmitic^. 

October 20. — N. H., a young medical gentlomnn, consulted 
me for iiu {irn prion, which apjioared upon the limbs and else- 
where, alwnt eiglit months ago. It came upon the legs lirst. 
The malady on tlie fauo is now a wcll-defnied lichen } is not 
blended with any other aObction, nor is it modified by any local 
applications, for none have been used. Tho faco has the appear- 
ance of being ^liglitly freckled ; that is, very ^mall, yellow ajKits, 
with their <jiilliiic's not wuil marked, are scntlercd over tlie fur^ 
head and cheeks, whfte liio papules are moi't abundant. Tbo 
pimples about the nose are ffli-tiier advanced than tbe rest, and 
are covered upon tiiC summit with an epidermic scale. They 
are nil dijitiiicl, and are elevated very pLTcepilbly above tho 
adjacent integument, but ara dosLituto of tlio coppery hue. The 
palms of tliu huiidti are dotted over with the same eruption. 
Hero tlio papules appeared eubtioquently to tliosQ on tliu foco. 
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Those on the palms arc larger than the others; are perfeclly 
hard under the epiJermb, wliich is Bomowlmt broken, and every 
fire or six days is cast off in Email, micaceous exfoliations. 
The integument here is also free frmn any coppery tings. 
The hands present an af)[)earance similar to that seen in the 
comiiicncGcaeiit of psoriasis paluiaris. Tho arms are ^tightly 
implicated ; but neither is there here any cupreous Ijue of tho 
surface. Tlic \Qgs were uoxt exniiiitied. On those the disoaso 
first displayed itself, and the general aspect of the integuuiciit 
here was decidedly of that dirty, boiled-ham color, ivhich, when 
present, is so juslly regarded as almost uneqiiiTocnl cvidQiico 
that its peculiariiy is duo to a Bpeciiic cause. Along the belly 
of the gostrocnemii muscles, and farther downwards, were some 
eight or ten round, deep ulceratio"8, which had penetrated 
through tlie derma and cellular tissue; Eonie of thorn were 
covered with tliieic brown crusts (cetliyma), bolow wliich, on 
pressure, a small deposit of fluid could be detected. Other 
pustules or sores were less protected by scabs, and yielded 
a foul sauious disebai-ge, perhaps Bome hsilf-donen drops Irum 
each in the conrse of the day. None of Uie Bores were larger 
than a dime, and were all luiprotected by any dressing or 
covering except the Irowsers. Tiioy had been in nearly the 
e&nie conditlou for several mouths; so buid the patient. Some 
of tho papules on tlio Icf^^ retained their orig:iua]. frank, liche- 
noid character; but llie greater portion of liiem had growu 
into good-^ized tubercles, or had advanced still farther and 
had Ijwuiiie lubcrcufu itlceran-lia. Tho young man was pale 
and thin; he stated that his flesh and strength had of late 
greatly diminished; ho could walk but a short distance with- 
out latigue and being obliged to rest ; he complained of 
dyspepsia and constipation ; lie consumed large quantities of 
tobacco both in chewing and smoking; sat up late at night, 
and roHO at a corresponding late hour in the morning. Ue took 
but two meals during tho twenty-four hours. There was an 
unnatural sound in his voice, as if tlio calibre of tho air-poft- 
gages were obstructed by tenacious mucus, which gave a hoarse 
rfilc ill the upper part of the trachea when he spoke. The 
fauces were swollen and deeply reddened. The patient n> 
marked that he had for several months been troubled with what 
he stippofcod was bronchitis. The right testicle was enlarged 
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TA. — S. H. eiSli ^li ^Mted ay opisiM] of his 
ke ■■ ravia^il IB fi«v Uf ora. He m- 
tobeaoo^UL I sUled 
Here- 
1 aAeicd to mj po- 
Ir lie bad a 
I » taw dBfu. iDd tfaat be bad 
' a 4kw ftva As Ihb k hnU, to tbe xinx when 
Be tedk bo mercunr for 
He vas aupcised al Bf fiafaods^ atui it was 
he acqueaced tn it ; he hoverer jiddcd with 
cf mind. BEe k»d great confi- 
' cf mercurr to care all tonus of venereal 
nqsested ibat il mi^t eotkstitate a leading 
twrn-f ~a dK reae^ial aidministfatHHi, vith vhicfa tbe treat> 
B> ' ' ~'-<l caameaot. To tbts I sav no objectioo, and tbe 
to - .- 'AXirMf ras adopted : — 

" JiMiri., i^ gtiig. 

. — te» pSI nofBiBg and wmeaBg, AteCy mftcr Mtiag. 

I solution of lartratc of iron aud potassium, according to 
(In He—i la already pven, Ite took two drachms three timea a 
^ :: k «at« bath ererf oth«r night. 

Jkt a« external applicatioa to itio face, be used, partly fit hit 

4«w imyiitiniii I tli« fullowiiig preparatiou : — 

Ifr $W»bwvi iMlidi. 91}. 

l\l\«ni CVBpbonr, . gr. t. 

Mtm »«^uMM» 8:tL vj. 

b^l<MMib XoMrun, Sj> M. 

Tkpk ^uotiC WU8 advised to reTolutionize liis lialiitsf tlittt ia, 
tit NUN IV bod at a more seasoiiablo hour; to rise oarly; to 
taka t^M* MMb a day, iiistead of two, and at regular hours, 
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like other people ; to havo a generous diet, snd to abstain from 
tobacco : all which he proraised to do. 

The above ferro-mercurial course was continued for about 
three months, la two wi:cks an amendnient in tlie conslitu- 
tioual condidoBi of tlio youiij; man was quito appurctit. Ue 
had a more vigorous appetite and better digestion ; bis strength 
improved, and lie begiiu to gain in flesh. Tlio cutaiieons dis- 
ease did not change for tiie bettor until the tliird week from 
the commencement of the treatmoiit On two or three occa- 
BionB tlie gums becamo slightly tender. The pills wcro accord- 
ingly intermitted for fivo or six days, and then retinmed. He 
contiuucd bis avocatioufi most of the time as usual. Fortu- 
nately, no appearance of Llie ekin upou the face or hands be- 
trayed any specific coloration arising from the disease. The. 
eruption on tlie palms disappeared tirst, then that on the arms, 
and lastly that on the lower limbs. On the latter the cliarso 
teristic copper-colored stains remained for a long period, but 
finally fndcd awoy satisfactorily. The unavoidable exposure of 
the patient to all states of weather during tlio winter moutliB 
was calculated to retard the removal of tlio papules and tuber- 
cles from tliQ face ; Eind it was not uiicil tlic inild weather of ihu 
following spring, tliat the iiitegtiiueut of this unprotected region 
was restored to its noi*mal condition. The orchitis was not very 
troublesome. It would continue for a week or two, and then 
subside under the influence of moderate doses of the iodide of 
potassium, rest, and a suspensory bandage. 

A few words more relative to topical applications to syphi- 
litic lichenoid eruptions. If tlicy assume a chronic character, 
I generally select the iodide of sulphur ointment, as answer- 
ing all the purposes to bo gained by the employment of greasy 
substances, — a class of remedies, which we are to avoid if wa 
can, but which we arc glad on some occasions to call to our 
aid. 

Where the eruption is slight, the subsulphate of mercury will 
frequently answer every desirable end, and will be moi-e agree- 
able to the patient than the iodide of sulphur. 

H, HydrargjTi Sul|ihBtiH FUvi, 9j. 

Unguenti Roearum, Sj. M. 

While applying any of the ointments, the utmost care should 
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be observed to keep the diseased snrfaM in a cleanly state by 
llio use of warm bi-an-walcr every day beroro the inunction. 

Stiinukting lotions will frequently exert a farorablo influence 
upon the pa[»uIo8, if applied in tho early stage and before tlicfr 
traiifiliun into tlic hki-ger prMininonoc», vlticli are, strictly speak- 
ing, tubercular. The annexed prescription in one of llie best: — 

M. nyiiargyn ChloriiU CorTOEivi gr. xij. 

AquiT Cnlngnn' 

SpirilQa Uectifloati, U, 5J- 

AquH* PonUnK, S ^. M. 

A liniiJl (]u«iitity a In t»» dabTied up«n the papulct tbree or fttur times in tha 
di]'. 

Tho nilro-nmriatic acid, properly diluted, makes a very excel- 
lent application. It will be borne, wnllioiit contplaiut, of the 
following etrongtlu and will in many m»tanccs promote the dis- 
persioa of the papules : — 

H. Aoidi Nitrin , 

" Muriutia, iA, 5 j- 

Aqon- Pontanii-, S ^'0- M. 

Lotion. — To be lanl two or three titncs duly. 

The oinlmciibj and lotiotis aboro mentioned are all about on 
a ]>ar with each other as to the resolvent power which they 
display ; and if tlie eruption should oceupy any part of (he face, 
the patient will not bo content unless some of tlieoi are en^ 
ninvnd. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 
SQUAMOUS STPHILinC ERlTPTrOTfS. 

These oonstitHte a very common Tarietjr of venereal nffeo- 
tiona. Tliey are met with in patieiiw, in whom the csisfcnce 
of any such taint would scarcely be EU$pcclc<l. In young sub. 
jects they are sometimes seen as an ignolilo inheritance Mr. 
Hunt, a distiuguishcd dermatolo);iEt of London, stales it as 
his opinion that a large jiorliou of sijuanious diseases belongs to 
tliia Epecinl category. Tito iion-mercurial treatment of the 
prim:irv i^yphilitic te^mi. vliich was somewhat Hie fashion of 
the times a few years ago — more so, at least, than at the present 
day — lias prohably multiplied the cases of hereditary syphilis 
to an extent of which practitioners generally arc not awiire. 
The skin of young chitiiren seems to bo more frequently the 
play-^round upon which this malady delights to revel in i(« 
Kccondarj- form, rather than to dwell among tho other tissues. 
But the squamous aCR-ctions are al^-o seen in persons of inaturer 
growth ; und the great dilBcuUy is to distinguish belwecu those 
that arc vcucrcnl and those that are not. 

The most salient features of tho squamous affection, whether 
we call it syphilitic pjoiiatis or sypliiliLic iL-pra, are tho forma- 
tion of dry, thin, dark-grayish lauiinse or scaler, reposing upon 
circular patches of dingy led skin. The scales differ entirely 
fi-um the while, silvery hue of lepra, vulgaris or ordinary psori 
asis. The diseased discs arc considerably raised and isolated, 
rather thiui confluent, and of a copper color. This is tho rnio 
in relation to color, atthongh. as in other stages and forms of 
Tenereal eruptions, wo must admit that there are exceptions 
to this law, in its application to the squamous eruptions. 

Mr. Green gives a good description of this complaint in tho 
following quotation: "Tlic squamvut forms of syphilids are 
generally so perfectly characterized hy tho coppery and some- 
times nearly Hack color of the eruption, by (ho t^oft, smooth 
28 cKU] 
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Anni^iar CrusLaceous Eruption. 
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m&ii wss m«rri(!i] U> a liuallliy vrumuu, wliu liad sufTered two 
miscarriogus. Ilu wii» uf iliiuiiiiitivc stutiirc, uiuacinted and 
fcobla ; could scarcely walk a liuiidrcd ro(\» ; Ills appetitd was 
miserable ; lie liad miicit troiitjle from con^cipntioii ; his tuiijiua 
wait coated; the puleo quo Imndrcd ; atid tlieri: was cxtrcmt} 
pallor of comitcuaiicc. There were sovoral s()iiuiuous blotcliu*! 
ou the faco, varying in size from that of a ten-cent piece to 
twice that bigness, and sliglilly clevalcd above the adjacent 
soimd skill. Suiue of lliem bad healed frum tlio ceiitro and 
prei<uiited aa aiiuulatu figure. Large |X>rtioiis of iiitegumont 
covering the body and extremiHos vero ouciipiod by the erup- 
tion ia different stages of duvulopintjnt. Tlic incjst siiigiilar 
aud intttrcstiiig specimens consisted uf uiuiular, tuborculc^cruis- 
taceoua patchu!!, uf viiriuus diincnsiinii;. One of these, siliinti-d 
on the right furc-ann. embraced witliiii its circuit nearly a third 
part of the integument of its dorsal a!)|)ect. It was produced 
by ttie union of numerous groups of tubercles, which had par^ 
tially eofloned on their summits, and yielded a very scanty puru- 
lent exudation, — the latter having desiccated into a thick, dark 
iucritstation. The area included within the ring had alt 
formerly been the i^cat uf the sumo dorungcd nclion, which, as 
the cniptiou healed, had u centrifugal tuiidcney; that h, as it 
got well in tiio central part, new tubercles would appi^ar, just 
outside tlio borders uf ihe cicatrix, which wideiiud in every di- 
rection ill nearly eiinai ratio, and which uow presented o reddish 
brown or vhiouB ihit. (Plata IJI.) 

Da the back were five or six morbid patches similar to the 
one repre&ciitud in the pluto. The fricliuii of the clolhing and 
that arising from lucumotJuu created in some of the di»eBsed 
localities couaiderablc irritation and discomfort, with ii copioua 
oozing of sauio-puruleiit matter. On the right buttocft there 
was one large patch, which interfered with any attempt at 
walking and with tlic usual nitLing posture. The legs aud arms 
were thickly covered with eruptiuu, which, in most Iiistuucos, 
took tiic annulate furin, and varied in sizo from half an. inch 
to tliricc that diameter, ^^unmous in some spots, in others 
tuberculo-cr liliaceous. On the entire surface there were some 
serenty or eighty of these soies. They produced no itcliing, 
but gave ribe to a most ofTenBivc cxbalutiou. Tlie patient had 
neglected to bathe for a long time. The sebaceous apparatus 
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want of nutritiou 
the intogumciiC not actualtjr implicated in tlie complaint was 
covered with dry, rough epidermis aiid other accumulated 
oxuvise. At times, during inclement winter weatlior, there liad 
been sore throat to a moderate degree. The patient was ox> 
tremely Teeblo and deispoiidiiig, aud van a 6]>0Qtack of great 
wreluhednetis. Ha denied erer haviug had primary syphilis. 
His father rcuiarkcd that be had cuusiUlvd somo of tlie must 
eminent surgouns and pliysiciaii^ in the United >>tale», both 
fit tho North and tlie South, and that tlio subject had oden 
been discitii^ed, and that no medical man who had examined 
hii: eon regarded bib case as venereal ; an idea wtiich the fathtsr 
socmod to endorse. 1 obtuiued a private interview on the Tol- 
loffiug day with the son. On this occasion ho acknowledged, 
alter a few evasions, that ho coiitraetud a gouorrlioea in New 
Tork two yearn previous to the apjieaiance of the cutaneous 
affection. Tlie case was now relieved of tlie tbitt veil that 
0%'erlmng it. The chain of evidence was strong and complete, 
aud my judgment aiid my course were unemb:Lrrass«d. The 
father, who was wuJtidg in another apartment, wa."* invited into 
till) cuuHiiUing room. I couununicatod to the parties tny opiaion 
that tlie malady was constitutional syphilis, having Its origin, 
probably, in urutbral chancre. Oreat dissatisfaction wa« maui- 
rested by futliLT and son, and the written opinion of tJie omi- 
aent snrgeoii al'ov^e referred to was presonLod as antagonistic 
to mine. I replied that the case wOs to mO as clear as the ligtit 
of day, uud lliat no naiucs or documents would induce me to 
change my position. Aflcr wasting about two hours in fruitless 
debate, it was agreed tliat Dr. Dale and Dr. J. Maisoii Warreu 
i^hould be ciiJIcd in coiisnltatiou ; and that, if tlieir diagoosis 
harmouized with mine, the docUiou should bo considered cor- 
rect aud linul, uiid that 1 should have tlie professional core 
of thf patient. The first part of tins arrangement was con- 
summated in a few hours; and after a tliorough cxojninalion of 
the young man, the two cousulling geutlomen corroborated my 
opiuiou. Xest luoriiing the father aud sun lout the cars for tlte 
piirptjse of again visiting tlie aforesaid eminent surgeon, and of 
reporting lo him our views in regard to tlie case. 

In communicacing our decision to this Burgeon, the p&Ueut, 
iu uoeordanca with my adviue, acknowledged that ho bad for- 
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merly been exposed to the inrectioct of primary syphilis, etc. 
The surgeon, perceiving at once tlie whole merits of the ques- 
tion, csclaiuaed, " I'liuiary syphilis ! primary syphilis ! you did 
not tell me that; the Boston doctors are right.** The last 
remains of Iho cohweh were now swept from the father's iiiiiid, 
lie returned tu Boston, and committed the eon to my care, and 
a course of troatmont was at onco inaugurated. It ctnbrttcvJ u 
period of two ycars^ nt the expiration of which it was brought 
to a happy termiuatiou. A hrief resume of wliat was done ia 
all chiit I propoHC to give. For a long time toitios constituted 
the hnvh of nearly all the internal I'cmedies; and prominent 
among theso was the potasdo-tartrato of iron, at the rate of one 
drachm per diem, in an infusion of ijuaMia. The appetite was 
soon quickened, the digestion improved, and an incrcuso of flueh 
becamo apparent in a few wcck^. By careful uttcntioti to diet, 
particularly tlio free mo of fruits, such as apples, pears, or- 
anges, aiid grapes, tiio normal function of the bowels was grad* 
ually restored, and was ca^ly maintainod. Ity the use of the 
sponge and slightly clilorinatod water, the faitliful wife kept 
the poor victim in a cleanly condition, until lie was able to 
endure warm-water balhs, which were sometimes impregnated 
with siilphurct of polasli, and sometimes unmedieated. An 
soon as he had gained a fair amount of strength, tlie pul»c 
having acquired considerahie volume, and the capillary circula- 
tion licin^ well established, ss sliowii by warmth of the extremi- 
ties, the iiso of the bichloride of mercury, iu pills, was added 
as auxiliary to tho fcrrugiiions solution. The daily quantity 
of the oxymuriate ranged from one-eighth to one-fourth of a 
grain, car» being takuii uot to disturb the normal condition of 
the mucous membrane or Balivary apparatus, Tho time for Ihc 
continuous employment of tho last remedy varied froul four to 
six weeks, generiilly folluwod by an interniissiun of two or 
three weeks. Given in tliis guarded manner, it appeared to 
act 03 a valuable ihrrapfiiitic adjunct to the other constitutional 
means, and not the slightest inconvenience was «sporieuccd 
from it. From tho moment the treatment waa instituted to its 
close no retrocession of symptoms took iJaoo, The progress 
towards a euro was indeed slow ; but it held the even tenor of 
It» way, until ufl evidence of the syphilitic contamination di^ 
appeared, so far ns relates to actual xymptoms. The patient, 
28* 
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who, from tiM befniifiiDg, carried out Uie 

ila iiiiiiuUNt detoiis liw Ktijojed oHiifiMl^ilt bnllh fcr 

Ik-ffidoa tlio rernodici sWre iD«titioDe<t. other suitable medS- 
ointM wuro vtaiAojcA, audi ka dilul« nitric acid, large libatkms 
of tlio ootDpouiid deoootion of MrBaparilUi, decoctiOD of yeQov 
doclt*root. ConijroM Kpring water at the /ouiUaitiy the tiacture 
of tbo roiiristQ of iron, llio citrate of iron aud quioitiv, ood- 
livor oil, Bfiotata of am iiioiiia, and Rinall (]uaiitities of the iodide 
of potHMiuni, lOK«tlier with tlii; iiro of variouB topical appli- 
AiicoH, already HuQiciontljr aIEii<l«d tu iii jirevious pages. Nor 
wiiN till) I'MiiofU ruvuUiiig from a ealubrioiis utmo»[>here and 
ngniMulilo uxvrcinu forgott«ii. Tho patiuiit took board a short 
dixLinioii from tlio city, mid, u soon mid as fast as his strength 
WDuld pnriuit, ho was daily oii tlie wing, making short excitr* 
•loiiH with Ilia frioiids, viaitiiig fa&hiouablo wat«ntig-plac«s and 
utliur iiolalilu louulitios. 

Ill iiinny vahos tho syplutodormata hnrc thoir disLiactive 
titiumotorH wotl iiiiirkud ; and tho oyc iliut is fainiliar with them 
oun riMHtgniKo thoir nigii ilicatioii almost as roftdil^ as oo6 can 
IaII lh<> luiiir of llio day by looking at tlio fnce of a waloh. On 
Oio wiiimij, tiioro are other cases, in which the eye is not 
aitlVinoKl- Tlio ntinJ ueoil* to consider tho rnarmi/e of ibe 
aijriii|iloins ixjUi-vtivoly, whether rt'vwalod to tlw orgsu of visioB, 
ar dtt)MiuhnK ti|Hiii the ^■iiui'ul vonditioii oTtlte iiati«Qt. or galb- 
on^t fhoii) his (M.-'t history. All Uie murocs of inior m a ri oa 
fjiould W vx[>loivd. Tho entire fswts iu the ease are as 
lift! to the |ii-aoiiiio4)er as tiwj are to a judge in 
lualti'r iif Jurisprtidoiioe. 

^Vh^H) wv an,' iiuaMe, vtth ail the astuttace ve 
nMUAd^ tv^ %ni\^ at a elev aud slitftcfcwy ^agaon 
nwi'iiuiivs paMii to iMereurr as a tost Tb» pomai «n 
ihU TwwuuMwdalioa rwts is this : if Ibe tt^fli— %• ' 
4b# UM<4kttM «U1 W iXAs k> nltev* it; if 
ft/OMM will b* lUbt* to fH worpr. tW 
W » liMaM «t<k iii|in to iW 
«n4iN(» wenit ayiM lh*tBfte«iA safecrari 
^brewMsaaace* d^ n^tw anl iImv Wa^yf. Zj 
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iDBtances, Iho usual avenues to the trutli being unavailable, 
mercury may be properly summoued as a witness, provided tUo 
general licaltl) and tlie condiUoQ of the person will warrant the 
experiment, and provided, alao, that oilier meo-ns liave tficn 
tried to iio goud purpose. On tlie other hand, it must he 
acknowledged that cn&cs exist iu which the mineral in qucetioii, 
evoii if adminieterod till the gyatem be absolutely saturated vrilh 
it, would afTord no clew to the real character of the complaint. 
It is not every syphilitic subject who can tolerate llio actioti of 
mercury in any form or quantity. 

The syphilitic pimple, which, ici the elementary form, is a 
papule or tubcrt'lo, niay terminate in a squamous disease, ex- 
hibiting repeated dcsqummalion of the epidcrma, in thin, flimsy 
scales. Sometimes the syphilitic spots are evolved in the form 
of squamae at the beginning of their appearance. They ocea- 
eionally thow a dispositioii to yiL-ld a very little purulent dis- 
charge; but 1 am inclined to believe tliat in a majority of in- 
stances, regarded as squamous, the lichenoid papule or the 
tubercle precedes the squuma, the latter couditiou bciu^ ciituply 
tlic secondary stugc of Lbo uruption. 

The true bquimious hlotcbos belong cither to psoriasis or 
lepra. Tliuy presejit tlieinselvcs as circular discs, perceptibly 
elevated above the adjacent bkui. arc of diUcreiit elzcs, from 
tlie fourth of an inch to aii inch in diameter, rarely accoiU' 
pAiiicil by any moisture from the morbid surface, and causing 
no ineouvenienee from pntritus^; ditVering in this hist particu- 
lar from ordintiry, noit-speeilic eruptions of the same order, 
wliieli are iilways a source of irritatiou and annoyance to the 
individual, even when only a vury limited portion of skin is 
implicated. 

The terms, syphilitic psoriasis and syphilitic lepra, as at 
present understood by dermatologists, are applied to one and 
the same disease. They dilTer, it is true, in the form of the 
patches which they exhibit, but not otherwise. The particular 
portions most coinmonly occupied are the scalp, the anterior 
surface of the body, the palms of the hands, and the soles of 
tlie foet. When the two last named are involved in these 
chronic, tiquamous inflammations of the derma, the scales are 
remarkably thick, corneong, dry, and brittle. The syphilitic 
equouuo are to be regarded as of an iuflammatury nature, 
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although the inflammation is of a low, subacute Irpe. Tb« 

UHiml cliamciurH of itifJaniniatorjr action, »uc)i as heat, paio. 
sniartiufTt biiniiu^, tlirobbing, etc., aro almoKt cntirclT' sbeeub 
Tho sanM is aubstaiitiultf true of other ^'vphiliHtcrmata. As we 
liavo already aeon, oao of the most remarkable peculimrities of 
tliem all is a deficient eeneibiUty of tho part iDVoUed in the 
disoftso, as if tho cutaneous nervous substance were dead, or 
had nearly lost its funutioual energy. And perhaps this ncr- 
70118 dofcctioii gives rise to oilier singular features that apper- 
tain to Tciicrcfll crnptioi)!!. 

Sometimes llie squamous afToetion cxlats on tho paltn.s of the 
hands as the only tuanifcstation of constitutional taint, and 
shows n disposition to extend in every direction from a central 
point, thim prcsutitiii|r nn annulate liguro. It is called psoriasis 
palmaris trntrijug-a, or rrifihrma pa/mare anmtlatum sypAiliH- 
cvm. Distinct and well-marked tubercles are often found aaso- 
ciat^d with llio sijuanxu ia diffbreut piu-ts of the aflfecled area. 
Occasionally tin; disordor is dovcloijed on the hack of the hands, 
and tlio ooiilral portion of the morbid surface presents a dart, 
livid hue for a long period, in consequence of enfeebled capil- 
lary action; and Uio scales which are detached from time to 
time nrc also of a Tory dark color, nearly black ; but, as ths 
process of euro adrancca towards completion, and the constitu- 
tional vigor waxes atroa^.'er, the inteji^imenl resumes, by slow 
degrees, its natural properties, and the abnormal color fades 
away. Tho malady deseribed as Irfjra ni^icans is proiiabljr 
nothing more than this lepra syphilitica, characterised by dark, 
rnligiuous squamgp. The Uotclies n-i^ume rarious luriuoua 
appoanuvccj or forms, vhicli are modificatiooe of fl circle^ or 
BOgaients of n cirolo. 

Ill &PU10 itihianccs tho scaly eruption is accompanied by other 
ootweculivo symptoms. The mucous membrano of the nasal 
ni>orlures and of the external auditory maatus, the eyelids, and 
mouth will exhibie marks of depraved action in ttio furm of 
nuall pustules, excoriatiouB, abmsions. or ulcers. Now aud 
then leprous »qn»mE» are seen on tlie face, or on the su{>erior 
poi'lion of the trunk, ni^soeiated with tubercles on iJie arms, 
while ulcerationn of Tarions extent occupy llio inferior extrcmi- 
Hvn. The?c Several coexisting phenomena indicate a serious 
impairment of tlie system, and uro rarely prosent unless tho 
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patient bas struggled for a very long iwiiuJ agaiiiEt Llm venereal 
poiaoii. When the squamEe appear ujion tlm sculp, tlie liuir 
usually fiitls uul, and il cuii stildum i>e restored to uiiy gruut 
extctiC III uoii-specific squaiuoua eruptions tlie jjiluus appa- 
ratus remains intact, or nearly so. 

TREATMENT OF SQUAMOUS ERUPTIONS. 

The constitutional treatment with mercury, recommended 
wlicro syphtlitiu lichen alTeuts a chronic type, is eqnally appro- 
priate ill Mjuuiaous dbeasos of specific orij^in. As tlicy urc sel- 
dom accompanied by inSnmmatory action of any grt-at amotuit, 
eitlicr local or constitutional, antiplilogisties are ]iut required. 
Tbeso Bqnamse cannot, in fact, bo subdued by guch ciicrgetic 
measures. MercurinU may bo administered witb a fiumewliat 
bolder hand than would bo alluwablo in a lidioiiuid ^ypliilo- 
dcrma. TIiu gums Bhould ho iiiudo, not absolutely soro, but 
quite tender, and tlie medicine bo griiiluatcd in qiiajilily so as 
Ui k<:op tlic gumci ui this cunditiixi until tlic culiiuuuus disease 
sliowE a disposition to dccliiio. If the system be property su^ 
taiiiod by a lull, iiLitritioiis diet, and tlio appetite eiicouiu'^ed hy 
tiic admiiiialnitiou uf ferruginous tunics, or hj quinino, or the 
iufuMuii of quassia, tlic paliout has iiotliiug to fear from a somo- 
wliat prolruclud u^o of mercury. Its depressing iuQneiico can, 
in nearly all instances, bo proveutcd, if the physician allow, iii 
COnneciiitii with it, a generous mode of living. To prescribe 
mercurial agonts, und at the samo tinio re&triel the putieut to a 
poor hill of fare, i(<, in my opinion, no way to cure him of con- 
stitutional syphilis. 

All the Libemlity which the digCHtivc apparatus can bear 
should l>o eliowK, iit order thai tbo system may be raided and 
preserved as near a healthy htaiidard an possible. In my osti- 
matiou it is of little avail to maintain a ceaseless wurfaro uguiniit 
tlic discmu, by tlio employment of potent rcinediL-s, wliile the 
pationt ia kept on a meogre allowance uf food. Wo nii^lit as 
well expert a :^liip to sail without wind, or & ruHli to grow with- 
out water, as to oxixict that syphilis can bo subdued by such 
treatment. The squamous eruptions being, like the chronic 
Tcnurcal aRbctions generally, of au asthenic character, there is 
u provaiUng tendency to cou&tltutioual debility, which wu aia tu 
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guird tgEinHt, To cheek tliii downward indioatioa wmt <f 
fectually, we must nutain the enaiiFai of Ae ^stein i^ fiwd at 
oiice nutritioiu ud M^ of digeitioii, end thus eonfor npon the 
nriouH organs, tiMuae, and flnide lUUtj to totagODUo tbo in- 
tmical principle that is hidden widun the pbynoal organiiatiott. 
Mitk wilt uiiiially agne with flie patient It oomee already 
co»ko(], and contains mich a combinatiun of SDimal and vegeta* 
bio (jualitica lliut no improTement can be made upon it. The 
putifuit may, at tiio Bamo time, require a difiuuble atimulant 
will) it ; and tlio pliysioiBU need not hesitate to allow the addi- 
tion uf half an ounce or so of the best brandy, or a still laiger 
qiiiintity of Slmrry or Madeira wine, to half a pint of milk, three 
or four tlnioa in tlie course of the day and night To endow 
tlio iiii]H>v(}rit<liod and infocted blood with more opulent qualities 
w also an cud wo accomplish by the liberal administratioa of 
fttrriiKinontt mudiciaoii; for it is a point now well OBtablished, 
thui, I'V tlio oxliibitioii of such remedies, the process of luema- 
ttisis in tliu economy is facilitated, and that, in the normal 
gntwih and duvclopmoiit of the blood, its characteristic corpua- 
rh>M nro augnu'ntod numerically; and hence the therapeutic 
vnliio (if vlialyl>outes, vhetbcr given in oonjunction with mer- 
curiiiU or vith the iodide of potas^um. 

Willi a vit'w, ulsso, of resi'toring the lost tone of tlie constitu- 
tion. tbt> cud-livt>r oil may, in many cases, be advantageously 
(in-scrilKnl in tli(.st>$! of two drachms three times a day, gradual^ 
iiu'ivn.-'injr ibo iluily i.)uai>lity to ton or twelve drachms, {Hovided 
it bo U)rnt> i)iiiotIy. It i$ somtMimos diflScult to reooodle tfaa 
i»Uhiku'I) Io ibo tin<»?iictf of the oil, e«~eu in the smallest amoont. 
Uiii lis saluiAty t'tlvcbs in t^harpenihg the appetite.uid promodng 
uutrition. and owrvoming in a good diegne the cachectic stase 
of llit< s,v<i(ou). aiv wvU known : aud its claims to cur oaafi- 
v'.>".uv. i;t tlio v>'ndition of thiu^ wd ai« now e«i£>derui£. ea»- 
i.t'i Iv •,iv>t;l-t<.\:. It is UMially retained quite well if »imfna- 
tctwi ui j\4'i' a'o. v^r ::; tho intusioa of iwpe- la diatrr-esi^ue 
taste CAU *'.^> Ic vV->»:vJ.A'«.i s*.'iuOThit by tf;e ai'ii:i':c. :f a 5iW 
j;v*;i!# oi" *ju:. t*y ^tf aii v-i" vtK'h it is more easlr cirisatiL 

,'v.:«v'* vV>*.;YyK v>i. — Aa articl-? "cvarbi thi* rite 3 
u;.f.:;;:.K; :\v; V,^ XI'. >". '.^U'^rti. a prK-iiv"a^ ciwmist it N-iW 
W'il. '.; '\jk> J:^M■a« i:su:w«i cooiSbieri^ ^iMurjier tad, 
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ftvop with practitioners, and in all probability is destined to 
become Hill muri: pujuilar as a tbcmjiciiiii; agent, ch]icciiilly 
for delicate feQiiilos, and otlior inOiviOnals wlio have gn-at re- 
pugnance to tlic oil. As a medicine its value is eqiiul to that 
of the hiltcr sulistancc. while it possesses the imiiortant ativaii- 
tagc of being in a great degree deprived of its nauseous prope> 
ties, and is tolerated by persons who cajinot endure the oil. It 
cotitaiiis ciglily-fivc per cent, of tlic latter. It caii bo swallowed, 
without muslioitling, in a litllo ewcetenod water. Used in this 
manner the invalid perceives little or uo taste, uor does it dis- 
turb the ftuLDUch like the uriiJc oil. 

Tho ji^lly will hu found most appropriate for those syphilitic 
patieuts who exhibit a inal-assimilativo diathesis and great omar 
ciatioii. 

Cod-liver oil has also been converted into a dietetic form by 
Mr. Lebngue, a cliocolaie-manufactiirer of London." It is com- 
bined with chocolate in the jiroportion of four ounces to tho 
pound. The cakes are dividtid into small tablets, each of 
which contains one drachm of tlic oil. This prcpanition ia 
particularly convenient for children as a valuablo dietetic medi- 
cine. The idta cf prescribing the oil in this manner oiininated 
with ProfuiiBor "WiUun, who btates that he has found it of great 
Bcr^'ico. 

If mercunul preparations are lu)c<'n iu immodiato cnnciection 
with tlie food, a hirger quantity can be home without oxL-itiug 
irritation in thu alimentary canal than could be on an empty 
stoninch. 

Tiiett adviseH that the bichloride of mercury to taVeJi in com- 
bination with opium, thus : — 

Jk. Hyclrnrgyri Chloricli CWtmiv^ . . , gf-'i^ 

Pulveris Opii gr. IX M. 

Vt. ptL No. 3IXXVJ. 

Give one pill every morning, increasing tlie dose by degrees, 
&ud difiCoiLtinuiug the itiedicino, from time to time, in case tlie 
bowels buconto too much afl'ecCed. In Ills early practice liiett 
gavo the prcforencc to the oxymiirkle over the other forms of 

* f)f No. 10 Liiilc TiclifipM Strcri, St. Mmylebone. Tlio ohocolul* caa 
be obla.ij;iixl at Mttcalf •, Tremont SirMt. IloaUfU. 
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mercury. Wilson Is partial to the blii-iodide, as at first recyjoi- 
moiided hy Biott, altlioiigh Biett sixtn reliiKiuitjlicU the biii-iodido 
for tho proto-iotlidc;, wliicli is more maiiageablo, aud is an cUmi- 
iiatire a^'oiit of great power. Tho formula, hs [>rorurriid by 
Eioord, hue already been muntioued. Tlio quiiittity of this 
Bftlt for ordinary U!^ is from o»c gr&i» to four grains in tito 
twoiity-four ItuufH. If opium bo g^vcii iti combiimtiou wilh tho 
prolo-iudidc, llio iberapuulic qualities of the latter are com- 
pletely iioiitruHzud, and ihcrofurc it should bo |)roecribed !u aa 
uiLCuitibiiiod form. Btelt made this discovery. 

Fur tlio piirfioNc of awakttuiiig tlie cutanooiis excernent sys- 
tum to iiicri:aM:d actio)], Midorifius aru to bo prescribed tus im- 
portant udjuvaiit* to mercurials, Tlie kidneys are also to be 
brought iiilu activo play, and urinatioti encouraged by llio cm< 
ploymeiit uf diuretics. Thus, by tliu most eflicioat aud at the 
same timo tho most 8im|ilc ajid liacmlo5s remedies, tbo skin 
and kidneys, willi llicir immediate aHsooiate oi^ns, can be 
UHcd fi>r any l(>iiglli of time as drains iu relioviug the economjr 
of tho pmsun that jwrvndca it. 

The {)iicstio[i oftuu arises, how long is the mercury to be 
contiimud ? Sir Astley Cooper was wont to say that the 
)frouti;st socrot lu tho treatment of Eyphths is knowing vheu 
to discontinue tliis remedy. So loug as the patieut gives evi- 
duDco of iiiiproTemeiit under its influence, so long it is to be 
employed ; but circumstances wmetimos unoxpcctodly occur 
vhich render tts further administ ration impracticable, and we 
are compdlod lo tcek other remitdial means as a substitute. la 
such cH^cs tlio iodide of iMlussium will fi^ueutly prove a 
nlunblo article. 

In ^omL■ instances that have long been under mepcurial treat- 
ment the disease seems to remain uiiinfluencod by it, and the 
gcni'ral coudiliou uf the paueut is retrograde. His appetite, 
flesh, strength, aloep, and coui'agc, perhaps, have failed him. 
In tbi» condition of things it will be advi^bte to suspend the 
Bdminiitration of tho aiercunal, atid to order Uie potassium, 
which may bo giveu iu doses of lltrco or fotir grains, three 
tiuiet' u day. 

It may he directed as follows: — 

R. PolUBB loduli, 5^ 

Ktincti tii'iitiuw^ ..^1. 3L 

Fl pil. No Kxx. 
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Give ooe pill three times daily. Or the following : — 

R. Potaaau lodidi, 5 iij- 

Syrupt SsnapariUfe, 

AquK Fontans, ii, S iiis, M. 

DoBE. — One drachm, morning, noon, and night, in a wineglau full ot 
oold water, in immediate coonectaon vith the meals. 

I have knowQ persons who could not tolei-ate the iodide, even 
to the amount of only one grain in the day, on account of tlie 
severe and sudden inflammation wliich it excited in the skin. 
The subjoined instance is an illustration : — 

A few years since, Dr. J. Mason Warren recommended to my 
care a lady who had suffered for several months from consti- 
tutional syphilis. I took charge of the case, Dr. W. being re- 
tained as consulting surgeon. In the process of treatment a 
crisis arrived when it was judged expedieut to try the iodide of 
potassium in small quantities. Within twenty-four hours from 
the time the first dose was taken an erythematous condition of 
the iutegumeut of the face, neck, and ctiest displayed itself; 
and at the expiration of a few days more an abundant lichenoid 
eruption appeared, to the great annoyance and alarm of the 
patient. The medicine was discontinued, and in a short period 
the lichen disappeared. Several weeks subsequent to tliis acci- 
dent a second attempt was made with the iodide in pitls of 
two grains. Tlie patient took a pill at night. The next morn- 
ing the face was thickly dotted over with a minute papular 
eruption. The iodide was abandoned for one month, when a 
third trial vtas made, and a pill, containing one grain of tlie 
salt, was used at bedtime. The lichen was produced as on 
former occasions, but with less severity. This is the only 
instance of such peculiar idiosyncrasy that I have witnessed, 
and I was at first incredulous as to its reality.* 

* Dr. Morland has recently had under his care a man who manifested a pe- 
culiar HUHceptibility as regards the iodide. The patient was thirty-nine years 
of age. The iodide was given in the compound decoetion of sarsaporiUa. 
Only two grains and a half were taken at a time, twice a day. On the second 
day the patient had so severe a coryza and headache, and was to uncomfort- 
able every way, that Ur. M. was about tn Biupend the medicine, it seeming 
evidently to be the cause of these symptoms. It was, however, given once on 
the third day, when, almost immediately after its adminiatration, there was so 
29 



llir'Mt «M'I lit Uw «pigMtriiuB tar n fconr or Un 
hiwUin tim inrUuniam even fo modente doHL The a waa u a 
Ut It liM Iwiiii firmietrlMt frequeot ia nf aparienee; aad 
iH'ittuiimitlly of Htivli a dednre tone that I have bna eom- 
ti«illiirl to altuti'lmi Itf UM before a fiur trial of its cmmtiTe 
itlliii'U nmld III) iiuulo. It has appeared, ia some iiutanoes, to 
lit) ItotMir Ihu'iki If mudu into pills witti tlie extnut of gentian, 
Mimi wliini ((Iviiii 111 wilutlon; but I have kiiovD indiTidnals to 
i>iiiii|ilitiii lit II iliNtroHud, fliiikiiig fuoliug in the stomach, occa- 
Mliiiitiit liy Utii pillH. Ill whaloTor form adminiatered it ia i^>t 
III iinuhioK u thiok, whlto coating upon the toiiguo; the mouth 
In wHiiKlliutm t'KiHHHiliigly troubled by the secretion of a ropy 
miuMtn I till) tmlit^lil iiUlVura Muuovhat as from slight ptyalism, 

HIttI K lilMi tlf lt|>|Ki|tt(l 01l»U(>8. 

'Vlt(> itUiioniiul coiulitimi of the mucous membnme, buccal 
ItlAtuI*, niitl kIxhuaoIi !<<,Mm di!iap^x<ars if tlie potassium be dis- 
\s>ittt(itiiHt. SitU imttv wrious aud uoxious patliogenic efieela, 
Mi(>'iKl<Mit \Mt \\\\^ vn\\Ao\\\wM of thi$ artidei an on teoord. 
U x\y^\\ *\\y\ \\wx\ tM\>x\>kc» c|^$t»xi^ lu !«me persans an acue 
vvit^A i> (titiu\\Ni; and 1 U*w kuv>va it to Mcaaon Trnin^ 
\v. t^>o t'A^^\ )^^' \\Mv,nf.w::r« m the $auK cok htiu k^^F 
t.^NSKst *;;o. ;\t;;',:V(.. *s a v\v.*«\»caof of uae pNs^skr 

',^ '.-,; vi.'.'A V..W X3k::«,<i;,^ \'v>ni.'«b» .*£ ijgif $<Li£. is "iiifiaiiii a 
,^ . 1 .' iV' ^-. V. 1 ^av^juvo. 3!- .'h 4 Wi^iU.'i^ siUxr*. ami. x amo^ 

1 . .,.,.• •K'!^* »,•»*. n, , to MJUC ZttOKe V'JUi: » 
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can take two or thrco drnchms of the potassiiira in the twenty- 
four hours witlioiit incotivciiioiico ; add it has beoii adminis- 
tered to the amount of twelve and sixlecii drachma in tlie day, 
and yet its properties, iii theoc iiwtaiices, wera perfectly in- 
nocuous. 

For the purpose of rendering the medicinal substance iu 
question more agreeable and cfticient, I have for a year or 
two past beeu accustomed to combino it with tho carbonate 
of ammonia, which is a decided improvement, Tlie i^lprei^&ion 
upou the stomach and upon the ^uiioral sotisatioiiii of the pa- 
tient is very pleasant. This is the report uniformly rendered 
by those who have made trial of the combinatiou, — whiclk is 
the following-: — 

R. Ammonia? Carbonalia, Jiai. 

Potiutii lodidi 3Gj. 

S^rupi Sursaparillip Compoaitj, , 

Aqun? Fontonip, jtB, S mn. M. 

The usual portion is one drachm, three or four times daily, 
ill a gill of cold water.* 

The extremes as to the doso of the potassium are at a groat 
remove from eacli other. No other remedy of established 
reputation enjoys so wide a range in this respect. Wbat in 
considt-rcd a medium (|uantity, in ordinary cases, ia a matter 
qiiita Hiisettled among tlie loading jiractitlonors of the day; 
and there is no uniformity of opinioji as to the class of casus 
in which it should be given, excepting those belonging to the 
tertiary sypliililic period. For tlie removal of these terliary 
conditions its curative power is preeminent ovur all other 
medicines. In some lardy secondary aff«f-tions I have oi^ieft- 
sionally prescribed it with tlie most satisfactory results. The 
amount which 1 prefer fur Ioij|;-coi] tinned use rarely exceeds 
six or seven grains three times daily. Tlio Londmi surgeons 
arc mostly iu favor of small quantities, in the belief that front 
tbeae all the benefit will nccnio Lliat can ho derived from hirgo 
doses. Acton and Ilicord employ large duses if small ones 

* An npininn prevnils at Guy's Hnsi)ital that the effioai^ of the fMtna*lum it 
Tery much ini-reused by ita union with tlie tuooiontB. Vide Medicid TiiKt wd 
Gatate, 1864, p. 4S8. 
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do not Kiecaed, and duy order it tn eaojanctMii with tba 
Urtr&te ot iraii and iiotaanpin. 

iri June, ISOT^ I bbw a girl. Cventr jcars of ftgc, then under 
tliv eare of Dr. frailer* for conslicutioual sjptiiUs, frvm wlitch 
MA bad Ktiflvn:*] fur luoro lliau two yir^irs. For some months 
■he liad rooeivcd no regular medicul attention rroin any quarter, 
atiil lii;r Hymploms, which were Uith M>condar]r and tcrliarj-, liad 
been K"^4luu)ly augnieiitiiig in ecrerirf. Slra waa au«mic and 
much cniuciatvd. Kor sereral wenka Dr. S. directed a modcnitO 
UHi! of tlio iudide, touelliur with tonics and a good diet; but as 
no nliidinK ainuiidmetit was perceptible, lie increased it to one 
^harhm three limtt a day. This quantity was taken everyday 
for four niontliH. Tlio jiatient experienced no inconTonience 
IVoin the mu-dieitie; on tim contniry, rUc began lu cuuraloeca 
verj- BiKHi ami very ealiNfmitorily afler eomineuciiig with llio 
largo portions of the jKitttBsimn, mid cutirdy recovered under 
ttiiii titiatmojit, williuiit any rutiu-n of liur symptoms. Tliis is 
the uiily iiihLiiiicu in wliicli 1 iiava known tito suit to be adminis^ 
lui-vd MJ liliuriilly for »o long a period. 

Tlio comparntivo merits of mercury and the iodide of potav- 
ddin soeiu to linvo Kud a fnir trial in tlie hands of Hr. Ormcrod, 
at l^t. UnriliolumewV dospital. tn refcrouco to tba tatter medi- 
cine, the Mibjuiiiett extract 'n the concludiuf; paragraph of Ur. 
Ormerwl'e rv'intrt ; — 

"The ciu|iloymeiit of iodine, however, has be«Q attended 
witli |^<aler and uioro uniform meeess titan any other remedj, 
eici^pt tuerx-uiy. wliidi has ever bccu iutroduced f^ir the mafr 
lUCUt ot* voticival di»«»»s. ThosD aAvcoous vliiefa yieU least 
to wr>rvunr, and tliat condition of health wUdi n ie f ee fe to 
KtuiM^iaiidin^ disease, and to the coiplojrBMBi of 
viuaiuitKv Kii nwrtutr, yield lo iodine in Ike ■ 
dnndiiH) uiauiKT." Ttw Qfuiioa of ^SlUts. as 
** tlUiMratiwi^ itf OuKweOvs [>is«a9e».** ia regani to lia 
Hiuttt U thw: " lu hraliio eonsiintioDs;, wtan mutmrj has 
Wm (t<M<ty luaid at somw ftgir pariod, I %dbw Aac ika 
todidf tff (wtosMttw dttwTTts aQ tike cr£i h fcas ^tafaal; It 
IF aa Mif«t«at4« adi£t»4tt to «ttr 
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the patient cannot take the latter. It is not disagreeable to the 
taete, and is not followed by unpleasant effects. It may be 
ordered in all instances There the potassium is indicated. The 
daily quantity is &om a scruple to two drachms. Dr. Gamber- 
lini, of the Hospital of St. Orsola, Bologna, and Mr. Langstoa 
Parker, speak in terms of commendation of this remedy as a 
valuable addition to the substances usually employed in the 
cure of the venereal disease. 

The subjoined formula will be found coureuient : — 

R. Sodelodidi Sj. 

Syrapi Saruparillce Compodti, 

Aquie Fontans, M, J iij. M. 

DoBE. — One drachm thrice, duly, in a gill of cold water. * 

The liquor potassse has gained a reputatiou for the cure of 
syphilitic squamous eruptions. It may be administered in 
milk or in an infusion of hops. The dose is one drachm three 
or four times in the day. The dilute nitric acid is also a valu- 
able remedy for many venereal patients. It is well calculated 
to revive the tone of the digestive organs, and is particularly 
indicated after a mercurial course has been pursued for a long 
period. Thirty or forty minims, per diem, in sweetened barley- 
water, may be given for two or tliree weeks. 

Donovan's solution sometimes proves an efficacious remedy in 
this form of cutaneous affection. It is tlie liquor hydriodaiis 
hydrargyri et arsenici. The dose of this compound solution ie 
ten minims three times a day. It should always be taken on a 
full stomach. The following wilt be found a suitable ior- 
mula : — 

H. LiqnonB hydriodatts hydrargyri et arsenici, . . . . S j- 

Synipi Aurontii S vj. M. 

Give one tea apoonful in half a ^11 of cold water. 

The mercurial vapor-bath, or the simple vapor-bath, can be 
beue&cially employed if its application be practicable. 

* For making the iodide of sodium ecoaocaically and easily, a formula can be 
found in the American Jounial of Pharmacy for 1S54, p. 30d. 
29* 
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Tbesb may almost 1)0 regarded as a larger growth of tlio 
mere papules of lichon. In their originul size end t^[>Q. Iiov* 
ever, tliey are liijrger than Iho minute, sliot-Iiko papules of true 
liclieii. As elementary cutaneous lesions, tliey aro commonly 
<1e5cri))Gd as iiiduratod lutups developed in the eiibslance of 
Uic skill. 

The latG Mr. BoLington Tielieved tliat llicy had their origin in 
tlie Behaceous glands ; and tliis is partly true. They vary some- 
what in diameUir wlien tlicy fir^t appear, aa well as iii tlicir 
subsequent progress, according to tlie number of papilltc aud 
follicles involved in tlie inHammalory congustion. They differ, 
also, ill prominence. By bearing in mind tlie manner in which 
the licliouoiU eruption is developed, it will not be difficult to 
coinprcheiid the process of growth wliicli results in the for- 
mation wo aro now to consider. The pimples of lichen often 
advance and swell into veritablo tubercles ; and bolli, that 
is, tbo lichen and tlic tubercle, are preceded by a rwscolous or 
erythematous coudittoji of the derma. 

Tlio tubercles may be crowned with a scab npoa their Hiim- 
mits when the patient first presents himself for medical aid, or 
thoy may ba without this cororing. Many sjiectmeus aro dry, 
and almost hard to the touch ; others impart a sensation of 
moisture to the fiiigor ; tlioy arc often slightly elastic, and yield 
under gentle pressure. At one time they are perfectly indolent, 
and remain for weeks or months without jiorccptible change. 
At anuthor time they will be transformed with great rapidity into 
sloughing ulcers, and spread over large portions of skin in a 
short period. In fcetile and anemic patients the skin SiCems, as 
it were, to dissolve and melt away under this morbid process, in 
a manner truly frightful, especially when the disease is seated 
on the fureheud, which is one of its favorite localities. Occa^ 

(312) 
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eioiially tho tubercles, appcariiiji in small clusters, continue for a 
while distinct and isoUtcd, and aftorwards blond at tiioir basus 
bj a process of [>eriplieriil augiucuiatioii which fills up tho 
interspuccs. Each tubercle liuii now lost its iiulividualitv, and 
llie integument appears as if covered with Uk; eruption of 
[isoriasis. When a long term of years has intervened hetweeii 
a primary chiincre and the developinwit of tubercles, tlm lattur 
uro apt to prove pcciiliarlj- obstiiiatfl iti their resistance Id truat- 
moiit If tiivy appear upon any part of the face, lliey exhibit a, 
lirightcr red color than when seated upon other districts that an) 
jirotected Uy tbo cIotliinK- 

As with ihc papules of lichen bo with syphilitic tubercles, 
there is some variety in their style of diBtribulion ; hence 
Wilson has giytn the names, tnborcula cari/mbosa, tuborcula 
cifcamicripla, tnbercula dtssemiiuila, tubcrunla annulata; and 
when tliero is a strung pyogenic tendency in llie system, and any 
of these v.irietios are converled into ulcerations, they mo termed 
tubercula ulreranliu. These divi^ioiiK are nut entirely nominal. 
They arc fully warranted and cxeniplifmd by the dilforent niodc^ 
uf diatribution of tubercular eruptions that arc frei)ncntly met 
^vitIl in tli« venereal patients; and, considered in a sciontiiic 
light, we cannot but approve of Wilson's classical namencla- 
tura. [Platfls IV'., V.] 

A Iar)^e proportion of Inbercles pass iiUo fuul. cxcfivnted 
ulcers Willi elevated edges, which, wliuii tlicy lioul, leave behind 
thorn a deeply pitted cicatrix. 8omeiimes they disappear by 
resolution or absorption, without yielding any discharge; but 
even then tli(^y ucensionally imprint a ^iignincant, depressed, and 
indollblo mark upon the spot they liavo occupied, alltiougti not 
EG pi-ofound nor so conspicuous as when ulceration bus uCtondcd 
their destruction. 

riiagodaanic sypliilitic ulcers, which are foriuod upon the soft 
parts nuar the coinmisiijui'e of Iho lips, upon tho cheeks, ajid 
elsewhere, have their origin in tubercles, which first soften and 
ulcerate at tlicir summits, and subseiiuontly extend in every 
direction. It is not iiiicommon for several tubercles in the same 
neighborhood to ulcerate Bimultanooudy. Tlie^o iilcei's coalesce, 
spread outwardly, present Imrd, Jugged edgea, and pour out a 
lliin, dirty, eanion» discharge at ^omc points, while at others 
tliey are covered with dark, firmly adherent incrustationii. 
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JbM<hcr bnn of «k«r, nrJgt—IJBfc m tubercle, is the serpig- 
j p— ■■ la woic b wtinw tfus nloer u quite niperficia], ud 
■■f aecanr * I^kB* pOftiM of iattcnntettt vitbout venous detri- 
■Ht to the geaenl l y ilem . It caues quite limited deBtructioa 
gf tlM demoid tisstu ; b«t creeps altxig in circles or segmeab 
at ft circle, lo qumls and otber cirauavolalioais, tbs lesioa vbij- 
iaf in width {rom the e^th to the fourth of an iitcti. and 
■niitiiiw waDderiog over aa imraoue tnct of skin. It 
•ppean mott frequnilj oa the nock, chest, and back, pursuiitg 
a caatrilogal coaiae, and healiog tloog the inaer border while 
U p cogr mu in the line of the ftxi«mal margin. Again, the 
sopiginous ulcer is seen aith an erident leudeocj to penetrate 
into the subetanci: gf the ekin,and to exhibit ^larp, wcll-defiued. 
bardeaed edges. It is often developed upon tlie intcguiueut of 
the krger articulations, as about the knee and elbow ; aud when 
it b«als, it leaves a dark-r^, ridgr cicatrix, as if tlte skin had 
recorenxl frota the burn of a hoi irou. In somo instances, this 
variety of serpiginous nicer undermines the cutaneous int^u- 
meot here and tJiere, wttliout acluallf de^trofin; it to tlio full 
extent uf its course : aud the urerhanging skin conceals a portion 
gf tlie ulcerated surface. 

When tubercles are situated on the face, the copper color b 
geDenllv sufficiently di^tiitct to mark tlie di^«ai>« as the tjft- 
spring of the reucreal poisou. It has already been obserred 
tliat, in soiae specimens, it is not a little difficult to distinguish 
syphilitic luiicn:lc», wl>eii situaied tipoii tlie Eace, from the erup- 
tion of acuc iiiduratu ; especially is the difficulty increased in 
persons of a sallow or broiiette ooniplexiou. The uost skilful 
eye will be at a to^s to decide, litdeed, it would be unjust as 
well as uuscieutific to form a diagnosis from visual eridonce 
alone. 

There is another variety of tubercles, which, fortunately, is 
very rare. It comes on the forehead, nlie nasi, near the angle 
of tlie mouth, on tlie tongue, nud &omclimes at the aural pa- 
vilion. These tubercles always ulcerate ; but the discharge is 
scanty and of viscid. conystetice. Thoy are Eometimcs descril>od 
under the name of perforating syphilitic tubercles. They are 
likewiM! known by the title of syphilitic lupus. They occasion- 
ally uuite into one comtuuii mass, and caii!«o considerable tumi>- 
faction. Tlie disease commences like a reddisih nodule, without 
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wclWefinod liioils. It soon increases m activity; and on 
mcoouiit of tho f>eciiliar dillusod redncHS of tlie surface, wliiuli 
for a tirao is n. prominent feature iu the case, it Iins been desig- 
nated the ttipoiis rjjlnrescenr.e. Pcimetiraes tlie tubercles will 
dii^apiKBr for a wliilo, but tlioy UEtially return aiid perform a 
horrible work of destruction. Softening ami ulceration proceed 
frftftt their apices, and penotralo slowly until the parts are com- 
pletely demolisliod. At first a 8niall, deep, porpendiciilar sore 
is formed. It yields a vety little exudation of scmi-piirukiit 
mutter. A tliiek: cnist is produced, boueaCli wliicli the ulcer- 
ative process invades the adjacent Boft tissues, which in turn 
give way; arid if tlie disease be located on the nasal organ 
Uie most revolting mutilation is sure to take place. Tliis kind 
of tuhcrculiLr syphilide bears a clo^o nflinity to lupus both in its 
general features and in tlio clirunic courKe wliieh it pursuoH. 
It odea exists in association with a carious condition of the 
Tomer or other nasal bones. Such cases generally terminate in 
nearly a total dentruction of tho none, in spite of all treatment. 
The malady has been ci^ufouiided with cancer. Aithougti its 
locnl ravages may equal thoNS of the most malignant Tariety of 
the latter, they aro attonclud with much loss pain, and give risO 
to much less constitution al disturbauue, thau usually ivccompany 
cancerous affections. 

Tbbatmbnt of TiJBERCULAR EitumoNR. — In whatever man- 
uer tubercles may be developed, whether in the aggregated 
form, or whether they arc sparsely ditisouiinatcd upon the fucc, 
trunk, and u.\trcmities, tliu treatment whicLi they require is 
9ub5tantinlly the same. 

TIio iirst point to be definitely settled is, as in all con^itll- 
tional symptoms, to adjust a suitable liygicnic course, which the 
patient should feel bound strictly to pursue. It is but too often 
that we have occasion to break in upon divers irregularities and 
impropriotiee of habit iu wliich tho victim of syphilis indulges, 
and which, if not abandoned, will tend directly to oppose and 
render abortive the best remedial ineaBures wliieh the piiysician 
can employ ; imy, more, such excesses will give strengtli to the 
syphilitic nrus, wliilc at tho same time they enfeeble the organi- 
zation which it pervades. 

A good, nourishing diet should be allowed, and spirituous 
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and fenneotod Bqaon be pwhflwted. If timr tbutdonnHot be 
a {viTfttKHi, tha iii«e uigoit Am leMOi for this ]n«hibitioat 
Both partiw should undentend, if thfljjr do noA alrwdj knov, 
that a due r^ard to the general healUk ia a matter of iiD]ii»- 
tanoe no less Oiaa the skUfiii nae of medicines. The patient, if 
be be BO disposed, oan do a vast &bL towards the subjngatioa e€ 
his intractable disorder. The phjwaan oan boast of no specifiGa. 
He can exert his talents in the application of Taiioos subetanoea 
in the materia medica, vitii a vieV to extinguish the mcwlnd 
phenomena as thej arise from time to time in loi^ sucoession i 
and he may, ordinarilj, foel justified in encouraging the poor 
sufferer that ha will finally recover a ftir amount of health. 
There are many syphilitio individuals who, to all appearance, 
wholly regain their original vigor of body and mind. Others 
there are, and the number is not small, who never eiyoy this 
boon. 

What has already been offered, respecting the OonstitutitHial 
management of syphilia in its earlier stages, leaves but little 
room for any additional su^estions in this place. Whether the 
tubercles are all in a state of induration, or whether a portion 
of them have passed into a state of softening and ulceration, the 
bichloride of mercury may be employed to the amount of one- 
tenth of a grain, morning and evening, provided there is no 
indicstion to the oontraiy. If this salt have already been suf- 
ficiently tried without beue&t, the iodide of potasdum, or some 
other remedy of acknowledged reputation, must be selected. 
The carbonate of ammonia has been known to accomplish a 
speedy euro where mercurial preparations have Coiled. It maj 
be administered in the form of julep, commeniung with one 
drachm of the salt in the course of the day, and gradually in- 
creasing the quantity until the patient takes two or three 
drachms in the twenty-four hours. 

I have often made trial of the iodide of iron in the latter 
stages of secondary ulcerations, but have never had the good 
fortune to realize any marked beneficial effect from its ad- 
ministration. I have ordered it in small and in liberal doses, 
with the hope that it might operate as a tonic to the blood, the 
humoral character of which we cannot doubt at this crisis of 
the syphilitic disease, if we ever did before. The ferruginous 
preparation here mentioned has been considered, and even now 
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in regarded by some practitioners, as a powerful agent vlioD 
proscribcJ in krgo quantities, and aa particularly adapted to 
cases wlicro a docidcd eypliilitic caolicxia exists, or a etatA of 
anaituia coiubined wicii ecrofula. Tliis salt is roadily dL-com- 
poHtid; and 1 liaro always been iti dtiulit wlieUicr, even wtion 
giveu ill llio fui'in of syrup, it oau bo preserved in its iLormal 
state for any great longib of lime. At any rate, my want of 
Eiicce!>s with it lias induced me to relliKjui^li its use, and to em- 
ploy in its Btead the potassio-tartrato of irou, or the iodide of 
potassium, together with other tonics, such as nitric acid and 
quiiiin«. I have coiiHdcncc also in tlie cfHcacy of sarsaparilla, 
giicii Iar(:ely for several Biiccessive weeks. Warm baths, or, 
what is etill better, vapor baths, eliould likewise be admiQ- 
■stored. Tlioy not only purify the surfuiw, but essentially pro- 
mote capillary circulation, aird render more active tlio sebaceous 
and sudoriparous apparatus, aud thus greatly aid in elimiuating 
Oie morbific element from the systcTn. 

The course above suggested will usually accomplish the 
resolution of most, if not all, of the indurated tubarcles ; and 
if any have passed into a suppurative condition or stage of 
nlceralinri, lliey will aUo luidcrgo an amendment from the same 
cuuElitutiuniil meuj^uircs. Arsenical preparations, tbc decoction 
of ritmrx obtasifolhis, the decoction of Fcltz, tlie decoction of 
Zittmaii, directions for whicli can be found in the books, will all 
be useful, and should bo tried in cases that prove particularly 
obstinate. 

Local Tre\tmfmt. — The nitric oxide of mercury ointraonl 
will eonstitule a valuable application to indurated, tubiarcleg. 
If tboy are situated on llio face, their speedy removal will alTord 
great ri.'licf to the fRcliiigs of tlio paci'/nt; and a small qiinntity 
of the unguent rubbed upon tJiem at night will assist in huston- 
tng this result. The iodide of sulphur ointment and the citrine 
ointment are likewise rcry cfficiont rcmcdios- If the circum- 
stances of tlic patient will allow of those appliances during the 
day, he will be rid of the morbid growths all the sooner. 

As local applications to ulcerated surfaces, following the 
softening of tubercles, tlie coinpnund tincture of Benzoin, the 
nitric acid, the uromatiu wirio with opium, the solution of 
potosgio-tartrato of iron of diSerent degrees of strength, the 




inctiire 

will naturttlly suggest tliomsoLvcs to Uto surgeon 
auxiliaries to tlie constiuiiioiial treatment. 

If Die practitioner be dealing with a serpifpnous ulcer, irliicfa 
V9 vorT apt to oat ilti vay under tlw skin iit a tortuous manner, 
tlie eompouud tincturo of iodine vazy ba applied directly to th« 
uloemted eorraco wlioro tlio matter lias burro««d, and it may be 
alluvrod to impinge upon tlie entiro vulls of tbe ulcer. A 
dreclim or two of the tincture luay be used ercry second day. 
Its emploirnKnt sliould be Followed imutedlately bj tlie u&e of 
wanii water, aiid thus the iiidiiio will bo at ouce diluted and 
wiLshcd out. TluH muthnd of local trcutmeiit vill frequently 
succvcd satisfactorily. Tho aniploymuiit of Llic iodine does not 
give muoh pntii. Tlio luorhjil sourotion from tho ulcer is spread 
orer its surface as a sort of varnish, and iu a good degree pro- 
tects it from any riolont or very painful eSbct. Patients do not 
cotupliiiii of tbo severity of the oporatJon. When the ulcer is 
brought into a healthy state, which will be evinced by its 
eanieoas, graimlatinf^ aspect, it can generally be kept eo by the 
oonstantum of tlio voak tiilrio acid loUon, half a drachns to 
tho pint of water. 

When tlio process of undermining the ekin reaches to any 
great extent, so that local femodics cannot be used and retained 
on lint toBth-antagc, it will be liest to slit open the loose integu- 
ment throughout the whole distance with a spear-puintcd 
bistoury and thus obtain a bettor chauoe for the action of topical 
applications. 

ir the ulcers become painnil they will require to be dressed 
with a vana solution of tlie extract of opium several times in 
t)tc day, and at night with au oiutmuut containing prussic 
acid. 

R Atidi Hiilrocj-anici ^n. 

Ocnii Soaplieit, $ iss. M. 

Bits of lint, smeared vith this cerate, should be placed in 
eontacl with every acecssiblu portion of llio sorpg. 

If tlie ulcei-s i-enmiii iri<lolent, the fullow-ing solution will 
often prove a oonveniont and useful stimulating droBsing, wheu 
otlwrs Gul to answer the pui-jxige : — 
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R. Plumlij AceUlif, - . i^- ■*■ j 9». 

AmmunuL' CBrl|>unatiB ., Sat. 

Aqiiir FontoDip, S viq. H. 

Apply an lint. 

ir at sny time the ulcers assume an innatnma.tory ai^pect, a 
local uiitiplilugii^tic tri'mmeiit will bu uppropriutc. .Sliuiild u 
sloughing cutidilioii taka plnce, the iiitricacifl iiiidihitud, or tlio 
compound tiii<-titi'c of Beti7oiii, will lie indicated Tor topical use. 
The chlorid') of zinc is a favorito dressing vitbi sums siirgooiia. 
The following is a medium strongtli : — 

». Zinet Ch3ori(li, " 5j. 

Atguce PonliLiUF, { viij. U. 

Possila of lint, saturated with this soIutioA, arc to be laid 
upon tlie diseased surface, and renewed thrice dailj. 

IJhomink. — This is an elementary substance obtained from 
bittern and possessing many analogies to chlorine and iodine. 
It is ^pnriiigly sulubto in water. As a therapeutic agent it has 
recently nc'|uircd a ropatiition aiootig some of our army sur- 
geons, who liavc employed it as a caustic in cases of sloughing 
ulucrations and gangrene, in^t'Cad of nitric add. But it reniulus 
tobosucu »*licthfritssui>eriority over theauid will bu fully dt-mon- 
strated after having been more generally used in surgical practice. 

It is not, iiowcver, particularly as a caustii* that I propose to 
spcali of it, but rutlier to uominend Its iLse in a very dilutod 
statti as a cunv^taut lotion to atonic ulcers and tho^o of a phago- 
dicnic character requiring n stimulating dressing. Tlic bromide 
of potassium can also be adininistorod iiilonially in cases where 
the iodide of potassium is indicated, tut where the patient, from 
peculiar idiosyncrasy, i» uuablo lu tolerate it. The bromide, 
however, is tjuite inferior to the iodide for intcniat use. It is 
also of loss vnluc tliart the iodide of soda. 

The subjoined Ibrmulse for the use of the hroraiiie and the 
bromide of potassium, ate the principal ones in vogue : — 

For Internal Use. 

No. 1. f|. PotiBui Bromidi, ^U. 

Glyccrrntr', 3"*- 

AqutE § iiiw. 

M. Fl DiLiiunL 

UoHK. — 3 ij. tbrice doilj' in half ■ gill of cold witter. 
80 
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NO.S. R. FotMdBn^d^ Bit 

Brwiiip^ •...••••••■> KiL V^ 

Aqne, Si*. 

Dove. — 5 9- tlolM daflr k half > «ia of ooU MMi^ 
J^ JSitarmii Um€. 

N<i> 1. R. Branfa^i ..••>.•••••• gtL x^> 

Aqnc, S^- 

M. Ft-kttio. To be appliad with lint u a eoatnt ilillhuH 
iadolant nlosn. 

No. 2. It BroninH, . . . .' gtt. s. 

Potawii Bromidi, Sy. 

Aqn«, 5«g. 

M. Ft lotia. In Uw Hnte cum h tlw pnoedin^. 

Nol 3. H. BTominii, gtL xx. 

Cent. Cetaco, SL 

H. ft unguent. To be epplied to the raw ni^it and monm^ 
on lint. 

No. 4. H. Potauii Bromidi, gr. l 

Brominii, gtt. ti^. 

Cent Cetaeei, . Sj- 

M. ft. unguent In the wme eaaea u the last* 

MUCOUS TUBERCLES. i 

Syphilitic patients do not alt experienue tlie same constittt- 
tional accidents ; uor do these accidents uniformly exhibit them- ' 
selves in the same uodeviating succession ; neither does it follow, 
as a matter of certainty, that a person who has tertiary syphilis 
must previously have had secondary symptoms. In some rare 
instances tlio primary disease and tlie tertiary manifestations 
coi'xist, although l^cord is entirely absolute that primary, con- 
secutive, secondary, transitionary, and tertiary accidents follow 
each other with the most perfect regularity. This order in the 
series of morbid syphilitic phenomena he believes, from clinical 
observation, to be uniform, unless interfered with by treatment. 

It is sometimes difficult to determine which of the consecu- 
tive constitutional affections should claim attention first ; and 

■ Cdlleult on the ikin, p. 287. 
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again it IB not always easy to assign to every morbid develop- 
luoiit its most appropriate position in the ualtiral liistory uf tlia 
cuajplaitit. Mr- Wilson urrtiuges mucous tuberclos in llic second 
group or period of t<yplii!i>df)nuata, along with the tiil>erciila 
ulccraiitia, superficial and Hccp, Itipus iilcerosus and tumores 
guinmati; tliiit is, as belonging to Icrtiart/ syphilis. But 
mucous tuberclos are frflquonily evo'lvcd in b. few weeks after 
tlio csisteiico of tlio primary cliancrous eoro, and are gonietimcs 
tiiQ earliest constitutional developraeiits that appear. 1 now 
liapptjii to have itadcr my caro a yumig girl of sixtoen, who 
VQiitruolcd a ulianurc in iho month of April. Eight Tcuks after 
cxpusuri', mucous tubercles in great profusion sprung uparouiid 
the ajius, tliHu appeared upon the perinajum, then upon the 
right labium. Soon afterwards a papular eruption spread itself 
extonsively over the truuk and limbs, and at a later jK'riod 
secondary lesions showed thuuisclves vithin tlia mouth. This 
i& far from being a solitary or rare instaiico of couKtitutional 
syphilitic phonoineiia arising iii the order aliove slated. Such 
caaea iuduco nit: to regard muuous tubercles as belonging to 
secondary syphilis ratlier than to tertiary. Tliey are dcsij^n ated 
by sudoral correlative terms, or synonyms, as muco-cnlaueona 
papiilofi, condylomata, iiustule plah\ tiiherc-iilc wni/iit'ux, puiniles 
wutfueu.irx, etc. They arc developed upon the moist surfaces 
of tlio gt'iiiiul aiid anal regions, upon tliQ mannuie, and in the 
axillae. They ai'o occiasionally socn F>proutiug from the umbili- 
cal dcprei-hion, witbJu ibu bueeul cavity, within Uio iioKtril»i, and 
just at the orifice of the extcrnul auditory canal. Occasionally 
they are observed at llio m>mjui?*ure of iho lips, and uboiit the 
roots of tlie nails. Thoy are found in wumun uiiich more fre- 
quently than in men. With the former, they mot^tly infest tho 
inner sarfuce of tlie labia miijora. lu the latter, they are 
UKUully scuti forming a broud wull around the anus. A bpecilic 
feature in rcjrurd to them is that thi'y rarely, if ever, proceed 
to nonunl ulceration, uulas:s exposed to long-continued irritation. 
Tlicy have a smoutli or granular surface, and arc of a deep, 
dull rod or cop|n,T color. Wiicre no measures have been tukcn 
to arrest their progress, they often spread over largo portions of 
integument. A few days Biiieo I naw, in cansullaiion, a young 
Englishninn. on uboin tho^c niueoua tuhcrcl-es Imd been grow- 
lug unmolested for several monllia. They occupied the whole 
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jienncnl region, tho Bcrotum, the root of the pcais, the in^inal 
folds, and the upper purt ol' tiie tliiglis. Upon the latter uuii 
upon tlie scrotum and penis cliey were mostly i»}lat«d, and 
projocLcd very prumiiiciitly; on the periiiffiuui and around ilia 
Ycrgi* of tlio amis tliey were ulusuly crowded tof^ethcr, and 
piMsciitcd a duty grayuJi coat ou tho surface, coDEii^tiiig uf 
opitliL-lium Thcjr wore moist aud elastic to tho tuucb, Dud 
siif!ieieiitly digfiriisthi^ to tliu uiractorie<i. Thoy had beeu Eub- 
jeded to no troatuioiit, out uvcu to that hy cold water. At 
tJineR, after nitich ererc'iee, tlioy occa!*ioiied a slight degree of 
pain, but no otiier iiiconvcnience. The patiotit had other Teiie> 
real maladies, derived Iram a chancre which he caught two 
years previouely. 

Mucous tulfcrcles commence by increased vascularity in tli« 
spot fjom whiuh tliey are about to germiuate. Sometime.^ they 
nro developed with groat rapidity, and are more or less cxcori* 
atcd. Wlicti tliey occur upon tho mucous inembruno of tlie 
labia, ■nhcro llicy aro always subject to geiitlg pressure, tliey do 
uot ordiiinrily grow touch above the adjaceot surface. If they 
arc ovolvod iu groups, and lH>uome confluent, they may exhibit 
hi tlic aggregate an extensive flat surface, wliile, if not subje»:tcd 
to pressure, tlio entire warty mass may be elevated two, ibrw or 
four liiitis nbovu the stirroniidiiig integument. Wheu MMUod 
upon the dartos tlicy are generally Eohtary, and reach an 
extraordinary elevation and size, and are often trarcr^d bj 
fissures, from which a filthy, serous exudation ooaes, citarged 
with a most revolting smell. 

Many bpouimcns present in tiieir euperficial substance a 
light yolluvpf iipptaranco, wiiieh is due to the presenca of swollen 
eebaccuus follicles. Their suft, puUaceous couisisteuco is caueod 
by uii iiiiihiation of serous huid into the minute eotiucetive 
tissue cells which abound iu the morbid growth. Tho condylo- 
mata are conNUtutcd of enlarged papilla, and have their origin 
Ui tho eorium. The accessory organs of tlio skin aUo bcgome 
involved. The sebaceous glands and foniclofi incrctisc in size, 
and Eubecquently a formation takes place of the opidcrmie-lika 
culb ; a jtrocess -uhich dues not occur iu tliti normal condition of 
tlic sebaceous apparatus. 

In Bouie cabus tbu morbid growths in questioii will remoia 
upon iho parts for a long period without annoyance to tho iudi- 
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Tidual ; In otliers, if H'Cglocted, tlicy occasionally give rite to 
superficial ulceratious, and harass llio patient uot a little. 
Wlicti tliej iiiTest llic anal region tliuy occattioiiaUy give mo to 
fistutous sores ; and iuflainiuatioEi and stricture of the rectum 
have lieeii known to occur in consequence of tliem. Tlie 
stricturo is usually situated about Iwo inclies from tlio vcrgo of 
tbe niiiB ; its form is tliat of a double funnel, and it gives rise 
to a sero-piirulQut disdiarije occationoJ by ulcerations of tlio 
mucous mcinbraria; tlio ficcos aro liquid, and are oxiicllcd 
without itiuuh difTniuIty. 

lu a caso wliich I rocenlly saw, at oiio of oui" public iJislitutions, 
tlie tuborelos covered tlio clitoi-is and tho entire mucous surface 
of tbe labia. In Bomo places they had tlie enuliflower or rasp- 
berry appearance. There was engorgement of .the inucou» stir' 
face a» far as llio examination could extend without the u^o of 
the epeculum. Tlio cpitlicliuin of tliu lubia vas ilisorgunizcil 
aud at several points detaciied, thus allowing oxcoriatioiis, from 
whicli a trivial dlscharj^o was constantly ooxiiig. This, ndiled to 
tbe natural osbalntiou froia the [jarts, produced a, nanircous 
efituvjum, wliich it is unnecessary to describe particularly. The 
mouth and throat likewise cshiliilcd consecutive lesions. The 
woman bad been married about eight months, and dated lier 
sickness from that event. Por several weeks slio Bulfcred con- 
siderably from cotiKtitutioiial disturbance arising frum licr vene- 
roal symptoms. She was prognaiit. 

These niticous tuhorclesor patciies may appear upon' any part 
of tlie body of an iiilanti wliilst, on the contrary, iu tim adult, 
they aro confined to the mucous ti^isucs and to those portions of 
skin that are poculiarly dcSicato and exposed to tVielioh. It is 
important that tliey should not be confounded with other tuber- 
cular sypliilides, wliicli arc nonuontai^ioim, whcreaa the mucous 
tubercle or broad coiidyloiua takes the first rank among the 
secoiidury or coastituttunal symptoms of syphilis, whicli arc cum- 
iDUnicable by contagion. 

Tho mucous tubercle usually appears at an earlier period than 
tlie other vuriety, and is etrictly n secondary lesion. Iu tumo 
instances, however, the mucous patchas are developed upon tho 
tongue or other parts within the mouth and elsewhere, while the 
ordinary syplulitic tubercular eru^itbu is disscmiuutud upuu the 
face, trujik and limbu. 
30" 
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CHAPTER XXXT. 
ST^aiUTIC PUSTULES. 

The pnstuUe may be conndered as forming the third link in 
the metamorphio development of the ByphiUdes. The papule 
18 usually but the prelude of the tubercle. The pustule is 
engrafted upon the tubercle, and the ulcer appears nest after 
the pustule. Such is the order of succession in most cases, but 
not in all. The normal series may be broken by the course of 
treatment, and by other interourrent circumstances ; so that we 
are unable to say whether the vis metUctUrix nalura would pur- 
sue, in all cases, ab undeviating method in this strange work of 
development, which is neither more nor less than the result of 
the various sui^cal experiments vhioh nature institutes in Iier 
own self-defence. 

The syphilitic pustule is formed upon the summit of the 
tubercle, which softens at this point, while the part that refuses 
upon or within the derma may remain unchanged. Thus the 
pustule will sometimes linger upon an indurated base for many 
weeks, and will yield but a small quantity of fluid, and this 
will be very different in composition from that of ordinary 
impetigo, the pustules of which are always of a decidedly 
inflammatory character, and always furnish laudable pus ; but 
it is seldom that true, yellow pus is elaborated from syphilitic 
pustules, although some of them belong to the impetiginous 
form of eruption. (Plate VI.) 

These pustules are extremely sluggish in their formation, 
and after occupying the derma for several weeks, or even 
months, will heal ; and thus, to one not familiar with their 
behavior, they give promise of future good to the patient ; but 
anon, a new crop springs up on some distant portion of tlie 
integument, which shows that the disease is still persistent in 
the economy. Sometimes the pustules degenerate into con- 
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fiocutive ulcerations of greater or lees depUt, and Mcretiiig ' 
foul, litiierugeiiuuu!! mixturii of blood and seniii], with perhaps 
tim iidditiuri uf a small quantity of pus globules, tlicf refuse to 
improro uudur tlio mobt judicious mtitiagciBoiit. Tlier bavc 
l>een divided by Willan into two groups. First, tlio^o that 
acquire a largo size, are seated oh an inflamed and indurated 
hase, tei'Qiiimtc iu a deiiso, brown scab, like the pustules of 
eutliyma, variola, aitd vaccluia, and are callud phlysacioas pus- 
tuleii. Tlio SGCoiid variety is kiidwn among (iL-rmatologiiits as 
psi/dracimis pustules. They are small, scattered, or in clus- 
ters, tind terminate in crusts of various irregular forms, u the 
pusttUcs of iiuptitigo, acuo, and sycoeia. Alibort (rives to Uiem 
all tlie title of cruttaccoiia pustular gi/pliilide. TI)Q for^otog 
distiiictiuuB, uUhough thoy may be clear and important to tlie 
fastidious miiul of llie professed denuaiologist, are, af^er all, a 
matter of secondary considurution ; fur the pustules require nc 
sjiecitil diflbreiice either in cunstitutionnl ur local remedial meas- 
ures. Tlie eruptions are expressive of great debility aud 
exhau&tiou of the system, vliich lins now maintained a cease- 
less warfare lor a long period against its relentless foe. 

The plilyzacioiis pustules timt arise from llie syphilitic poision, 
and buar a general rusemldamie to ectliyma, are among tlio 
most remarkable aud important we meet with. They are larger 
than tliose arising from the apices of tubercles. They are not 
nuinorous at any one time. They appear in successive crops, 
but at distant intervals. Tlioy are disseminated over various 
parts of the boJy and liuiba, and also upon the face. Tboy 
have a broad, ulcerated base, are llmtencd, and fi-e(|ueiitly hIiow 
a central depression like tliat of einulU[)0X when ou tlio decline. 
The epidermis is pudiod foi-ward by tlie preseuce of a dark, 
thick, visL'id, saiigniuolent secretion, and the pustule and scab 
are encircled by a purplish-red, not copper-colored, ring of 
subacute inflammation. If tlic disease be not arrested at au 
early period, ulceration of a superficial kind Xakvs place be- 
neath the scab, which is constantly pushed forward by nevf 
accumulcLtioiis of ichorous, semi-purulent matter; and Uiis^ in 
turn, hardens into an incrustation. The cuticle becomes do- 
tachcd around the border of this incrustation, which expands 
by increments of concentric zones, until the thin, brown, 
IKjitited, elovaled, and rough crust of nipla promiueus is pn> 
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duced. When this ciiriouB hollow cone is coinplole, tlio origi- 
oal stratum wliicli formed its Imse becomes its apex; mid of nil 
the morphological trajisformatioas that occur in the liistory of 
syphilitic pailiology, iioiiQ presont tnoro hideous or extraordi- 
nary fculiircs than the pliysioguomy of rupia proniiiieiis. 
Jtid)i;iRg from outward appetiranws aloiio, it would bo im- 
possiblu to truce any afliiiily or rclittinushi[> botwueii this mal- 
ady Alid its progenitor, tita inHigiilficatit, harmleso-looking pim- 
ple, the size of a pin's head, peering out from the iiitegiimciit 
of tlifl penis in the form of chancre. Lidividiial^i who are tlie 
Bulfjccts of this de^astatiiig form of syphilitic aflbctimi, arc 
often roduood to tho lowest dcgreo of prostration. Lifu, indeed, 
nisy bo Kpared, — it usually is, — and, after years of sufForiiig, 
debility, and eelf-loathing, the unfortunate victim may grad- 
ually QiDorgc from hU deplorable condition, and regain, in part, 
his original hnaUh. In a majority of cases, however, it is only 
ill part, and lie \s under the imjwrious necessity of watching 
and guarding at uU times, and with unremitting sulicitudc, the 
eliattered remains uf what, perhaps, was once a. fplcndid and 
vigorous frame. 

Professor Wilsoo, in the last edition of his work on diseases 
of tho skill, takes occaBioi) to modify the views lie formerly 
cxpres!«(I in regard to [lustular ernpLion:^ developed under the 
iiiQucnce of the venereal poison. For instance, lie no longer 
considers it correct to speak of impetigo si/phidtira, this pns- 
tular condition being nothing more than a syphilitic Hchoii 
pasEing into a state of ulceration. 

With the exception of rupia. it is probable that the different 
kiiidK of syphilitic pustules are in fact lint a secondary stage of 
Ucbcu or tubercle. A careful ohscrvalio]i of tho origin of the 
pustules, I think, will sustahi tiiis view, and we need Imve no 
difficulty or hesitation in adopting Wilson's theory, which is 
that tlie oidy eruption coming strictly under the denomin:ntion 
of puffilular Byphllis is rupia, an alfection dcponding cspeciLilly 
ou a pyogenic condition of the constitution. But it would bo a 
digresEion from the design of tins work to proceed more nt 
longtti into disonssion herewith a view to settle any unimpor- 
tant dltlbrcnces which the pustular as well as other syphiloder* 
matA present at different epochs of their liistory. 

Wherever the pnstiilus are situated, they are very apt to 
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imcafaur; baKe cbe efHtbefe "limpet- 
AdL" amd - ajnet A t h ." to «Ueh tbey hare heea oob^mkJ. 

Cask. — Mrs. B- >g td tbirtr-ax jvais, reafng in a n«tfhbor- 
ii^ atr. FoHT Tvan pirnoas to mj soeiiig ber she receired 
the Tcnettal poisBn &om ber htuiaoil one v«ek before his 
desdi, vluck took place sadtlenlr Iroai so iojuir. Tbe voman 
had Dew been onder tbe care of anr nvular practmooer ex- 
o^ U odd iDlertals. Tbe tampenng of quacks constituted 
tbe princqMl medical atteotioas she had received, and tbe dis- 
ease may ba nid to bare pui^ued rerr much its own course. 
It was in the month of JoIt that I saw the patient for the first 
time. I found ber sitting iu a chair. She bad been confined 
to ber room for aboat »x mooths, vas able to sit up in l>ed or 
in ber chair nearlT all dar. and could Talk across the room. 
She vas emaciated and anemic, and as filtlir as she vas tliin. 
Tbe catameoial fonctioo had been suspended for ten months. 
Tbe face was corered with some eighteen or twenty nipiat 
crusts, from the fourth to the half of an inch in diameter, and 
in length some of them bad grown to nearly an inch. Tliey 
were distributed nearly symmetrically on parts corresponding 
vith each other, not only on the face but elsewhere. Cpon 
the back of the hands, and upon the dorsal surface of tlio 
thumbs and fingers, especially on the integument covering the 
joints, they were particularly niunerous. On the upper por- 
tion of the back, tlie scaputK, about the shoulder-joints, along 
each claricte and arm, they bad also formed in great numbers, 
and had, in some instances, reached the size of an inch in diam- 
eter and as much in length. On the tliighs and legs they wore 
likewise thickly developed. About the knee-joints they had 
acquired the greatest dimensions. A few had a circumforcnoo 
equal to a half dollar. Numerons cicatrices were seen where 
former rupial sores had healed, and several ulcerated patches 
existed from which the crusts had fallen off. These atonic 
ulcers were all superficial. The woman had no relish for food ; 
the hovels were costive, the tongue slightly coated, and having 
upon its edges the impressions of the teeth very deep; the 
pulse was quick and feeUe. [Tide Frontispiece, Plate I.] 

Qninine, cbalybeates, tbe iodide of potassium, cleanliness, 
and a generous diet vere (w^scribed. In four months the 
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cording to request, was careful not to disturb it by picking 
or rubbing. The crust was produced very gradually, each 
layer being preceded by an erythematous band, which widened 
from time to time ; the cuticle subsequently became distended 
with a thick opaline, semi-punilent fluid. lu sis weeks the 
crust completed its growth. It had a slight downward cui-ve 
near its apex, projected about an iuch from the jaw, and was 
an inch in diameter at its base, which was in form a conj- 
pressed circle. None of tlie other crusts assumed this pecu- 
liar prominent aspect. They became considerably thicker in 
the central portion than at the circumference, presented a 
large circular base, were for a long time very adherent, and 
on being cast off spontaneously, an ill-looking ulcer, having 
no disposition or power to furnish healthy pus or granulations, 
was brought into view. 

One or two points in connection with the foregoing narra- 
tive I must presume to submit to the reader for consideration. 
The most careful inquiries failed to bring out the whole truth 
touching the history of this case. The husband denied all ex- 
perimental knowledge of syphilis in his own person ; and I 
believed him. Tlie woman ignored all primary symptoms, as 
developed in the usual localities or any other place ; and I did 
not believe her. I was confident that she was tlio transgressor. 
The parties were in health at the time of marriage. Now the 
query is, when did tlie woman contract the disease, before 
marriage, or after tlie birth of the second child ? She never 
suffered abortion, and both children were healtiiy. The husband 
believed the infection took place anterior to matrimony. 

Treatment of Pustular Syphilis. — For this I must refer, 
to a considerable extent, to the principles already adduced. 
If I were to offer any further considerations or suggestions, 
they would he in reference to the importance of attending 
now, more than ever, if possible, to the employment of all tlie 
hygienic means that can be summoned, with a view to rescue 
the patient from impending danger; for he is often so sadly 
reduced that medicines seem to be nearly inert, or perhaps ab- 
solutely injurious. When such a case occurs we may inter- 
pret the Mlure of tlie system to respond in the usual manner 
81 
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conduct cases of rupia to a ^iiccessful termination, may rc(;ard 
hiiuself as able to manage tlie lesaer pustular farmn that arise 
in syphilitic patients. 

Tliu iodide of potafisium oft«n exerts a salutary action over 
the ckss of acciilents now before ue^, and, in a minority of in- 
etaiLces, no oac remedy is more influential lit promuting recov- 
ery. Tito rupial aflfectioii quickly gives evidence of amend- 
ment, and the geiieml condition of the patient improves very 
rajiidly. Tlii; salt jtist named may be advantageously employed 
conjointly witli tlio cumpotiiid decoction of earsaparilla, and 
can he adaiiiiistered for several succossiTe weeks or months, if 
need Uc. lu lichotioid and tuhercular eruptions, vliicli aro 
purely secondary manifestations, the iodide fails to be useful; 
but when tlieso bavQ become pustular, and liuve reacliod that 
transition state which, so to speak, is midway between secondary 
and tertiary syphilis, or when tertiary accidents have actually 
occurred, then it is lliat it displays its sanative powers to the 
best advantage. But notwitlistaitditig the symptoms yield so 
readily to its innucnce, and lite patient contiiuics to improve, 
and even, ]i«rliapii, may remain to all appearances cured for a 
while, the disease is Hable to rettirii. Tlio same remedy can 
a^aiu be employed as ono of tlio cUraoiits in the treatment ; but 
it will not be advisuhlo to rely upon it as during its previous 
exhibition. The vencrL'al poison Etill reigns in the system ; and, 
whatever theoretical views we enlcrlaici of the action of the 
potassium, wo have the clinical fact now before us that it will 
not, alune, eradicate the virus. Where small do&cs fail, some 
Burgeons udvise a. great increase in ihc quantity, even to tho 
amount of two ur three drachms per dif-m. I have seen this 
csperimont work advantage onsly ; ami, on the contrary, I have 
known Inrge doses to be used in ruplal pustules and ulcerations 
without producing the desired improvement. Failing of suo- 
CC!>S by such a procedure, I have Gumutlmes witnessed tlio bent 
cll'ects whore liie tartrate of iron and potash has constituted a 
supplementaiY article to ulher remedies. If tJie patient Iiae 
been subjected to eomewhat heroic experimeuts for a long time, 
with no special betieEit to his malady, his system is very liable 
to become irritable and greatly debilitated; and lio seems sud- 
denly to lose all power to tolerate medicines of any description. 
The iodic, or wh^t is &till worse, perhaps, the onercurial iutoxv- 
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The small pustular and ulcerative affections that appear 
between the toes and at the roots of the nails do well whea 
dressed with aromatic wine and opium, balsam of Peru, com- 
pound tincture of Benzoin, or the weak nitric acid lotion. A 
solution of the aqueous extract of opium, with tlie addition of 
a small quantity of the solution of chloride of soda, makes au 
excellent anodjne and stimulating application : — 

R. Extrocd Opii Aquou, f^. xxv. 

Aquie FerventiB % viy. 

Cola, et adde, 

Salutioma Sodie Chloridi, . . Saj. H. 

Let the above solution be frequently applied to the sores hj 
means of pledgets of lint. 

The position of the foot, while these ulcers are upon it, is a 
matter of no small importance. It should rest upon a ciishioa 
in a chair or on a sofa. 
81* 
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Two or three dracliius are to be rubbed upon tlic scalj) at 
iiiglit. This lotion bears tlie reputation of bringing oiiL a new 
crop of liair, unless the hair foUiclos, with tlieir prodiictivo 
base or matrix, arc destroyed, wliich is not often the case with 
young syphilitic subjects, aJthough it is the fact iti senile 
buldiiess. 

TUc following lotion iU an agreeable, and oftentimes an effica- 
cious remedy : — 

H, Aqua> Colognip, ., 

Spiritus Reclilicati, SI, . , 5j- 

Tbcturw Cantharidu, 5i!j. 

Ai]<ie FontunHf, J viij. M. 

A diacliin or two may be ruhbml into the scitlp moruing and nighL 

Another topical retnody may be prepared according to the 
annexed formula : — 

n. Oiei LaTundulr, gtt XT. 

EflxentiW Jiuminin ............ 3j< 

Tinctune CQntliiindUi Sij. 

Ungucuti Roniiruin Sj. il. 

A eoinll ({iinnlity of ihi* aintroent i> to be rubbed into the scal]i with bnak 
friction. 

The use of an ointmoiit containing creosote has occasionally 
been' followed hy a reproduction of llio hair : — 

H. CreoBoti, gtt. x. , 

Ok'i Limouis, • . ■ . " iv. 

Undent! Rossruni, 5j. M. 

Tlie whole scalp should he thoronchly cleansed, night and 
morning, with the best White Windsor Sonp and warm water, 
and afterwards a small qnuntity of the ointment must he nibbed 
into tho bald patches with the finger. Meantime the iodide of 
potiiKEiiim is to bo administered inturnally. 

The iodide of mercury will sometimes arrest tho thinning of 
tlio liair when occasioned by sj-philitic causes, and the subjoined 
preparation catl he prescribed ; — 

ft. Pulveris Csmphonp • • . 

Hj-drnrpyri Prolo-iodidl, aS, ........ Bus. 

UDpienU Romrum, Sj- M. 
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A small qiianlity of thin is to bo tlioroiiglily rubbed into the 
hair at night. It i^i quite stimulating to the iutcguuicitt ; aiid 
artcr a row applicultuiis, peili&ps «very other uiglit will ha aa 
often as tlio palieiit cnii boar it com Fortably. 

Tlio following is a purtiaukr fftvuncc with some of ttie Pronch 
suDJ^cons, It sons by the nruno of Dupuytren'e pomado, 
altboiiiih it is by no means certaiu that the proparatiou can 
rightly claim &uch paternity: — 

ft. Olei CftMophj-lli, 

" Cniiellic, uA, gtX, Slj. 

Flumlii .\cctnUBi, 5 U- 

BalxnTtii Peruvian!, • ■ 3 'j- 

SpiHUlH Rci^lJGraiT), . Sj. 

MeiluUuiOwiumfioTiB, S ^i^j- U. 

Another : — 

R. Unguenti Hydnirgjri Nitratw, 59- 

Olel Olivtv, Sj. M 

The last prescription will of^on do the patient essential RCrrioe 
in obstinate casus of alopuciu. If the scalp has been the seat of 
BypiiiliUc lepra, or of any tubercular or pustular alfeclion, lear- 
ing a scaly condition of tho intugumeul, this compound may bo 
usefully ciaployed. I liavo also frequently urdorKd it with )^ati&- 
factory results iit oases of iion-spocific alopecia, accompanied 
witif a slight pityria.si3. I know of no better topical remedy, 
wliutcvor lULty have been the origiital cause of the complaint. 
It may he perfumed witU a few drops of bergamot or lavender 
if the patiunt choose. The hair should bo thoroughly bruahed 
before using it. 

Tlie hair must be kept very short either with tha scissors or 
the razor. The lallor should be used every ten or Gftvvu days 
unless tlio soalp be too tender to endure the sharing proc&ss. 
If the baldiichs he of very long standiiig, and occupy extcuuve 
portions of the skin, and if the latter present a polished, ebm^ 
natcd Lippoarancc, it will be excOGding:Iy difticiiU to relievo tJio 
dcfoniiity. In somu instances it is associated with other coii- 
Btitutional manifestations, such as pains in the bones, superfi- 
cial ulcerations, or BypUilitic lepra, fissuros about lUe angles 
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of tlie moath, partial loss of the nails (syphilitic ungual alo- 
pecia), or inflammation and hypertrophy of the mucous lining 
of the mouth and throat Id all such cases, while any of the 
above named topical remedies are applied to the calvaria, the 
general treatment indicated by these concomitant symptoms 
should be employed- 




CHAPTER XXXm 

ULCERS ON THE 'l*ONGUE. 

Akono tbe mogt frot^neut situations for tho appearaac« of 
secoudory gyniptoms ara tlie parts within the uiouth. Tlie 
lips, moro especially nt the angles of tho oral aperture, are 
yflen excoriated, or arc tho scat of ulcers ; the tongue is 
afibvtcil more or lesa with escoriaUons, with fissures, with 
ulccmtioii, and iiiilnratiou of its Biibstaiice ; tbe gums, tlie 
uvula, tiiQ toiinil:^, the soft and hard palate, and tlic iKiatunor 
walls of the pharynx, are all liable to euQer from tbv violout 
local action of thu Eypbilitic poison. The vnsciilurity of tbfl 
mucous mombrano witliiti tho biieeal cavity, and its itilimatc 
syuipiithetic and atmluuiical relations with the external iiitegu* 
metit, seem to prcdii!po!<o it to participate iu uiaiiy of Uio fumu 
of disoBso that are developed upoti tbe latter tissue. Tbu 
tendency is not manifest in the sypbilodermata alone; it is 
setiii in t^cnrlaiiim, in measles, in severe eczeuiatoiis uiflaiuiua- 
tion, etc. 

Tlio fauces lire generally iriflameil, or ereii ulcerated, at an 
early period in tbu (ruin uf eecondary venereal pheuomeua tlULt 
aro manifosted upon tlie mucous membrane. 

Ill certain patiLMits of a siTofulons dialljiisis, and of frail con- 
titilutioii, or wbo Imvo buen scantily supplied with food, or have 
lived oil that of an inferior qnality fur a long period, and Uiiu 
Itave imluced an ilnI>overi^bed state of the blood, we occasion- 
ally uiCTt with criipltoiis and uioers so nearly rescmbiinfr those 
resulting from tlie vcneroal virus tbat we cau bardly Bay 
wherein tbe diflcronce consists; and yet iiotlnng caa l>o more 
unfnrtiinalo for tliu jdiysician in private prnetico than to com- 
mit a mistake in this matter; for lac may thus charge the pa- 
tient with crime lie never committed, aud, by this false accusa- 
tion, provoke a Jisplcasiiro which may never liavo an end. 
Sailors wlio make lung voyages, and who arc reduced to ahwt 
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rations, and those, perhaps, consisting of poor articles of diet, 
axe sul>JQct, from tlioea causes, to eritptioiiti and ulcers on the 
skill, and to correspouding a|)poaraiiccs on the mucous lining of 
the mouth, whiuh closely reaoinble secondary symptoms. Iii 
examining seamei) at tlic Marino Hospital, in Chebea, I have 
occiwiynally met with 3U<;h nnuiuiLluus coses ; and the qucstiou 
has often presented itself, wlicther an eruption or ulocr upon 
any part of tlie skin or of tlia mucouB surface eiiu bo pro- 
nounced, perse, to be syphilitic, unless accoinpaiiiod by other 
corroborative testimony. I answer iu ttio negative. The opiu- 
ion here expressed, however, is not upplicalilo to infantile sf/pH- 
Uis. In now-bom children it is exti-ouicly rare to find any 
cutaneous emptiou, or any affection of the mucous uiombraiio, 
10 of thti nose or mouth, except those of a veiiL-real clmructor. 
This fact will receive further cunsid oration, under the head of 
Infantile Syphilis, in the concluding chapter of this work. 

Tuherclas, ulcerations, and otiier eousecutiva lesioiiB tliat 
attack the mouth and throat, furnish tlio strongest evidence of 
the contamination of tho blood. They are, for the most part, 
more easily managed than analogous affections that appear 
upon the cutaneous tissue. In some iuEtanccs, however, they 
prove tlio most obsiinato morbid conditions wo attempt to 
remedy. In still other cases, when we think tho parts aro 
nearly welt, and we are anticipating the time as at linnd when 
the treatment can be discoiitiikued, tho diseased aetiua will bo 
kindled up anew, and we are driven to straits as to what can be 
done next. 

The Tongue. — The true syphilitic wlcors that attack the 
tongue generally penetrate quite deeply into its substance. 
Their edges are slinrply defined, excavated, and hard to the 
touch. Their occurrence is much less frequent than the more 
superficial ulcerations of the tonsils and pharynx. They are 
somctiiQOs mistaken for cancer even by experienced surgeons. 
Several ca&es are mentioned in Ouy's lIoHpilal Reports;' one, 
in particular, where a venereal ulcer of the tongue was pro- 
nounced by several eminent surgeons to bo cancer. It was 
touched with caustic, and the iodide of potassium administered 
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iiitonially for six montIi«, ity whicli time tlrw <ilcer was healed 
pcrfwtly. Tho patioiil finally acknowledged ihat he had the 
gyphilitk: taint; and tlia presence of copperjr st&Ius, detected 
upon llic legs, conlinncil the truth of his oanfcssioii. 

In 60tu« paliifiiLs, of peuuUar idiosyncrasy, the u»c of tlie 
iodidu of potassium, for a few day* only, has boon known to 
create swolliiig, soroiiess, and hiui]>s upon tho tongue. cIomIj 
rcseinhling true syphililio tubeaies. Tlieao coudilJons of the 
organ will gciientUy subsido imuicdial«1y on the wiihdmwal of 
tiie medicine. 1 have kiiowa the pruseiico of artificial lootii 
give risG to iiijiirici^ of the tongue, which, judf^ni; from appear- 
Slices prt'senled by the lumubL-r, npnrl fruui all cihor considera>- 
tioiis^ could not bo diHtluguished from veuereal aocidonls. I 
hiivc seen two siicli inataiious williiii a your, and hav« met with 
others in the course of my practice. Tho individuals have 
usually been palo, delicate, dyspeptic females. In the two last 
cases to which I have alluded the edges of tlio tongue were 
ulcuruted in several piticoa. Both patients were married vomea. 
Botli knew that their husbands had suftbrcd from syphilis in 
former days, and both cutertaiued au abiding fear that tiieir 
lingual dilBciiUy was due to the undent delinquency of tiieir 
recreant lords. 

The sides of tho tongue are soraetimos affected with fmall 
ulcers, liaviiig well-marked indurated edges, as a consequence 
of long-continued attrition against tho sharp fnigmcnt of a 
decayed tooth. Theee sores bear a closo resemblance to syph- 
ilitic iilocrs occupying the same localltios. Their occurrence 
demonstrates aiid enforces tho unporluuce of always afcceriain* 
ing, l)y careful examination, tliu »tato of the teeth before ve 
decide U[)on the character of the lesion thus situated. 

Tlio interna! use of luercitry will sometimes occasion super- 
ficial uleerntioiiB upon the tongue, or even severe glossitis, vbile 
the- gums iind salivary glands remain undisturbed by tho raedi- 
cinc. A knowledge of the entire history of the case and its 
trvtitmenl will enable tbo surgeon to judge of the prociso 
nature of these abiionnal eoiiditiong, and to determine wlielhor 
they are mercurial or syjjhilitic. 

The most frequent syphilitic affections of tho tongue coneist 
in eupcrScial abra^^ions, of various exteut and shape, aiid 
wtuated oil tho dorsum, among the circumvnllate papills. 
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Thej do not appear to extend much, if any, deeper than the 
baee of these papilln. The diseased surface is of a fierj red 
color, if the epithelium has been remored ; but sometimes this 
delicate covering is oa\j partially detached, and may be seen 
rolled up into minute, looseaed granules, afid resting on the 
excoriated organ, giving it a mixed color of vbite and red, or 
perhaps yellowish white. 

Another lingual trouble, of venereal origin, is occasionally 
met with. I refer to sinuous fissures, which form on the margin 
or dorsum. They are of various deptlis. Sometimes they are 
mere superficial cracks; sometimes they penetrate two or tliree 
lines, and exhibit irregular, ulcerated edges. In other in- 
stances no ulceration can be detected. The parts have very 
much the appearance of a small incised wound made by a 
sharp cutting instrument. This breach of continuity is fre- 
quently associated with tubercles in some portion of the buccal 
cavity ; but it may be the only specific symptom complained of. 
It is, in most cases, a source of no little annoyance to tlie indi- 
vidual, who can neither eat nor converse with comfort or free- 
dom. 1 have at tliis time under treatment a young man who 
had, a year or two since, constitutional syphilis, and has now 
several rbagades, or clefts, runnhig parallel with each other 
across tlie tongue, on both sides, opposite the molar teeth. 
They have existed for more than ten mouths. The patient has 
no other venereal manifestation. The chlorate of potash has 
proved particularly beneficial in this case. 

When my attention was first directed to these sulci, I could 
scarcely persuade myself that thoy were syphilitic, but sus- 
pected they were caused by friction of the tongue against the 
teeth in some patients, and in others, who used tobacco, I 
attributed tliem to its influence. The affection is occasion- 
ally attended with a slight oozing of blood from the diseased 
surfaces. 

Treatment. — These fissures are often difficult to cure. The 
ulcerative process extends farther than might appear from sliglit 
inspection, and I have known this complaint to resist every 
remedial appliance for several months. The solid nitrato of 
silver, used daily or every other day, will sometimes cause the 
ulcerated walls to close up and heal kindly in a very short 
32 
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time. In other instances, its employment Is prodnctiTe of no 
benefit. The chlorate of potasli, both as & garglo and internally, 
is generally useM; so also is tlie compouud tmcLure of iodine 
brushed ovur tlie porta Iwu or three times each day. 

Sumotimes thc*puiiont complains of n coiiiitant dull pun iD 
tlio part. In siicli cases tlio following lotion may be employed 
several times during tlie day, by means of a small camel's hair 
pencil : — 

H. Ksimcti Opit Aqiuwj, gf- TJ- 

AejuHT F«rvL>LitJH, .,,,,•■.••>■> Si|j- 

M. Cola. — (tBddfl, 

McUU Commuiiu, 5^- 

Tiiiuiura- MjrrhjD, 5 ^ 

The iiTidiltitcd tincturo of niyrrli, tho compound tinotare 
of InveiHlci', the aromatic wine, witli tannin and opium, a 
weak sohition of tiie potassiotartrato of iron, may all be em- 
ployed. If tlie complaint Bht>w no disposition to progress 
towards a, cure under the inftuenco of ono of these topical 
rouicdics, aiiDlher and another must bo Qxperimoiited witli, 
uiiUt u favoraiilc efiect is realized. 

Allusion lius been made to the fact that nearly all tlie «ypl*- 
tlitic lesions of tlie skin have tliuir analogies in tlie mucous 
mcinbrniios; and, accordingly, in addition to the phenomena 
already spccilicii as invading the moiilli, we find tho deep, ex- 
cavated ulcer, the inflammatory ulcer, the slonghing ulcer, tlio 
ragged ulcor, tlio clironic ulcur, the creeping serpiginous and 
snpei-ficiul nicer; all wliieh may attack any part within tlte 
liiiccal cavity, as the uvula, the raacc>«, the tonsils, and the 
pharynx. Tlic ulcers that appear upou the palutine vault, or on 
the fauces or pharynx, do not ordinarily peiioti'ate these ports 
to any great e.vtonl; those that come upon the tonsils eat their 
way lliroiigh these glands in a very irregular mamier, and cut 
out oxcaviitiona of alt depths and sizes. 

SLOUoyiNO tTu'EHATiONS — aro among the most formidable 
accidents tiiut seize npun tho mucous membrane of the mouth 
und Lbroat, especially when ideated upon tlio posterior walls of 
tlio pburyii!!. These ulcerations may form either in the seo 
ondary or tertiary period of syphilis. Their disposition, is, 
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has eaSeA lot man Uian 

raBbrea bum f***^- 
vjiDpCoois of one iami snd aaotlan' fcr more th«a »ix jears, 
villi an aotamtml tntet t£ a fe* »«^s. 

Sec o pJ ai y Joighing nleermtiaa of tfae phtrjox sometiines 
girea rife to & cilenliofi mad trreritj of symptoms vhicli it 
b Dot is ibe pover of boman l«o^»g« to describe. In th«o 
cxinordt&ary c*aet the p*lie&t is doonted lo safl«r iiit^n^ly 
from eouuiUiuoBal tmUttcMi. The pulse sinks to an extreme 
degree of fiseUeaen, the skin becomes hot and drjr, tl)cro is 
noceadng pain ia ibe throat and chest, with a sonsation of im- 
{tenditig BoSbeation, vhich any atteupt at doglutiti<>u cxftS|>or- 
ates, aud renders etill more alarming. Tlie morbid process, aa 
■Ireadj stated, extends \a everj direction, inrolviiig Uie ti^iies 
in one contiiiuotut, uloeratiog surface. Among tlte important 
structures tlius engaged are the epiglottis and the larynx ; and 
the patient is tlien tormented vith fits of coughing, accoro- 
panied bjr a constant secretion of thick, viscid ealiii'a, whicli ad- 
beres firml; to the tliroat ; expectoradoa becomes difltcult; so 
much so that he tlirusU his &ugera into bis moutJi to- pull 
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Bway the ropy mass, stid thus save himself from auffocatioa. 
B; liay thci-c is a cea^zle^e iiiclinalioii, but without the ability, 
to vuiiiil ; iLiid Uuriiig the night the throat is clogj^ed every lew 
inii)Uli>K liy the incessunt di^^eliargc, and he is, const>quetitly, not 
only deprived of sleep, but thrown into great distress. Tha 
power «f speech bocomes more aud niorc fucblv, utilll, at longtbf 
vom|iictc aphonia EUp>L-rvcucs. Duy iiflor day ihn f^ymptoms' 
a!«t;imi(> a luurc despcratQ chni'actcr, until tho suffcriiifs of the 
miscruhlc victim finally become terrific. He can Dcitlier eat, 
drink, nor »lccp, and he falls into acoiidition from which do 
human skill cau rc8cuo him. 1 have gcgii a fen- instances of 
tikis descriptioti, tlio last of which occurred about two years 
since ill this city. The agony, bodily and mental, in the case, 
WHS no uiircmittitig and dreudful, that tho paticut oflea bcggtid 
for elilurofonn to put an end to his existence. Reduced nearij 
to a ^'kolctoii, he sank at lost under tlie weight of his accumu- 
lated iniseries. 

Thosa of iny readers wlio have had au opportunity to ob- 
serve from day to day the symptoms of an individual strug- 
gling with tlio variety of pharyngeal uloeralion, tho promioent 
ttVwts produced hy which arc here given, will bear witness 
that the de&cription is not couched in the language uf hyper- 
holij. Thirty or forty years ago such cases were far more 
common among venereal patients than thoy have been since a 
muro simple and ratiouul treatmcut has characterized medical 
practice. 

Treatment. — This resolves itself into local and general, as is 
the fact in nearly all venereal affections. 

Ill llic divcrsihcd syphilitic ulcerations and otlier morbid con- 
ditions of tlie luouth and throat, topical remedies, although for 
tiio most part of secondary importance, are nevertheless of 
groat value; and the patient will not ho ctmleiil without re- 
course to them, iiur should the surgeon. In tlle^cIcclio» of the 
tiiusst apjiroprlalc local means, by which to eslabhsh and keep up 
heallhy atitioii in the aflection now before us. the profossicMial 
attendant will often find his highest skill put to a severe test 

NiTBic Acid. — For s/miff'kin^ ulcers the concentmtod 
nitric acid is justly r? ma excelleut topical remedy. 
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It is fiuited to a majority of such sons. If the suitor de- 
sire to touch it upon tlie tonsils, Fauces or any part nearer to 
the oral aperture, a small bit of sponge, secured to whalebone 
and slightly vet with the acid, should be used. The utmost 
care must be observed not to Imvo any dripping of the Said. 
Afler moistening the sponge, it will be well to squeeze it 
against the cup or gallipot, so that there shall be no danger of 
a particle of tlie caustic falling where it is not wanted. The 
medicated sponge is to be carried forward directly against the 
ulcer, and withdrawn as quickly as possible. A tumbler-fiill 
of warm water should be at hand, that the patient may use it 
as a gargle at once. The surface touched with the acid will 
now present a white aspect, which is evidence that it has done 
proper execution. After .one or two trials, the young surgeon 
will feel at ease in performing this not unimportant operation, 
which he should always take a pride in doing well. If the 
posterior surface of th« pharynx be the seat of disease, 
and if the application of the escharotic be made there, the 
operation is not so simple as when performed on the parts just 
spoken of. This is true at least so far as relates to the patient. 
In spite of all precaution it will sometimes happen tliat the 
dense vapor generated while the acid is being applied will ex- 
cite exceedingly unpleasant symptoms. 'While the surgeon 
depresses and coofiQes the tongue with a spatula or spoon, for 
the purpose of gaining free access to the distant walls of the 
pharynx, the patient cannot always have perfect control of 
the respiratory apparatus. The head is inclined backward, and 
the epiglottis and its immediate dependencies are not in a nor- 
mal position. Tlie heavy fumes of the acid may gravitate 
upon these parts, which may be instantly stimulated to a most 
violent spasmodic action, threatening tite life of the patient. 
Some writers give us the caution to wait until the fumes of 
tlie acid pass off from the sponge before applying it ; but if it 
be merely damp, there is still a liability to serious mischief 
from particles of vapor lodging where they ouglit not. I speak 
from experience. I once had under my care a young medical 
gentleman with extensive ulceration upon the pharynx, to which 
I applied the acid with a probang, the sponge being not so large 
as a common chestnut. This was done every second or third 
82* 
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da;, for tvo or three veeks, cam being nlvays taken to have the 
Bpongo acidulated in the sligblust manner possible. The fumes 
at length occasioned u good duul of trritation, cotigliing, and 
distress in breathing. At each successive trial these unplctsant 
offects imcreased, until it became impracticable to use this topical 
remedy, although it exerted a favorable iofluence apoo tbe 
ulceration. The last application was made with great pnideace 
uid gentleness, but it instantl/ produced intense t^ny and 
alarm. For a moment it almost seemed lliat tlie patient must 
expire. I ara euro these untoward eflecUi were caused by ttte 
vapor, and not hy any excess of tlio ncld. Tlio compound tinc- 
ture of Bomtoin was substituted, and the iruits of its good sorvioe 
in maintaining healthy granulations upon the ulcerated parts 
were eoon manifest. It was applied thrice daily for Uiree or 
four days ; BubKequeutly, only twico a day, and by the p&tient 
himself. Where it is proposed to touch the nitric acid to tlio 
posterior surface of the pharynx, I think it should be diluted 
with two or three tunes it5 quantity of water. The numerous 
trials, howerer, which I have now made with the Benzoin tincture, 
and the prompt and beueHcial rosuUs that have uniformly been 
obtained, have weanod mo from tlie acid as a topical remedy in 
the disease under consideration. The unmitigated harshness 
of the latter substance, and t)>C danger invariably attending its 
most cautious employment, will deter me from using it upon 
Uie pharynx. The Benzoin is about as safe as so much cold 
water, and, as a cnratire agent in such cases, I know not where 
to look for its superior. T/tc compound tinciurt: of Bcnsoia has 
lost none of its ancient prestige. It was formerly known as 
Trnumatie Balsam, Wade's Balaam, Friar's Balsam, etc. In its 
immediate local elfect it is moderately stimulating, and as a 
reparative to ordiiiary sloughing ulcers, wherever situated, I 
regard it as possessing great merit. It was once a popular ap- 
plication for recent wounds. — to whieh. it is scarcely nocesBory to 
say, it is iujurious, as it would excite too much inflammation, 
and thus prevent uuiou by the firet intentioo. As a local appli- 
cation, to the pharynx it can bo intrusted to the patient's man- 
agement with safety. If a few drops happen to be swallowed 
no harm can result. 
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Cabe. — Slot^Ainff ulcer of the pkaryitx — compound tincture 
of Benzoin employed — cure. 

April 7, 1856. The patient vas a married lady, of education 
ud high social position, aged 28 years. She vas extremely 
pallid, tliin in flesh, and dejected in spirits. Four years ago she 
received the primary iuoculation from her husband, who lived 
everywhere. She had secondary eruptions and ulcerations more 
or less upon the skin for three years before I saw her. When 
she first consulted me, there vas inflammation and hypertrophy 
of the fauces, and a few vegetations of the size of kernels of 
wheat bad sprouted upon them. The posterior surface of the 
pharynx had been the seat of similar growths, except, as she re- 
ported, that the latter had a larger base than those on the 
fituces. They were, doubtless, broad, flattened, mucous tuber- 
des. A ' few slender excrescences wero also hanging from 
the velum. At the date above specified an extensive ulcer occu- 
pied the pharynx, giving much discomfort and pain, and occa- 
noning serious impediment in deglutition, especially when she 
attempted to swallow solid food. The skin was free from disease, 
altliough numerous cicatrices, occasioned by former ulcerations, 
were imprinted upon the extremities. 

Mercury had been administered at different times; but there 
was no evidence that ptjalism liad ever been induced. As a 
local appliance to the pharynx, the compound tincture of Ben- 
zoin was selected. At first it was used twice daily, by means of 
a bit of sponge secured to a stick. In two days the ulcer 
acquired a decided reparative action. In ten days the patient, 
who resided some tliirty miles from the city, was allowed to 
return home, with instructions to use the tincture two or three 
times each day, — which she did. She complained of very little 
iscouvenience from the immediate impression of the tincture. 
In a few weeks the ulcer was healed. For the removal of the 
abnormal growtlis upon the fauces a few touches with tlie con- 
centrated nitric acid proved sufficient. 

Tlie administration of the potassio-tartrate of iron in the 
infusion of gentian, associated or alternated with the iodide of 
potassium ; opium to quiet any occasional pain and irritability 
of the system, and to secure refireshiug sleep by night; quinine, 
decoction of Barsaparilla, decoction of yellow dock root, gener^ 
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ous diet, vine, porter, warm bnlliinf:;, and the pure air of Um 
couiiiry, coustititlod the general therapeutics in llie above case. 
No racrcurj was employed, either locally or utliorwise, wliiisi the 
patioiit was under my care. Kho improved gmdiiully, and witl>- 
out experiencing any relapse, until she acquired a tolorable 
measure of health, ultliougli by uo means oc{ual to that of former 
days. 

A few months after tho date given in the preceding instance, 
another of similar character came under my charge, sllbough 
tlie ulceration did iiol occupy tlte pharynx. 

Sfpiembff ", 1856. — Patient Mrs. B., aged 32 yeara. Twice 
married. Infected with primary disease aix yearn ago by her 
tirat husband ; knows elie bad cliaiicrc. Reports that she never 
had any cutaneous eruption, nor otiicr abnormal condition of 
the skin, except what was then apparent. Lari^c, dirty yellow 
blotches covered moi^t of the integument of both thighs. The 
discoloration gave no inconvenience, and never bad. It had 
existed, according to the patient, nearly four years. Nu marks 
of ptipulos, pustules, or ulcers, to bo discovered on any portion of 
tho akin. The complexion, originally fair, had now a mottled 
appenranco; integument, generally, felt liarish and dry; aud a 
furfuraceons exfoliation of tlie cpidorma of tlio upper extrem- 
ities, betwQcn the shoulders, upon ttic chest and face, pi-esented 
itself, attliiHigh daily ablution was practised. The |»atient was 
a short, stoul-built woman, but comjilained of great lassitude, 
pains in the limbs and bcud, loss of appetite, and cstrvimu diffi- 
culty of deglutition. Ir^lie was unable to swallow a particle of 
solid food, and had lost eighteen pnnnds of flosh in six montliB. 
The vocal apparatus was so mutilated lliut sho could scarcely 
enunciate licr words' so as to lie undcrbtood. She stated that 
she had taken largo quantities of mcrciiry at different times 
uudcr tbo direction of physicians, and had snffcred from saliva- 
tion. Upon examination of tho mouth, a large portion of tiie 
fauces, the loui^il^, and M>ft palate was found to have teen de- 
stroyed, and tbo buccal cavity presented a liideoui^ look. Bow 
mud) of this extensive destruction was duo to mercurial 
action, and how much to the syphilitic poi»on, could not be deter- 
ouued ; but tUu fuct that the ekiii had uover been di$turbod by 
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any p&pular, tubercular, or other morbid condition of a serious 
character, led me to doubt whether all the mischief which had 
happened within the mouth was chargeable to the latter cause. 

The constitutional treatment in this case was almost precisely 
like that adopted iu the preceding. The only topical remedy to 
the ulcerated remains of the palate and the fauces was the com- 
pound tincture of Benzoin. The employment of gargles was 
impracticable ; they could not be retained iu the mouth. The 
moment the head was raised all fluids would descend into tlie 
oesophagus. The patient resided about aa hour's ride from 
Boston. She reported herself irom time to time. From the 
7th of September to the 1st of the following January, she gained 
in weight IwetU^five pounds, and at this latter period the dis- 
eased surfaces were healed. An ingenious artisan constructed 
a metallic palate, which the patient has worn nearly the whole 
time without inconvenience. She remains well, and eats, 
drinks, and converses without difficulty. 

The sponge or rag-swab employed for applying the tincture 
of Benzoin very soon becomes liard and unfit for use, but the 
patient can easily keep himself supplied with a fresh stock. 

My experience with the Benzoin is limited to old, atonic 
ulcers, and to secondary phagednaie or sloughing ulcers. In 
the treatment of primary phagedsenic, chancrous sores, I 
should question its utility. For tliese the concentrated nitric 
acid or the saturated solution of potassio-tartrate of iron is to 
be preferred. 

Gaboles. — In cases where the compound tincture of Benzoin 
is employed repeatedly during the day, it is seldom necessary to 
resort to gargles. In some instancy, however, the latter are 
required ; and there are several formula that prove beneficial in 
various kinds of ulcerations within the mouth. A solution of 
the chlorate of potash, of different degrees of strength, has 
already been sufficiently noticed. A decoction of the sophora 
tinctona (wild indigo or indigo-weed) makes an effective gargle 
fbr aplithous and other ulcers of the mouth, whetlier syphilitic 
or mercurial. Tlie bark of the root is the part to be steeped, in 
the proportion of one ounce to the pint of water. The oxymel 
of Bubacetate of copper, diluted with water, is another prepara- 
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tioii tlmt will be found excellent. The TolloiriD? is the strength 
geaorolly to be employed ; — 

R. Oxymellii Cnpri SabuMadi, gg 

Aquir FonliuuB, ". Jij, 

M. ft fpiri^iiriiiinA. To be u»«d repeatedly during tkft d*f . 
Another : — 

K. Decortt CInrhoniP Corticw, Jt 

AciJi UydrocWorict Dituti 3 fj- 

M- ft. gargarisina. To be uttfS two or three timv* ■ dij. 7be Bovth 
•hould be rinsed wilb v»rm water immuJiatelr nftfrnrda. 

A mixture of ciiichoim aud opium furnishes a valuable «a«h 
uid gargle in all coses of sloughitig ulcers within the mouth ; 
•1m> u'lierc there is a disposition in the part to deguucnttu into 
a ^aii^rcrious conditiou, as is sometimes seen in the sidu of the 
cliet'k, tho guma, elo. 

R. Corticu Cinchatiie Rubnr, ,, JjJ. 

Aqur Szy. U. 

Boil down to eight ounces, and add one scruple of tlie watery 
cxlntct of opium. Filter. To he used <ul libitum. 

If the under surface of the toiigno be tilccmtod, a Btnall 
piece of English lint, soaked in weak uhloriuated waler, should 
bo kept in contact with it. 

CossTiTcnONAL REMEDtES. — Tlio brief epitome of tlie gen- 
eral treatmcut pursued iii the two la^t coses re|]orted, together 
vilh what has been fidranced elsewhere in preceding pages. 
Trill, 1 trust, sufficiently indicate tlie riewB I eutertoJii relative 
to tlia constitutional measures when stoughiug ulcers exist in 
tlie mouth. The use of mercury, while the patient has tho 
misfortune to be struggling with such an affeclion, seems wholly 
uncalled for, and, in a majority of cases, would be sadly disas- 
trous. H« is sufRciently luiserablo without Uie hazard of he- 
coming still more eg by lie action ; and in such a juncture the 
practitioner should study to spare the i>oar victim any expasiire 
to causes tbflt inifrlit provoke u serious aggravation of syinptoois. 
Mercury, tUorel'ore, should be willilioldeu. JJut whea tlie pa^ 
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tient comes to us vith other venereal Bymptomfl, which have 
been mentioned as appearing within the mouth and throat, aoi 
W6 are sure they are such, our inquiry should be, when we are 
about to prescribe, whether mercurials have been administered 
and have had a fair trial. If they have not, and if the consti- 
tution of the patient appears to be in a favorable conditioa, so 
that he can bear the remedy with safety, then the bichloride, to 
the amount of one-eighth or one-tenth of a grain, morning and 
eveoing, may be prescribed in combination with tonics, sudo- 
rifics, and a generous diet The effect of mercury, even when 
administered in small quantities, must be carefully watched ; 
otherwise a sore, which is not of a sloughing nature, may 
become so, especially if it be located on the soft palate, or the 
inside of the cheek. If mercury in any form has been given, 
the iodide of potassium should be our chief reliance ; for it will 
probably turn out that the case is ei&er far advanced in the 
secondary period, or is what syphilographers style in the transi- 
tion-stage between secondary and tertiary syphilis. At any 
rate, if mercury has been tried, and has failed to cure, the 
potassium will be well adapted to the case. It can be alter- 
nated, if tlie physician choose, with large quantities of the 
potassio-tartrate of iron ; titat is, one of these preparations 
may be given for two or three weeks, and then the other. 
Nitric acid, quinine, aud sarsapariUa are to be administered in 
some cases as auxiliaries. 

In regard to local measures which may claim confidence, the 
formulae inserted under the head of sloughing u/cers,will fur- 
nish the mind of the judicious medical attendant with ample 
resources from which to make appropriate selections, according 
to the different varieties and phases which the ulcerations may 
present If the consecutive phenomena now under considera- 
tion are seen at an early period, they can usually bo subdued 
without difficulty, and tho probability of their reappearance in 
their original severity is not very great, even if they return at 
all. For the twofold purpose, however, of guarding the sys- 
tem as far as possible against a recurrenco of these symptoms, ' 
and of protecting it against any tertiary phenomena, tho potas- 
sium and potassio-tartrate of iron should be continued for four 
or five months in moderate quantities, and with occasions 
intermissiona of one or two weeks. 
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If m kNig period hts inlcrrcoed sinca tlia adreat of Uiera 
ttBODdarf lesioBs> and if tba ooastitittMM Iwb beoome, as it 
were, Mtaisted with lh« ^phUjiic poisoa, which majr Iw known 
hf the cMkCcautuit tyipplaow oa iba akin, bj Doduraal rheii- 
OMtie paiiB ia Ui« booaa «r joinb, by Un falling^ out of the 
hair, tj ibe pale, eaiaciated. and «hriTeUed features, b; tb« sod, 
adjmunM: 5tat« of tbo nuiaele^, and hj the serious detenoraticn 
of the geaer^ lieAlth, — all which are indications that terliarj 
adaetiana are about lo appear, — then our aatidpauoas in tliecase 
irin be any thiiig but farocabte. However Judicious tlte line 
of tceatmeat, aud Wwevvr successful for tbe time being, tbo 
disease will mauiftnC a vtobilit^r oat iuhereiit in any oilier wal- 
adjr ; aud tbe chancea are that, before many mouths hare 
elapsed, tlie patient will a^n present himiielf with the nece»- 
aitY upoa him of once more testing our i^kill : or, wtiat if> quite 
as possible, some professional neighbor majr be called upoo to 
occupy our post. 

LiBrsx. ^ When a patient has for a long period BufTered 
fromconstiliilional syphili:^, ho is liable to become affcctod with 
TariotiS morbid conditions of the Urriix. The local aiTcctioD 
may be simply a catarrhal congiestion, or it may advance to au 
iutcuse iiiflammutory action, re?iulting iu extensive ulccratioo 
and consc<|UGnt lost) of snbetance. llierc is copious expectora- 
tion of TceLid purulent mjittor, mixed wiUi blood ; and if the 
morbid action is not arrested at an early period, tlte glottis, tbe 
cricoid, and older cartilape--. are either totally dflslroyod. nr. as 
has \>ep.a noticed ia some fatal cas«s, oro found m a state uf 
caries and necrosis. 

In some instances soft, whitish, irregular tubercles, or condy- 
lomata, arc formed ii[>on the surface, together with tedemn aud 
gradual thickening of the mucous and sub-mucous tissues, in- 
volving more or less thu iiitcr-cartilagi nous portions of (he vocal 
ConJs, atid producing hoursetioss, cough, striduloiis breathing, 
dysphoiiift, or even total loss of voice. Under lliese abnormal 
circuuislaiices, as may bo seen willi the laryngoscope, the diame- 
ter of the lapyageal canal is very much diminished by ihe tume- 
faction of iu walls. This narrowing, or contraction, in termed 
st/iihUilic stenosis, and is wldom influfincL'd by the use of any 
local remedies. Occasionally the apjilicatiuu of nitrate of sU* 
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Ter, or a weak Bolution of the bichloride of mercury (one grain 
to the ounce) has proved efficacious ; and in one instance wliictr 
recently occurred in the Loudon Hospital, under the care of 
Mr. McKenzie, great improTement appeared to result from a 
" pulverized solution " of perchloride of iron, which the patient 
inhaled. The strength of the solution was in the proportion of 
five grains to the ounce.* 

The iodide of potassium is the most promising constitutional 
a^nt for subduing these laryngeal phenomena, vhicli belong 
partly to the secondary and partly to the tertiary group of 
symptoms. 

■ LondoD Hedictd TimeB and Ouette, March S, 1664, p. 2S3. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 



SYPHILITIC DISEASES OF THE NOSTBILS AXD NASAL 

FOSS.£. 

Tfese accidents requira but a brief special notice. They 
usually appear subsequently to the ftfTeciioDS which implicate 
the toiiguo a.iid buccal mucous limiig. lit some iiistoncee thej 
can bo properly reckoned among the more tardy seoondaij 
symptoms ; at other times tliey are to be included iu the te> 
tiary group. 

Tlio ulcers that form withiu the nose, under the influence of 
the syphilitic diathesis, present two varieties ; the first beio^ 
giiparficial, and cou&iicii to tho muooua surface ; the other pco- 
L'tnitiiig more profoundly, and destroying not only more or 
lees of tlio aofl parte, but also attacking tind demolisliing tlie 
cartilaf^iiious and osseous atructuree, and producing conse- 
quont irreparable deformity of the featiiroa, impairment of 
speed), and abolition of the sense of smcU. These etfects 
are not unfrcqueiitly wilneesed in patients who, either from 
iicglijct or neuebsity, bavo failed to receive proper medical 
attention. 



I 
I 



Tlic symptoms of morbid action are usually dcToloped in a 
very graduiil manner, and, iu many instances, exist for several 
moiitliE before they excite alarm or even suspicion. At first tho fl 
patieitl discovers a Utile tendeniesB of the Schneiderian mcna- ^ 
branc, uUli a sensation of soreness within the nasal passages, 
and a slight impediment to the free transit of air in the process 
of respiration. At this early stage lliero is no fixed pain in tlie 
parts, and the individual merely has occasioa to employ llie 
handkerchief, and make a little extra effort to dislodge any 
accumulations which he thinks may Iiavo been secreted in con- 
sequence of a cold. Sometimes no abnormal exudation occiUl 
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until Beveral weeks have passed, when nlceratioa takes place in 
some portions of the mucous tissue. The dischat^e is small in 
quantity, and consists in a hetert^neous compound of blood, 
pas, epithelium, and debris of the parts that have heen de- 
stroyed. It exhales a most offensive odor. Sometimes it con- 
cretes upon the ulcer, and is dislodged in the form of a dark, 
Arj, thick scab. The natural tones of the voice become altered 
as the morbid process extends, and the patient, perceiving that 
what he regarded as a cold has taken a singular turn, at length 
applies for advice. This is the simplest and most superficial 
form of ulceratioQ which occurs witbin the nasal apparatus. 
It belongs to the secondary accidents, and is sometimes co- 
existent with cutaneous affections of the same chronological 
epoch in the history of the syphilitic disease. 

A favorable progncms may usually be eutertained. With or^ 
dinary skill on the part of the practitioner, and prudence and 
care on the part of the patient, the affection above described 
may be healed in a short time. But when ulceration within 
any portion of the nasal organ appears as a tertiary symptom, 
OUT anticipations will be of a different complesioQ. The patient 
will probably survive this local affection ; but the chances are 
that the cartilages and bones of the nose will be destroyed to an 
extent that will result in a most repulsive deformity, and render 
him utterly wretched for life. 

The abnormal action is remarkable for the exceedingly slow 
rate of its progress. The soil parts may remain in a merely 
hypertrophied state for weeks and months witliout yielding any 
morbid exudation, and the complaint may appear to be nearly 
stationary. In time a slight but foetid discharge is noticed, 
containing perhaps small osseous fragments detached at dis- 
tant intervals from one of the turbinated bones, from the 
ethmoid or vomer. These facts will show, with sufficient plaih- 
ness, that ostiUs exists, with ulceration of the soft coverings of 
the bones. The two lesions often accompany each other ; and 
the medical practitioner who has had much experience will 
regard such a condition of things with profound apprehension. 
The disorder, as thus developed upon these parts, may continue 
its ravages for two, three, or four years, notwithstanding his 
unremitting and most judicious efforts, and terminate only with 
a total loss of the whde interior of the nose. The complaint 
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patients who complain of this local trouble, which, in Ter^ 
many instances, is but the sure harbinger of a more profound 
mischief that avaits the ill-fated organ. 

If the periosteum and bones are involved, the constitutional 
treatment will form a difficult problem for the consideration of 
tlie wisest practitioner. The symptoms in these cases are so 
remote from the original specific lesion which gave them birth, 
that mercurials must be excluded from the calendar of thera- 
peutics ; for they would only augment existing evils. Indeed, 
there is reason to believe that caries and exfoliation of the nasal 
bones are not always produced by the exclusive agency of the 
syphilitic poison, even in venereal patients. In many instances 
these shocking results have been induced in part, if not wholly, 
by tlie previous injudicious administration of mercury. 

Of tertiary syphilitic affections of the nose I have met with a 
goodly number of cases. I have seen them most frequently in 
tlie foul wards of our public charitable hospitals, the final 
refuge of so many victims of both sexes, who are reduced to 
the last extremity of wretchedness. The facts I have gleaned 
in connection with this form of disease have almost brought the 
conviction to my mind tiiat, in very many instances, it is but litde 
benefited by any medicinal remedies. All the tissues tliat con- 
stitute tlie oi^an may continue for years to be the abode and 
the prey of the venereal element, while no other portion of the 
physical system is absolutely implicated. The external integ- 
ument of tlie nose, the mucous membrane, and the periosteum, 
yield up their substance little by little to the morbid encroach- 
ments; and the fragile bones become denuded, perforated, and 
eroded by the same destructive process, which, whether any 
attempts are made to arrest it or not, seems to advance at about 
an equal pace. The work of demolition progresses without pain 
and with almost inconceivable sluggishness, showing itself at 
distant intervals in decrements of a solitary granule of bone, 
or in a microscopic relic of soft tissue, dislodged from the dis- 
eased locality, together witii other effete matters. 

The exliibition of the iodide of potassium alternately with 
the potassio-tartrate of iron, a nutritious diet, residence in a 
wholesome atmosphere, and the inculcation of regular habits, 
constitute a code of treatment which should be recommended in 
this deplorable condition of the syphilitic patient 
83* 



CHAPTER XXXV, 

SYPHILITIC IRITIS. 

Tina affection was formerly attributed to llie physiological 
octiuii of mercury, but is now known to be one of tlio iiiani* 
festatioDs arising in consequence of the venereal contaminffl* 
lion. ni id to exist, in many instances, where mercury has cor»- 
etltuttid no \nai of the treatment for tUo cure ol' the original 
di!teuM3. The Geriuau oculists were the Qr^t to dincover this 
fact. 

Tlie disonler frequently arises in conjunction willi secondary 
pliennniona on tliu sltin or mucous mumbnutes, and must of 
itself, in such cttFOs, be reckoned as m secondary accident. It 
snincticiGs, liowcvcr, makes its ap|)caraiLCC at a very lato 
t»oriud, wlkile tho puliout is alTlitrted with periobt«al and otiier 
well-marked tertiary alTcctions ; and, when thus a»;suciatcd, it 
in proper to regivrd it as a tertiary IvHoit. Tho distineiioii 
hero given is sotnewlmt iinpcirtoiit, especiully in ri;lation to 
treatment. Tlie liurapcutics adapted to the former group of 
syniplonis may not tic suited to the latter. For instance, 
cases of iritis, occurring while the ekiii is more or less covered 
with Eypbilitic papules or tuhorcle?, ma^ do well uudor tho 
influence of mcreuriuU; wlierous tho sumc ophtlmlmie symp- 
tom, developed at a more advunced |ioriod of tho s[jeciric dis- 
ease, and as a sort of tertiary vvaiiKe, would do better under th« 
use of iifdide of potassLniD and utliur tonicn. 

Tho complaint may exhibit an acute or a chronic typo from its 
earliest stage, or the chronic foriu may eu|)errene upon the acute. 

The term "iritis," as signifying a distinct mnlady, has been 
objw:tcd to by some eminent surgeons, hecanso other structures 
besides tlio iria arc imjdicated in the morbid processes. They 
regard tlie attack as a i)mround ophthalmia. 

Iridal inlliimmatioii niny nttnck one eye or both at the same 
time. Olio uf iliu eurlic-iHt appreciable effects consequent upon 
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tliis morbid action i>i an impairment or orcn total Ion of slglit. 
This reMiIt h, in some iiij^taiicos, muuifcst wittiiii twiuity-four 
hours fi-oia lU couameiicomtiiit. A gruut cliaiigo is wrought Ut 
tlio iiattiral appcaraiico of tho cyo, iii. conscqucuco of the effu- 
sion of lymph iiitu tho uuturior chaml>er and mto the sub- 
dtaiiro of tlio irin. Ah tho dls<;iu^o advances, this iuciul>raito it 
moro or less coimuulcd hy u filirinous depusit ovcnrritig in nod- 
ules or tiilicrclt's of II hrow'iiisli tint, and collccling in ^'catest 
aliiiiidaiico uoar tlio pupillary margin, which U tiiickciicd and 
more or less corrut^atcd or tctilloped. In eomc instances, these 
tubercular excrusceiices become quite orgaiiiied witli roe- 
scU and degi^iinrate into luiiiuto yolloir abscensea. The latter 
frofjuciilly biirtit, Qiid tlio matter sulllos at the bottom of the 
anterior cliamber, constituting what is termed liyjiopitun. Tbe 
inflauimiitory process involves the whole paronchytua of the 
iris, tho Kurface of which muy sumetimca he eeeii dotted wilh 
partjt'h^s of extrnvasawd blood. Adhesions aro very liable to 
form at dilfcreiit points hctweuii tliti ciliiLry holder of the iris 
and tho capeulo of the lens. Tliuy oftmi acquire coiiMdcrabl« 
firniuoes, and tho )ii)oratiaii of tlio iris, by tlia employ men t of 
belladonna, is a work of no little difficulty. TheiM is distor- 
tion of tlio normal tiguro of tho eye, and a corresponding ir- 
regularity ill tho shape of tho pupil, in consequence of Kime 
poriioue of tlie iris boitig coitfiiied to the capeule, while oiIkf 
portions remain freo. 

Occuiiiunally, adiicsions nro formed between tho whole cir- 
cuhir edge of the iris and (he cnpsiile, and wliut is called cap- 
guliir cnturucl is the result. lu AprU, 1^5-1, i taw a ca^c of 
this kind iu a woman who had been under tho care of a ^uack 
for secondary syphilis. The right oyc had liucn attacked with 
iritis about one year before 1 saw it. The complauit lasted 
but a short timo. The cornea was not iigured. The pupil 
was f:oiitr(it;lcd, and tho iris apparently ci>mcntcd to the cap- 
sule, which was covL-j-ed with a dense fjhruun luembraDO, and 
the function of the organ was totally destroyed. 

Ill some severe cases all the textures are involved, until 
finally the entire visual orpan is concerted into a mass of irrep 
arahlo dii^case. Wlion tho attack occBsioiis sncli phciiomeitaf 
one may well question the propriety of regarding it simply u 
an iritis. 
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"Wlicro the morbid action purnHea its career rapirily. it is at- 
teuded witli pain, wlilcli occurs in paroxysms usually markod 
by their greatest severity during tlio lioiirs of itiglit. But if 
it be cbronic from tlie conimonceineiit, it is rarely attutiUiid 
with miich sulfcnng. In some instances il is so tiiMiliuus iiiut 
gentle iu it« uppruiioli uikI (luvelu[]muiil, tbat tho iiLdividtiul 
may lose the uso of ttio «yo unconsciuiisly, nnd Ucforo lio is 
awaro of any alinornial condition of tlio orgnn ; cspocially I» 
tliis true if the patient l>e engaged in some employmcuL nv 
quiring DO special exercise of accurate virion. Knw and tlimt 
the complaint will disa]>pear spontaneously witliout tlio use 
of r(!)iiedial means from the surgeon. 

Altliough iritis may be Eubduod, and the organ lestored to 
it« natural nppearniico and functions, tbere is for u long time 
great liability to relapse. 

In the month of Docembor, a few years siuce, a [latieiit 
under luy ca.ro for consccnlivQ pnpniar eruption, bad an attack 
of iritis, in cousoqneuce of an exposure of eovoral Hours, 
wliicb )iQ apeiit in riditig iu an opeu vebiole, on a cold nl'lur- 
iiooii. The ride was one of pleasure, and was taken contrary 
to advice. Tbe patient was a ptalwait. daring nisni, of great 
natural powers of endurance, and liis general licaltli was tol- 
erably good at tlio time. But, as tha result of his imprudence 
on this oceasioii, a Bovero inflammation of the riglit oye com- 
menced on tlie fullowing diiy. For some weeks be had been 
taking tlio biclilorido of mercury. This was now laid usido. 
A sulbie catfianio was prcscnlied; after iho opwratJon of 
wliidi, tbe patient was put npon the use of Ricord's pill wf the 
proto-iodide of mercury, ami tlie gums kept tender. For uioig 
than tvro weeks the ophtlialiuia was acute and painful. For 
the relief of tlie lattor Mym[)tom fomcntatiunu of popy-wator 
were directed, and proved entirely adef^ualo. The malady 
became ohronic and intermittent. Vision was noarly lost and 
restored several timea during a poriod of aix montlin. Tho 
eye finally regained its natural state. 

Diagnosis. — Tlic differences between the syphilitic variety 
of oplithalmia and the arthritic or strumuiu form, are not »nl- 
ficiently marked to conijlitute a rational hasis for diagnoHis. 
The medical attenduut can rely with safety only on a true luK- 
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torjr of tti9 fliitcccdeiits and tlie conoomitaaU of this local 
trouble. 

Gciiurally speaking, it may be stated that the deTiation from 
Uiu normal color of the irla, loss of its brilhancj, and stiv 
atcd uppearaiice, are more observuble thaa in the non-speeifio 
varieties of the com];lititit. The capillaries exhibit a greater 
dit^po:^itioii to deposit lymph, and tlic pupil is more irregular 
and turbid, thau iu the rheiuuatto or strumous form of the 
disease. 

HIiglit cages of corneitis may be mistaken for iritis. la M>' 
verc Slid aggravalod iustanccs of the former, the opacity and 
va.scular excitement, couspicnous in the siiporficial structure, 
almost exclude the possibility of mistake; but where the iu- 
flammatioii of the cornea is mild, a mere dultiesii of tliis mem* 
braiio takes place, closely resembling, on F>liglil inspection, 
duliiess of the iris. But, on ti more careful and exact ex- 
ainiiiatioTi, the medioal observer will perceive, from every 
availabli; point of view, that in iritiit llm loss of brilliancy seems 
to bo dee|(-»eatL-d and uniform. Iji inflammation of the cornea 
the haziness is «cau to bo ^uperficiitl ; and in mo^t ini'taiices 
Mmo portion of the corneal tcxtiice remains transparent, and 
through this the iris may be examined. If the pupillary mo- 
tions are found to be active, — dilatution and contraction being 
rapid, — tlicnj ig satisfactory proof that the itis is sound. 

Ricord considers that the great pGcullarity that soparatM 
tlii» form of iriti»i from arthritic inflammiition of Uie same part 
is the eruption which, in the syphilitic variety, takes place 
upon tlic iris, and which, be believes, bears as great an anal- 
o);y to the cutaneous eruption as tlie anatoiuiual difibroncos 
of the two regions permit ; that i-«, if papules exist on tlio skin, 
Ihf.y will be found on tlie iris ; and if a vesictilar eruptiott be 
pro&eiit on the fonaer, true Teeiclos will be dotectod on tho 
latter, and so on. That thesa analogies usually prevail, I will 
not tnko it upon mo to donbt ; but will add that I hava re- 
cently met with two instances in which there was no venereal 
eruption, although there had been only a few months prcvi- 
ously. In ono of these the mucous membrane of the mouth 
was affected with secondary lesions Biroultaneously with the 
iritis. The other was accompanied by tertiary manifestations 
io tlie joints, the poriosteuui, etc., and tlie iritis was of a &ub> 



SYpriiLiTic mms. 395 

acute type, and of which the patient suffered sevf^ral relapses. 
At my rL-qui-'st, Pr. II. VF". WilliamSf of this city, saw tlie case 
in consulUition. A t«nic couroe of trcatinent, without mer- 
cury, was pursued, and the oi^ti was finally restored to a 
healthy state. The patient had nener lalteu any mercurial 
with a view to euro the ocular disease. 

Treatment. — For tho removal of thia local complaint, the 
inercurial treatment has for many years bocii regarded as "the 
sb«ct anchor," by the great maas of practitioners. The aub- 
murintu is tho form usually preferred. Tlie siil>joiiieJ formula 
is pcrhapti as appropriate as any that can be selected in cases 
vherc the medical attendant has decided upon its employment. 
But DO fixed rule can to Laid dofru : — 

H. Piil»priB Opii (jr, XT. 

liydrBTgyri Chloridi Mitii, 5iM.H. 

Ft. pil. No, \x. 

D08K. — One pill thrice daily. 

As the disease yields, the pilU may be taken less frequently. 
As soon a» tha mouth or breath itidicnttiH that ptyalism is about 
to Bet ill, the qiianlity of mercury should be diininished, and 
every eaiiliim taken not to induce salivation. The remedy 
should be continued in quantities just suRlcieiit to maiutaiiiL a 
preternatural redness of the gums, and no tuoro. 

In »!ome cases, where the individual is in tolerable henlth, 
and tho local iuflammatioii U very severe, the application of a 
few leeches, and tho employment of a brisk purgative, before 
comaienciiint with any mercurial, will be advisable. But ordi- 
narily such prfiparatory nieaNures will not ho demanded. Tho 
calomel may ho prescrihed at once. Some surgeons prefer to 
comhiup it with the extract of hyoscyamus, for the reason that 
tho opium may have a tendency to favor the contraction of the 
pupil. 

The utmost vigilance will be requisite to keep tho pupil 
dilated, otherwise permanent adhesion of tlie iri.s to tho cai>- 
Rule of the lens may take place. The extract of bclludoniia 
should be smaared frccily over the eyebrow and forehead, two 
or three times in tho twcnty-foiir hours, throughout every stage 
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ont the administration of mercury would socm to cast a doubt 
upon the suUilioii olTered hy the learued aiUlior as to thu methodus 
curundi of tlie potent mineral. And I cannot but regard tliu 
thorflpctitic problem fts still remaining unsolred. 

After iritis is subdued, the iodide of potassium should be 
adiuiiiistered as an adjunct to the morcurinl treatment, and 
aim) a^ a prophylactic measure againet tertiary symptoms. The 
potassium may liliewise be advantageously prescribed at the 
same time with the mercury, in cases of iritis accompanied with 
soTero Douralgic pains. ^\ic\\ are occasiotially met witli, where 
the ophthalmia comes on at a gresit rcmovo from tlio primary 
lesion. The application to the aflcctcd organ of vaj>or-baths 
will he atlondud witli farorable i-esults, not only in subduing 
pain, but likewise in disgorging the Teasels of the sclerotica 
and the palpebral conjunctiva, which very often arc highly in- 
Ilamed, 

While tho efficiency of mercury, in promoting tlio absorption 
of lympli and preventing its further deposition, is admitted, 
its power in controlling different forms and ditfereut stages of 
iritis has probably been overrated, and it has, without ques- 
tion, been administered too exclusively and too indiscriminately. 

If, in any given instance, there bo a good share of constitu- 
tionat vigor, and if tho exudation retain the form of plastic 
lymph, or fibrinc, the employment of mercury, as the chief 
curative t^nt, wiU afford more favorable results tliau any 
other. 

Should tho patient he of a scrofulous diatliesis, and liis con- 
stitution feeble and broken down bv a long and debilitating 
disease ; if tlio «ITu$ion of lymph be very al>uudant, and 
possess but few traces of organization, mercury will tend to 
increne;e the exudation instead of arresting it. It will act 
rather as a poisou to the system ibau as au antidote to the 
complaint, and thus will aggi'avate the very condition of things 
wliith it was intended to remove, and which, in a less debili- 
tated frame, it woidd have cured.* So, also, if the malady be 
developed in conjunction with distinct tertiary symptoms^ tho 
individual will be in no condition to justify a resort to mercu- 
rial prcparatioujj. lu all the exceptional cases and conditions 

* V!d« Londan I.utcet, March, ISSJ. — Mr. Critchett's Lecture. 
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athan Hutchinson, states that the female sex is far more sabject 
to it than the male, and it makes its invasion at about the fifth 
month, oftener than at any other age of the child. 

Treathem. — Hercuiy, either in the form of the bichloride 
in solution, in doses of one^ixtieth of a grain of the salt twice 
a day, or one or two grains per da/ of the bydrai^rum cum 
cret&, with generous diet and mild tonics, will be sufficient, so 
tax as internal remedies are required. The application of 
atropia should be resorted to from the commencement, and 
repealed every day, or every other day, according to its appar- 
ent effect on the pupil. The strength of the solution may vary 
firom a quarter of a grain to a grain in an ounce of distilled 
water. 

Besides iritis, the syphilitic virus produces other specific path* 
oli^cal changes within tlie interior of the eye, to which we will 
briefly allude. It is well known that individuals laboring under 
constitutional syphilis frequently lose the power of vision, while 
no imperfection of the organ can be discovered by the ordinary 
methods of examination ; and it was not until the ophthaluio- 
scope was brought into practical use as a means of diagnosis, 
that the deeper tissues and humors of the eye could be ex- 
posed, and their true condition determined with accuracy. Fy 
means of this instrument it has been demonstrated that the 
choroid and hyaloid membranes, the retina, and viti'eous humor, 
may, one or all, be in a diseased state for a long period, with 
only a trifling degree of pain, and unattended by congestion or 
other disturbance of the outer tunics of the eye; and what is 
termed amaurosis syphilitica is dependent, according to Pro- 
fessor A. Von Graefe, upon choroiditis or retinitis. 

Like iritis, tlie different forms of ocular disease here men- 
tioned usually occur at a period which places them among the 
secondary phenomena ; and their treatment should be con- 
ducted on the same general principles as are suited to ordinary 
cases of iritis, — tonics and mercurials. The latter class of 
remedies should be prescribed with a sparing hand, and the 
mode of their administration varied according to circumstances. 
Whether given internally or through the cutaneous surface, the 
results will be substantially the same. The latter metliod 
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fleemi of late to be quite popDlar, end merBoriftl ftiinigatiooi 
and meroarial iiiimctiau ue widiont anj wonaMe d^eotkiiii, 
if the parties iaterested cboosa to emploj tbem ; altfaoo^ ii 
invate praotioe in this oaiintE7, and amoi% tbe better tiam d 
patienti, the iatemil nae of the medioiiie in qnertfam viE 
probablj be jveftmd. 



CHAPTER XXXYt 

TEKTIARY SYPHILIS. 

CRiEFLr to the ecioutific mid important inTestlgations of 
Kicord are wQ indebted for tlio preseiiC clckssilicfttloii of vene- 
real symptoms into tliree separate divisions, and for intiiim- 
tjons tliat even a rouitli group, the quaternary, may at some 
future day be defnied and estaWishcd in confarmily with tlie 
laws which, if undisturbed, control the niOVCmcnt« of the 
Byphilitic poison in its mysterious wanderings through the 
human organization. Tlie arrangement of ttiese cotiMecuIive 
phenomena into dit^linct periods renders their study highly 
interesting and Batisfactory to the student, while the practitioner 
is enabled to conduct Itie treatment on i)rin.oiples that lead 
to far greater success llian thiit obtained in rnnucr times. 

The tertiary cyniptoms coiisUt in corloiii changes that dike 
place in the >iubcutaneaii<) or Giibmucous ccllnlar tisi-ue, in the 
testicles, ill tlia fibrous and ostteous textures, and in the deep- 
seaUid organs, as the lungs, the liver, the heart, the brain, the 
kidneys, etc. The serous membraiica liave seldom exhibited 
any ^ypIiIHtic lesions. The affections, hicl tided under ihe name 
of gummy tubercles, or deep-seated tubcrcloE, nodes, inflamma- 
IJoii of the periosteum, exostosis, and caries of the bones, belong 
'to the division upon which we have now entered, 

By most writers on syphilis the fact is regarded as estab- 
lishcdl that the tertiary manifestations ai'e nut transmissible by 
hereditary taint undor tliL'ir peculiar type, although, in conse- 
quence of a kind of dwgonoration or modification of the syph- 
ilitic virus, tliry are one of tlio most fruitful sources of scrofula. 
I nin unablo to perceive the propriety of applying the term strti/- 
ula to symptoms that hnvo their origin in syphilis. It seems no 
more than fair and honest that syphilis should he |>orinitted to 
reUin uodigturbed and full relationship lo the multiludiiiouB 
progeny vliicli it begets. The relation is by blood ; and what 
34 " C«l) 
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ctu«e scrofula in tlio cliiM. . . . From &I1 tliese circant- 
sUucos I arrife at lUe concUision that scrofula aad syphilU 
ara iiidepeiitletil one ot tlia other; that each has a character 
proper to iUtelf, and tlmt the game treatment is inapplicaMe u> 
botU diseases. Pur example, if scrofula bo rife where Efpliilt^ 
in rare ; if aypliilis atTects all periods of life, while scrofula 18 
more coufiiied to a particular period ; if lioroditary ^pliilis h« 
manifested at or booh after birth, whilo scrofula uufi-equeiitly 
appears before the secoud or third year; if syphiUa, wliether 
iuherited or acquired, be rarely cured spontaneously, aiid if, 
as every one knows is the case, scrofula often diEappears at the 
approach of puberty; if syphilis usually yields to m<^rcurial 
treatment, while scrofula doca not, — should we not cotichid« 
that llie one has no dependence ou the other ? " 

Among tlie most remarkable and interesting phenomena 
dereloped wttliiu or beueatti the cutaueous membrane are the 

TuBGRCiiLA GuMHATA. — TlicBC tuDiors uBually appear at a 
very late period in the train of consecutive symptoms orig- 
iiiadng in a cliancrons sore, and by common consent tliey 
occupy a positiun in the tertiary group of venereal aflTectiona. 
Occasionally they are funned iii the subbtance of the skin, but 
for the most pnrt they lie below the true corium, and have th« 
subculaneons cc-llnlur tissue for their nidus. Ilere they may 
remain for aii indudiiita period in an indolent state, without 
infringing upon the healthy condition of the adjacent parts. 
In rare iiiBtancea tlicy have been knowu to show tliemselvea 
witliin a few niunlliK from the primary disease, but ordinarily 
tliey do not funn until the lapse of several years after tli« 
iutruductioii of llie sypliihtic ferment into the system; and 
comparatively but few individuals who liave had chancres nro 
over aHlicted with this varicly of tubercles. 

These cnrious abnormal bodies are hard and slightly elastic 
to the touuh, and, when lodged where the cellular tissue la 
quite deep and abundant, tlioy are movable in almo»it any 
direction ; if gently felt with the thumb anil liiiger, thoy seem 
to float, as it were, or to be suspended in the cellular 6ul> 
atance iu a loose manner. Tbey sometimes attain the siaw of 
fthea'svgg. Tliey are called by dUTerent names, as gummata, 
tubercles iu the oellular tissue, tubcrcula gummata, tumoru 
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Tlie patient bas ftt times hud soro throat, with pretty «xtansiTe 
ulcerutions; tho tonsils ai-o destroyed, and cutajiuous affoctloos 
have existed in almost every variety of ly[»o and severity. Dur- 
ing the past year tliQ slciii has remained sound, and tlio inoutb 
a»d throat are iio\r nearly so. Por two or tlireu years pii»t, 
periosteal pains have prevailed at times, hut have not been of an 
ohsUiiatc cliaractor. Ten uoiiths since, a snbc^utaiieou!^, ela-'<tio, 
movable tumor was developed cluse under Llie base of the left 
nipple, and »ooii ui'lcrwards a similar product cutiic uu tho right 
side of tho uock, one iucli Iwlow the mastoid proeo^s. The 
nodule on llic breast increased more rapidly than the other, 
uatll it bevauic as large as a commoti walnut. The one on tllO 
nock was smaller. Both wore somewhat painfnl and more 
elastic as tlicy enlarged, and in all respects corresponded 
with tlie descriptions given of sypliilicic tubercles in Uie 
cellular tisBue, and which, when ihey suppurate, give rise to the 
horaC's/ioe or serpiginous titccr, liatiing a pha^cdixntc tendency. 

The iodide of potassium is tlie principal remedy which this 
patient has taken during the last six months. Tho daily 
amount has ranged fruoi lifteun to thirty grains, having been 
wholly oinilted on several occasions for 5ve or six days. The 
tumors have disappeared. 

Case II- — 111 October, 1854, a young married woman, whom 
four years previously I had attended for severe secondary afTeo- 
tions, presented herself, haxniig two gummy tubercles, one on 
each side, just below the angle of the jaw. They wore not en- 
larged lymphatic glandis. Tlicy had t;.\isted for four months, 
The one on the right side was of the size of a marble, the other 
a little loss. They caused hut slight inconveiiiciiee, altliougl) 
occasionally they wore somewhat tender and painful. They 
seemed to be loosely suspended in the cellular membrane, and 
would slip from between, the thumb and finger, unless secured 
by a careful grasp. 

hi this case the iodide of potassium was prescribed to the 
amount of a scruple per diem, and in less than three weokit 
both tumors vanished. A few motiths afterwards similar 
growths epruiig up in the same noighborhood. and the potassium 
was again resorted to with like bencfioial results. Coetaneoualy 
with these guouuata, the palieut had caries aud exfoliation of 
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pnrtinl paralysis. Tliey have been found in the epiflnlymis, 
testicle, liver, lungs, brain, boiios, etc.* 

Ill Tact, no organ or tissue in the hitman body can escape the 
Teiicrcol infection. Even the nerves, the tcoth,tho hair, and the 
nails are involved. In the syphilitic subject tlioro is a londL'iicy 
to tlie exudatioik of a low form of lymph or fibro-plastic DintcritU 
modified iu character by the organ in which it occurs. On tlie 
ekin and in tlic mucous membranes its dis[>osition is to soften 
and filially result in ulceration. On the bones it may proceed 
to ot^sifi cation, or produce caries. On the tong'ue and other 
muscles it develops itself into hiird lumps or tumors when it in 
Dot modified iu its natural progress hy the action of racdccinea. 
Ill thu earlier period tiaeso nodules ap|)ear to iufiUrale the part 
they occupy, and are comparatively soft ; but after they have 
existed for a considerable time they become harder, more dis- 
tinct and separate from the nei^jliboriiig tissues; and at a slill 
later stage they often ulcerate. These changes arc frequently 
seen in tlie sypliilitic tubercles or tumors that appear ou the 
tonguo.f 

TBEATMENT OF TUBERCULA GUMMATA. 

Experience has at last demonstrated to tlio satisfaction of 
every practitioner who lias much to do with the management 

•'■A itpccbl kind of txudiitinn is seen in what in u.'rmed gumnwla. 
Lolwleiii describes it undiT the name of " guinmn [jeriostitis." nnil comjMrn 
the contcnU of theae noilul&r swelliiigft, as rcspccM thti-r caiiHiHtence, wilh n 
aemi'Duid mucilage orgiiii] arable, and of tbe color of currant Jelly. The tieat 
of thcae gummulu iii; pliicen in the Itsauc of tbe pitrioiiteuiA ilaelf, or, more 
often, betwcvn thul moiniimiji- iii>d Ihc bone." — Wedr» PaUiolu'jical fli*- 
toliijy, p> 230. 

Mr. Bu*V, In a nnle, rcraarks : " In HyphUitJc gutnmnta, lUL'h, for initnnce, 
ai itro frequently obserreil on the ftonUl and brcaJtt bone*, the conienU nre > 
glnirj- fluid, containing but ft-w moqihological elements. 'I'bc lunar cnnsUt 
chiefly of irregul* molecides oncl colurltss granule ct-Us, and granular tniwao, 
oRtn conxivtirLg ajiparciitly nf oil iphcrules, ■urruunding a trnn^parent moui; 
but, iiolwithntanding the njiparcntly eomplKte se|iiiraliun of die prrinntoim 
from tlie bone by iliin bclerogeneous product, it rarely TinjijicnB, If the ensc b« 
prnpurly irpatoil, ajid the ojwniiig nf the luoior be avoided, thai any txfolialion 
bJtca placer." 

\ In Guy'i IToiipitiil Ht^porcs for 18&3, Ml: Willu hu oomiiuuiiaited boid« 
iotcTCfting rcmorlu on tliia aubjcct. 
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aboonnal sensations oC a serious character, and referable to any 
of llio vital organs or fimctious, — it will be Important to relievo 
Ilim of these atiuoyancoti before attempting tlie removal of ait; 
specific venereal symptoms. But as soon as the constitution 
has been eiiitaUy pruparcU for tliu reception of the salt in ques- 
tion, its bcncfiuiul influence will he rcaliiuil in all cases of gutn- 
mai& that are amenalilc to any thcrapentic a$;ent. We have 
ibe experience and testimony of the most distinguished men 
uow active in the medical and surgical ranks, all over die civil- 
ized world, to justify us in the belief that this remedial sub- 
stance is entitled to hold the same position in the management 
of these and other tertiary symptoms that has been accorded to 
mercury in primary and secondary affections ; and this is ray- 
ing all that need he olferod in praise of any ingredient in the 
materia mediea. 

Not a few medical practitioners have exprossod dJsappoinv 
meiit at the results which have followed the use of tlie potas- 
Etuiu as prescribed hy ihem for venereal aflections tliat appear 
at a l^tc poriod. 1 am of ojiinion that tlio article has been 
em{)luyed KoiiK-wliat indiscriminately for secondary and tertiary 
legions, and jionce the frei^ueiit failures. In presuming to sub- 
mit this remark, I am willing to include myself among those 
vho have erred in thus prescrthing it. The high encomiums 
which, a few yimrB since, came over from European hospitals to 
Uib country, rc^pcutiug tlia heating virtues of the potassium in 
certain gypliilitic eyiuptoma of loii^ standing, naturally excited 
the hopc-s of iiit'dical men in advance of any practictd experi- 
ence they liad acvjuired of its merits; and in this country, at 
least, its popularity preceded its employment, and the hasty 
and hap-hazard administration of the salt haa ta mauy instances 
brought disappointment. Even in tertiary syphilis 1 liave 
known patients to be put upon its use under circum^tanoeii 
anfavonible for tJie realization of any beneficial results. 1 
could cite instances where the parties have been so eituatcd 
that no advniiiuge could be derived from salubrious air, bath- 
ing, generous diet, and other hygienic measures, tho influence 
of which it is always so desirable and important to weave in as 
auxiliary in the treatment of all venereal symptoms, la such 
cases the medical attendant, as well as tJie patient, is truly 
□ufortuuate ; but no maledictions iihould fall upon the remedy 
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wiihoiit danger of inducing any unfavorable consequences. 
Even after tlie particular morbid symptoms, for which the 
potassium was given, have disappeared, it will be judicious to 
continue its use in small doses for several weeks, for the puq>ose 
of preventing relapses, as well as with a view of recruiting the 
condition of the system. 

When the subcutaneous gummata yield a slight fluctuation 
on pressure, and the integument is not discolored, it will be 
proper to attack tliem with energetic local means. The skin 
may be covered with a blister, and as soon as the cuticle is 
detached the raw surface may be dressed with stroug mercurial 
ointment for the purpose of encouraging absorption of tlie pur> 
nlent collection. If fluctuation should increase, the contents 
of the tumor should be set free with the lancet, as all further 
attempts to induce absorption will not only prove abortive, but 
the pus, if not evacuated, will undermine the integument ia 
every direction, and great ravages among the ditferent tissues 
will be likely to occur. If the tumor be situated on the scro- 
tum, it will bo especially important to open it at the earliest 
moment after the softening and fluctuation are detected. The 
suppurating surface will require a subs'fequent local treatment 
of a somewhat stimulating character. The chloride of soda 
makes one of tlie most useful topical dressings for tliese un- 
healthy sores. The black wash, tiie yellow wash, the Peruvian 
balsam, and a solution of the potassio-tartrate of iron will all 
likewise act favorably. 

If there be much redness and inflammation in the surround- 
ing parts, a soothing application will be demanded iti preference 
to one of a stimulating nature. A saturated solution of the 
extract of opium sliould be applied to the ulcerated surface for 
a short period, and afterwards one of the preceding remedies. 
In most cases the abnormal local action is of a subacute type, 
and the ulcerations, that are almost certain to supervene upon 
the opening of the gummata, present a sloughing tendency, to 
arrest which, stimulants applied directly to them will be most 
appropriate. In addition to those above named for daily use, 
the nitric oxide of mercury ointment will be found an excellent 
preparation for nocturnal use. The occasional employment of 
the undiluted nitric acid will be requisite if the ulceration 
extend into the soil parts. 
85» 
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\a such cases tlie malaily is wont to assume a fonntdntile 
aspect, and it is aot only nccossiuy to resort to topical mea»- 
urc8 with, the intention of destroying tho pliagodsenic action; 
but our inatEi reliance iDiist bo on constitutioDal trentinoot, 
■which, iu addiiioii to tlie iodide of potassium, should consist of 
iho fruo ndiniiiisLratioii of the potavnio- tartrate of iron, quinine, 
opium, wine, etc. 

hi the troatment of primary .tores, the potasKium is of no value. 
TliD samo is true as regards the early stage of secondary 
cruptiuiis. Cases are rocorded in which this stilt hag bwn taken 
fur ninny inoiilhs fur tlio cure of pustiiUr and tiilKrrcular attbo* 
tions of the skin without any pormnnent advantage. Som«' 
times it vfill suspend or keep under such eniptions for a while, 
but, us soou as it is omitted, these plienomena will return as 
sevoroly as ever ; and, from Uie numerous trials that liare 
been mado with it, it appears ta ho a woll-establislicd fact that 
its therapeutic qualitius arc in direct ratio with the luug oaii< 
tiniiatice of ihn s|)eciric symptoms. Ex{>«rioiice has now sup- 
plied ample proof tlint, under its action, Ip.rtiary or very fate see- 
andiiry uli;eraUutis of the );»ft tissues heal rapidly, that pains 
in Iho bones iirc rdicvcd or aiuiiltilatcd, that cxostWM arc to- 
tally destroyed, that extensive poriostoees are arrested in their 
progress, that old hcqiiestra arn promptly eliminated in very 
many iuBtancos, and that tedious and distre<)<ring caries will dry 
up and cicatrize in a |>ernianent and healthy umuncr. 

What raay be termed the more extraordinary di^rccs of 
tertiniy uocidents, such as uro mentioned In th(! preceding par- 
agraph, are seldom met with in private practice. Although 
I atn constantly dealing with tliis cla^ of accidents iu all 
ihtiiv forms, tny experience is quite limited in re^rd to in- 
sLaiiet-s of peculiar Esvcrity. Paiiifiil swellings and |>]astic 
iiifilLrntioiis ahont the joints, and periotsteal and ooteal inflam- 
mnlioiih a(!cnmpanit!d with nodes, are the most frequent ter- 
tiary h-^iuns [ am called upon to treaL For the romoral of 
tliose, my rclianco ia on the iodide of potassium as the f^at 
COti^titutioual antidote. I have often wilnessod with Mir- 
priso the rapidity uf its therapeutic action. Within thr«g 
days from the commencement of its use to the amount of 
thirty or fyriy (r'uins, /"r dinn, I have known articular en- 
largements uf bevurai luoiitJis' duration begin to decline, &n<l 
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to be entirely reduced in a few weeks. In one inrtanco lately 
under my care, and in which Dr. S. D. Towsend was called 
in coiiatiltation, the Riilarg«meiit of the kiieo-joint was over 
two inches, and in three weeks it almost wholly disapponrcd 
under the influence of llic iodide, which was pri;scrihcJ at tho 
rate of one dmchm duily. Eqimlly favoral'lo rui^uUs are 
realized when it is employed for eubduiug other local affec- 
tions iippertaining to tho tertiary group; and a* tlia remedy 
displays iu p(nv(!r over these, the general coiidiLiou of tlio 
system undergoes great improvemont also. Tho tongwe bft- 
coracs clean, tiio uppiitito returns, tlia digestion is good, and 
the patient is very euro to increase in HqsIi, The data upon 
wliich tliose statements are prt-Jicaled are derived from my own 
observation of the potassium in nutueruus cases of tertiary 
syphilis, in which the eflects of this medicine have almost inti- 
formly lieen such ns to roniind me of the esppessioii of Rieord, 
lliat it is "all-powerriil." And when I hoar of faihiros and His- 
appointments connected with its adniinistration, I always sus- 
pect that it has been prescribed in cases not belonging to the 
tertiary, nor yet tlie late secondary period, or that it hiis been 
(fiven in a. manner or under eircHiustanees that would render 
any medicinal agent nugatory. 
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CHAPTER 
STPinLITIC SARCOCELE, OB ORCHITIS. 

Tfils is a chronic a0bctioD. Some writers consider it a seo- 
ondary vonoro^i malady; olhers cltiss it among the tertiary 
s^mploms. I have met vith it in persons irbo hare liad 
secondary papular and pitst^ilar eruptions at the eame lime, 
but no tertiary complaint; and I have jieoii it where the otiier 
codcomitaiit &fleciioiis were strictly tertiary. lu one instance a 
man was troubled with sarcocelc during secondary consecutive 
manifestations, and also after tertiary lesions had existed for a 
long time. Thus, ahstractly considered, this glandular diffi- 
culty belongs to no one period of syphilis exclueively. Nor ix 
it strictly accurate to regard it as occupying a transition state 
between tlio Ecciuidary and tertiary epoclis. 

The disease has been known to appear at the same time witlt 
primary chancre, and in connection with the profound abunr- 
mal phenomena that attack the pcriosteiuu and bones ; and it 
may occur at any moment inlermediate between tlte extremes 
here mentioned. This irremilurity as to the times of its devel- 
opmeiit has created donlUs in the minds of some surgeons as 
to the propriety of separating venereal manifestations into three 
distinct diviHons. 

As a general rule, it may he stated that orchitis is one of the 
latest exhibitions of the syphilitic disease. It commences in 
the tunica albuginoa, or the fibrocellular tissue of the bo«Iy of 
tlie testicle, and not in the tubular {mrlions of tlie orfian. In 
its incipient stage the epididymis is not involved. The numer- 
ous researches of Pir Astley Cooper have placed these facts 
beyond doubt. In a mainrity of cases both testicles are in- 
volved ill the morbid action simullaneonfly ; in other;' only one 
testis is implicated. The cnlnrgement proceeds rery gradually, 
is attended with only a moderate degree of [>ain, and the indi- 
vidual will allow the part to be handled without complaining. 
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For some time the gland preserves its smoothness and its 
natural pyrifomi or oroidal figure ; but as the disease ad- 
Tances it becomes globular, and assumes a fleshy feel, from 
which circumstance is derived the term sarcocete* After a 
considerable period has elapsed tlie smoothness of the surface 
is slightly interfered with by prominences occasioned by the 
presence of tubercles, or zones, as they are sometimes called. 
These, however, eventually coalesce into one mass. In certain 
instances, where there is great hardness of the gland, it pre- 
sents a somewhat irregular, lobulated appearance. As the dis- 
order becomes still more chronic, tlie epididymis participates in 
the infiammation, aud is merged in the general enlargement, so 
that it cannot be felt. In tlie generality of cases tlie trouble 
terminates in resolution, and the testicle is restored to its 
natural size. Now and then a slow process of foul, unhealthy 
suppuration is set up.f In such cases the patient suffers in- 
tense pain ; but otherwise there is merely a dull, acliing sensa- 
tion, accompanied by a feeling of weight in tlie organ, as in 
non-specific orchitis. 

Instances are occasionally reported of tlie disease terminating 
in atrophy of the gland. This condition has been erroneously 
attributed to the physiological influence of the iodide of potas- 
sium. The wasting away of the testicle may sometimes be the 
result of the specilic affection, or it may arise from neglect, or 
from improper management, or it may be due still more fre- 
quently to some peculiar diathesis inherent in the constitution. 

There is one feature appertaining to this variety of sarcoccle 
which it possesses in common with nearly all the other consti- 
tutional venereal affections, and that is a disposition to recur. 
Even if the treatment have been entirely successftil in removing 
the engorgement, the probability is that after an interval of a 
few months tlie same difficulty will return, although perhaps in 
a mitigated form. 

• From aoQZ, flesh, and ntjlrj, a tumor, 

+ Mr. Acton is of opinion that syphilitic sarcocele never brinKi on suppura- 
tion ; and the late Mr. CoUes remarks that he could not recollect any case of 
what he considered purely Tenereal swelled testicle which went on to sup- 
puration, although he had seen this occurrence take place in some persons 
where the debilitated and deranged state of the health appeared to be the 
exciting cause. 



OONOIl&H<BA AND SYPHILIS. 

Ill former times tho compluint under consideration, not so 
weU tinder&taod as at tlic present du;r, was often looked npon as 
caiicorotia ; and surj»cons wlio wore fond of using tho knife 
were frequently too ready to relieve tlie pationt of bis testicle 
by castration. 

Ill orJiiinry cases of orcliltis, rirility remains unimpsirod ; 
but if both testicles are diseased, and the morbid condition ood- 
tiniic for a very long time, producing: disorganization in th« 
Beniiiial tubes, then tlieir normal function may bo destroyed; 
circumstance, however, which nux-Iy happens. 

Diagnosis. — The testicular engorgement generally takM 
place amid circniQstanccB cnlctilatcd to shield the judgment of 
thi^ practitionor from any mistake aa to the precise .nature of tbQ 
dwelling. Other coustitutional symptoms of a specific type will 
be present. Upon an examination of tho pnticnt, if euch a 
turemony should be necessary, tubercles, cutaneous, subcutar 
neons, or siiliniucoiis, chronic and uuliealLliy ulcoratious, pliagft- 
da'tiic sore tliDat, nodes, iritis, scaly eruptions, or articular 
pains, will prolialdy be found lo exist. But if these venereal 
symptoms should all happen to liu absent, tho history of the 
iiiiJiviilual for ihc few previoua years will develop fiicts, a 
careful mialysis of which will point with sitflicient distinctnec* 
nnd emphasis in tiie right direction; so that tho diagnosis will 
be rendered easy. 

Patholooical Appeabances. — On dissection, tlie freneral 
appvarunci! fiiriii^hod by the Bypliilitic tcsticlo exactly corm- 
spoiiiis with that of tlio common chronic iiifluinmation of this 
body. The f^laiidulsir structure of the orpan cxhil>its a quan* 
tity of yellow, uiinrj;anized matter, collected m small masses or 
deposits, possessing more or lesseolidity." 

TREATMENT OF SARCOCELE. 



Local. — If the case he presented for treatment at an early 
period, and before auy material sti'uctural change has takco 
place in the part, it can usually be restored to a healthy condi> 
tion without diflicuUy. Should it be very painful and tender, 

•Cooper, BroiIi«, Hamilton, Curling. 
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five or six leeches must be nppliod tg the Rnroliim, which should 
be supported by a suspensory bundagc. The frequont use of 
hot vapor op of soft warm poultices will exert a Boothing iiiilu- 
onco, and likewise matorially assist in reducing tlio ciilaigemiMit 
of the glaud. 11ie IbmciiLatioiis or poultices should contain & 
Bolutioti of the extract of bolladonna, wliicli will add to their 
efficacy. The lodido of lead ointment will souetintcs prove 
beneficial in promoting the absorption of the plastic iufiltnLtioii. 
It will bo a good practice, also, Lo paint the Gcrotuni with the 
compound tincture of iodine every day, so as to muiutain a 
lively coiintcr-irritntioii. Blisters arc serviccnblc where the 
Barcoceie has become chronic. Many surgeons have great faiUi 
in the resolvent qualities of mercurial ointment. I liave no 
oltjections to oftcr to ita oinployraent, nor do I entertain nny 
special conlideiice in it as being superior to the otiior local 
applianuos timt hare been mctitioned. Us use is attended with 
no Utile trouble, on the score of uncleanliuess, which over- 
balances any specific advantages that can he urged in favor of 
it, while we liave at command an abundance of other resources 
of equal curative value. 

If there be a high tone of iiiftatnmatory ac^oii, refrigerating 
lotionR will be demanded fur the time being; and tlie paticut 
will likewise derive advantage from a general warm-water bath 
morning and eveuiug. 

CoNSTrroTlONAL Treatment. — The iodide of potassium will 
prove iho most beneficial medicine lliat cnn be addressed lo tlnj 
OonKtitvitioD. This salt will bo especially appropriate if the 
orchitis be developed in patients in whom tertiary phonomeiia 
are more predominant than secondary. 

In regard to the necessity or desirableness of proscribing 
mercury in any form or quantity, 1 am inclined to tho boHuf 
that the general condition of things will seldom warrant such a 
procedure, except in the most cautious manner. Nine-tcutlis of 
tlie persons wlio present theuiselves to tho modicai man for tlio 
treatment of swelled testides, are just the ones who cannot bo 
put upon a mercurial course without incurring a risk wliich the 
exigencies of the case do not justify. It is far safer and l)ctic,T 
to rely upon the action of the potassium and tho other remedial 
meabures recommended in conuoctiun with this subject. 



CHAPTER XXXVm. 
DISEASES OF THE PERIOSTEUM AND BONES. 

Syphilitic diseases of the bones and of their investing mem- 
brane, tlte periosteum, are less frequently met with at the 
present day than formerly. Que, and perhaps it might be said 
the cliief, reason of this difference is to be found in the mild 
treatment which the members of our profession have of late 
years chosen to employ for the cure of secondary symptoms. 
To the exhausting effects of the immense quantities of mercury, 
vhich it was once tlte custom to crowd into the stomach 
while the system was struggling against the malign influence of 
the venereal poison, is doubtless to be attributed a large share 
of those violent and destructive morbid processes which preyed 
upon the bones of its subjects. 

Syphilitic accidents appear most frequently in those bones 
that are thinly covered with muscles, and consequently exposed 
to varieties of temperature. Of all the bones, the tibia suffers 
most from tertiary affections. The cranium, the clavicle, the 
radius, the ulna, the inferior maxilla, the sternum, and ribs, are 
also obnoxious to specitic pains, inflammation, nodes, tumors, 
necroses, and caries. It is scarcely probable, indeed, that any 
portion of the osseous system enjoys immunity from the effects 
of the disease. 

Osteocopic syniptoms are ushered in without any apparent 
exciting cause. A dull, circumscribed pain is seated, for in- 
stance, at a fixed point upon the shaft of the tibia. It does 
not shift from place to place, as an ordinary rheumatism; is 
not accompanied by redness, swelling, or increased tempera- 
ture ; is intermittent, and for a long period is almost wholly 
nocturnal. If, however, no attempt be made to annihilate it, 
the individual ultimately suffers by day as well as by niglit. 
Sometimes, when pressure is made upon the part, the distress 
is increased, — thus proving that the affection is deep-seated. 
36 (*^>) 




In the latter doss of oases tlte BjphiliUc iiiQammatioa nuj 
attack eillicr tlie medultary membranes or tlie cancellated 
structure of tlio long bones. Where the disease is dc^^p-seated 
in l)io hones of the extremities, a morbid depoiiit taktfs place, 
aacoinpaiiied with inlciiai suffering, in consi,f|uciico of the 
unyielding nature of tlio surround iti^ tissues; ntid ibc opera- 
tion of trephimiiig can alone give relief. Surgical expariciiM 
lias dcmoustrntcd this fact. 

S;rpbilit>c osteocopes are regarded by !iome eminent aulliori- 
tlcs as oiiljr a symptom of an aJTectiou of the bones, and not as 
H [lt;>iin<;t miklady. In roply to this, it may bo stated that per* 
sons aro oocasiuiially met with vho stiBer tertiary pains for 
many months bcfuro any organic lesion is mnnifcstod, altboagh 
ill most cases these osteocopes do not continue but a few weeks 
hefuro some serious derangement takes place, cither in the peri- 
osteum or bono. Generally a slight tenderness on prcsstire is 
perceplililo at the spot whcro the dii^caso is located, a»d, in a 
short time, irre^larities and periosteal enlargomenta, termed 
nodes, i-cvoal llieniBelves. TUcse abnormal deposits are more 
fre([tient]y developed in persons who have boon subjectod to the 
protracted U50 of mercury Lhati in those who hare nut Ixxn 
thus treated. They are seen, however, as purely venereal acci- 
dents where uo mercurial prepnrntions have been uilmiiiistcrcd. 
They do not exhibit precise uniformity in their appoaranco or 
character, and liave heeii separated by Ricord into threo diOer- 
ent varieties viz., the elastic, the phlegmonous, and the plastic. 
Several nodes are frei^uciitly noticed on the same boue at the 
same time. When they tints appear tliey are gcnernlly of 
sraulltT siKC than when a solitary s]»ecimen exists. Their out 
lines are not always well dcfuied. Thu central part is u.<!uall]r 
inure prominent tlian tJie oiber portions of the swelling, and, as 
tlic linj^or follows iIlc morbid growth from the summit towards 
tlio basal (icrifihery, it is often dil!icult to trace it distinctly. 
Sometimes tlio nodes foria without being preceded by a painful 
oonditioii in tho place from which they spring; hut in most in- 
Btaneos, aa already stated, they ai-o ushered in by pretty severe 
and constant pain. Nodes may remain indolent for a long 
[lenod, may undergo little or no alteration, and occasioo 
but very liitle inconvenience; on the contrary, Oicy sometimes 
prore extremely troublesome, and are premonitory of still more 
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itertouB and profound lesions titat aro sooner or later to follow. 
It) some instances tlic Iyin|jh, or scrum, which tliey contain can 
be carried away t>y absurptloii ; in otiiers a slow prijoess of sup- 
puration is escittid, absiiesBVs forni between tlie ptTiostcum and 
the bone, and exfoliation of the luttor, to a greater or loss 
extent, ensues. This is particnlarly liable to be the case vhere 
tbe iwriostitis is situated upon some porUun of tlio cmniiim. 
Instead of remaining soft, doughy, and painful, as in their 
incipient stage, they sometimes change their character aftor 
they have existed a few weeks. Tliey acquire solidity, and 
oense to he painful. Tliis t>oIidity or tmrdncss docs not of 
itself indicate the coinpo.<iition of tlio nodular deposits. Mr. 
Stanley states that ho h»s round wliat was supposed to be oa^o- 
ous matter to prove mero indurated portosteum. The peri- 
cranium ditTars from tho fibrouii iuvostmeDt of tba otlier bones 
iu uevcr becorainti ossified. 

Sometime^ the morbid action which originates in the sypli- 
ilitic infection produces hypei-osta»is, or thickening and unusii»l 
induration of the walls of the skull, and more or less irregular- 
ity and roughness of their surface, wliile at the same time tliero 
is groat thickening and condensation of the pericranium on 
the Olio side, and the dura matter on the otlicr. I have in my 
jtossOHsioii an interesting specimen of this abnormal condition 
of the cranial bones, 

Rokitaiisk; (,vol. iii., p. 1D8) states that upon a miiiuto 
exauiinatioti of a section of very compact syphilitic eIcuII, 
nHinoroiis Haversian canals were discovered lying far apart, 
and separate groups of unusually large aud black corpuscles, 
from which a great number of rays diverged. In a section of 
a piece of syphilitic skuU, which appeared porous cxturnally, 
but was in fact very compact, the Haversian canals were found 
wide, the corpuscles mostly large, and Bomo of them placed at 
right angles to tlie canals. In the neighborhood of particular 
canals tho iiinermost lamella was transparent, and cocitniiied a 
single row of eorpuscles, but it was surrounded hy a dark 
stratum, interwoven with very numerous corpuscles, which 
wore thickly set with rays. 

instances have been known in which the inner table of the 
bones of the skull and dura mater have bcon diseased for a 
long time, wliile the external osseous surface lias remained per- 
fectly sDuud. 
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paralftic symptoms vitli defective intelligence and memory, 
impaired vihiod, difficulty of articulation, and epileptic scizurcu 
may set in, nitd iiUimatc-ly disappear under proper tren.tmciit. 
Tlie means principally rulied upou by Dr. Rcid consisted ia 
sliaviiig the Iicad. extensive blistering of tlml part, and mer- 
cury. In one of l)is cases, venesection, active purgatives, and 
tartar-emetic were had recourse tOt* 

Sir. Reeve, author of a work on "Syphilitic Moniiigitis," re- 
ports a case in whteli lliero was every reason to believe tliat tija 
patient labored under compression of the brain occasioned by 
syphilitic tumors, developed upon llio dura malcr. He had 
a paralytic aflectiou, with other cerebral disturbances of am 
alarming character. He could not Eland upon Ins fcot; hia 
articulation was imperfect; his memory and ideas generally 
impaired: vision iu both eyes was disturbed. IIv was known 
to Iiuvc had oonstitutiotial sypliiUa a few years previously. TLo 
scalp wag shaved, and covered with a blister, to tbo surfaee of 
which miercurial oiiitnioiit was freely applied for a few days. 
Recovery took place rapidly. Some of Mr. Todd's cases were 
treated successfully with the iodide of potassium. 

In my own practice 1 have met with one unequivocal exam- 
ple presenting the leading features appertaining to the cases 
above cited. The iodide of potassium was given largely, for a 
long period, >ritliout permanent benefit. Tlie patient did well 
for a time, but afterwards suffered a relapse from which lie did 
not recover. He lingered several months in an imbecile 
tnmo of mind before death took place. Softoning of the braia 
was the principal lesion discovered at tlio autopsy. 

The following case, which occurred at Rainsford Island Hos- 
pital, has been furnished mo by Dr. David W. Clieever, of Bos- 
ton, who was connected witli that institution iu 1857. 

" Miiry R. eittered the hospital June 3. Siie bad uo chancre 
nor tubercles. Denies a primary sore, but has inflammation of 
cervii uteri, with discharge, and an enlarged gland, uot ten- 
der, in the left groin. An eruption of coppery blotches in the 
!tkin, and also alopecia and hoarseness. She looks pale and 
cachectic. Ordered to have good diet and small doses of iodide 
of potassium ; ttiat is, twelve grains per diem, in eyrup of iodide 
of iron. 

*Laban un Veneieat Ducaiiee, 1969, p, 19Q. 
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made nearly block witlt tbe coattag of iodine, and the process 
ebould be repeated every other day. 

The nioaaiires above suggested will usually bring iho e7nii>- 
toms speedily to a termiuatioii. The con^titiitioual remedy 
sliould, norerthdoss, bo conttnucd for fivo or six vr&eks in Fmall 
doses, evoii nfU-'r tlict iiidi\'idual is rid of tlicm. I adTise that 
carboiidto of ammonia oiiLer into the proscription, so that the 
patient sliall tako twenty or thirty grains a day of tliis salt, or 
even looro If those measures fail to bring the desired relief, 
tlioro is but little liopo of benefit fioiit siiy mere medical treat 
meat. Aconite internally, and aUo as a topical ap[)liance, 
colclucum, and copious draughts of the sarKaparilla decoction, 
can 1)0 tried; biiL the results will, in all probability, ha uu.satis- 
factory. In sudi cases, which fwrtutiatcly are very rare, the 
seat of distress is in tlio interior of the bones, that is, if tlie 
bones nf the extremities are implicated ; niid the operation of 
trephining becomes a mailer for consideration. This f^nrgical 
measure has been resorted to in repeated instances with entire 
success. A few years siuco, Mr. Lee, of London, pnblislied a 
paper, ui which lie shows that long-con tinned pain in a bone 
may dejtcnd, among otlier causes, upon Iho deposiUon of solid 
nialeriiil ariising froni tbe venereal poison. He recommends 
trephining for this a6!ection. Ue operated on a woman, in 
whom the pain and RwelUng were conhned to the ncighlwrliood 
of the knee-joint. As the epiphysis of the bone appeared to be 
the origiiinl seat of the complaint, ho trephined at that part. 
As soon as the outer bIioU of bono was perforated, the can- 
ccllouK structure was felt to give way under the pressure of the 
instrument, and some minute and separate flakes of white mat- 
tor estiaped with llie blood. Tho patient recovered." Mr. 
Lajigston Parker mentions tlie case of a woman, in which the 
mednllnry memlirane became infiamed during the secondary 
stage of (■yptiilis. Tlio shaft of tlie left tibia was the part 
afTeL-ted. Tliis bono was trephined, and the modullary canal 
opened. Tlie moduUaiy membrane, turbid with black blood, 
which van from it in a stream, protruded through tlio opening; 
the perforatiim was tilled with a piuco uf soft lint dipped in oil. 
The patient was soon relieved of a most agonizing dtscresis. 
The opening closed with new bone. In about tlireo months 

• London Joumnl at Medicine, October, 1952 Al»o VuUL 
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Mr. Parker removed witli the trephine a second piece of bono, 
which wiut carious, and again poiiotraled the raednllary canal. 
1^0 constitutional dtstiu'bance followed eitlicr opcra,tkon. Tlie 
voman recovered. 

TrtEATMEST op Venereal Nodes. — Pationta who aro sufTeriiig 
from Bj-pliilitic periosteal nodas usually roaoifest progressive 
railure of the general heaUli. fiidor these eireiimslaiiees, a 
course of trcatmiint should be adopted that will tiriid to rt'cruit 
the vital powers. The utility of mercury was once believed to 
surpasH that id' all otiier dnigtj in the various stagcx of pi^t'luNti- 
tia ; but of lata years the attention of medical men hiis boen 
fiivorahly attracted towards the iodide of potassium, and now 
the voice of the profession is, with horo and thera an excepiiou, 
in fuvur of this article, as tliu most reliable agent \va cao 
employ, Willi a view nut only of subduing tertiary pains, but 
also for the more imiwrtaiit purpuso of causing the absorption of 
the morhid de{)o^it, and thus greatty to diminish the chances of 
active iiiflauiiiiation and its direct ulterior consG'qiienceA. ex- 
foliation of the subjacent bone. All those indications, as ra- 
gard.<i the local di.^ea!^e, aia be acconiplii^bed, siid no pcroiani^tit 
traces of its visitation reuiaiii, and in ibo mean time tliQ com^ti- 
tutional Htato of the individual wUl be improved by tlie same 
moaauros. Persons who liavo lon^ been troubled with peri- 
ostitis, become cxcOL-diiigty piilo and chlorotic — a circumslanue 
iudicativQ of eerious impulrmenl of the composition of tlic 
blood. The m'tst important delcrioralioii con.^ists in the dim!' 
nution of the red cnrpusclos. The ppoeoss of rednclion in the 
relative proportion of globules commences early in iIih venereal 
history of the patient, acid continues during the progress of 
his malady, iinlil at length it tcraiinates in the exsanguine 
condition alluded to. These faet^ furnish the practitioner with 
an important principle iu a therapeutic sense. They tnalce 
known to liiui tlie reason wliy the preparations of irou are so 
beneficial, and so eminently entitled to confidence in chronic 
venereal disordore. Per the purpose, therefore, of restoring the 
equilibrium of llie elemental constituents of the Tital fluid, and 
of enabling iho system more speedily lo re{:aiii its wonted tone, 
tlie elufs of remedies nuw referred lo may bo advanlagooii.ily 
luiited with the iodide of potassium. Of all ferruginous cum- 
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pounds, ilio potA*90-tartrflt6 U the most vsltia^le. It exerts 
a prompt influence in enrii^luug Uie impoverished sanguiiipous 
Buid, knd restores it nearly to its bcaltliy physiolofncal standard ; 
it works in perfect harmony witli llic potaFsiuni, and in most 
eases whi<:h fail to derive tlie anticipated liLMicfit from the latt«r 
vnbstaucc, tiie tartrate can be brtmght into s«rviue as an im- 
portant trihutary. 

In case of recurreoce of ancient periosteal aSeotions, — and 
tliis 13 not very anoommon, — the iodide is again to be prc- 
Kribed, until the symptoms onco more yield. A full, generous 
diet, pure air, and frequent bathing, will UkcwiKc essentially 
inure to the benefit of the patient 

Wliile it is a irell-establtshed fact, that the potasEtum exerts 
almost a Rpocific influence on tliu kard pcriwitenl nodes, it is 
et^ually certain that irlien suppuration has commenced (his 
«aU possesses little or no virtue, so far as relates to the local 
di^mum. If there be a marked syphilitic cachexia, with en- 
feebled nutrition, emaciation, and dopreeiuCion of tlie nrhole 
orgnnisni, and the surgeon see fit to continue its use in smalt 
-doses as a general tonic, there is no objection to the treatment; 
although in such a Juncture the iron will be found more effica- 
cious. Whether a salnlion of the potassium or the iron bo 
nrdi.'n;(l, it stiould be taken in a large quantity of the compound 
decoction of sarsaparilla. 

Meocuuy. — Notwithstnnding our repuenanco to the uso of 
mercury in tills couipEaint, a-nd our cuulidence in Ilio iodide of 
putas^tum, instances will present iheiDselves for tlio cure of 
wliich the forEnermediciiiG will be required as a fimiill fracUoaal 
past, iif tlio treatment. For instance, if there h(^ a goodly shajre 
of cnriKtitiitioual vigor, and if the antecedent symptoms have 
been tmaled entirely by what is termed the "simple method," 
theprEiclilimicr will do well to institute a ehort mercurial course, 
and especially will this plan be judicious if there be much local 
iiidamniatioii. Uut as soon as this lias bcou subdued, tliopatus- 
nuui, together with eome chalybeate, should be substituted. 
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LOCAL TREATBIENT OF NODES. 

If much inflammation exist in the integiimGnt, a few leeches 
near the nodular tumefaction will be proper. Afterwards, 
blisters, and llio couipound lincCiire of iodine, repi^aHtd suf- 
ficiently of^eii to kei>p the skin perfectly raw. will coiislitnte the 
most suitable topical means we can put in force. Or tlie 
denuded furfuce inuy be dressedl with the Emplastrum ammo- 
niuci c. tirdntrgrro, or with the strong niGrctirial oititmcnt. If, 
tiotwithstiLnding a judicious cmplos-mcnt of the measures bore 
recoinmended, the node continue to increase, and BOom tending 
towards Mippuration, or if that event have already taken place, 
the surgeon need not wholly despair of accomplialiing the al>- 
Borption of the fluid, which is sometiuios effected under Tery 
unpromising circurastaiiCL's. However strongly he may be in- 
clined to set free llie purulent collection, he should delay the 
0{>cratiou until all rational hope of absorption is al>andoned. 
T1)0 opening of a node is very liable to be fallowed by roost 
unpleasant conseiinences. Should the practitioner deciiir'larr**, 
puncture the abscess, as a last resource, a very line trocar, 
rather than a lancet, slioidd he the insttrumciit ; and every pre- 
cautioa should l>e observed to pT6^ciit the entrance of air inSJ^^^ 
the wound. The danger of caries and cxfoliatiou of the sub- 
jacent bono will thus be cssentJiitly lessened. 

A case now and then transpires, iu which the morbid growth 
ha* been of lomg duration, and afli.-r undergoing a curtaio 
degree of dimitniiton remains nearly KUilionary. is of bony hard- 
ness, and is attended with no pain or other incontrenienoe. 
It is an instance of real osseous deposit — an exostosis, whicb 
■will be uniufluoncGd by any medical agents. It is the result of 
the previous inflammatory action in Iho bono and periostoum, 
and, unless it should interfere with the normal functions of 
the related oi'gaiis, it may ho allowed to remain on the part 
&H a more excrescence and harmless deformity. 

In whatever portion of the osseous system exfoliation, caries, 
or necrosis takes place, under the influence of the sypliililio 
virus, the surgical and medical treatment is to be the same as 
under ciroum^^nccs wholly independent of such a csuf^e; and 
any sn^gcstioiie fmru me relative to the management of tliose 
conditious seem uncalled for. 
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UDfrequently hafllo tho jud^cnt, in our attcin[ita to decide 
upon lUe exact pathological character of tlio symptoms iiii<l<fr 
reTiflW. Ill the adult siilyoet the phonoinoim ara doveloiifid 
with comparative regularity, and are genei-ally recogiuKod at 
sight. The origin or mode of infection in the two clasaos of siib< 
jocts is difTcreiit, aud the lesion which is piimary in the oiii^, is 
rarely «Ter met with in the other. . M. CaiUault, a recent French 
writer, considers tlie cutaneous pUi^nninciia of congenital Kyjiliilis 
aa constituting iu puiiit of fiict Uio wliulc disca^o uf infunta. ' 
Tins view of llio sul>joct, however, is untenable, as wo shiill 
shortly see, and as almost every physician already knows. 

In infantile syphih.^ the !>yinptoins heloiig almost exclusively 
to tlie secondary group. Tlio tertiary atTcclioiis^ involving the 
boMcsand tlieir iiuiucdiato investments, are very rarely met with. 
A few years since, Pr, Van Burcn, of New York, had a case of 
this sort; and M. Berlin has given an instance that occurred at 
ta Malcmitt^ nearly half a contnry ago, and iu a clitld tljirty- 
five days old. Tliero was pcrioslilis on tlio snpcnur and poste- 
rior surface of the uln.i; Inhercular pnstulra sprang up on 
various parts of the surface ; and a tumor, as large as a pigeon's 
egg, formed over the left great trocJianter. Small dosc3 of cur- 
rosire sublimate were administered, and in ihrco or funr montlis 
all the symptoms disappeared. 

The boiiOB uf the nose in ttic new-born infant aro oC'CaBionally 
destroyed by the disease, and a falling in of llic organ takes 
place, which imparts to ibc features a most liidcous deformity j 
and Dr. West records tlio case of an infant of a few months old, 
who.'ie l>ony palate was destroyed. 

If the father have nt any period been alHictcd with primary 
disorder, but iw free from cousocutivg lusion wlion the ovum is 
impregnated, the product of such impregnation may, ncvor- 
thcless, he tainted with cou^ntitulionnl t^yphilisi. Hero tlie pru- 
creativQ clement is the meditim of traiismisMon. Results oftliis 
deacription are extremely rare, but the bare fnet of their oc- 
currence is ostablishod beyond all possibility of doubt. Witiiin 
a twelvemoiitEi I have met with one example perfectly well 
authenticated. The child began to show evidence of tliu veiio- 

* A Pmctlntl Tmtue itii DIkomm of the Skin In Chilrlrcn fhiro iJte Frcndi 
of Ciulbult. By R H. tlUkc, &c London Edition, 1863, p. 6. 
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real tttint whnn tlin-e weeks oltl. But its tnie condition vas 
not uii<lerKtiu]d by the parcnu, and no apprehonsion of its 
oafoty wofl cnturtaiiied until tlio surfucc of tlio body and limbs, 
aiiJ a portion of it-4 fiico mid lieud, were tlilckly cuvcred with 
scaly blotcltcs of undoubted specific eruption. Tlie father, a 
well-educated legal gentleman, took alarm, and made known to 
mo Ilia history, plating that eeveral years Ijeforc marriage lie 
contracted cliancrc, but never had constitutional symptoms. I 
saw Iho child but once. It was a living mass of corruption, 
and died before it reat;hed its tenth voek. Tlie mother ewaped 
contamination, and had no suspicion of the real malady that 
destroyed her first-born child. She did not nurse it- 

VVIici-o one instance occurs like that of the child abore mon- 
tjoiied, there are Imndreds, probably thousands, where no taint 
is coiuiuunicated by the spermatic accretion of the lather, who^ 
at a formor period, may have had chancre, but in whom no 
conBtil\itioiial complaint esiRts at tlie time the ovum is iinprc;;- 
imted. The explanation of tliese facts must, in lliu present 
state of our knowledge, be purely hypoCh«ticul. In the iIl^Ulnce 
I liave adduced, llie father, as he stated to me, was subjected to 
the iiimplo metiiod of trcatmoiU fur liis chancre. Hiid mercury 
constituted the chief remedy, would the child hare escaped tbe 
infection? Whatever may bo tlie true answer lo this iutjuiry, 
1 doemcd it expedient to ptit this fattier upon a moderate mer- 
cnriiil course, combined with diaplioretics, the use of which 
was prolonged for several months, witli a view lo eliminate tliO 
latent poison, and thus prevent its transmission, in the event of 
any rntuie pregnancies through his instnimentalitj. The re- 
sult of tliis trentmont has not yet transpired. My confidence 
in it is not very grent. 

The blight of the ovum and abortion aro often produced ty 
the presence of the syphilitic virus derived from the viiiat«d 
spermatozoa of the father, who, as well as the mother, may bo 
in pood health at the time of the conception. By some writers 
it has been supposed that in these cases the mother must be 
infected first, and tlie foetus afterwards; but facta aro every 
now and then brougbt to light disproving this theory, and cstab- 
lisIiiiiR exactly it^ opposite, namely, that tlio mother, who es- 
capee the infection at the time of copulation willi an individu&l 
liiboriiig under the venereal diathesis, may become iiifocted 
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from the fcetus, the germ of vhich has beei\ poisoned by the 
semou of thiti gamo individual. Tliiii proposition may ha con- 
sidorod as established by indubitable facts vliiuh hare been 
announced by tlie most rclia-ble obsenors. I miisl liere uito 
an insUiiico related by Mr. Ljuigstoii Pjirkor at a recent lectiiro 
at Queen's College, London. A man tnaiTied a healthy lady, 
having Imd no symplouis of syphilis of any kind for a year pre* 
vious lo his marriage. Shortly after marriage liis wifo bocamo 
pregnant, and th« husband again suffered from copper-colored 
blotches ou tho ekin, and he bad ulcers in tbo throat, nnd lost 
his hair aiid eyebrows. Tho wife was prematurely delireri^d, in 
the fifth month of her pregnancy, of a dead ciiild. Sho bad, 
about this time, coppercolorcd blotches like her husband, a sore 
throat, and lost hfir hair and eyebrows. In this case, and I 
dwell especially on the fact, says Mr. Parker, no se.\ual mi* 
cliief existed. The wife was carefully examined. She had never 
had a vnginal disdiarge of any kind ; the vagina and the mouth 
and neck of tlie ulerus appeared totally free from disease.* 

In considering tlie facts connected with the etiology of infan- 
tile syphilis, tJiere is no difficulty in comprehending the influ- 
ence of a syphilitic motlior in transmitting the same malady to 
the now being that germitiatoB in her womb. Tlie mystery is 
rather how the bud or branch that springs from such a trunk 
can pfjssibly escape. During the inlra-uterine existence of the 
child it derives its pabulum — its life-blond — from the same 
vivifying current that supplies the maternal organism, and it 
would he strange indeed if, during this impriBonment and this 
condition of utter dependence, it did not imbibe into its tissues 
the same morbid element that preys upon the mother. 

Probably the circulation constitutes the most common me- 
dium, or channel, through which the venereal poison is con- 
veyed to the fcetus tn vtero, although Hunter entertained the 
hypothesis that the blood could not infect, and therefore he 
could not comprehend how tho fcettis was contaminated. 

The infection can he communfcated during parturition by 
tho infant passing through tho vagina affected with primary 
veuoruul ulcers. Inoculation in this way, however, is probably 
TCry iidjequeut. Tho emegma, or sebaceous matter, that cov- 

. •Lancet, May 29, 18S8. 
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on tlio whole turiWco of tlio child, operates as an admirable 
uroguard. Vidal questioiiH whetbor primaiT' chaiicra baa been 
observed in the new-born infant, produced bj disease la Ute 
genital passages of tbc parturient muthcr. 

There is alio ruasou to boliwe that the iwi'/fc of a syphilitu: 
nurse is somctiinos the mcdiuni of infecting the nursling, 
wlicllier the brea-st is tlic sent of any local disease or not. 
Tliis opinion is entertained by Mr. Whitehead, Mr. Wilson, and 
other writers of noto, but is denied by other high authorities. 
I iinafrine that no practitioner would, if called upon for advice, 
recommend a snckliug child to tho custody of a syphilitic wei^ 
nurse, knowing her to be such. Such counsel, if given by a 
pliysiciau iu this country, would be suiuidal to the professiojiil 
repiilution And sUkiiding of '\iA aiitlior, and that juHtly. He 
tntglit ns well conntenanco the deadly administration of ar^enie 
diMiulved in the contents of the willc-bottlo, aa to allow a child 
to draw poison froia the human breast. 

An infunt, having secondary symptoms at birth, cannot infect 
it's mother's breasts, oven if it5 mouth be ulcerated, although 
such n child can, and often does, inoculate a strange wet-nurse. 
The late Mr. CoUes, of Dublin, was the first to discover and 
fumi&h to tho profcsEiion this curious fact. Hia statement bax 
bet'ii corrohoratod by others who have had ample opportunities 
for observation. Mr. Hutchinson, surgeon to tlie Metropolitan 
Froo Uoiipital, London, gives full cuuiitcuanoo Co the ricws of 
Mr. Colics, and suggests, in explanation, that in such cnscs tlie 
mother of the diHCUsud child has already received from it, whilst 
til ulerOf all the contagion it is capable of conveying. Hence 
her exemption or immuuity. 

I*ROGNOsis. — If the child bo socn early, and can be placed 
imder favorable hygienic and rcraeilial inlluences, the prognosis 
in many cases is qiiito favorable. It is a fact, however, in a 
minority of instance.* witcro the disease is congenital, — thai is, 
where tlie infant comes into the world with tlie syphilitic Icarcn 
pervading its oripiuiKution,— that it is endowed with a low vital- 
i(y, and that it-* exisicnco is very seriously comiaTsmjsed. Al- 
though for a few days or a f«w weeks all may seom (air and 
promising, death will very probably ovprtake the poor Tictim 
bolero it arrives at the period of dontiiiou. • 
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The TiKwt fatal epoch is before the child rcacho; the third 
month of extra-uierine life. 

If con taml nation take place aficr birtli, the caao is one of 
acqtiirrci rypliilts, in distinction from congenital or hereditary 
diM^a^e, and tlio prognosis ia more faropahle tliau it can ha 
where llie taint is coeval witii conception, or with any portion 
of fcetal cxiplcnce. Tim symptoms are umially of a mild type, 
and yield to good nursing, cleanliiiefis, puro air, ami gonllo 
medicinal treatment. If inoculation with chancrous matter 
liavo taken place, which, as pn-'viunsly slatod, is an oxcficd- 
ingly rare occurrence, tlie resuUing sore is more apt to aasumo 
a phagedenic character than in the adult. 

Symptoms. — Infants horn with the venoronl taint within 
them csliibit, for the mofit part, great iinifotmily of symji- 
toms ; and yet there is not, in every instance, an enllro awioin* 
blflge of all the morbid phenomena wliich the v'lnin is knuwn to 
engender. In some oases, where Ilio cuiistitiitiouul inl'eclion is 
contracted during emhryonic life, Iho maiiifustattitii u( all apo 
ciRc accidents or lesions is delayed for several niuiithH ; tlio 
infant, meantime, being to all Rppoaranco in utirfDcl lioalth, 
nntil Borae incidental circumstanco, such as dentition or Iho 
process of weauing, peems to operate a*! an inimi?iiiatp exciting 
cause in bringing to light the latent dialliesis. floiicrally, how- 
ever, it may he roroarked that the eilbcta of tlio poison lUii well 
pronounced at an earlier period." If yuii luuk iiL a child threo 
or fotir weeks oM, that lia» the virus wJlhiii It as ii lranMuilte«l 
inheritance, the fii-Ht thijn^ht tliiit Kii^KONt.i ilfv\f \o th»t you 
have before you a mi niatui-e cintdfrin nC old age. Thn integu- 
ment of the face nnd of tlio wlmln fninic! in wi'inVlml in Ciinw*- 
quonce of dcfcctivi; nutrition. U Imiigs in lililr folils uU»ut llie 
jaws, DCck, and dilforont parts of the limlis, and if uf n dirir 
yellow tint. This peculiar color of the fkin Tr^lll^1,•lm ooimid- 
ers of great value in forming a diagnosi-s. lie miauhes inoro 
importance to it than to the copper color of oniptimis. Within 
tlie past ten years I have had opportunity to exaniini) prcwt 

■ The dato. obtained by Diday from vnrinii* uniirww, uliiin thai nut of vtm 
hundn^ iLiid tilVj-ci^ht csics, eighty- ux prcM-nlL-d *j'iii|iti>iii» Icfor* th» fl»t 
montti, fijrlj-livt before the second month, and fifteen btftfir the third nonib. 
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ami elsevben on tliese puts. 

■31 gaBOfmllf bo nolicod on 

aoal r^ioDB, the 

, not unliko thnt of 
r.«f • fcitiii liMii lliiii that of ordinary 
■■ •! 6r»c a waaSi circvtar discs on the forehead 
. or htiaw tba «ajs, and re»«nil)cs 
la bur or fire dajrs, nearly the 
' W llteCMCiy A* MCk, Ihs ohast, and abdomen, will l>e oo- 
1 br ribMia. ThtB* UglebM of •rapCkon aro quite pernst- 
aad «* ftiniBlTj aeeeaipaniej bj' a gtmerml aoasarcous 
.vUeh MfKte «» dw lUa a ssMOth polished a^iecU This 
B»MMcun£liMhMkHK called rwbeola sr^Uitica. 

r-ToUilis ■Mala frv^Mady aiT<« upon rarious dialricts. 
T^fv aiv of Aflteeak diaMBnaoSr aiid aisuine an oral or round 
^CWT and tti« veU-kaova coppery color. They subside par- 
tulU aotkr tiM pnenu* oC tbe finger. In some cases, a slight 
tlttumciMtiott. as ia tUoMMa* is perceptible i» connoctiou irith 
lk(M vvUov »taius, and in ocbera not [Plate VII.] 

If iIh nkorbtd pab^Mis become deddedly »)uainoii8. it will 
be ftMtuil. ou examinatioo, tbat this oondition is prcvciled hy a 
civ<t> lit' minute papuK-s, Tthicti sprtug up on the inflamed spots, 
aad Miltac«ous scalo^ aru aAenrards erolvod on the apices of tlie 
paMlt<^«. 11)0 portions of skin thus implicated usually increase 
ia uae by new auoessious of papules appeahug ou their borders^ 
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whicli arc clevatcil above tlio aJjaceiit surface. They assiime 
And iniiiiitum a prctly uiiirurm orbicular figure, [Plato VIII.] 

Ill some insUxiii^es ilta crtiptioii is Coiifiiici to tbc IiiiikU and 
feet, in tlie form of wcll-dcliiicd, coppei'-colored sciuainic, wbils 
all the other portions of the iiitegiiiuciit arc free from l)lciiiis]|. 

Someiimes tlie orU|it!uti manifests a iiiarkcc) pu»itulo-pa[)u1ar 
tendencjr. The amouut of exudation, however, is Biuall, and 
projiicua irregular, thin, dark-colorod iiicruBiatioiis. whidi ai-e 
very adIicrL-iil Lu the subjacent derma. Superficial sores often 
break out alno about the kiieett, the ankles, shoulders, and other 
parts, that are ex[fuscd to pressure or fi-ictiuii. Pissunis aru 
likewise vtry generally seen at the angles of the mouLh in snch 
children, and a sort of psoriasis of tlie lips, which arc dry and 
parchc(3; aud the litlle sufTurcr soeras to keep tho moiitli com- 
pressed insliiictiroly,as if for the purpose of avoiding eonstaut 
distro^H in the parts. Isolated mucous patches arc ort(>ii observed 
in the same localities as in tlio adult ; so abo the Ihiing mcra- 
braiio of the Diouth, tho tliroal, and nasal paft^agos, pnriicipatea 
in tha siwicific lesictns ordinarily entailed upon older persons. 

lu certain canes tho morbid atfectinns of tho mncous tnem- 
brailes exist Ronie little time hefure any abnornml (.•niiditiqu of 
the cutaneous etructuro is Jiotieed ; in others, the mucoiis tissuo 
apparently recojvea woarly the whole force of the disease, -while 
tlio tkin remains intact, or nearly so, Tho coripestioti and in- 
flammation of tliG pituitary membrane always interfere with 
respiration, especially when the child is at the breast. Tlio 
peculiar brenihiiig on these occasions attracts tho notice of tho 
mother or nnrso, who reports that the child has " the snuffles," 
■ — an expression familiarly known and very suggestive to the 
medical attendant. As tho morbid action progresses, the breath- 
ing becomes more laborious and obstructed, ami the patient has 
no little difficulty in swallowing its nonrishnioiit. It chokes 
and struggles, and Rtfiilly quits tho nijiple for the moment. 
Tlio disease penutrates downwards; the larynx soon hecotiies 
implicated, and the voice has a singular but charactoristlo 
stridulous tone when the child attempts to cry. Romotiines 
the cry is hardly audible, or, if heard, auiounta to a mere 
hoarse, squeaking sound that is scarcely human. 

There ie a discharge from tho nose of an offensire, eanio* 
purulent Eccretion, iiitcrminglcd with mucus. This irritatos 
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advent of tlie plicnomcna above described, oven if no ireataicnt 
bo iiisti tilled. 

Erythema. — As yet we havo barely mentioned tills exftn- 
tlieni. As it is generally tlio precursor or rallying jwiu I of other 
Tciiereal eruptions, it is invested willi an interest wliieli would 
not oilierwise attach to it. H may be well ihererore to dwell 
upon it3 features for a moment. Its presence is of grave ita- 
port. It denotes that there is a profound constitutional disturb- 
aueo, of which the eruption itself is a mere sign or expression 
not produced by any local or cxtraiteous cause. The eruption 
may appear on any part of tlie body or limbs, hut seUlonn comes 
u[>on the face. It assumes for the most part an acute form, hut 
apparently produces only slight discomfort to the child. It 
spreads out upon the surface in somewhat irregular circular or 
oval patclios of various dimensions. 

At UrBt the color is a vivid rod, but In two or three days the 
blotche;) reach their acme, and the brilliant Ecarlet hue becomes 
gradually less conspicuous, and a dingy red color prevails. 
After the erythema has continued for six or eight days, a delicate 
trace of yellow often mingles with the coloration. 

If tho eruption exists upon tho nates, around the anal ro- 
gion, in^^uinal folds, or genitals, the cuticle is very apt to be east 
off at an early day, and after tlio desquamation has taken place 
the derma shines aa if polished or covered with a layer of var- 
nisbi. There is littlo or no serous exudation, except about the 
folds of the skia. The cuticle ia reproduced at irregular inter- 
vals, and if the child imrsea well, is kept cloonly, enjoys a salu- 
brious utmosphcre, is brought under the immediate action of 
appropriate medicine, — that is, mercury, — and the venereal 
diathesis is comparatively mild, it may resist any further ea- 
croachraents of tho disease 

I have now under treatment a female infant, nuio months old, 
which first exhibited, at tho ngc of five months, signs that it 
inhcritccl the venereal diathesis. Tho mother has never suffered 
from the complaint, but she knows the father lias. At fu-st, 
erythematous blotches of moderate dimensions came here and 
there upon tho estremitios of tho child. They were not numer- 
ous, but tho mother suspected their nature. lu a few weeks 
toxuill iwlated tubercles supervened. Theeo mjuu acquired a 
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pustular character, vith hard bases and thick, dark, ptomiDent 
■cabs ; preseating, in ibort, the Qsnal features of sTphililie 
ecthyma. The mucous sar&cas vere not abnormal. The 
general aspect of tho child, vhen I first sair it, betokened a 
moderate degree of atrophj or stinted groirth. It lacked ri- 
vacity, plumpaesa and color. It noised veil but the nutritiTe 
thnctiou Tos at fault That it was a genuine case of coogenitat 
sTphilis there was no reasou to question. 

Tba child iras put upon tlie use of the bichloride of mercuiy, 
— one-^xtieth of a grain twice a day, — and to the eruption a 
weak nitric oxide of mercuty mnUneot was applied. The enip> 
tion yielded rery rapidly to the action of tho medicines, and ths 
child has grown fat and in all respects improved in a satisfactory 
manner. Tlie bichloride will be continued in half the original 
quantity for some weeks to come. 

But in a. rast majority of cases a far different doom awaits the 
^philitic child. The morbid phenomena, instead of diminish- 
ing ia FCTcrily, become more and more intense; the erythem- 
atous inflammation bursts out in new places, and spreads in 
every direction ; excoriations of various extent and depth are 
formed: gangrenous or slougliing ulcerations are established at 
different points ; numerous Toucles or bulls appear about the 
■mall joints of the extremities and dischaige a foetid, sero^anious 
matter ; tho ill-developed nails turn yellow, dry up, and are 
detached ; abscesses supervene, and diarrhiEa sets in ; and finally 
ooryia and laryngitis complete the picture, and the child dies. 
I have Gceu not a few such cases within the last thir^ years. 

INTERNAL ORGANS 

Tbe Lrsns. — • Indurated masses or nodules are frequently 
found ill tlie parenchyma of the lungs in all stages of development 
as a ^philitic losioo. At first they are hard, — mere indurations ; 
they afterwards soften, suppurate, and yield a sero-purulent 
fluid. Their course is usually rapid and alwav^ fatal. Tlte 
symptoms to which they give rise are similar to those of piieu* 
moiiia. The pulmonary auction is occasionally tlie only disor- 
ganization manifest, but in most instances the skin, the throat, 
and other regicms, are occupied by some allied form of syphilis. 
These nodalea are formed during fmtal life, and have been found 
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by M. Tiorlinck to contain pus-globules at the seTonth month. 
It ^lill remains n mutter of qiiet<tion whether a tmo luborciitusis, 
either in itie youiig or in tha adult subject, cau be ijroduced or 
even doYcloped by the syphilitic element. 

As yot we have no moaiiH of positively detecting the peniUar 
elementary cliarttcterislics of these syphilitic deposils, if any 
such really exi&t. Tlia microscopo brings to tiow fllJro-pla^tic 
material, cell-micici of various sizes, oil or fat gloluilcs, ]n\t 
globules, amorphous matter, &c. ; but thcso are all found iit 
other Diorbid producW also. In the early stage of formation 
Mr. Wilks, of Ouy's Ilospital, found noditlos in tlio lungs of a 
Bypiiilitic patient to consist of fibro-plaslic tissue. Tlio disoaBe 
in this instance conaistod of rounded masses iii tho substaneo of 
tlie lung, quite circumscribed and tirm, and presenting an 
apjfcarance dilferent from the ordinary or inflammatory depo^itN. 

Kcvoral writers havo described diseases under the t4.'rm 
** Syphilitic Pulmonary Disease;'-' and ono author tells us that 
syphilis displays itsiilf in the lung under the varied forms of 
broiicliiti:^, pneumonia, or brouuho-pueumouia. 

Hepatic AFFurTioss. — It has for along period been a well- 
settled belief ihat in con^^titutionnl syphilis tho liver becoiuos 
involved ; and It* is now fnlly demonstrated by palhologico- 
anatoui icul fuels that tlio venereal poisoR is one of the most 
frequent predisposing causes of various morbid conditions of the 
biliary appiiratiis. The morbid proeuss manift'sts itsolf in tioveral 
dilTereiit forms, as feimplc inturslitial liupuUtis, hepatitis gncn- 
mo^a, waxy, amyloid nr lurdiwoyus dygvue ration of the liver. 
There are stllil otNor forms of lii^piitio disease where the davvl- 
Qpmcnt of areolar tissue is widely oittended tlirougliout the liver, 
and gives riso to simple or granular induration, and are 
doticribud tuidur the tllli; O'f sypbilitie drrhosis. 

Of seventeen coses of syphilitic hepatitis examined by Prericks 
tliQ organ was reduced in she four times, atid once it did nut ox- 
cecd twice tho size of a man's fist; llie volume was normal in »even 
cases, and iu six it was enlarged ; in five there was waxy degen- 
eration. This latter condition, resulting from coustituliotial 
syphiiii), may exist when the osseous system is not attacked. It 
bas been found even in newly born infunta. 

la llio year 1848, M. Gublcr, of France, presented to tlie 
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Bolico oT tha profd^ion l'toft important paper dcmonstrntliig 
tlic occurrence of a peculiar ciiu.iig(> in tlic liver in a groat num- 
ber of nev-born children afTcctccI viLli hereditary sj-phililic 
phenoroena ; and tlte pathological researches of Cullcrivr, 
Depaiil, Lebert, Trousseau, aud many other ohsonrers, concur la 
proving tliat while various syphilitic le^^ious ara dorcloped in 
tlie skin and mucuus mcmbrnnes, tlia liver i« profounJlj- dis- 
orgauizcd iu ditTcrout ways ; but tho most frequent abnormal 
CDiiditioiis ap]>ear to he hypertrophy and induration; and yi-t, 
strange to »ay, Mr. Wilka informs 113 that although lie lias fc«n 
fibrous deposits in tho livcnt of childrL-ii who have had horcKii- 
tary eyphili:;, ho has not met n-itli this colorgomcnt and liard- 
ucss of the organ. Tho chaiigo horo spoken of is regarded as 
similar to tho lordacoous or vaxy liror. In cztrcmo cases of 
tliis extraordinary fonnation it resists pressure, aud when torn 
by tlio fingors its mirfaoo receives no indentation from thomi and 
the elasticity of the organ is such that if a wodgo-shaped pieca 
taken from its thin edgo bo premised, it uscapCii liko a clierry- 
stouo aud rebounds tnm the ground. When cut into it creaks 
diglitly under tho scalpel. Sometiuica the change ia unircrsol, 
at otiior limes partial. 

&(icroscopical examination of tho dieoascd tissue roreals the 
presence of a great amount of lihroplastic material. 

A reiuarkabte fact connected with this syphilitic condition of 
the liver is, that thoro is never any jaundico ovea vheii the 
entire organ is diseased. 

Oublor regards the special cliango in tho Uvor above sjHjken 
of as n lesion of the tertiary ordur, aUhungh no tertiary' phc- 
iioinena, properly so called, are oiiserved to coexist with it ; and 
fiirlhor. it has been found that the iodido of pota<:sinm will not 
cure it, wliile the proto-Jodide of mercury has been found to be 
tlte specific for it. Tlie opinion of Diday is quite curious, and is 
at variance with that of Gublor. Didny believes (p. 9o) that 
the induration of the liver ia now-boni cliildrcn is exactly anal- 
ogous to the induration of a chancro in tho adult, and is duo to 
tho transmission of tho poition fiiniishod by tliQ blood of tho 
mother, determining 111 its course the sumo orgmiio rcnction, of 
which induration \s tlio expression, wliicli the poisonouM pun 
sbiwrlied during coitus induces around tho chancre, and then in 
tlic fu-st lymphatic whicU it traverses. On this theory iriduratloa 
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of the lircr onglit not to occur niilieii tlic infection procoods from 
the fathti- ; and such, it is avorri^il, is tlic fact.* 

Tke\TMF,nt. — So far as inero |)liarmacoiitie a^jmils aracon- 
oenied, the trtiatmciU may bo Mmiuicil ti]) in few worcla, iiuiuolj-, 
raerciiry and tlit; iodiJu of potassiuiu. TIiq i-nnia may Ijc said 
iu regard to tlia treatment of syphilitic Icsioil of tlio luugB, 
although ill the latter makdy no therapeiilic prnpariitioiis am 
arailablc for good. Tlio torm of jiiercnry which I prefer is the 
biclihmdc, — from one-eixdcth to otie-twcnticth of a grain once 
or twice per dioin, as in tho subjoined formula; — 

R. Hydrdrgyri Bichlinidi . • . . ■ gf^ }■ 

Synjjii Tolutani, . . S <■«. 

A<iuit' KontoiiiE, S \ih^ il. 

Give I tcwpotinful, once, Iwire, nr thrip« daily. 

In regard to tho duration of tlie mercurial troatmont tio 
poMtivu rulus cut! be prescribed. TIic age of tlio child, the 
scfcriiy of tho symptoms, and tho apparent iuflucnco of tha 
remedy, will serve, iu a good degree, as a rational guide both 
as to tlio daily amount that eliould be admiiii&terod and tim 
jwriod during wbitli it should be cutir-inued. It slioidd he pn>- 
lorigud for two or tlireo months, with owasional intermissions of 
a few days, after the syphilitic maiii Testa tiouH have disappeared. 
It must not bo concealed, however, that ttio prospect of perma- 
nent benefit to tho little pallciit is yary slight, compared with 
lliQ many probabilities to the eoutrary. 

* Tpstelin, a Oerrann wrrler, comes to the following ennclimnns respecling 
gyphiliiic affeeiionB of llic livtT (l.) In a iuiyori(j' of c.isea ihu highinuiUUty 
of fU'Cking children, affected with lit-redilaj-y »)'[ihiliii, <lo[ifT(dj» nn sjiptific di*- 
WM! tit ihe liver. (2.) This morbid aiterution, cliaracivriicd b\ the dead btdy 
by the pr«>>(<ii(!« of fil>r<i-iilmtic elciueiit* in thi> iharenchyma, reveal* itielf dur- 
ing lilt liy ilinturbanc* of tli« difjCBtivu called coi^Kiiiiinj^ wi^h llii; oi'iUimrv 
signs of liereditnry nyjihilis mid hy a con«iJeriilde L-nlnrgeiii'-iit. of the Jivfr 
demo nut Diltle by ]Kd]i[ilioTi cr pcrcuB»ion. (^-j In in'ml nan <■■( syphilitic 
affpction uf ihp liver dwilh i* rmi>i?d hy n suddenly su|iervcninB f'f (leritrtmtif. 
(4.) In rnrc criuo* death oiui nUo Iji; cuustd by pussivc hcmnrrliiiges, "hich 
may dejiend tmrlty on the cnirfu of ihe blood, partly on ihe disturtinneft of ihc 
circuliuion iiiM!i«itnn?[J hj thr liver niTcplion. — .Veio SjdciAairt Socicly'i i'tar- 
Book of Mrdkine and Sunjenjfur ISflO, p. 238, 
38 
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PuoW5m=. — Seroial yean ^d, Piofeflnr Smpwm reported 
Annsu/er cf e .<«s of this diseue which prored &ul in cUAdreu 
■wiixe m-xfaers were sufierin^ from constitationml syphiliS) and be 
axik>2ered the |:«ribMie>I inflammatitm ms due to the venereal 
ekmeaL Guoler states that in some cases of in&nts in whom 
isriaradoQ <.-( ila liver was found, evident timces of inflammatioa 
cf :he p«r:ri>ceu3i were abo detected. 

Thtkt? '^l-wd. — -Xumerous instances of suppuration of 

i^s :.vi=. ir. c'.:i'ireD of svphilttic parents liaVe been reported 
es'^irl.-.s < -j';rver5. Externally tlie gland presents no abnor^ 
z:^ ''■z-^'.j.T'^ : I -It. upon cutting it open and squeezing it, minute 
•ir.-.i ;:' p-ru". "r.: matter appear upon tlie incised surfaces. la 
c::?: . :' -.'..-i :<^'. joots tlius examined, the skin, lungs, and liver 
Li: 5;-:- r-;<^:iUTi unequivocal evidence of sypbilis. 

T'li -v:~:-. — Dt studriiig ilie specific accidents, the physiciaD 
■v^\ >•. _ >? ■: ; r.^Lnce-l tiiat t!ic child has upon it symptoms and 
ir:':-i.~i-.ir*i.--: I'^Iougiug to anr non-venereal malady. 

r'.-r ;~/.i =:iy le l:>oru at tlie normal period of gestation. It 
=Li; . :'>s: >. io flump and hearty, and no signs of disease be 
ZL^-. /':■<: :'.r ^e^c-ril we^ks after it comes into the world ; when, 
suii. >. :; w.H :\:r:;iiii indubitable proof that it is the offspring 
«.:">/;----"-- ;^i^-"«s- Tlie salient points, which, for the most 
ra.r:. rrc^-in; :l.e:nrelvesfor examiuatiou and study, have already 
«:.■¥.::-::.:> CL^iievi our attention. 

l..-'i:.-s a :':»■ week; or months old are subject to eczema on 
u.:; :j..-}. :!::; ^...ilp. and extremities. But however Bcverc tbis 
:r: ,:. ".;>:u;o anxtioii may be, it is very seldom indeed that the 
y;'::;rj.i h.ultli \>{ such young children is im|»aircd. They liave 
r-:s;l:>s ii:j:;:>. Kvause of the ceaseless pruritus that charac- 
t;:;,!'? l.>:: adeotion, but they feed and thrive as well as if no 
cuuii.'ou* erup;ii>n were upon them ; nor have they auy corre- 
s;v:.ii:'.i al-iiormal state of the buccal and nasal mucous mem- 
lrj::o, Tiioy can cry with a clear and strong voice, and are 
jv;:ora".y oxtrvmely fractious ; whereas syphilitic infants are 
u#i:al> ju-t the reverse, and to a remarkable degree, for the 
rea>i':i tiuc ihoy lio not suffer from cutaneous irritation, how- 
ever osioii^iviily the «kin may he covered wiih specific eruption. 

iirophuius con/frlus is quite a common eruption among 
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fiilauts during oarly dentition. It appears upon the clieeks, 
upon the dorsal aspect gf tlio extrcmilics and trunk. AUliough 
tht> eloineiitaiy fonn of tlio rash is a papule, iho general appear- 
ance nf tlid Bkiu and of tliO patient Ima uolliitig in common with 
the foatunes observed in a sypliilitic papular eruption at tliis age. 
Besides, stroplmhis like ^inijilo eczema, occasiuns a guod deal 
of itching, and prercnts the quiet sleep of the child, which, 
however, usfiially enjoys high health, and tha pinipliis disappear 
in a fuw monllis as well without niodJcal assistance as wilbi it. 

It has been »u(liciently shown that a venereul complaint de- 
veloped upon lliv skin of an infant is almost without exception 
associated with disease within the month, and with contstitu- 
tional derangement of a very grave cliaracter. Let tiiis impor- 
tant fact nlways he frosh in tbc mind in all cases that prei^eiit 
themselves for our decision as to wlicther they are sypliilitic 
or otliei-wise, and WQ shall rarely misjudgd thfi iiatarc of the 
disease. 

Anotlicr important general fact or cireumstance due to the 
venereal poison, when pervadiiig ihu fu.'tal ccotionoy, is tlie de- 
fective poifonnanoG of the function of nutrition ; and it ia to 
this impcrfoci developmental action cuntinnnlly operating upon 
the cuibryotiic organisation, that wa aro to attrihnte the 
withered, Beullo condition of the majority of children bom 
under the evi! star of syphilis. Mr. Hutchinson is of opinion 
that in tlioso iiislaiices where the infant is born apparently well, 
bnt allowing signs of syphilis soon afl^T hirth, the taint is 
derived solely from the father. The mother, being free from 
disease, furnishes a evipply of tiealtliy nutriment to tlio fietiis, 
which lives and thrives, having no need for tlio (ixertion of its 
own organs of assimilation, lint afler hinti it loses this 
privilege, and willi a constitution cufocblcd by its taint, is 
compelled to digest its food, and neratc and elaborata its blood 
for ilst'lf; liciiee its) speedy exhibition of the liitUorlo Intent 
disease. 

The pquamouB form of eruption is one of the most frequent 
and deciHivo e\terniil ma iiifesta lions of the Fpecifie virus llmt 
are observed in the young child; whereas, sqiminous alfeetions 
of a non-«pccilic origin are rarely ever met with in the infant. 
If, therefore, circular patches of psoriasis aro £ceu on a cliild 
witliin a, few months from it5 birth, tliuro is substaiiLiiil ground 
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tfa9 stomach ; whether n powder, a liquid, or an ointment be 
usod ; the iiltimnto effect oti the coiiHtitiitiim and oti the mal- 
ady will be eubfetantially tlia samo. I have tritd all thoee 
methods with equally favorable results. Either plan, and eitlior 
preparation, as may bo most conveiijioiit, may ha presc^ribod. 

It is well known that children are rarely alTccLed with that 
fiictitious disease, salivation, bo readily ijidiiced in the adult. 
I have never known a cliild of fuur or six months to bo dis- 
turbed by ptyalism as the result of mereiirial nclioii on tho 
QTstem. The roraarkahle power of tbie class of patients to 
tolerate the prcBOiice of mercury without ^ufforiiig from its 
physiological influence, as usually displayed in tha adult, has 
been differently explained. By some writers tho immunity of 
the young infant Ims been atlrihiited to tha fact that In the 
iattur mercury exerts its force on the ekin lUid intestinal eunal, 
and avoids, as it were, the salivary gluiids. Othen* consiilur 
that there is an imperfect development of tiio organs as regards 
their /tinr/cViR in the infant ; and 1 confGss that ] am iiielincd to 
accept this theory. So long as tlic mother's milk uonstitutcs 
tho iioiirislimeiit of tiio infant, the secretion from it« salivary 
glands is not needed. An analogous fact no less curious and 
interesting, and which I cannot forbear to mention in this con- 
nection, is tliat the fuuclion of the niuternul luummary glands 
is postponed until the time and occasion arrive when this funo 
tion can be turned to useful account. The lachrymal glands 
fiiniisb still another extimple of tardy functional aetiviiy or 
dcvclopinciit. Tho infant will cry right heartily from the 
moment of its birth, but shed no tears until it is several 
months old. 

The me of tho strong morcnrial ointraont has boon In vogue 
for more ihau half a century for line cure of iufanlilo syphilis, 
and it is the form of medication that lias been adoptud by a, 
large portion of medical pi'aclitionei-s np to the picsutit timo. 
Ten or fifteen grains of the ointment should he ruliliGd upon 
the fcut or about the ankles or knees, morning and night, until 
the synnptoms begin to yield. It may then be applied with 
less freedom. Tins is a mild and safe way of hitroducing tha 
mineral into tho system. It is no small recommendation to 
state that iunnctioii is preferred by Sir Benjamin C. Brodie to 
any other mode of treatment. Ilis method is this: A dracl"" 
38' 
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potassium be substituted for two or three veeks ; after whioh 
ttte mercurial sliould again be afiministcred. 

CouQtrjr air and good nourisliment will materially aid in tbo 
restoration aad welfare of tlie child, wliich should be brought 
up bjr haud. 

Stphius and PnEGNANCT. — Tte method of treatment to be 
adopted for a female, wliether more or less advanced in |ireg- 
Daiicj, requires no luoditicatiou whatever of tlio rcmedinl coiii'su 
that would bo appropriate under other cii'cumslaiices. This 
propositiou, or statooieiit, is full/ sustained hy the experience 
of the best and most reliable obaurvers, witb scarcely a dissent- 
ing voice. The opinion was formerly extensively diffused 
among the members of the profession tliat the admiaistratloil 
of mercurials was injurious to women during utero-gestation ; 
and also that the class of medicines hero referred to had a ten- 
dency to cause abortus, or the death uf the foetus. Now, how- 
ever, sucli prejudices, exist only to a very limited extent. They 
have been replaced by views of a directly opposite character. 
The present belief is that, instead of prodiicing an arrest of 
fcetal development and abortion, the use of mercury is calcu- 
lated to prevBui these oril cou^equeucee. 




FOR OONORRH(KA. 

R. Ba]«.C0|«ib«, S^ 

SpiriiQii iEilierai Nitiici, im. 

Tindum- Eino, {aa, 

Mtttunc ComplionF, S tj. 

Marpliic SuIjihnliH, get. QJ. )C. 

DouK.— One teaspoonfUl thrw times a day. 

R. Bali, CapiuW, ............. J iiM, 

SjjiHiii) jEiheris Nitrid S j. 

Tinctuni' Kino, { nt. 

PuJveris Om. Acaciffi, 56- 

Tincturir OpJi $M. 

Aquv FoiitiuiE, • S (I- M. 

Dose. — One leaajiuonful thrM limea daily. 

R. Pultciia Cubcbs, g vj. 

« AluTniiur, , Jvj. St 

Div. in chart. No. xiiv. 

DoftK- — One powder three times a day in a gjll of wUcT. 

INJECTIONS IN GONORIlH(EA. 

R. Zind Sulpliutis, '. . . 

Plumb) Aeetnlio, ni, p. xt. 

Tbictunc Cnlccliu 

" Opu.i*, , , . Si. 

AquK lUiMiTum, S viy. M. 

lltjacttos. — To be uaed thtM times dally. 

R Vuii Rabri, S «j. 

JLeidi Tuinict, gn. xriij. M. 

IjOKncOi. — Fur Ihc mali; urvlbnu Fur ihi' va^na the quuitUjr oT laantn 

It RtaiCWoiMi. (p-if. 

fcquaFcaUwt, 5*j' **. 

^j,;;;^iiiK —To be UK^ Iwo or l^rta tiiiica dsHy. 
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R. UydnrfTTTi Acidi Nitratii, Kttij. 

Aquie FontATue, ......S^. H. 

bJETTioK.'— In ganorrhira or g\etL To be uaed once, twice, or thrice 
duly. Pew pallenU can tolente thia injectkn itron^ th&n ■■ Ii*t« pre- 
vibed. 

ft. Yini Ojiii 

Uquoris Plumbi SubuceUtta, ii, S**> 

Aqus DiBtaUif , .... - S *]. M. 

IsjBCTlo.v. — To be used three times a dav, in gonorrlupa or gleet. 

FOR CHORDEE .\2iT> PAINFUL ERECTIONS. 

K T»ke apirit« of camphor, about thirty drops, everj huur, in * winc- 
glius of Hre«leDe<l milk, uotil ibrue or (bur doses ate token, if necessary. 

GLEET. 

R. Tincture Fern Sesquichloridi, $ u. 

Ai]iuc FontoDs, ..............Slj. M. 

DuHK. — One teaspoonful thrice daily, in a ^ of cold wntcr. 

R. Copaibe Su. 

IWtunc Canthariditi, Jij 

" Ferri Seiquichbridi, S J- M. 

Dock. — Thirty dropa Uince daily, in a pll of sweetenud w&t«r. 

R. TinctunE Caiitharidis, S j 

Quiniie Sulphalii Jm. 

Tinctune Ferri SesquichlcMidi, 59> 

Acidi Sul|>!iurici Dilutl, 5 m. 

Aquffi Fontonte, S viij. li. 

Dose. — One ounce thrre timea daily, in sn equal quantity of water. 

K. Morphia? Sulphatu, gr.j. 

Socthari .......••■ S iij- 

Mi«tur& (^Tnphors, 

Muribginis .Vcnciee, M, S^ 

Olei Terehimhinff, 5 'j- M. 

DoBE-^Two djachms ihrice doily. Injeciions the same «» in j^iiionhvL 

VEGETATIONS, CONDYLOMATA. AXB WARTS. 

wxsa. 

R. Liquorii Sodir Chlorinalffi, S**- 

Aquic Foiitaiia-, 5 t. M. 

Ft lotio. 
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roo. wAkTS. 

Vt, Pul*eTM CEruKmiii 

" Sttbimr, iit, Sj- M. 

Apply • amall ijiunUtjr «v«rir lbr«« or ibor dajrft. 

R. Addi Cknonia, -5i|- 

AquK Pontaiw, 5x.H. 

To t>« apjitM in t1i« tutor mawier m a iUoni; Aotulion of nitrate cf «ilw, 
onc« ni ihnw or four ilsfk. it |«DdaeM but littl* poiii, and ui uhibUjt cffvetnal 
in dcBlroviiig veDin-a) wsrta. 

M. ZinnCMaridi, 5tj. 

Aqne Pont«u* 5j- U. 

Tto be iwed Ukc ibe prvoeding. 

OOXORHHfEA T>" THE FB-MALK 

n. cop«ib«^ 

MiKtUginu, 

PulTvri* OibeW, it, SJ. 

Spiriiti* ;1^thiFm Ninici S <**• 

ifiatunr C&mpborv, S *iv- M. 

DoaB. — A tabl^ipoonful in h^r a gUl of tvMlened milk, lhre« or toar 
tlntM a d«jr. 

R. TincturK t.^rtt*, 

Tincturs Cubebe. u, 5 g. 

MUturr Cnmphanp, .......■>... S'*- 

Morjihiv SulphntiK, ^t. It. H. 

Dose. — One divchm thiicc doily, in half a gill of »«ccleai»l laiHu 

INJECTIONS. 

it. TinninK, , ^ij. 

I'cbiEiuc ChlorattB 3j. 

A<|iuc FonUruc, S Itj. IC. 

lojtei an ordinary fEnnnle synngrflil at a time, and ropoat the opcsatioB ad 

R. Inf\»!oRi9 Cinclianic Kubnp J i. 

Atidi Nilrici, 5 m. M. 

Tt b> UXd U ■'1 injection repvHtetlly during llio day. 

lb TiBCtniw lodinii Comp., ^m. 

AiqfUt Fonianip |viij. H. 

IJ^Mt a lynogtAil thnx, rour, or Atb timea a day. 
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K. Aliuninic, 3 J. 

Aqam FonComi-, . S ^tfj. N. 

l.xjECTton. — Tobe uicdEri-elT. 

It. Zinci Sulphi)li> 

Ad<li TimnlH. iit, Qj. 

ArtiiiF Fontana- . , 5 "• M. 

Injection. — To Iw uneil freely. 

CHAjVCRES. 
cAvsTtc Ai'PiJCATioxs. — (aboktivk treatment.) 
I une the folloiriitg nulwtnncn, nnd givt prcfcrcucc to them m they are here 

t. C«neentrftI^d Nilrif Acid. 
2, Aeifl Nilrnle i.>f Merciirj'. 
' 3. Chloride of Zinc Paste. 
4. Soluliun of Chromic Acid. 

SI.OUOIIING CIl.OJaiES, OR ULCERS. 

R. Potoiwc Chlonilifi, (..... Jh. 

Aquae FflnUiiin- S viij. 

Acidi Hydmchlnrici, gtt xx. M, 

Rignn. — I.iiTHiN. To \k conntnnlly np]ilied with lint, unlil hi-olth y "ctioji I« 
pniHiiced. udur utikli !i unriirwlMi wcitk*f soluiiou niny tie Hinjilrtyeil. Of iiiie 
1 liuvL- unutl thi.' chUjnilir iif jKitahh »<nlution to sliiugliing unci atoiuc ulcer* wilh 
the moit gmlifyiu); rexullH. 

8IXUSES. 

n. Tincturs Indinil, Sj. 

Inject inla the einun a tmall qiuttility every four or live dayi, if nc«aa«ry. 

MfCOirs PATCHES OM TUE TONGUE. 

R. Rxtracu Ckmiv 5«*. 

llyiirarpyri Chloridi CorTOsivi, gT- ij' 

Aqu«' Foiiianiv, 5 ■vj. M. 

Si^ia. — MotTti Vfkia. To be used thres or four time* doily. 

CAROLIiS. 
_ FOR eLucGimcn utxeii!! withix tiir mouth. 
n. OxyjaviU* Mra^a», . . Sj'"^lS'j- 

.\quii- FfUllRIIII' S TJ. 1^ 

Signa.^Q.tHOl.e. To he uwU llirec or four limcx daily. 
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R. Potaur CUontia. 5^ 

AcUB llji^rDcUonn, |:«lu. 

Aqiup FoDtan*, S «^ M. 

Rifpift. — OaRQlii. I know of aft ftrf^ w ■ ti itt iwh m| (rini t* Aii a 
ilouithing nletntiow of the loiifae, <m ttnvhHaviftB the hatal tmntf fc 
un«wo«M but rtrj Kttlc onutiiif; u ib« t»e of viMf k, *«4 a^ W npaaid 
ntiny liinM in th« Mune of the daj 

A Atidi Hyiilrochlonci DihMi, 5%. 

[>««oc<i Cinrhon* Oofden. . . . . _ . S X. X. 

eicBA. — OAKOUb Tobcwedftwh. 

FOK Tl'BESCLSS OK THX FACE. 
It. Polnm C^aplKM^ 3$. 

Pnawd W ii w . &» K 

■»ttii(7 

R. Hi-dnricni r«ajB«M : 

Aqw> Dwcaka^ . %n 

Ok 
SigM. — limos. 
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